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Rohingya
trafficking

racket kingpin in
TriBura arrested
Bisrrendu Bhattachariee I rrur'r

{gartala: A North Ttipura
rourt on MondaY remanded
lhe aileged kingpin of a hu-
nan trafficking racket oPera-
ing in the state in Police cus-
ody for three days. SP (North)
|hanupada ChakrabortY sa-
l, "Based on the information
:om a Rohingya detainee, Po-
Lce arrested Surukh Ali, the
ingpin of a human traffick-
ng network including Bang-
ldeshi nationals and Rohing-
'a operating in North Tripura
nd Unakoti district. "

According to police, Ali's
;ang had rented accommoda-
:ions in various locations in
Unokoti to provide short-ti me
lodging for infiltrators who
had crossed the border from
Bangladesh. The human traf-
iickers in Tripura followed
:he same method to run their
rperations, he stated. The SP
;aid that police had arrested
l5 Rohingya in North Tripura
rn July 4 and 5, who were plan-
ring to board buses to Guwa-
rati and then take a train to
Jyderabad in search of jobs.

Cops learnt about the net-
rork while lnterrogating
ihem. CM Manik Saha held a
meeting with top BSF and poli
:e authorities in the presence
cf the chief secretary andissu-
ed directives for effective mea-
sures to stop all illegal activiti-
es along the India-Bangladesh
border Saha asked the authori-
ties on how despite the strong
rarbed wire fencing along the
ndia-Bangladesh border and
he deployment of a largenum-
,er of BSF jawans, infiltration
ontinues inthestate.
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man in
custody for

raping minor

Agartala: A 45-Year-old
day labourer was reman-
ded to police custodY for
three days in TriPura's
Khowai district for alle ged-

Iy raping his 13-Year-old
stepdaughter over the Past
threemonths.

Accordingto SDPO Pus-
han Kanti Majumder, the
accused has confessed to
the crime. The survivor's
cause of injuries, the SDPO
said, can only be ascertai-
ned after medical tests and
forensic investigation.

"Allegedly the teen was
abused several times but
couldn't divulge her ordeal
to anybody RecentlY' Police
learned the matter from I

her school and immediate-
ly the accused was arres-
ted," Majumder stated. rr'rr'r
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l3-yr,old heldp

for sending
bomh threat to
DelhiairPort

New Delhi: A 13-Year-old
bov was apprehended for
sending a hoax bomb threat
email to IGI AirPort on Ju-

ne 1?. The boY was insPired
bv a similar incident invol-
ving another child afew da-

vs earlier, which he had se-

Ln on social media. He clai
med to have sent the email
purelyforfun.

Police said that on June
u. thev received a comPla-
int from DIAL (Security &
Visilance) regarding a

Uoirb threat email targe-
ting aflight scheduled from
Deihi to Dubai, leading to
the registration of a case'

According to deputy
commlssioner of Police,
the airPort was Placed on
hish alert and a full emer-
n"ir., *ut declared due to
ihe severitY of the threat'
"The guideiines ouilined in
the SOP were adhered to,
ensuring safetY of all Pas-
sengers at the airPort' Sub-

sequent investigations con-

firmed that the threat email
was a hoax," she stated'
Technical surveillance tra-
ced the origin of the email
to Pithoragarh, and the su-

spect was identified as a
Class IX student. The boY

used a Phone Provided bY

his Pa.et ts to tend the emali
iI and PrompttY deleted the

, address. rrux
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Pool death: 14-day iudicial
custody for kid's trainer

Kolkata: The trainer of Barrackpo-
re Nonachandanpukur Athletic
Club swimming pool training cent-
re, Kaushik Kinkar Ghosh, who was
on Saturday arrested over an alleged

pore's Battala and a class'IV student

ning while he, along with other stu-
dents, was taking lessons in the pool.

who had ioined the swimming
drowned on Tuesdayin 2023,

Athletic Club, however, said,
club authorities will also look

club
eve-

"The
after

The victim's mother had lodged a
complaint with Titagarh police sta-
ti0n against the trainer.

Uttam Das, the chairman of Bar-
rackpore Municipality and the pre-
.sident of the NonachandanPukur

I

the developmentof the infrastructu-
re of the swimmingpool to avoid anY
kind of untoward incldent
further. "- Sanjib Chakraborty
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arrest'Red
link'who

HC on'fake kills'

Yvant-
poliee tea]Ir, Gari-

on ma

under
liv-

a
irl"

garhsaid statement,

four to flve rhe SP
were 1&

'"arii";. ?rJ{r.

"Whil6 Pottam is elaimed
to have been wad<ing for
Moolvagi Bachao *rganisa-
tion, there have been arr€sts
rnade earller kom this same
outfit. Fottam was linked
,rdth ,h* M*b181 *tt?fiy tet-
wt:rb, *nd was ths\y ,xban
supwtx. Ylwte wer* cases
t*gzetsd, ln her n*me for
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Goast Guardlndian detains lran boat, rescues lndian Grew

New Delhi: An lranian fish- tionbytheboafsowner. check f9-r "agv antinational they had decided to escape

ins vesset has been aetriruo 
"'eri", iri" rcc in'iercepteo u.iiuitv'. onitilit' ;;,i ;; from Iran to lndia using the

hv Indian coast e,rr.a thefishingves*r*."'t"Tilli il@:v."'irt..t"*-ul"gto same boat' The vessel was

ribcl ort the coast of Kerala pore in a swlft .;;;;d- iiruiiiiu"iu,' rp""r", i,"oh- safelv brought to Kochi for l

after its six-memter tnji?i lti* r^t- or., surrouv'riiii , ii"ut.a ti,"rr. ,"r"4."^rii.,t"a further investigation on Mon- 
'

crew complained of expt;il;: ;;;; ;;;;a;a_ ahe' ;;;;''t; their passports. rhev said dav" he added' rNN
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detained for
killing imam

over sex abuse
Aimer: Six minor students of
a 

-maalrasa 
were detained for

allegedly killing imam of Mo-
hammadi Masjid, Maulana
Moharnmad Mahir (32), for
sexually abusing a student'
Police also recovered mobile
of Mahir and the roPe used to
stranglehim.

Foi the last 15 days, all the
students stuck to their story
that three masked men killed
MahA and threatened them to
.keep quiet. Ajmer SP said the
case was a challenge for Police
as nothing was emerging even
after insPecting hours of
CCTV footage antl checking
the background of Mahir.

"We took students into
confidence who revealed ev'
erything," he said. Bishnoi
said, one of the students was
sexually abused bY Mahir.
Disturbed with his regular
harassment, students
tomurderhim. rr'rn

decided
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8 held in child 

\
trafficking racket
bust,11 rescued

Hvderabad: Investigation into
it',L sate of an infant in HYdera-

UaA iecenttv tlew the lid^off an

Int.i-ttut" 
- .hitd trafficking :

;;;fu; Ieading to arrest of :

"Inrrir.itont 
on Tuesday and i

iui."" or 11 children, aged be- ;

tween 23 days and three Years' :

irom clifferent Parts of Telan- i

--'-ihe 
operation was conduct- i

ed by Raihakonda Police after :

ttt."Lr"tto.rt. who werePart of i

iiiuiutx"t, were arrested earli- ;

erthismonth. :

Ahunt isstillonforthe'sup- :

pliers',thePolicestated' nru , '
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18 yrs for
scholar's

Aheli.Baneriee
@timesgrouP.com

Kolkata: Richard Johansson
(29), a Swedish comPuterPro-
qrammer. was sentenced to 18

vears in Prison iast Wednes-

dav bv a Swedish district co-

rrri. for the murder of Rosh-
ni Das (31), a research scho-

lar at Umea UniversitY in
Swedenlast SePt ather apart-
ment. Das was from Durga-
DUr.

According to Oskar So-

derberg, the lawYer who re-

presented Das's famiJY 'Io-
hanssondid not have anY Pre-

vious criminal record' and

had metDas throughadating

murder

the cause of Das's death was

bv strangulation and bY in-

nictine iePeated blunt and

sharp force trauma to her he-

ad and neck. "The violence
consisted of Richard Johans-

son strangling Roshni Das,

stabbing her with a knife, and
hittins her with an iron' a

rod. and a ski," the Court ob-

served..

ving with his cousin
priorto themurder. He
had been in Police cus-

seen Das with Johansson as-

ked the latter about Das's

whereabouts, Johansson sa-

idhehadkilledher.
The neighbours subsequ-

entlv called an ambulance
andihe Police discovered her
trody in her aPartment on

Sent30.

"'The familY regrets that
the murderer was released

from police custodY after alie-

sedtv aftackinghis cousin lf
-not for ttrat, PerhaPs Roshni
would have stitl been with
us,"saidSurradin. 7

app. "The two had met a few

times before the murder but
did not have a relationshiP'
The murderer had a
girlfriend tiving in Ger-

many"hesaid.
InNov while thePo-

lice investigation was

still in Progress, T0I re-
ported that Das's bodY
wasflown back to Inclia, retri
eved by flve familY members
and was taken to thei-r native
villaee Kandi, in Murshida-
bad. 

-Fotlowing Wednesday's
verdict. Roshni's cousin, Su-
pradip Das told TOI, "When
we received her bodY we co-

uld not recognise her face at

all. We were told after the in-

vestigation that her face had
treen slashed 41 times. Now
we are glad that justice has

been served swiftly Howevel
thefamilY is stillunder berea-
ve-ment. Roshni's mother,
Mamata, is stilI undergoilg
psycholo gical counseliing' "

According to the jrtdge-

mentbY Umea District Court,

Sweden flat,kincry

\
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( Siliguri RKM
' vandalism: Main

accused held
: najointoperation, SPe-
I cial Operation Group
and Bhakti Nagar police
on Saturday arrested the
main accused in the van-
dalism at the Ramakrish-
na Mission property at
Salagura on the outskirts
of Siliguri. Pradip Roy
was produced in a Jalpai
gurl court on Sunday and
sent to police custody for
three days.

This is the tenth ar-
rest in connection with
thecase.P4 ?

4
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salon execls murdeil
RebeccasamerYel@timesgrou p.com hul creek. In a 114-Page detailed ni'scar. " ...Thepresence of blood-

the car) and the DNAadditional sessions stain (in
G Deshpande said analysisreport confirmthatKir-

ti was not alive buthadbeen
killed," observed the court'

Thejudge said the Prose-
cution cannot be forced to
prove what had haPPened
inside the car when VYas got
into it and after her Phone

an accounts executive, wlth who
worked for the salon BBiunt Sa-

married Sahjwani being ex
posed. " ...the way Siddhesh and

Mumbai: A daY after convictlng
them for the murder of 28-Year- "the unbroken chain of
old BBIunt Salon executive Kirti links of circumstances"
Vyas in 2018 desPite herbodY nev- proved the crimebeYond
ei being found, a sessions court reasonable doubt.

on Tuesday sentenced her col- The court said all the
evidence - the dePosi-

ion in Andheri, feared losing his
job after being Put on notice bY

Vyas, afinancemanager, over his
poor performance, at work, and
about his relationshiP with a

judgment,
judge M

leagues Siddhesh Tamhankar
(33) and Khushi Sahjwani (48) to
life imprisonrnent bY relYing
strongly on corroborated cir-

tion of 39 witnesses; call Khushi were living their lives

data records; CCTV footage from was switched off at9.30am at Jija- clearly indicates anxietY about

March16, 2018, (the day VYas went mata Nagar in Worli that daY, add- separation, whlch motivated

missing)thatwas recoveredfrorn ing that her being with them bothof them to causeKirti'smYs-
cumstantial evidence.

to "the
They were also sentenced to variousspots;and theconductof leads only and onlY infer- terious disaPPearance," the

i seven years' rigorous imPrison- the accused - conclusively es- ence that she was"murdered bY judge said. Sahjwani. a Santa-

ment for destruction of evidence tablishedthatVYas wasstrangled bothof them". cruz resident, worked at the sa-

by dumping VYas's bodY in Ma- to death by the duo inside Sahjwa- Bhoiwada-based Tamhankar lon'sacademY €

2 getlife
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crash:

Teen driver's
dad,2 others

GiteshShelke&
MohammedAkhef

Pune: A Prominent builder
and father of the 17-Year-old
boy involved in SundaY's fatal
Porsche Taycan crash was de-

. tained on TuesdaY along with
his driver and an associate in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
240kmfromPune.
' The builder faces charges
for allowing his underage s

on, who lacks a valid driving
Iicence and ProPer training
and consumes alcohol, to
drive the car.

Police also arrested Na-
man Bhutada, 25, and Sachin
Kaatkar, 35, the owner and
staffer of a Pub in Mundhwa
Iocality of Pune, and Sandip
Sangle, 35, an assistant mana-
ger at another Pub, also in
Mundhwa. The men are char-
ged with serving liquor to mi-
nors without verifying their
age. TheY were remanded in
custodY tillMaY 24.

Pune coPs are transpor-
ting the builder and the two
others to the city, and he is
expected to be formallY arres-
ted and Presented in court on
WednesdaY

Pune Police commissioner
A Kumar said: "We will ques-

tion the other two PeoPle and
will take a call on whether to
makethem co-accused."

Aneesh Awadhia anil Ash-
wini Koshta' both 24 Years old
and from JabalPur in MP, we-

re killed inthe accidentnear a
pub in an uPscale Pune neigh-
bourhood when the Porsche
electric luxurY sedan struck
their bike from behind at
160kmph around 2.30am,
dragging Koshta for 50ft, ac-

cording to PoIice.

)'r}ied to outsmart us', P f
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Cops: Teen's

to outsmart
a

)Gontinued from Police found the
builder's driver and
an associate in a '

hotel and their
questioning led
them to a lodge near
chhatrapati
Sambhaiinagar
railwaystation
wherc the builder
was hiding

I
' ': 

'he underage driver was
i detained and Juvenile
,i. Justice Board (JJB) re-

Ieased him iater with certain
conditions such as writing a
300-word essay and assisting
RTO officers for 15 days. Poli-
ce have filed a review aPPIica-
tion against the Juvenile Jus-
tice Board's bail order, while
seeking to try the teenager as
an adu1t.

The matter will continue
onWednesday

A case was also registered
against the two pubs-the te-
enager and his friends visited

- for serving liquor to mi-
nors. "On TuesdaY evening,
we also detained a manager
and a staffer of Blak Marriott
for questionlng and wiil take
a cali on their arrest soon,"
DCP (crime) AmoI Zende sa-
id. The police are searching
for two more susPects. "The
builder attempted to out-
smart us after fleeing from
the city He sent one of his ve-
hicles towardS Mumbai and
another to Goa. He borrowed
a vehicle from an associate
butthisvehicle had an inbuilt
GPS device. Examining
CCTV footage from the huil-
der's bungalow, we found that

he had left in a car towards
Ahmednagar road. Based on
the vehicle's registration
number, we secured the GPS
coordinates and tracked the
vehicie to ChhatraPati Samb-
hajinagar," police chief Ku-
mar said.

Police found the builder's
driver and an associatePin a
hotel and their questiohing
led them to a lodge near
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagat
railway station where the bu
ilder was allegedlY hidint
"The builder had switche,
off his cell phone since Mon
day morning. Our teams mz
naged to reach the star hote
and the driver gave us the
whereabouts of his emPIoY-
er, " ACP (crime) Shailesh Bai-
kawadesaid.
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Kolkata: A youth was arres_
ted on Saturdayfor allegedly
rap_rng a woman whom hehad asked.to accompany
nrm to a friend's birthdai
party

Instead of going to a nar_ty he and his friend tookher
somewhere else. spiked heronnk and allegedly raped
her.

. Ih" two had been dating
for the past rhree months af_
ter meeting online.

Hossein, was arrested from
nrs tseniapukur home.

He was on Sunday re_

T.glged in police cuitody
tilln4ay 17. Cops are looking
tbr his friend.

. It-was alleged that Hosse_
ln. alter a few dates, asked
rne woman to meet him as he
said would take her to a fri_
end's birthday party at Ta-
gore Park in Kasba.

- "The woman has compla_
rned that she was not taken
to any birthdayparty, but so_
m_ewhere else,.'said a police
91ti9qr. Ile.added, .Accompa-
nred ty his friend. Hossein
gave her a spiked drink and
atter she.fell unconscious,
the two allegedly took turns
:9 l?pu her. We are looking
Ior the other accused. Hosse-
rn rs rn police custody and we
are questioning him.,,

4

Opposing

Afterthewoman lodged a
complaint at the Kasba poli-
ce station, the youth. Fazal

qgvt counsel Subhashis
Ehattacharya said in court
that the woman had first ca_
me across the accused on so_
cral media on Jan 25.

They becamefriends and
started dating and going out
rogether.\.

E

Hossein's bail,

0 I 0

0 tl
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furest last option: HC

relief M CO\M killing case
Prayagraj: .,Irrational 

andrndlscriminate arrest,, is agross violation of human
rrg_rrts. Allahabad High court
nas satd while granting anticrpatory. bajl recently- to aman . charged with cowstaughl-er in an FIR in Var_
a.nast.- Justice Siddharth cri_rlctsed the practice of arbit_
fl{_-i!.9rt.. underscoring
rne tmportance of protectin!
Person,al l"iberty and the n""d .ror restraint in the use of ar.

iTjJ.",L:;'JI#*"d#:*"

(q

'Most arrests in
India unnecessary'
)Continued from P I
t ustice Siddharth conclu-
$ dudthutp"..onalliberty
I is a fundamental

't'ight that should only be
restrlcted when absolutely
necessary The court's deci
sion referenced the case
of Joginder Kumar vs State
of UP

The Supreme Court in
this case referred to the
third report ol the Natio-
naI Police Commission,
which revealed that a
sigrrificant portion of ar-
rests in India were unne-
cessary or unjustified,
contributing to corruption

withinpolice.
The report inilicated

that such arrests accoun-
ted for 60% of unnecessarY
detentions and 43.2 % of jail
expenditures.

"There is no definite
period fixed for police to
arrest an accused against
whom FIR has beenlodged.
The courts have repeatedly
held that arrest should
be the last option for
police and it should be
restricted to those excep-
tional cases where arres-
ting the accused is impera-
tive or his custodial inter-
rogation is required," Jus-
tice Siddharth said.

\
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Delhi LGV when
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rsche crash: Teen's Parents,

_{u

sent to 14-daY iudicial custodY
Pune:AsPecial courtonFridaY sent edmortuarystaffer, wasarrested.Ma-

parents of the 1?-year-old Porsche kandar handed over Rs 3 lakh cash to

Taycan driver and their aide whofa-

cititated contact with doctors at

Pune's Sassoon General Hospital to

maniPulate the teenager' 's blood al-

cohol rePort, in judicial custody for
14 days. The trio was sent to Yerawa-

da Central Jail, rePorts Asseem
Shaikh.--- Cri*" branch had arrested the

t""., .iutfr.., u clty-based builder, and

mother, whose blood samPle was

r*^pp"a with that of her son' Ash-

i"oie illat anOar who liaisoned' on

itre Uuitaer's Uehalf. with Dr Ajav Ta-

ware. ttre hospital's suspended head

of forensic iciences dePartment'

ihrough Atul Ghatkamble, a suspend-

Ghatkamble, Police said'
--- 

Acloraing to police, Dr Shrihari
Harnol, the hospital's suspended ca-

suafty meAical officer, switched the

blood samPles at Taware's instruc-
tl-*. iorl.6 ut.ested Taware, Harnol
unO Cttrtt u*ble and recovered Rs

i.s t*ft from Harnol an'l Rs 5o'o0o

irom CtratXamule. Earlier, ACP

i.iir""l Satish Govekar produced the

narents anO Vfakandar before special

Ioutr toUo*it g the end of theirpolice
remand. Govekar filed a report rec-

ommenaing judiciat custody for the

pri'.iiti *a i tnree-dav extension of

ilrtaxandar's police remand' Addition-
ui p"Ufi. Prosecutor Anil Kumbhar

said Makandar's questioning was es

ru.rtiut to lAu.rtify the place where the

.onio"u.v was hatched. and sought

iitn.?*pofi."to identify thosepartof
ii. iir" pio.".*tor said that after the

"".id."t, 
Makandar was Present at

ietarvuau Police station, the juve-

nileiustice board office' and Sassoon'f'.lnroituf. 
Prashant Kulkarni' the

iu*'r.i ..p.ut.nt ing Makandar' told

tire court'ttrat his client's questio-n-

i"r *rt not necessary because he

fiu-a U""n in Police custodY for 10

Irv..-fu*v"ti Prashant Patil and

iUia nl"rrni aPPeared on behalf of

the teen's Parents.
After hearing both sides, special

judge U M Mutlhalkar sent the trio to
judiciai custody

aide
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mitted Biti Hotra Mohanti, son
of former Odisha DGP and con-
victed and sentenced to seven
years imprisonment for sex-
ually assaulting a German
tourist at Alwar i.n 2006, to sur-
render at Cuttack in Odisha in-

i
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ps rescue trader's
days after abducti

Taken From
i.rom the victim's father as Additional CP (I) Mur- rik MukhoPadhyaY aliasDa- :

fety
ransom over the teiePhone' Sharma. said the fa- vid and one Vivek Agarwal

lidhar
of the victim were the first to be arrested'

Atotal of eightPersons have milymembers

been arrested inthe case. At - identi-fied as Mohammad Later, six others - identiii

GO

New Mkt,
Found ln

son 4
0n

Bypass H sedlvthrealened to kill Idan
i"f thu .unto* wasn t Paid'

Ashutosh RoY, Suraj
Singh,RohitRoY Md:

Alquama, Aman Kumar
Kundan Srivas-

"Prima facie, we have fo-

Ieast one susPect is still at Irfan contacted police ed as

large. Investigators have re- whenhe didn't returnhome Kumar

otel Sleuthsfrom

portedly confiscated the ve- atnight.
hicleused forthe abduction. The abductors had alle- GuPta and

tav-were arrested.

Dwaipayan.Ghosh Irfan's father had lodged a

@timesgrouP.com ce station and anti-rowdY complaint with the Police.

Kolkata: Police on MondaY squad (ARS) of the detective Cops tracked the ransom rapur, whose operations

rescued the son of a Tiljala department joined hands to call's network tore- stopped after police raidedlocation
it. Davidhad given a loan of

businessman who had alle- rescue thevictim, ,relyingon achthevictim.

gediy been abducted from both local sources and tech- "The kidnaPPers hatl Rs 16 lakh to the victim, but

theNew Market area onFri- nical ieads. The incidenthas made several ransom calls he was not rePaYing it clai-

day He was rescued from a led cops to review the man- from various locations in ming that he had no moneY

hotel iri MukundaPur off ner inwhlch the crime was Kasba and NarendraPur' as the call centre was shut.

Bypass. committed. The opposition before finally being Hence. Davld hatched the
areas

The abductors hadalle- PoliticalParties have raised at a hotel in Mukun- consPiracY " cops said, ad-
traced

gedly demanded Rs u Lakh questionsabout the citY's sa- daPur, 'i cops said. One Gau- ding probe is underwaSt b

und that the victim used to

run a call centre in Narend-
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gets 20.year
Rl for sexually
assaulting boy

Pankul Sharma llrru

Dehradun: A speclal pocso
Act court in Dehradun sen-
tenced a 3O-year-old woman

saulting her
16-year-old.
step-nephew
in2022.

This con-
viction un-
der Pocso Act is the first of
its kind in Uttarakhand and
a rare instance in the coun_
trSl Prosecution counsel AI_
pana Thapa saidthe convict-
ed woman is married with
two children and is the sur_
vivor's father's step-sister.

"After a physical
relationship with her step-
nephew for months, she be-
came pregnant and gave
birth to a child. On finding
outaboutherpregnancy the
boy'smotherliledan FIRun-
der the Pocso Act against
her at Vasant Vihar police
station in Dehradun on JuIv
5,2022. Atthat moment, shl
was eight months preg_
nant," Thapa added.

Theprosecutionpresent-
ed the forensic scientific lab
report which confirmed the
boy as the "newborn,s bio
logical father" and it cited
the findings that it was evi-
dent the woman had.,devel-
oped sexual reiations with
her minor nephew,,.
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0annami out
of iail after
3 msnths

Poulani.Roy@ti mesg roup.com

Kolkata: Krishna Damani. So-
uth Point Trustee, walked out
of prison on Wednesday a day
after he got bail from Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate. Da-
mani, who spent three months
injail, will haveto appear in co-
urtonMonday

The bail has been granted
on five conditions - including
restriction on entering the So-
uth Point Schoo.lor interfering
with any work reLated to the
school or the schoo'l society in
anymanner.

Damani was arested on
Feb 8 for allegedly siphoning
off more than Rs 10 crore from

the school account. Kolkata Po-
Iice had filed a charge sheet
against him under multiple pe-
na'l sections. including crimi-
nal breach of trust, misappro-
priation, cheating and falsifl-
cationof accounts.

On Monday the Supreme
Court expressed anguish over
bail being denied by the Caicut-
ta High Court. A vacation

. benchstateditwas"shocking"
that such matters were now in
the Supreme Court. On Tues-
day his bai-I was granted at a
bondof Rs5,000.

"The decision comes as a
huge relief for Mr Damani who
suffered for over three months
in custody in a false and frivolo-
us case... purely on account of
malice, vendetta and vengean-
ce," a press release issued on
behalf of Damnairead. Z
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several women,
in a rape case.

the city in the small hours
," of May31. crr a.\
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Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday calied Calcutta
High Court's denial of bail to
South Point Education Socie-
ty lrusree Krishna l)amani a
"shocking state of affairs".

"It is a magistrate-triable
case. How can a person be
kept in custody? See the coun-
ter tiled by the state. Shouid
the accused continue to
remain in custodv fbr 10
years?" a vacation bench r:f
justices A S Oka ard Satish C

Sharmaasked.
"It is very surprising that

people are not granted bail
even in such a case, more so
when the charge sheet has al-
ready been fiIed... as if these

@
are some crimes against the
nation," the bench said.
"Such a situation has arisen
only because two powerful
private parties are fighting.
(It is a) very sorry state of af-
fairs." the bench sard, refer-
ringto the Birla-Lodha tussle.

The bench ordered cops to

produce SPES trustee Dama-
ni before the trial court with-
in a week after imposing aP-
propriate conditions. "This is
shocking that such matters
are now comilg to the SC," it
sald. The Bengal government
counsel pleaded that the SC
could expedite the trial in-
stead of granthg baii but the
bench i-nsisted thatnot grant-
ing bail in such a case was
"unheardof".

Senior lawyers A M
Singhvi, Mukul Rohatgi and
Mahesh Jethmalani aPPe-

aredforDamani.

: SC slams Cal HC for
bail to South Point trustee
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Calcutta HC bench
of justices SabYasa-

,. ':, chi BhattacharYYa
and Sugato Majumdar on
May 3 had denied bail to
Damani saYing there was
"danger of the accused ab-

sconding if released on ba-
il" and referred to "the me-
ans, posi
tion and
standing of
the accused vis-d-vis the

HC denied
bail on May 3

funds. falsification of
cuments and misuse of

do
of'

fice for personal gains".
"These grave offences

appear to have been com-
mittetl in collusion with
others and have been une-
arthed by a threadbare in-
vestigation bY the MP Bir-
la Group," it added.

A statement issued bY
SPES, whose
governing
council is

presided bY Justice Kal-
pesh S Jhaveri (former
Orissa HC Chief Justice),
has termed the allegations
agai nst Damani "frivolous
andfalse". "The complaint
ls motivated with intent to
defame and harass the
trustees of our school and
to generallY demoralise
the management, senior
staff, teachers as well as

our students," it added.

prospective witnesses ln
the case as weII as the lik-
elihood of the offence be-

ing repeated and evidence
beingtamPeredwith".

TheMPBirlaGroup,
headed by Harsh Vardhan
Lodha, had issued a state-
ment that Damani was ar-
rested "in connection with
a criminal complalnt re-
gistered for defalcation of
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Porsche teen's
bail nixed' in

custodytilllun 5
Asseem Shaikh &

Vishwas Kothari I irru

Pune: Juvenile Justice Board
on WednesdaY cancelled the
bail of the 17-Year-old son of a
builder involved in SundaY's
Porsche TaYcan crash while
aliowing police's aPPlication
for reviewing the board's ear-
Iier order on SundaY to set
himfree.

Police had sought cancel-
lation of bail arguing he sho-
uld be tried as an adult for
drink driving and smashing
his car into a two-wheeler at
160kmph, leading to the death
of two tech ies. JJB sent thej u-

venlleto an observation home
tiIIJune5.

) Bail conditions- P 4
\
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ffiail comditions such as writing
300-word essay sparked outrage
)Continued from P I

: fie tr,.lt i: came i dalr after Maha-
. rashti'i deputy CM Devendra
r Fadria'iis explesseri "shock and

surprise" ov,rr tire brrar'il releasing the
teen on bail 1r{ln.irtio}rs such as wri-
ting a l3{Xt-ivcn1 essa5, on aocidents, vi-
siting the R'l'O to stuciy traffic rules,
and assist R'I'[l officr,rstbr'15 days.

'Ih$ ,IJB'c order Lrad led to a count-
rywide outl age i,imid charges of lavo-
uri'tjsrn lerrleiled by thr: oplrosition.

Additiurrrd utmnissioner of police
Manoi ilatil sairl aiter the J.IB's ordr:r, a
cornrniti.ee u'ili ru"rvr'ne set up unde| Sec-
tion 15 ol .hrv'eiiile "fusiice (Llare and
Protoction I Ii ct to i it{ i !1i1.{_}r1he teenager

at the observation home and carry orlt
ps1-chological tests and counselling.
Secticx-r 15 empowers JJB to conduct a
prellminary inquiry to determine
u,hethera child in conllict with law is to
be sent for rehabilitation or be tried as
an aduit. "Based on this committee's re-
port, a ca-ll will be taken on whether the
teenager is to be treated as an adult for
trial," Patil said.

Special assistant public prosecu-
tor Monali Kale told TOI that police
had primarily argued that the teena-
ger needed proper rehabilitation as
he r,vas addicted to alcohol. "He is yo-
ung, and considering his future, he
can be referred to a psychiatrist for co-
unselling as and when required."
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No bail for boy who made obscene videos of girl, 14

Dhananiay.Mahapatra
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Making an ex-

ception to the norm that
chlidren in conflict with 1aw

should be granted bail irre-
soective of seriousness of
the crime, SuP-reme Court
denied bail to a Uttarakhand
school student accused of
circulating obscene videos
of his classmate, a 14-Year-

o1d girl, whicir allegedly dro-
ve her to suicide.

On Jan 10 this Year, Juve-
nile Justice Board (JJB), Ha-

ridwar, had rejected the bail
nlea of the 'child in conflict
with law'. who had been boo-

ked under Sections 305 and
509 of IPC and Sections 13

and 14 of Pocso Act'
After JJB's decision was

upheld bY lJttarakhand HC'
the boy through his mother
moved SC seeking bail' Se-

nior advocate Lok Pal Singh
argued that his Pa.rents were
ready to take care of him. He

the youngappealed that
child should not be kePt in a
reform home and that his

re with the imPugned order
passed bY the high court at
ihis stage." The girl had gone

missing from her residence
on Oct22last Year and herbo-
dv was later recovered' Her
fither lodged a Police comP-

laint alleging that the boY

had shot obscene videos of
her and circulated the clips
among students. Fearing ig-

nominY, she took her own li
fe,thefathersaid' '

custody be given to his mot-
her. Butthe aPex courtbench
of Justi,ces Bela M Trivedi
and Pankaj Mithal on Mon-
day examined the HC judge-

it was right inment and said

)'Bad comPanY" P 14
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HG Primafacielaunder
case against Sisodia

Denies Bail,
Says Excise

Policy Process
Scuttled

Abhinav.Gary
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-

urt dismissed Manish Siso-

. dia's bail Pleas on TuesdaY.

saying the Prosecution ma-

de out a "Prima facie case"
of moneY laundering aga-

. inst the former deputy CM
in the excise PolicY case. It
can't be ruled out that Siso-' 
dia, if released onbail, maY

influence witnesses and
tamper with evidence as he

. is "an influential Person in
the power corridors of Del-
hi govt", the court added.

Dismissing the AAP lea-
der's bail Petition in cases

lodgedby ED and CBI, Justi-
ce Swarana Kanta Sharma
said, "The case at hand is a
grave misuse of Power and
breachof PublictrustbYthe
applicant who was serving
as deputy CM of DeIh i at the
relevant Point." The court
pointed out that the materi-
al collected during investl-

#ffifle,#$* &F TRUST'
p Failed two
mobile

ruled out. Might
inf,uence witnesses, manY

of whom are public servants

,.' No delay bY trial court' or
prosecution. Not fault of ED'

cBl &trial court that there
is voluminous record
of investigation

" Acccused insisting
on physical insPection

of thousands of
documents

gation showed that Sisodia
"subverted" Process of ma-

king the poticy bY "fabrica-
ting" publicfeedbackto suit
his "predetermined goal".

HC said Pre-drafted ema-
ils with sPecific suggestions
aligning with his own inter-
est were sent to the designa-
ted feedback email address
of the excise dePartment
"under the guise of Pubiic
feedback or oPinion bY indi-
viduals who were instruc-
ted to do so bY the applicant
Manish Sisodia himself ".

Justice Sharma termed
it a "decePtive act that was a

calculatedmove to create an
illusion that the excise Poli-
cy was formed after careful

consideration of feedback
received from the Public-
...but in realitY, the feedback
was manufactured to justify
the applicant's decision to
formulate excise PolicY in
defiance of the expert com-
mitteerePort".

HC said the alleged cor-
ruption in th'is case "origi-
natedfrom Sisodia's desire"
to create aliberaiPolicy that
would benefit select indivi-
duals in return for a sub-
stantial amount as advance
kickbacks. Justice Sharma
read out a few Portions of
the verdict and noted that
Sisodia's Plea doesn't Pass
the "triple test" for bail un-
derthePMLA.

" ED material shows he

subverted Process of
making excise PolicY
by fabricating Public
feedback. Bid to
benetrt select lew for
advance kickbacks

of power
by

18
Suhranalhtfra

What Justice Swarana Sharma

said, dismissing bail Plea:

ryv
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given by Madras HC

to 8 PFI memben
in UAPA case

SGcancels

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Observing that
national securitY was of Para-
mount importance and reaso-

nable restrictions couid be

impose& on civil iiberties of
peisons underUAPA in the in-
terest of the countrY's sovere-
imty and integritY, SC on
WetlnesdaY cancelled the bail
granted bY Madras High Co-

urt to eight PFI members and
directed them to go back to
iaiL

A bench of justices BeIa M
Trivedi and Pankaj Mithal sa-

id HC committed gross error
in not considering the eviden-
ce in its ProPer PersPective
and in recording a Perverse
finding to the effect that there
was no materialto suggestthe
commission of anY offence.

\
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9 days on, MLA

Revanna gets bail

{

in kidnapPing case
: 'D(S) MLA from Holenarasi-
i loora HD Revanna, arrested

i "i". 
daYs ago on charges of

i kidnaPPing a woman in Man-
i dva district's KR Nagar, was
, eianted conditional bail on

iltonaaY bY a sPecial court for
, elected rePresentatives in
i Bengaluru. He walked out of

i Bengaluru central Prison on
i trreiduy. Revanna, son of for-
i -e. PM }In Deve Gowda, is
i the first member of the for-
i *et PM's familY to be arres-

i ted in a criminal case and lod-
:. gedinPrison.
.te....
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gets $
interim bailin

harassment case
*. court in Bengaluru on

;'-3-Thursday granted in-
terimbailto JD(S)MLAand :

former Karnataka minister

rassment case.
The case of sex-
ual harass-
ment of a 47-

tered
his son andMP Prajwal Re-
vanna at the Holenarsipur
town police station in Has-
sandistrict on April2B. praj-
wal reportedly left for Ger-
many on April 27 and is

. stillatlarge. nlN-,,
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'n-daybail for Keiriwal, but
Del cM cannot attend office

. New Delhi: In a big relief to
embattled Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Keiriwal, the
Supreme Court on FYiday
granted him interim bail in a
money laundering case at the
peak of the election season but
barued him from visiting his
office or the Delhi secretariat
and signing official flIes un-
less absolutely necessary for
obtaining the lieutenant gov-
ernor's approval.

Setting him free for 21 days
to campaign for the remaining
phases of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions aAer 50 days of custody
in the money laundering case
linked to the alleged Delhi ex-
cise scam, the court said he
shall surrender on June 2, a
day after the last phase of the
seven-phase poll gets over:

The fourth phase of polling
will be held on May 13. A wave

:: l::t::i:: 
..'*: 

:::::: :::

i CM Arvind Kejriwal addresses party workers after being released
Tihar jail in New Delhi on Friday

the j ail superintendent.
A bench of justices Sanjiv

Khanna and Dipankar Datta
rejected the vehement argu-
ment of the Enforcement Di
rectorate (ED) counsel that en-
larging Kejriwal on interim
bail to campaign in the elec-
tions will be without a prece-
dent. The court did not concur
with his contention that inter-
im bail to the AAP national
convener for campaigning
would be like giving "premi-
um of placing the politicians
in a beneficial position com-
pared to ordinary citizens of
thiscountry".

"S/hile examining the
question of grant of interim
bail/release, the courts always
take into consideration the pe-
culiarities associated with the
person in question and the sur-
rounding circumstances. In
fact, to ignore the same would
be iniquitous and wrong," the
bench said, addiag that the
Lok Sabha elections are the
"most significant and an im-
portant event this year". nrr

> 'Not a thr€at', P 5

Can Campaign
For Remaining
LS Poll Phases

INDIA bloc parties as the news
spread like wildfire, with his
AAP terming it a "triumph of
truth". "Truth can be troubled
but not defeated. The decision
of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
is welcome. The dictatorship
will end. Satyamev jayate,',
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, also an accused in the
money laundering case, said
inapostinHindionX.

Kejriwal's release from

jail, however transient, is
expected to give a boost to
the AAP's Lok Sabha
campaign in Delhi where poil-
ing is scheduled for May 25,
with its foremost leader hit-
ting the hustings.

While imposing a stringof
bail conditions on Kejriwal,
the apex court directed him to
furnish bail bonds of Rs 50,000
with one surety of the like
amount to the satisfaction of

P-L

oFFtc€ or ?ili

Page 42 of 373



Page 43 of 373



Tv\b Twgs a( ,N0,4q

nAY *r tn>u

Gourt grants
bailto 3 in
PMLA GASE

Page 44 of 373



TVg Tun$s o{
rrAY t) Lal-\

{

live location
on by accused can't be
bail condition, says SC

a

AmitAnand.choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Terming the bait
condition imposed on an ac_
cused to keep his Google loca_
tion live round the clock and
share it with an law enforce-
ment agency so that it could
track his whereabouts ,,su-
pedluous", Supreme Court
on Monday said such a
condition should not
be imposed by courts.
Many courts, includ-
ing SC, have imposed
such a condition in the
recentpast.

the location of his house
when he might not be there.

Additional solicitor gen-
eral Vikramjit Banerjee, ap-
pearing for the Centre, said
many courts, including the
SC, were imposing such a
condition. "It cannot be a
bail condition. We agree that
there are two instances
where this court has done it,

but it cannot be a con-
dition for bail," the
bench said and re-
served its order on
this aspect. SC had re-
cently imposed this
condition while

Going by an affidavit filed
by Google, a bench of Justic-
es Abhay S Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan said as per the com-
pany it was not posslble for
others to keep track of a per-
son. "In view of the affidavi,
the condition is superfluous.
this cannot be imposed as a
condition for grant of bail,,,
the bench said.

The advocate appearing
for Google told SC that loca-
tion sharing wouldn,t serve
the purpose of tracking the
whereabouts of an accused.
He said a person could share

granting bail to Shoma Sen
in the Elgar Parishad case.

The court had agreed to
lookintotheworkingof Goo-
gle location to decide wheth-
eran accused could beforced
to share his live location
through phone with the po-
Iice as a condition to get biil.
The court had sought re-
sponse from ED, which sup_
ported the condition im-
posed by Delhi HC on an ac_
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Karti gets bail
in Ghinese visa
Iaunder case

'scam'case.
The court

of Special
Judge Kaveri
Baweja
ed bail

grant-
to Chi-

The court also granted
bail to the other accused _
S Bhaskararaman, padam
Dugar. Vikas Makharia and
Mansoor Siddiqui. The
court said if the accused in_
tends to travel abroad, he
would have to inform the
co-urt and the investigation
oltrcer and ensure his travel
does not hamper the pro-
gress of the trial. rruru '
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$xterry gurvivor
; Bengaluru: Karnataka High
; Court has granted bail for ratuir.: to a 23-year_oiri man arrested un-i der pocso Act, allowing frm to: marry an lg.year_old girl he has: Deen accused ol raping and with: whom he flathert,d a chjld when: shewasaminor.
; Treating it as a .,peculiar,,
: case. .Jusrice .V Nagaprasanna: hos dtrected aurhorities to re_
, I9as9 rhe pelirionerfrom Mysuru: crtlJatl on June l,is61[61 thecou-; ple gets married and their one_: year-old child doesn,t ,,suffer 

ig_i nominy of .1py kind,,.: . 
. 
The accused will return to

: prrson on July 3. ,,The certificate: of evidence of marriage should: be placed before the court on the; nextdateol hearingtJuly4.t.: The corrrr expJained that ..to: pro.lect rlte interest ol the chitd: and.ajso.rhe resporrsibility of rhe
; 19] n",f in bringing up the chitd,. rnrs _.drrection is [ound neces_

; s?ry". The girl was 16 years andi nine months when her mother
, le8.isrered a caseagainsthim. She: had rlelivered a girl already Ob_, se.rving that lhe girl is now lB and

DNA.tesl confirmerl that both she
and the accused are the child,s bi_oi6gical parerrts, the court grant_
ed the petitioner interim bail. Thecourt is expecter.l to take up thepetition for further hearlngifter
the accused returns to jail. ir.ir,:
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New Delhi: Supreme
Court on Friday granted in-
terim ball for two weeks to
accused Mahesh Raut in EI-
gar Parishad case to attend
ceremonies related to the

Iast rites of his grandmoth-
erwho diedrecentlSr

A bench of justices Vik-
ramNathandSVNBhatti
directed that Raut be re-
leased from prison on June

26 and remain on bail till
July10.

The Supreme Court left
it for the trlal court to pass
an order on bail conditions
tobe imposed. ruru

\

n)
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to bailif trialslow
irrespectiue of

nature mf erime: S0

New Delhi: SC on Wednes-
tlay said every accused has
a fundamental right to spee-

dv trial irresPective of the
seriousness of the crime al-

leged againsthim andan in-
ordinate delaY in trial even
in such cases would entitle
them to baii, reports Dha-
nanajay Mahapatra'

The court recorded this
in its order grafiing bail to
one Javed Gulam I'labi Sha-

ikh, who was arrested bY

Mumbai Police outside Sa-

har airPort on Feb 9, 2020,

with fake currency alnoun-
ting to Rs 21 lakh allegedly
being recovered from him.
Thecasewaslatertransfer- r

red to NIA. However, SC fo- i

und that though a charges- i

heet had been filed bY NIA, I

the trial court was Yet to i

framecharges 
i

)'Lawdoesn't-', P 5 ?z
!
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II yrs affier woman'$ rape-murder & hubby's
wrtlltgfxlil arrest,ex.hanker and I aides held

i

\
Raiiv.Kalkod@ti mes grou p.com

Bengaluru: Eleven years af-
ter a 43-year-old woman was
murdered and her husband
wrongly arrested for the
crime before being released
for lack of evidence, three
men, lncluding a former
manager of Canara Bank,
have been arrested for gang-
raping and killing her. Prime
accused and former bank
manager Narasimha Mur-
thy (65), his associates Dee-

pak C (38) and Hariprasad
(45) are injudicial custody. A
chargesheet was filed
against them on Thursday

The woman's body was
found on Feb 15, 2013. Her hus-
band had earlier filed a mis-
sing person complaint. Then
inspector M Paramesh arrest-
ed the husband on May 18,
2015. He was released on bail
after 73 days injudicial custo-
dy He approached Karnataka
HC in Sept2015 seekinga CID
investigation. DGP (CID) MA

Saleem said: "We discovered
the mobile number of a per-
son, an associate of a family
friend, had been present
where the body was found. Al-
so, an eyewitness, helped us
find a new angle. First, we
picked up the man who was
present near the body As he
spilled the beans, a horrify-
ing case of rape and murder
unfolded." As the body was
decomposed, the autopsy
didn't reveal gang rape, CID
sources explained.
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:

the matter will go to

oage order.' -"Thesearenot isolatedtn-
cidents but collectively form
i'-..otttinoi,',g offence' de-

monstrating both the egre-

niou.tt"tt and on goin g 
^natu-

ip nf the violations oI sec-

ii""i is+ and 354A of IPC'"

The court also charged 
^c^o-ac-

cused Tomarwith the otlence

of criminal intim idation'
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ru girl's harass plaint
a

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesgrouP.com

Kolkata: A first-Year UG
student from JadavPur Un[-
versity has lotlged a Police
complaint claiming that a

classmate and another man
were harassing her and de-

manding sexual favours. The
complaint was lodged thro-
ughemaillastweek.

The cops have contacted
the girl and have started a
primary inqui-
ry

According
to the comPlai-
nant, this was
her second comPlaint aga-
inst the JU student, the first
one registered on April 10.

"We had met in Aug 2023 and
were in a relationshiP for
overthreemonths. Butwhen
he began abusing me in Pub-
Iic, I lodged a Police compla-
int against him." she said.

However, she claimed the
accused continued the cons-
tant abuse and harassment.
The accused also contacted a
man from Minakhan, with

whom the comPlainant had
been in a relationshiP earlier.

"The JU student contac-

me,

that the accu-
sed from Mi-
nakhan also

sex-

ual favours
rassment.

ha-

"When I refused, he kePt
blackmailing me . The JU stu-
dent repeatedly aided him in
these activities... I constant-

Bidisha
helping

thecomplainant.I
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Bid to force 2 into sex

trade, woman held
New Delhi: Two women,
aged22 and 29, were pre-
vented from falling prey
to nefarious intentions of
human traffickers in so-
uthwest Delhi's Sagarpur.
The women, Iured by the
promise of jobs, were be-
ing forced into joining the
prostitution racket.

On Wednesday police
received information abo-
ut a girl who was in troub-
Ie. A team reached Sagar-
pur where they met ttle 22-

woman at the same loca-
tion. \\Tren questioned,
the 22-year-old woman re-
vealed that she was from
Agra and had recently co-
me to Delhi to find any
work. She met a woman,
Rajni, here who asked her
to contact one person na-
med Sonu who would
"help herfind ajob".

"She went to Dash-
rathpuri where she met
Rajni and Sonu. They co-
erced her and attempted
to involve her in prostitu-woman. Later,

discovered the other " an officer said. rr.rr,r
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f,orced to file rape complaint,
says Sandeshkhali woman

Goes To Police,

Says Ostracised
And Threatened

Saniib Chakrabofi I rrur'r

Sandeshkhali: One of the
three Sandeshkhali women
who lodged raPe comPlaints
with cops said on WednesdaY
that she had notfaced anY sex-

ual assault and local BJP
functionaries had forced her
to sigtr on ablankPiece of Pa-
per and coerced her to go to
the police stationto file a raPe
complaint. The woman lod-
ged a separate complaint at
Sandeshkhali Police station
and later told the media that
she wasfacing threats andbe-
ing ostracised because she
wanted to withdraw the rape
complaint.

The woman alleged that a

iocal BJP Mahila Morcha
functionarY PiYaIi Das, and
other BJP members had visi-
tedherhome and askedher to
sigrr on the blank Piece of Pa-
per "TheY asked for mY sigrra-

t.........-.......

ture on the Pretext of enlis-
ting my name for Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. Later,
they forcibly took me to the
oolice station to lodge a comP-

iaint of sexual abuse after
they wrote out the comPlaint
themselves on the blank Pa-
oer. There was no sexual as-

iault on me inside the Trina-
mool office. I was also never
forced to go to the PartY oflice
late atnight," she said.

The woman alleged she

and her familY members were

facing social boycott. engine-
ered by local BJP funct ionari-
es. "TheY threatened us with
dire consequences if I dared

to step out to withdraw the
complaint. We are feeling un-
safe and I have sought Police
help," she said.

Piyali Das, however, rub-
bished the allegations and
claimed the woman was the
wife of a TMC booth Presi-
dent andwas being guidedbY
party seniors. "She is delibe-
rately lYing on the instruc-
tion of Trinamool netas to ta-

ke atlvantage during the Lok
Sabha pol1s. She and other wo-

men villagers had themselves
narrated their Plight to NCW
chairperson Rekha Sharma.

)'shocking-" P7

P7

/ Don't dePend

0n rain god: SG

on forest fires
uDreme Court told the

'* ttimrakhand govt "cro-

ud seeding or dePending o-n

"rin sod is not the answer'

ilii.J..gi"g t"rest fires and

^-uiftorit 
ies w i II have to taxe

i"olentive measures"I'ne
It."t. infotm"d the aPex co-

"*-"rbo", 
stePs taken to

Li"ttJiil," for-est fires and

;;tj"''""{Y around o'1 o.i' of

iJrilrii.-.f""t was on fire"'
ii said, "A1I the fires.were

n{t.-l*: ;TlT'J,?il*T
beinznamed'" 7

after they wrote
There was no

enlisting
took me

BJP's
asked me

;

Sandeshlhali

netas
B'P

il

I

r"
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BBSS with sexual
harassment
Vinee{"Upadhyay

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court
on Friday or-
dered fram-
ingof charges
under sexual
harassment
and outra-
ging modesty

of women against former
Wrestling Federation of In-
dia chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh for alle gedly
harassing five wrestlers.

The court stated that
there was sufficient materi
al to frame charges against
Singh. It, however, dischar-
ged him in the allegations
Ievelled by victim number
six. Reacting to the order,
Singh saidhewould consult
his lawyers and take a deci-
sion on whether to appeal
against it before a higher
court or challenge it before
the court of additional chi-
ef metropolitan magistrate
PriyankaRajpoot.

"I welcomethis decision
of the judiciary I had pro-
tested against the framing
of charges butl didthat wit-
hin certain limits but now I
have various options open
to me. .. I am not hurt, I was
prepared for it. If the case
continues, I will get an op-
portunity to present my si-
de," SinghtoldPTI.

The next hearing is on
May 21, when the court will
formally frame the charges.

Brij Bhushan will be
apprised of the charges
against him and will then
inform the court whether
he will plead guilty or be
tried on these charges.

, >Coutnod,P16

K
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Cout,'t nod for

charges against
Brii Bhushan

)Continued from P 1

; ! he court said that there

$ is also sufficient materi-
{. al on record to frame

charses against Brij Bhushan
Sharin Singh under IPC Sec-

tion 506(l) (criminal intimida-
tion) with resPect to two
*r"itle... He has not been

charged under Section 354D
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Saniib Chalmborty I rur'r

Kolkata: A 14-Year-old girl
working in a nursing home in
Barasat was found dead on the
buildiag's terrace on Thurs-
day. Cops suspect she was ra-
ped before being strangulated
to death. The owner of the

Locals said the girl was a
class VIII student from De
ganga's BasudebPur. She be-

longed to a Poor familY and
used to stay at Mondal's house
to finance her studies bY wor-
king part time in the nursing
home.

The kin and locals
agitated in
front of the

nursing home demanding
strict action against the accu-
sed. "Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed shewas murde-
red because she might har' '

known her assailants," Bara-
sat SP Fratiksha Jharkharia
toldTOI.

Some local residents said

nurslng
Abdur
Mondal (55), and an emPloYee,
Abdul Motaleb (41) were ar-
restedforthe alleged raPe and
murder on Saturday The duo
was produced in a Barasat co-

urt and remanded in Police

anothernw-
had dis-
andra-

based

a
0

I
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station plainft copsitskG more
'Mole
hd itrivan employeea to ioin probe

been identified from the CCTV foota-

se DioviOeO to us bY PWD (that main-

iains CCTVs at Raj Bhavan) as being

o.at"n, near the woman on the daYs

i"t 
"n 

tt," allegecl incidents took pla-

c.. nu.fi"., wJhad asked the special

secretary, a doctor and supervisorlo
ioi" tnu p.ot"," claimed a highlv pla-

cialvalue, stated sources'
- -- 

Bose. after banning cops and state

finance minister Chandrima Bhatta
charva from Raj Bhavan ' issued a ga1

oia"i to nu: Bhavan staffers and tol<

them to ignore coP summons for an1

nioUe. t-ast ttrursday. the Raj Bhavat

f,ad released a CCTV footage tha

.tro*"a the woman comPlainant lez

vine the Premjses on MaY 2 evenrn

^ii.". 
.p.nding some time at the Ri

Bhavan Police outpost' The woma

had resPbnded to the CCTV footagt

ovi"g it was released without he

.oir.a""t and lt was another crirr
irraisose haa committed againsthe

There are around 40 CCTV cameri

installetl on the Raj Bhavan Prerr
t"i. it " 

Special EnquirY Team th
t at n"un t6t rP would Probe "an inr

aent" ana the Probe is not "aimt

against anY individual", a senior of

cialsaid.---'Cou".tto. 
C V Ananda Bose d

not react to SundaY's develoPmer
tillthe evening.

Police: Staffers
ldentified From

CCTV Footage
DwaiPaYan'Ghosh
@timesgrouP'com

Kolkata: Kolkata Police has summo-

. nJ six more Raj Bhavan emPloYees- 
,o Hut" Street police station in con-

neciion wittr ttre molestation cornpla-

inttoagea UY a woman staffer in Raj

irruu"i(*tto has since quither job)'
- --dt 

vtuY z, the womanhad comPla-

ined to cops that she had been moles-
' 

ted bY governor C V Ananda Bose'

Sfre aUJgea tnat it was the second ti-
me since APril 24 that the governor

. hadmolestedher.
"These six Persons who has now

been called to Hare Street police sta-

lion include a woman' TheY have all

r\

,,Fresh been

issued to six
p Till now no Rai Bhavan staffer has

responded to police summonses

ced police source.-"-fhG 
takes the total number of

those asked to join investigations to

nine. said Lalbazar' All of them have

teen ast<eO to report at the Hare Stre-
pt nolice station on MondaY'- 

So far, the statement of a Raj Bha-

vanchef has been found to be of cru-

by police

v The cops have already sPoken to a

Rai Bhavan chef

* The police Personnel Posted

at the Rai Bhavan outPost have

already testified
. After the CCTV footage was

accessed, Police had summoned the

iii shava,i special secretary, a Rai

ehivan doctor and the complainant's

supervisor
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ops get ge from PvrD,*ota
call 3 Raj Bhavan officials

Dwaipayan Ghosh &
Ihmaghna Baneriee I rNH

Kolkata: Hare Street cops ha-
ve summoned three Raj Bha-
van officials for questioning
after getting CCTV footage
from Raj Bhavan's PWD wing
that, oflicials say corrobora-
tes the sequence of events the
molestation complainant
narratedto police on May2.

A young Raj Bhavan wo-
man staffer (who has since
quit her job) complained to
cops on May 2 that she had be-
en molested by governor C V
Ananda Bose; she added that
it was the second time the go-
vernor had molested her.

Bose, after banning cops
and state finance midster
Chandrima Bhattacharya
from Raj Bhavan, had issued a
gag order to Raj Bhavan staf-
fers and told them to igaore
cop summons for any probe.
On Thwsday he released
CCTV footage that showed
the complainant ieaving the
Raj Bhavan premises on May
2 evening after spending so-
me time at the Raj Bhavan po-
Iice outpost. The woman re-
sponded to the CCTV footage,

it was released witho-

ut her consent and it was anot-
her crime that Bose had com-
mitted against her. Minister
Bhattacharya and Trinamool
said the footage did not estab-
llshanfihingatall.

Senior oflicials on FYiday
spoke against this backdrop
and said they had got the
CCTV footage from Raj Bha-
van's PWD office. It appeared
to corroborate the sequence
of events and the time period
the woman had mentionedto
copsonMay2.

The footage shows her co-
ming out of the Raj Bhavan
special secretary's oflice,
where she met this official

and a doctor (according to her
version). She went to the Raj
Bhavan police outpost after
this and then left for Hare
Street police station, escorted
by cops. Officials on Friday
said they had called the Raj
Bhavan special secretary the
doctor and the supervisor
(the complainant's immedia-
te senior) for questioning.

Another Raj Bhavan emp-
loyee has also spoken to cops,
say officials. The enquiry was
toprobe "an incident" andnot
"aimed against any individu-
al", a seniorofficial added.

)Abhishekdare,Ptl a-

SPT SECY AMOilG THOSE SUMMOI{ED

them to
summons

> Mav 9l Bose shows
CCW footage of Raj Bhavan
gates to private citizens but
refuses to give it to cops

footage

;. Mal ;: I Raj Bhavan statfer
fr les molestation complaint
against governor C V
Ananda Bose. Raj Bhavan
says charges false and
politically motivated, bans
entry of cops and minister
Chandrima Bhattacharya
r i,v,i ;' I Bose leaves for
Kochi. Police forms special
probe team

cites

lt
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Woman's cry for iustice
after guv issues gagorder

I'lamaghna Baneriee &
Poulami RoY Baneriee I rNN

Pr
7-

Kolkata: Bengal governor
C V Ananda Bose, whom a
woman has accused of sexual

assault, on
Sunday cited
his constitu-
tional immu-
nity from cri
minal procee-
dings and ls-

sued a blanket gag order on

Raj Bhavan staff, askingthem
to "ignore any communlca-
tlon from Police" and barring
them from issuing state-
ments in anY form, online or
offline. This PromPted the
sur-vivor to question why he

was "hiding behind a shieid
of immunity", u,'hy he was
"so scared" and not allowing
the investigation to Proceed.

SundaY's gag order, which
Bose posted on his official X
handle, restrains Raj Bhavan
staff from "giving any state-
ment online, offline, in Per-
son, over the Phone or in anY

other matter", aPart from as-

king them sPecifl callY to igno-
re the poiice, who have set uP a

special enquiryteam.
The governor's order co-

mes three daYs after he was
accused of sexual assault on
Thursday and two daYs after
heleftforKochi.

The alleged survivor tex-
ted her message to TOI after
the Raj Bhavan gag order,
parts of which we are repro-
ilucing here: "I have alreadY
proposed to sit in front of him
to face any test. MaY it be Lie

Detector or anY suPerior tech-
nology If he is that innocent,
whvhe isescaPing?... He isgu-
iltv of molesting me, twice.
The truth will remain truth
irrespective of whatever Peo-
ple think ol me. The Point is
that Sir has got the courage to
molest a very ordinary lady
twice, from that immunity "

Asked whether she would
move court or write to the Pre-

sident, the survivor said she

hadn't pianned to, Yet'

>'Lost mY iob" P 5

aqm Police cannot
i*.ol: 

i nvesti gate/i nquire
into the matter, in anY

manner, whatsoever....
in view of the immunitY
enjoyed by the governor'
the police are
conititutionally barred
from carrying out any
kind of preliminary
inquiry, registering an
FIR - RA, BHAVAI{

"%. lf he is that
' ,.:*.t innocent, whY he

is escaping?... He is
ouiltv of molesting me'
f,ruic6. the truth will
remain truth
irrespective of whatever
people think of me.... Sir
has got the courage to
molest avery ordinary
lady, twice, from that
immunity - suRvlvoR
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Lost myiob,familyhas lost its

reputation, facing insane questions'
Ilamaghna Baneriee &

Poulami RoY Baneriee lrr'rr'r

Kolkata: The woman who ac-

i cused governor C V Ananda
i Bose of sexual assault, when
I asked whether she would

move court or write to the
President, said she hadn't,
yet. "Honestly sPeaking. nei-
ther me nor mY familY mem-
bers are in a Position to think
or plan anything," she said. "I
have lost mY job, mY family
has lost its social reputation,
we are facing insane ques-
tions every day, even som e rel-
atives and friends are ques-

tioning my stance and have
been saying that I acted like
an idiot."

The Kolkata Police's sPe-

cial enquiry team, ledbY DCP

iCentral) Indira Mukherjee.
on Saturday had asked sixRaj
Bhavan emPloYees to record

their statement and the offi-
cer-in-charge of the Raj Bha-
van police outpost to Provide
CCTV footage. Bose's two-
page gag order on X - and in-
structions to his chief of
staff, S K PattanaYak, to Pass
it on to all Raj Bhavan offi-
cials - comes barely 24 hours
after the police move.

The note also mentions
thatthe state cannot start any
criminal proceedings under
Article 361. In the note, the
governor also laYs down Su-
preme Court's interpretation
of Article 361(in the Ramesh-
warPrasad case) thatthe gov-

ernor enjoys comPlete immu-
nity, even for their Personal
acts, while they are i.n office.
He wrote, "It Ioglcally follows
that the police cannot investi-
gatelinquire lnto the matter,
in any manner, whatsoever".

DCP N{ukheriee refused

comment. But a senior officer
said no Raj Bhavan emPloYee
appeared to record state-
ments. Another senior Police
officer said: "Whatever be the
legal interpretations, as Police
we are duty-bound to reglster
all sex abuse comPlaints."

The survivor said: "The
governor has immunitY as

the constitutional head of
state. EverybodY knows that,
including me.. I know that no-
body can bring him under
justice, and I will not get jus-
tice anyway I am telling You
one thing more, I have come
to know that emPloYees of
Raj Bhavan are being threat-
ened so that no one can dare
cooperate in the investiga-
tion... I have oPted to raise mY
voice so that everYone knows
that neither qualifications,
nor his post, has disqualified
himfrommolesting."
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Rai Bhavarl statfer says guv

mfilested her, goesto GoPs
ard savr-ng on Phone before ex-

nlainine whv she had not

lomptained earlier: "l had
keotquiet as I was scaredof Io-

titg*Y (.ort.uctual) job " She

felt imPelled to complam on

ThursdaY after the latest inci-
dent. 1o Protect others from fa-

cing tlae ordeal she had faced'

ste is also seen referring to

another woman who made si-

milar comPlaints inthe Past'
"We are dutY-bound to re-

eister a caseand begirr a Probe
ior."r*o-rn has lodged this
complaint," a senior Police of-

ficei said. Other seniors told
T0l theY had recorded the wo-

man's staiement but did not

resister any FIR. "A-rticie 361

of-the India:r Constilution in'
sulates the governorfrom anY

criminal Proceeding while in
offi ce," another senior official
said, adding that legal exPerts
would be consulted.

Art 361 Gives

Guv lmmunity
Tturs News Nrrwonx

Kolkata: A Raj Bhavan emp-

loyee comPlained of molesta-

tion aeainst state governor C

v nninda Bose on ThursdaY
evening, introducing an ele-

ment of the unPrecedented irt
Bengal Politics and Pitting the

Trin-amoo1 government and
the sovernor's office in direct

"onii.t 
in the middle of a

seven-Phase election season'
The woman, according to

Rai Bhavan insiders. works in
the telephone room and staYs

at the residential quarters
onthe camPus itself.

She firit went to the Raj

Bhavan Police outPost before
?om on ThursdaY from where
.'hu *rt taken to the Ha-re

StreetPolice station.
Her comPlaint to coPS

mentions two incidents' Bose

asked her on APril 19 to meet

him with her CV; she went to

meet him on APril 24 at 12'45

pm. when he "touched her in-

ippropriately and made unto-
ward idvances". the comPla-

int savs. Bose again called her
to his oflice on ThursdaY but
the woman, instead of going

aione, asked her suPervisor to
accompany her. The woman

told cops that Bose asked the
suDerr,/isor to leave after some

time. followingwhich he assu-

red her of a Promotion and
then "touched her cheek",
prompting her to Protest' .

A video cfculating smce

the evening showsthe woman
comPlain'ing to a senior cop

that she had been molested'
"This is not the Ilrst time this
has happened to me," she is he- )Chandrimabanned-P4 i

maligning me, God

against corruPtion

trishallTruth
tfnarratives.

Rai thavan staterned
,Su This looks
{,.*.J like a political

conspiracy. But, if there
is trJth in the complaint'
Centre will take
adequate action

suvendr Adhitad
B.lP MLA & ASSEMBLY

OPPOSITION ITADER

been
must

Bhavan, a

TMCon X handle
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* tate min Ghandrima banned
from entering Rai Bhavan

)Continued from P I

:: ; aj Bhavanissuedasta-
i 1' tement a couple of ho-
i. i::. urs later. "Truth shall

triumph. I refuse to be co-
wed by engineered narrati-
ves. If anybody wants some
election benefits by malig-
ning me, God bless them.
But they cannot stop my
figirt against corruption
and violence in Bengal," it
read. Another statement
thanked Rai Bhavan staff
"who expressed solidarity
against derogatory narra-
tives circulated by two dis-
gruntled empioyees as poli-
tical parties' agents".

Yet another release is-
sued after 10pm banned the
entry of cops and state fi-
nanceminister Chandrima
Bhattacharya in Raj Bha-
van premises. The cop ban

'l refuse to be cowed by
engineered narratives,' said
Bose in a Raj Bhavan statement

was to prevent their entry
"ln the guise of conducting
unauthorised, illegitimate,
sham and motivated inves-
tigations to placate politi-
cal bosses during election",
the statement said, ban-
ning minister Bhattacha-
rya's entry in Raj Bhavan
premises in Kolkata, Darje-
eling and Barrackpore. Go-
vernorCVAnandaBose

would not attend anyfinan-
ce department event, the
statement said, adding that
the attorney-general would
beconsulted for legal steps
against Bhattacharya.

PM Narendra Modi rea-
ched Raj Bhavan at 10pm.
where he stayed the night.
He is slated to leave Raj
Bhavan on Friday morning
for campaigning in East
Burdwan, Nadia and Birb-
hum. The complaint pro-
mpted the TMC to launch a
blistering attack on Bose
on X: 'Appalling and un-
thinkable! The sanctity of
Raj Bhavan, a symbol of
our constitutionality has
been tarnished. Hours be-
fore the PM was supposed
to arrive at Raj Bhavan to
spend the night, a woman
was allegedly molested by
the governor under lhe fal-

i

se pretext of ajob. Such de-
spicable behaviour must be
condemned in the strong-
est terms. Justice must be
delivered swiftly for the
victim, no excuses, no dela-
ys!" Finance minister
Bhattacharya condemned
"the alleged misconduct by
the governor", which she
called "unbecoming of any
official, especially the head
of State", before deman-
ding "an immediate and a
thorough investigation".

The BJP response was
more nuanced. "This looks
like a political conspiracy
But, if there is truth in the
complaint, the centre will
take adequate action," BJP
MLA and assembly opposi-
tion leader Suvendu Adhi
kari said. Party spokesper-
son Samik Bhattacharva
declined to comment.
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hear
case when it's more

conducivq SC to state
AmitAn.ind.choudhary

. ; , @timesgroup.com

been suspendedfrom TMC'
- - 

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, aPPearing for
neneal, sought adjournment
savi"ne the state wanted to Pla-

""- 
tome important informa-

iion regardjng the case before

San-

deferredthehe-

the court.
A bench of iustices Sanjiv

Khanna and DiPankar Datta'
ho*ur"t, asked the state why
it had challenged the HC or-

arine to after the sulnmer re-

cess in JulY saying in a lighter
vein that the atmosPhere wo-

uldbe more conducivefor hea-

Ilns then, referring to the fact

rhal the general elections wo-

uldbeover.
The bench, however, made

it clear that Pendency of the

state's appeal in SC would not

be used as a ground for anY

o*oos., which means the

bBt'probe can Proceed' The

main accused in the case rs

nSheikh Shahjahan. who has

1\,

@
der: "WhY should the state co'

me as a Petitioner for Protec-
ting the interest of some Prt-
vate individual?"

ResPonding to the query'

senior advocate JaideeP GUP-

ta said HC had made adverse

remarks against state govt'

*iti.it *a. whY the verdict
was challenged. He saiditwas
unfair on HC to Pass observa-

iions because gol"t had acted'

The court asked him whY the

state did not approach HC to

gettheremarksexPunged' /'i
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vanna resPectivelY - accus-

claimed thathe is inFrance'

" Within hours of receiving
the comPlaint, police handed

over the case t-o an SIT that
state Congress govt set uP t0

investigate the obscenevideos

allegetlly implicating Praj-

waI, the BJP-JD(S) alliance

candidate forHassan LokSab-

ha seat that voted Friday
According to the FIR, the

woman told Police she is a

ual harassment. stalking' Pun
rshment for crimina-l rnttmt-

rq

women andwheneverthey
come with complaints, we have

tried to resolvetheir Problems'
ThecM has alreadY ordered an

Thafs not mY concern'
According tothe lawof this land

whoevercommits wrongwill
have to face it," he said.

JD(S) corecommittee
chairman and senior leader GT

Devegowda said,"l don'tblame
govtfor announcing theSlT

investigation. Wewillsitand
decide what action needsto be

taken overthe issue of Prajwal

Revanna. For now,lwilliust saY

thatlwelcome the SIT Probe."
S Prakash, the chief

spokesPerson of BJP'S state

unit said,'We' as a party, have

nothing to do with the videos

and neither do we have anY

commentsto make on the SIT

probe announced bY

Sex casefiled
Gowdasor'9against

Former House
Tturs News Nerwonr

help SaYs Duo Harassed Her And Daughter
ID(S)' UP dishnce
themselves frum

allegedvideo case

IhedenreloPmefi fulhnsrcPorB UntPmiunl Reranna

lras leftthecotttttrY. Official sources said he'sin tfarce
-e

ment and Punishment forsex- Gowda we alwaYs resPect

t{assan/Bengaluru: A 47-

vear-old woman from Holenar-
liortu to* in Karnataka
lodged Sulday a Police com-

,rr""ittt ueuitst the son and

nirnaton of ex-PM and JD(S)

ialriarch HD Deve Gowda -
iormer minister HD Revanna

,r.r,i Hut.un MP Prajwal Re-

ine them of sexua[Y harass-

insherand herdaughterwnen
iitEv wort<eo in the household
UeiweenZOfg and 2022 The de-

velopment foIows rePorts that

ri-vear ota Prajwal has Ieft the

country Official sources

s"*ormer KarnatakaCM and
I JD(s) politician HD

Kumaraswamy said whoever ts

atfault in connection with the

alleqed video case, "there's no

ou&ion of forgiving them.'' He

added that according to the law

oiG tana, tne Person indulged

in wrongdoings will have totace

its imolications and refused to

commentfurther until the

investiqation is comPlete'
"Whether it is me or HD Deve

Praiwal. Whenever his wife
ghavani was away. Revanna

*ould rePeateOly touch me in-

appiopriat etv. aisrobe m-e' and

.t*ruUv assatilt me While I
was working in the kitchen'
Praiwal would groPe me from
t eirin-0. Prajwal would askthe

rlation. and word, gesture' or

"ciintenaea 
to insult the mod-

ostv of awoman. TheETR iden-

rifils Revanna and Prajwal as

u"cuseA No 1 and No 2 Poiice

sources said theY are trying to

"oattuat 
other women who

were sexually harassed, as

claimed bY the comPlainant'-- 
Lastweek, Pen drives with

the video were distributed in

ttrttun citY, following which
biui*rl approached Police a[-

Ieging they were deePfakes to

defame h im ahead of votrng on

April 20. Poljce had filed an

FIR and launcheda Probe'
State govt aPPoinled se-

nior IPS officer and add ition-
,iocP fcDleK Sinsh as the
chief investigating officer'
He willbe assisted bY IPS offi-
clis suman o Pennekar, AIG
(headquarters), and MYsuru
district SP Seema Latkar'

sii investigation. The SIT team

wiit nring nIm oackf rom abroad'

close reiative of Revanna

wife Bhavani, and was sub-

jected to sexual harassment.
The woman stated that she

was invited by Revanna to

workasahouse help in2011.In

2015, Revanna helPed her se-

fure a cook's job at a hostel In

HolenarasiPur. She rejoined

Revanna''s house in 2019 dur'
inghiselder son'smarriage.

"Six other domestic he1Ps

in the house would say they

are scared of Prajwal. The

male emPloYees too would ask

oirr"r 
"mPtoY"es 

to bring mY

daushter to do an oil massage

i"i r.tir". Prajwal would make

uiaeo ca[s tomY daughter and

speak obscenely." the. FtR

ouoted thewoman as saylng'
Accordlng 10 the com-

Dlaint. the woman's daughtet'
iriocxed Prajwal's number
and later quit her iob at Re-

vanna's house. The woman

ruiO a*i.rg the Lok Sabha

"iection 
camPaign, sleaze vid-

eoi of Prajwal surfaced, and

her husband be gan susPecting

irui. rnu woman has demand-

edpol ice Protection and action
,nrirrst n"uant a ald Prajwal'- 

Police registered an FIR

uniler IPC for sexual harass-

,s

l I

us to be wary of Revanna and

government.' " lt'tt
the state

t

a
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Woman seeks

of cattle with
Trurs News Nerwonr

Ahmedabad: A habeas cor-
pus petition left Gujarat High
Court judges perpiexed. In
her petition, a Surat woman
sought custody of her abduct-
ed daughter as well as live-
stock which, she claimed, had
been stolen from her.

Addressing the court on-
Iine in hybrid hearing mode,
the petitioner's advocate, A B
Pandya, informed the court
that the woman's daughter
was Abducted two years ago,
and that goons had burnt
down her hut and taken her
cows, buffaloes and hens.

She had lodged two FIRs-
butpolicehad been inactive in
bringing her daughter and
livestock back. The petition
claimerl that it was the hand-
iwork of two land mafia at
whose behest the municipai
corporation later razed the

hutment and disposed of her
dweiling.

The bench of Justice A Y
Kogje and Justice S J Dave
questioned the lawyer about
the prayer made in the pet-
ition regarding securing cus-
todyof the woman's livestock.
Pandya replied that his client
is like a mother to these ani-
mals and therefore custody of
them should be handed over
to her. Justice Kogje asked the
lawyer how the HC can exer-
cise lts power , to which the
lawyer replied, "Because they
are also human. She is the
mother of these animals."

The judges asked the iaw-
yer to remove the prayer for
custody of animals from the
petition, saying, "We are not
convinced that u,e can invoke
habeas corpus jurisdict.ion
for animals.. ." The court has
posted further hearing in this
case to April 19.
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I SC allovus raped\'

minor to end

30'wk Pregnancy
uPremeCourton Monday

,iil*"d termination of a

.ro 

"?ut 
ia girl's 3o-week

;;X;;;;- aiiegedrY caused

tu't?*oui,ttu'it The SC de-

:i';;;;;; after a medical

irt"to:i 
"P 

i"l"n that though

ri'flp .i ir,i' rszge wa,1f.s[{ 
r

threat to the m tnor s I ue s ar

;Li6 if Pregnancy contix-

uedloitslullterm t*
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sentence for
rape, mutder
of 5-yr-old girl

Vaibhav.Ganiapurc
@timesgroup.com

Napur: A sessions court in
Maharashtra's Nagpur pro
nounced on Monday triple
death sentences to amancon-
victed on three counts of ab-
duction, rape and murder of
a fiveyearold giri in 2019.

Additional sessions judge
S R Padwal's verdict against
Sanjay Puri under Sectlons
302 (murder) and 376.48 (rape
of a minor) of IPC and Sec-
tion 6 of Pocso Act (aggrava-
ted penetrative sexual as-
sault) is said to be the first in-
stance of a court in Maha-
rashtra giving three death
sentences. "The death penal-
ty will be executed, subject to
conJirmation by Bombay
HC. AII substantive senten-
ces shall run concurrently"
the order said. Double death
sentences have previously
been pronounced in at least

. four cases in the Vidarbha
-qegionalone.

\Special public prosecu-

{or\Prashant Sathianathan
Said the child's mother re-
ported her daughter missing
on December 7,2019. A case
was registered at Kalmesh-
war police station near Nag-
pur the same day

On December 8, the girl's
body was found in a fi eld. Me
dical examination revealed
she was sexually assaulted
before the perpetrator smas-
hed her head with a boulder

Investigators quickly
identified the accused as Pu-
ri. Ittranspired that he lured
the child into a field the day
she went missing, gagged,
raped and then murdered
her. Additional sessions jud-
ge Padwal also fined the con-
vict Rs 15,000 and directed
the officer-in-charge of Kal-
meshwar police station to as-
sist the victim's parents in
applying for compensation
from the State Legal Aid
Committee. The most recent
double death sentence was
pronounced on May 22 by
another court in Nagpur
against a man convicted of

.Vipi"s and killing his16-ye- /
s:"Yli:: //
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Now, Prajwal's brO, a S)

MLC, held for unnatural sex
ShrinivasM

@timesgroup.com

Hassan: Former PM HD De-
ve Gowda's grandson and
JD(S) member of the legisla-
tive council (MLC) Suraj Re-
vanna was arrested on Sun-
day on charges of unnatural
sex, wrongful confinement
and criminal intimidation.

Suraj (37), the eldest son
of former minister HD Re-
vanna, is the fourth member
of the Gowda family to face
serious allegations after his
fathel mother Bhavani Re-
vanna and 34-year-old brot-
her Prajwal Revanna. For-
mer Hassan MP Prajwal was
arrested over three weeks
ago in connection with an
alleged sex scandal

Suraj, a surgeon-turned-
politician, was arrested fol-
lowing a police complaint by
aJD(S)worker.

The complainant first
approached senior police of-
ficers in Bengaluru on June
21 and later filed a formal

Surai was arrested following a

complaint by a JD(S) worker

complaint with Holenarasi-
pura police in Hassan dis-
trict, resulting in the regi
stration of an FIR.

"Based on the complaint,
we have filed the case and
due procedure has been follo-
wed," Karnataka home mi-
nister G Parameshwara sa-
id, while confirming the sta-
te govt's decision to hand
over the investigation to CID.

According to sources, Su-
raj was summonedto appear
before investigators at the
CEN police station in Has-
san city Saturday evening.
He reportedly denied the al-
Iegations during questio-

ning. Following his arrest
and medical examination,
Suraj was transferred to
Bengaiuru Sunday where he
was permitted to consult
with his legal team.

The investigation inclu-
des an examinatlon of calls
and messages exchanged
between Suraj and the comp-
lainant, as well as the latter's
visit to Suraj's farmhouse on
June 16. Police are also inves-
tigating a counter-complaint
filed by a friend of Suraj, ac-
cusing the JD(S) worker of
fabricating the allegations
to extort money from the Ie-
gislator.

Suraj has faced multiple
controversies since entering
public life. After younger
brother Prajwal's election to
Lok Sabha in 2019, Suraj
transitioned into politics,
starting with his role as di
rector of Hassan District Co-
operative Central Bank
(HDCC)in2020.

) Praiwal bru probe, P 7
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lens on
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)Gontinued from p I
uraj was later elected

as director to
Taiuk
CreditPrimary

Societies.
IL 2021, Suraj contested

the legislative council elec-
tions from Hassan segment
on a JD(S) ticket andwon. Ho-
wever, his candidacy was
marred by accusations of
concealing personal details,
including his marital status.

Suraj has maintained a re-
Iatively low profile compared
to his family members. His
father Revanna was elected
MLA in 1994, while mother
Bhavani served as member of
the Hassan zilla panchayat.

"He is yet to come out of
the shadow of his father," a se-
nior JD(S) functionary said.

As the investigation conti
nues, the Revanna family re-
mains under intense scruti-
ny with aII four members fa-
cing various iegal challenges
related to sexual assault, ha-
rassment, and kidnappirig al-
legations.Revanna was earli-
er arrested for the aiieged k id-
napping of a 47-year-old wo-
man from Holenarsipura

Sumj is brought back to Hassan
police station after a medical test

town after she lodged a police
complaint against him and
Prajwal on April 28. accusing
them of sexually harassing
her and her daughter when
they worked in their house-
hold between 2019 and.2022.

Her son lodged a police
complaint in Mysuru district
on May 2 claiming that his
mother had been abducted on
April29night.

Later, Revanna's wife Bha-
vani was accused of orchest-
rating the abduction to pro-
tect her son and husband.
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guv molest complaintto SG

\r"

Trr,,rps News Ngrwonx

Kolkata: The former Raj Bha-
van staffer, who
had filed a mo-
Iest complaint
against Bengal
governor C V
Ananda Bose,
moved Supreme Court on
Wednesday questioning how
constitutional immunity
granted to the governor could
curb her fundamental right to
Iife. Raj Bhavan did not imme-
diately react to the develop-
ments. The case is likely to co-
me up for hearing early next
week.

, ,'; '
' :.. f,;ii:. r...

, 'aicutta HC on Wednesday
'1... . directed governor C V
Ananda Bose's crunsel to
withdraw his defan:ation pet-
ition against CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee after pointing out pro-
cedural infirmities. Justice
Krishna Rao asked him to fiie
it afresh.

van premises, in her petition
urged the apex court to direct
police to "carry out investiga-
tion based on the sexual alle-

She aI-
secu-

reputation and digaity She qu-
estioned the manner in which
Raj Bhavan branded her a "Ii
ar" andthe governor gave "his
ownself acleanchit".

Text messages to Bose did
not elicit any response and a
Raj Bhavan official said they
had no information on any ca-
se being filed in Supreme Co-
urt. The woman, too, chose not
to speak on the developments.

In her petition, the rvoman
said she had been, "rendered
volceless and shunned to a life
of depravity and ridicule" and
was under "extreme distress"
and had "no urge to live a life

a
withsuchablackmarkonher i

character". :

>'GuY'simmunity-',P5 -i
G

t 4olested
I

I

,l

D

D
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'Guv's immunity can't
impair police power

to probe offence'
)Gontinued frcm P I

,{ rguing that while Arti
f\ cle 361gives a governor

,1. Limmunity from crimi
nal proceedings while dis-
charging his duties, she ques-
tioned how could "sexual ha-
rassment and molestation
form part of governor's duti-
es". She added t]tat in such a
case she would get no remedy
and the only option for her
would be "to wait for the ac-
cused to demit his office", a
delay that would be difficult
to explain during trial, rende-
ring the entire procedure a
mere lip service, wittrout any
justiceto her

The woman also argued
that immulity "cannot im-
pair the police's powers to in-
vestigate the offence, inclu-
ding the recording of the go-
vernor's statement by the po-
lice, if need so arises" and
added that immunity gran-
ted under Article 361 was app-
licable only at the stage of ta-
king cogaizance of the offen-
ce and not at the stage of in-
quiry or investigation.

The woman's complaint
had prompted cops to lodge
an FIR on May 15 against

three per-
sons, all Raj
Bhavan staf-
fers, for cri
minal cons-
piracy The
three were

granted anticipatory bail
and have now moved Calcut-
ta High Courtfor quashing of
charges against them. The
HC on May 24inar, interim
order had asked police not to
take any coercive steps aga-
inst the trio. Among those im-
plicated is the officer:on-spe-
cial duty to the governox

Last week, CV Ananda
Bose had written to the DoPT
asking for removal of Kolka-
ta Police commissioner Vine-
et Goyal and DCP (Central)
Indira Mukherjee, who is he-
ading the Special Enquiry
Team probing the molesta-
tion charge. Bose said Kolka-
ta Police "induced and enti-
ced the accuser and has play-
ed the role of a facilitator in
the events thatunfolded" and
dubbed it as "part of a pre-
written script". He claimed
the "concocted allegations
with added colour and flavo-
ur shows the mala fide intent
and compliciff of the police. "

l
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scandal: Revann;
o custody bystT

Bail ln Survivor
Kidnapping

Case Rejected
Bengaluru: In a major devel-
opment. the Special Investiga_
tton Team (SIT) probing the
sex vtdeo_scandai i nvolvin g JD
lsl Ml prajwat Revanna on
y1t1r9av took his father ancl
JD(S)-\4LA H D Revanna into

;:iTfJ,*:..H?#i1.i,,tr"#
PrnC:Tg was rejected by the
reop.te s Representative Courr
rnBengaiuru.

, Sources said H D Revanna
nas been taken into custody
trom rhe residence ol his fa-
tner and former prime Minis_
ter H D_Deve Gowda in Benga.
luru's Padmanabhanagar lo_
ca.l] ty. He has been taken to theJrt o1llce on the premises ol
theCriminai Invest jgar[on De_panment(CIDt.

Revanna was
PM H D DeVe

taken into custody from
Gowda, in Bengaluru on

of his father, former

H^D Revannad.id not turn up
Detore the authoritles even af_
ter being served t hree notices.

", .uenlor counsel Muthy Drark, appearing lor H D Re-
yan13' areued that the only ai-
regarron against his client is astatement that he had called
the survivor to his residence.
Barrtng this. there is nothing
to prove the role of HD Revan_
na m this case. he argued, add-rng-that the statement was

.made by an accused in the
case, with whom his client has
noconnections.

^._He 
a_lso claimed ihar the

SIT has del iberarely added tpC
recnon 3644, which attracts
rue rmprisonment and capjlal
plrntshment. to ensure that his
ctrent's_ bail plea is rejected.
r ne other IpC Sections in-
voKed - 868 and 365 _ attract
mprlsonment of iess than
seven years. Tlrerefore, toprove the innocence of H D Re_

ffifi:,l;ffJt#$#,i"?,.uu

by.his son prajwal, the sources
said. Earlier on Saturdav theSIT traced rhe kidnapped
yo.man to the farmhoust of
Rajashekaq the personal as_
srslant to H D Revanna, ar Ka-tenahallj village in Nlysuru
orctnct. In the court. special
publtc. prosecutor B N Jagad_
rsn submitted that the case is
aoout saving the life of a poor
woman. Jagadish arguedlhat

. H D Revanna opened the
ooor himself.and walked out
wrth the SIT officers towards
merr vehicle. He did not make
any remark at the time of his
arrest. The SIT officers reac_
hed theformer pM.s residence
soon after the court tu_rned
down his anticipatorv bail
ptea m a case related to the kid_
nappmg of a woman who was
auegedly sexualJy assaulted
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sex abam* 6e$e;

Fra$wm{$m vBdem

sonPrajwal
Revannare-
leased a Pur-
ported video
statement

ar before investigators at

10amonMaY31.
"I will cooperate with the

tivestigation and resPond to

rhecharses. i havefaith inju-
dicrary anC God. I am confi-
dent of emerging victorrous
from these false cases." the
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rfwiptd;
into deprcssion

after Cong

defamed me
)Continued from P I
x o vervone claims theY
t u.u not guilty... SIT'

B, basedonevidence. will

wenil

what have to,state
home minis-
ter G Para-
meshwara
said.

Praiwal
Revanna
says in the

vitleo that he "went into de-

oression" and "isolated"
'himsef after MP Rahul
Gandhi and other Congress
functionaries defamed him

me atthetime, and SITwas

r ;'"-Ji"t*"o"either''4

publicly "I was watching a

news channel on YouTube
when I learnt (about the sex

r abuse ailegations). After
i tt ut, SIT also issued a no-

i tice. t sought a week's time
i to resPontl to the SIT notice

i ttrrougtl mY lawYers and X

i handle."
i The susPended JD(S)

i functionarY alleges that
I several PeoPle in his con-
i stituency consPired
i againsthim "aslwas grow-
i ineooliticallv in Hassan"'
i "':Looking at all these

' things. I was shocked; so I
i was a bit awaY. No one

i shouldmistakemYabsence
i forfleeing."
i Prajwal, who is seeking
: re-electionfromHassan. in-
i sists in the video that his
i triP was Planned before the
, aliegations surfaced.
' "There was no case against
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sex scandal dented
DeveGowdalimage: HDK

Hassan/Bengaluru: {or_ CM HD Kumaraswamy, said
IT:t flT]:t.^": Td 'lD(s) MLA the sex r""na"r ,Iug"orv l*rlU Kevanna, Iacing sexual volving prajwal Revanna,sharassment charges, said on ,o" p.-u:*rit J dented theWednesday thepeople of Has_ irnug" oi pr"tv pitriarch andsan, "whohaveblessedmefor forrierpMHfr 6eveCowaa.
decades, will not abandon JO<SI ,irU-itt"d a com_me". Revanna, who was ar_ piaint to X""r"li" DGp &resfed and is out on bail, re- iC atot motran against Corr-fused to discuss the case gressMpRahulGandhiforal-"sinceitissubjudice,,. i"g"Aivlrvi"g p;;t#i il;Revanna'sbrother,former,,rip.,i+oo*ori.rll.*^
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mirvdcase held

for harassment
Mysuru: BJP functionary
G Devarajegowda, the flrst
to alert his party last year
about sleaze videos alleged-
ly involving Hassan JDS
MP Prajwal Revanna, was
arrested late Friday in a
sexual harassment case.

Devarajegowda, also an
advocate, was held in Kar-
nataka's Chitnadurga and
brought to Holenarasipura,
Hassan, on Saturda5r He
was remanded in judicial
custody for 14 days.

A woman had filed a
complaint onAprillthis ye-
ar saying she had contacted
Devarajegowdato find a bu-
yer for her property around
10 months ago. She claimed
he had been regularly con-
tacting and harassing her
over phone and abused her
this Feb. Devarajegowda
has also been booked on
charges of voyeurism. rr.ru

ql
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2nd\+roman denies rape, Sa,\i'S She

was made to sign onblankpaper
,who were They?' patra ln old video 0n'survivors'who Met Prez

Saniib Ghakraborty I tllr

Santleshkhali: Two more
videos - both bites given to
TV channels - have emer-
sed out of Sandeshkhali. gi-

iing fresh life to the Trina-
mool charge that the entire
controversY is a "BJP narra-
tlve engineered for Political
purposes".

The first video to emerge
on ThursdaY shows Basirhat
BJP candidate Rekha Patra
ouestion ing the identities of
ih" "tup" tu.,ivors" who we-

re taken to Delhi bY BJP func-
tionaries to meet President
Murmu. "We arethereal sur-
vivors, who are theY?" she

asks in what seems to be an

old interview given to TV
channels before she became

BJP candidate from Basir-
hat (Sandeshkhali is a Part
of the constituency).

The second is of a San-

deshkhali "raPe survivor"
telling the media that she

was made to sign on a blank
piece of Paper bY BJP func-

SA}ITIESHKHATI UIDEOg
view given to TV channels on

WednesdaY - showed one
"raoe survivor" saYing there
wai no sexual abuse and she

was made to sign a blankPie-
ce of paperbY BJP leaders'

On thursdaY, the second
"rape survivor" told rePor-
t".i thut BJP worker PiYali
Das (aka Mampi Das) had ta-

ken her and some others to
meet a visiting NCW team'
"We told them we would be

happy if we were given our
NREGA dues and the moneY
we were Promised for coo-

kine for them (Trinamool
lead-ers)," she said before ad-

tling that there was no rape'
"We were given a blank Pa-

oer and asked to sign' We

went home after that. Four-fi -

ve davs later we got a notice
from the Police station' It
was then that we came to
know that we had filed a raPe

complaint. This is a total lie'
Nothing of this sort haPPe-

ned," she saYs on camera'

)Custodial quizzing' P 5

TAtE OT 4

tionaries and she never went
to the police station to lodge
any comPlaint. "There was

no rape." she told rePorters'
ThursdaY's develop-

ments follow two earlier vi-
deos - one a sting oPeration
and the other an interview
eiven to news channels -
ihut huu" been highlighted
bv Trinamool to show how
g"eneal BJP seniors. inclu-
dine-assembIY oPPosit ion le-

adei Suvendu Adhikari, in-

stigated several women in
Sandeshkhali to file comPla-

ints of raPe.
The first of the four vide-

os came last week; it was a
stins operation showingBJP
Sandeshkhali Block-Il chief
Ganeadhar KoYal admitting
thatihe ent ire " Sandeshkha-
li movement" was Adhika-
ri's brainchilu anal the wo-

men (the complainants) did
what they were told to do'

The secondvideo - an inter-

go to police station

EE Rekha Patra tells TV

tH channels (before

becoming BJP's Basirhat
candidate),'We are the raPe

survivors, who are the

women taken to Delhi bY BJP

to meet Prez Murmu?'

ffR Another'rape survivor'

EiE tetts media there was no

rape and she was forced to

sign a blank Paper

fi€ A stinq oP video in
f ffi wnicnttir Sandeshkhali
ffik-tt ctriet Gangadhar
koyal says the "sandeshkhali
movement" was Suvendu

Adhikari's brainchild and the

women complainants did

what they were told to do

*ffit A woman who had flled

E$ rape complainttells
oolice and media she was

inade to sign on blank Paper
by BJP netas and coerced to

Pj
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term for murd er, 43yrs after acquittal
Ttues News NErwonx

Prayagrai: Ailahabad High
Court has overturned the
acquittal of two murder su-
spects by a trial court in
Gorakhpur 43 Years ago and
sentenced both to life term.

In response to a govt aPPe-

aI, justices Rajiv Gupta and
Shiv Shanker Prasad rever-
sed the acquittal of PYare
Singh and Chhotku, convic-
ting them under Section 302
(murder) and other relevant
sections on May 7.

The court directed the chi-

named Gangawas
killed,leading to an

The case dates back to

The case dates back ding to an FIR against seven dering the facts and circums-

to Sept 22,1978,
people in GorakhPur the fol-
iowingday

tances of the case and exami-
ning the findings recorded bY

when a Person The suspects were char-
ged after an
The additional

investigation.
sessions jud-

geof Gorakhpur convictedfi- that the trial court has not ex-

the trial court in the acquittal
of accused Pyare Singh and
Chhotku, we are of the view

trial. The acquittal of the ac-

cused Pyare Singh and

ve of the accused on January amined the evidence led by

21, 1981, and sentenced them the Prosecution in the right
to life term. perspective. The prosecution

ef judicial magistrate of Go- PYare and Chhotku were hasfullyestablishedthe guiit

rakhpur to ensure both were acquittedof allcharges inthe of theaccusedonthebasis of

arrested and transferred to same judgment. Later, evidence led at the stage of
jail to serve their sentences. govt appeaied against their

acquittal.
Sept 22, 1978, when a Person HC heard the plea and no- Chhotku is consequenUY

named Ganga was killed,lea- tedinitsverdict:"Afterconsi- reversed."

get
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&L"ffi,Misdirected
lruthe Revanna case,women continue tobe

brutalisedby failures to protect their identity

T\rajwal Revanna is, by most accounts, in Germany He left
! -rr Hassan soon after it finished poliing on April 26. Between then
I and today, when Karnataka's remaining LS seats go to vote, the
sexual assault allegations against himhave escalated in gravity and
politicalheat. You could sayof allthis, it'sthe startof thejourneyof

' justice. But for many of the women who appear in the videos, on
whose basis an SIT probe is proceeding, it appears to be the start of
new torture. As the videos gain circulation in Hassan and reveal

. their identities, women have been fleeing their homes, without the

. lu-rury of a diplomatic passport or a European destination.

. Don't mislabel this It doesn't help them that many media
reports refer to the videos as 'sex tapes'. There are clear signs that
nothing so benign is underway here. What is being indicated is

. sexual harrassment to rape, on a mass scale, with the enormous
political power Revanna's family wields in the district providing

the core frame of reference.
Don't continue electronic abuse i

In the seminal Nipun Saxena case,
SC underlined the importance of
protecting the identity of rape and
sexual abuse victims: "Unfortunately
in our society, the victim of a sexual
offence...is treated worse than the
perpetrator of the crime." The persons
who dumped the video pen drives
across Hassan's bus stops, parks,
shops etc before it voted, with obvious

political motivations, don't care how many women they will be
hurting how much. Neither do all those who take pleasure in
watching the videos and circulating them via WhatsApp, Bluetooth
etc. But what about the state? What has it done to protect the
women's identities? So far, not much.

Don't ignore the laws These acts of circulation are actionable
under Sections 66E and 67.{ of the IT Act. The judiciary, which has
issued 80+ gag orders for Revanna, should strongly direct authorities
on strict action to protect the women too. SIT's new helpline must
also come through for the victims. Finaliy it is time to pull political
parties within the POSH and Vishakha rekhas. The view that they
are exempt because they do not have employer-employee relation-
ships is nolongertenable. Remembe4 the idea of theworkplace was
meaningfully expanded by the Bhanwari Devi case. Then note that
the Revanna videos reportedly include party workers.

05:0t)00:00

I I

I

i

i
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,/?!2-yr-old's

seeks med
MTP plea: HC
board report

RosySequeira@ti mesg roup.com

Mumbai:TheBombayHigh
Court has sought a report
from a medical board of JJ
Hospital on a plea for medi
cal termination of the over
six-month pregnancy of a
12-year-old girl who was sex-
ually assaulted by her 14-
year-oid brother.

Justices Revati Mohite
Dere and Manjusha Desh-
pande on Thursday directed

. amedicalboardtobeconsti-
tuted to examine her and its
report to be submitted to a
vacation bench on Monda5r

' The girl's mother moved HC
. topermitMTPasherdaugh-
. ter's pregarancy has crossed
. the 24-week legal limit for

termination.
The petition said on May

e 2 the daughter complained
of stomach ache. At a health
centre, the doctor suspected
pregnancy and a test con-
firmed it. The girl told her
mother that from Oct, when
no one was at home. her el-
der brother used to forcibly
,establish physical relation-
shipwith her Hethreatened
her with dire consequences.
On the mother's complaint,
an FIR was lodged the same
dayunder IPC andPocso Act

." against the son and he was

sent to juvenile home. On
May 3, the girl was produced
before child welfare com-
mittee, Palghar, and sentto a
home. On May 4. at JJ Hospi
tal it was found that she is
"24 weeks and five days"
pregnant.

The mother's petition
said doctors have opined
that there are chances of
premature birth, low birth
weight, respiratory distress
syndrome, electrolyte im-
balance and kidney disease.
The medical reports indi
cate there willbemajor com-
plications in growth of the
foetus in the minor's womb
and it will endanger both
lives. Also, continuation of
pregnancy till normal ten-
ure will affect the girl's
physical and mental health

The mother's petition
said doctorc had opined
that thele were chances
of prematurc birth,low
birth weight, respira-
tory distress, electrc-
lyte imbalanceand
kidney disease-.maiol
complications in growth
of the foetus

besides causingmore risk to
her life.

"The mere age of 12 to 18
is not appropriate to repro-
duce a child... The minor girl
has a right to study and
make a career butdue to this
pregnancy it wiII be impos-
sible for the minorzvictim
even to be educated," her
petition added. The mother
said she wants her daughter
to lead a "normal life with-
out any complications and
medical problems". "...ev-
ery passing day produces ir-
retrievable changes in the
status of the petitioner's
daughter and foetus which
she carries and... invariablv
have a direct impact upon
the child in the womb as well
as the petitioner's daugh-
ter," her petition said.

/-'
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"4Sexual crimes:''

Shun perps,
not survivors

ter and head of the Janata Dal (S), H D Deve Gowda'

Others are analysing the impact on the election.
Prajwal's pen drive with 2,976 sexual video-clips

of him allegedly forcing sexual acts on multiple
women is all over social media. This has embold-
ened some survivors to file cases. Prajwal has de-

camped to GermanY to avoid arrest.
His father, Revanna, is also in trouble. A former

female empioyee at his house has alleged, "When-
ever his wife Bhavani was away, Revanna would
repeatedly touch me inappropriately, disrobe me'

and sexually assault me."
This highlights two terrible aspects of Indian so

ciety One, powerftrl families control loca1 police sta-

tions and are effectively above the law. Their children
think they are immune from criminal complaints'
That can have devastating moral consequences'

Sadly, the Gowda clan's power is not exceptiol-
aI. Across India, top politicians are masters in their
satrapies. Anybody complaining against them will
suffei terribly after a pollce rebuff. Once in a while
their outrages come to light, but this has no impact
on other satraps.

Consider Kuldeep Singh Sengaf, former &IP MLA'
He allegedly raped a 1&year-old girlwho cametohim
for ajob in Unnao in 2017' Her father protested to the
police, but was himself arrested and beaten to death

by policemen in jail. Desperate for justice, the girl set

hertelf on fire outside the chief minister's house' The

courts intervened, and a police enquiry ex?osed the

r[o"f.i"J t""tlr. Lateq a truck hit the car in which the

eirl was-traveling with two aunts and her lawyen Her

Iunts were kitted, and her lawyer badly injured' What

a tragic outcome for a girl who had the guts to com-

nhinl Will not her tale dissuade other victims?
Worse is the social impact on female survivors

and their families. I find this far more shocking than
even the sexual abuses. Surely women fllmed per-

formingforced sexual acts should receive the warm-

est s:rmpathy and heartrelt support of their commu-

nities. Sureiy the molesters and rapists should be

ostracised. Ahs, it is the survivors who are being

ostracised by their communities. As for perpetra-

SWAIIINATHAN S ANXIISARIA A]YAR

Some are drooling lasciviously over
the Karnataka sex scandal involving
Prajwal Revanna, MP and son of for-
merstatehealth ministerllD Revanna,

and grandson of former Prime Minis-

wH&f A $HAtoiEr While the accused has fled to
Germany, the stigma has made several survivors
and their families leave Hassan district

tors, one newspaper report from the fleld says the
revelations will have no impact on votes. Apparent-
Iy voters think nothing significant has happe-ned'

Acrrrss Hassan district, several survivors and their
families have fled to escape humiliation and social
opprobrium. T?aditional Indian society does not view

riped women as victims of terrible crimes. It views
them as scandalous women acting in porn clips. The
humiliation js too much for many families to bear'

A woman who used to work in Revanna's home

was kidnapped to silence her. The police rescuedtrer
Is she hailed as a heroine bringing horrible polidcians

to book? No, she and her family are scarred for }ife'
Her son says, "The whole world knows about us now
How can we go back to our village and live? We are
poor people frghting every day to make ends meet. The

area where we iived will never accept us."
Worse, the woman was too afraid to tell her fam ily

the truth. "She never told us about tJre assau-Its." says

the son. "We came to know only after the video went
viral." Our sick socialnorms stop a woman complain-

ingof rape toherownfamilyforfear of socialdisgrace'
-In 

other countries, survivors would have national
sympathy and those comingforward to tell theil tales

viouta U6 caled heroines. Traditions are different
here, imbued with a patriarchal culture that com-

modifies women. They are viewed as possessions of
their fathers and after marriage, of their husbands,

ratler than individuals free to do as they please. The
practice of dowry further commodifies them.

One consequence is that a raped girl is viewed
as'damaged goods'. People wlll say in Hlndi "Nzla
ne tad.kiho hharab kar diya" (the politician has
made the girl bad). What distorted logic! Surely the
man is bad, and the girl is not' But in traditional
society, nobody will marry her. 61hs1 msn \ /ill vie$/
her as a 'bad girl', as legitimate prey Her family
will be tainted.

An injured man will receive s5'T npathy and help
ftomcommunit5r Butarapedwomanwillnot, because

she is seen as a commodity and damaged at that.
We boast about becoming the third largest econ-

omy in the world, and the voice of the Globai South'
Let us attend flrst to the sickness in oirr society Let
us gain the capacity to feel shame. *

-'

'Jc54r aa
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HC denies parole for
relations

withlive-in

a

Trues Nrws Nrrwonr

New Delhi: Deihi High
Court on Thursday un-
derlinerl that Inclian law
and prison rules do not
permit parole to a priso-
ner on the ground of ma-
intaining conjugal rela-
tionships, certainly not
with a live-in part-
ner. The court said
that a person can-
not claim to have a
fundamental right
to a child from his
or her live-in part-
ner, who is a convict, whi-
le denylngparole to a man
who triedto pass off his 1i
ve-in partner as hls wife,
hiding the fact he aiready
hadawife.

"It would be also perti
nent to note that the iaw,
as it stands enacted today
does not permit grant of
parole on the ground of
maintaining'conjugal re-
lationship' even with
one's 1ega11y wedded wife,
1et alone a live-in part-
ner," .i'ustice Swarana
Kanta Sharma observed
while refusing parole to a
man, who is serving life
imprisonment, to con-
summate his "marriage"
with his live-in partner
and for maintaining

social ties.
ln the plea, the woman

was mentioned as his wife
and ihe man had also not
revealed that he had not
Iegaliy separated from
his first wil'e wlth whom
he had three children.

The convict's live-in
partner, who lacks legal

recognition as a
"wife", doesnotfail
within the scope of
the rlefinition of
'family' under the
Deihi PrisonRules,
HC said; adding

though the Rules recogli-
se the illness of a kin as a
ground for considering
application for parole,
such 'family member'
will not jnclude the peti
tioner's iive-in partner,
who, according to the in-
terim application, is ill
and requires treatment.

The court said if paro-
le is granted on such gro-
unds, it will open a flood
gate of such petitions
wheremany convictsmay
seekparole onthe ground
that they have a live-in
partner apart from their
legally-wedded partner
or in case of an unmarri-
ed convlct, a live-in part-
ner who may want to have
a child with the convict.

tu'A
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No legal bar on
second divorce
plea on cruelty
grounds: HC

pengaluru: There is no legal
bar on flling a second petiti,on
seeking dissolution of mar-
rrage on grounds of cruelty if.
earlier petition has been dis_
missed, Karnataka HC observ_
ed, Sry1t_ing divorce to a man,
reports Vasantha Kumar.
. 'jEven if it is assumed that

the husband has failed to dis_
charge his obligation lowards
tne son, the same cannot be aground to deny divorce if he is
aote to establish the ground of
cruelty-against his wife,..a di
vrsron bench comprising Jus_trces Anu Sivaraman and
A-nant Rarnanath Hegde said,
settlng aside the j udgment of aramrlycourtin Mysuru.
^^ 

The couple marrjed on Jan
28,2007. and welcomed a sonon
JanZ.6,Z0l0. The woman regis_
tere.d a police complalnt
agajns^t her h usban d, accu s ing
hrm of demanding Rs 3 laki
trom herfather:
. Tt g wife aLteged the hus-
D.rlrd lqd an ilticit relarion-
sn rp.wrth a colleague. The hus_
oand. whohad earlier filed a di_vorce.plea and withdrew the :

same in 2018. filed a frestr pei_ ;

ll91 r, .201e. on ,tan zz, iozt, itle tgtily court rejecred the ipleafiiedbythehusband. - 
i
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ii Relationship no

' licence to biat a
woman: HC

Bengaluru: A consensual
relationship is not a iicence tbr a
manto beatupa woman, Karnata-
ka High Court has observed whilequashing rape and cheating
charges against a techie broughT
bY a colleague while retaini"ng
others related to thrashing her.Justice M Nagaprasanna
noled that both Bcngsllrpu pp51_
clents were in a relarionship for
over five years.

In July 2022, the woman lodged
a police complaint i.rlleging lhe
rnan had a physical relationship
with her on the promise of mari-
riage but breached it. Fotlowing
th js. a case was liled against hiri
under various scctions of the I pC,
including Section 976 (rape).

The man challenged the FIR in
theHC and argued thar in 2020. the
\{oman had t'iied a srrniiar com_
plai nt aga itrst a nother person and
Ll was pending. He ciajmecl the
woman had filed a similar com_plaint 1n 2022 and, had a habit offiling criminal complaints
against different men. rNN
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& screcalls order allowing &

abortion of 3l-week foetris
Teen To Carry Till Full Term As Docs Explain Risk ln MTp
Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a rare in_
stance, Supreme Court on
Monday recalled its April 22
order, passed in exercise.of
its omnibus powers under
Articie 142 of the Constitu_
tion to do complete justice,

. allowing lermination of a
14-year-old girl,s B1_week
pregnancy caused by sexual
assault.. A bench headed by CJI D

" Y. Chandrachud. on a pet_
. ition filed by the minor,s
. mother, had asked the dean

of Lokmanya Tilak Munici_
pal General Hospital and. Medical College, Sion, Mum-
bai, to carry out the MTp af_
ter it perused a medical
board's report suggesting
that though termination oi
anadvanced pregnancy was
nsky. carrying on with the
pregnancy to its full term
may have a deleterious im_
pact on the minor,s mental
and physical health.

After the court passed the
order setting the stage for
MTR the girl's mother vacil-
Ialed between termination
of a fully grown foetus or al_
lowing her minor daughter
to deliver a baby which
rvould beput up foradoption.
She wanted an assuiance
that MTP would not harm
her daughter in any manner
But doctors explained the
complications involved jn
terminating an advanced
pregnancy

Finding the petitioner in_
decisive, the doctors wrote
back to the SC and additlonal
solicitor general Aishwarya

The Ol-led SG bench
ordered that if at anv
later stage, after the
minor gave birth, the
fgmllywanted to give up
the baby for adoption,
then state govt would
facilitate the process

Bhati, specifically requested
by the SC to assist in the mat_
ter by consulting evervone
involved, explained the diffi
culr situation faced by the
ooctors in terminating a
pregnancy which had ad_
vanced to B2 weeks.

Recogtising the dilem_
ma, the bench decided to
have a video conference with
the girl's parents, the team of
doctors tasked with conduct_
ing the MTP, counsei for the
motherandBhati.

After a discussion, the
bench agreed with the par_
ents olr taking the pre gnancy
to itsfullterm.

It recailed its April 22 or_
der, and ordered that the
Maharashtra govt would
support the girl and her fam-
ily in carrying on with the
pregnancy to its full term
andrenderallhealthcareas_ 

:

sistance to hen :

The CJI-led bench also or_ :
dered that if at any later :
stage. after the minor gave i
birth. the lamily wantet to :
give up the baby for adop- ition, the state govt would fa_ icilitatetheprocess. :

-_. 
Int_erestingly Bombay ,

High Court had rejecred rhL i
girl's mother'S plea for MTp :

citing the Medical Termina_ i
tion of Pregnancy Act provi- :

sion thar fixed 24 weeks as i
theouterlimit forpreglancy :
termination. SC had ordered :
a fresh examination of the i
girlbyamedicalboardonthe i
ground that the medical re- i
port relied upon bv rhe HC :

djd not consider .'impact of i
pregnancy on physical and
emotional well-being of the
minor". .?.................:....

1

l
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lslam doesn't allow live'in if
married and the Pa-
rtiesbeing adults choose to
leatl their lives in a waY of
their own," said the bench'
With this observation, the
bench of justices AR Masoo-

di and AK Srivastava re-
fused to
tection

married: HC
The Petitioners claimed

they were in a live-in rela-
tionshiP but the woman's
oarenti lodged an FIR for
i<idnapping and inducing

Lucknow: Allahabad HC's
Lucknow bench has held
that a follower of Islam can-

not be in a live-in relation-
shi p if h is spouse is al ive. re-
poits Ravi Singh SisodiYa.
"Islamic tenets do not Per-
mit live-in-relationshiP dur-
ine a subsisting marriage'
Tlie position may be differ-

\
I

1

I
l

\
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Kochi: BJP functionary
Shone George has filed an aP-

olication in Kerala HC, alleg-
inethat CM Pinarayi Vijayan's
rlauehter's, now defunct com-

oani. Exalogic "Parked" huge
iums in an accotult in Abu

Dhabi and Canad ian comPanY

SNC Lavalin routed funds to

USAthroughit.
The PIea seeks aProbe into

daushter, Veena T's company
und6r the ComPanies Act and

action bY the Serious Fraud In-
vestigationoffice' crt C

lr
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-1.

HC ban on ads
a

Dhananiay.Mahapatra
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: SuPreme Court
on Monday said BJP's news-
paper advertisements target-
i ng Trinamool Congress were
prima facie disparaging and
added that the issue was "a
question of the indePendence
of theElection Commission".

A vacation bench of jus-
tices JKMaheshwari andKV
Viswanathan refused to en-
tertain the BJP aPPeal
against a Calcutta HC order
that stopped such advertise-
ments and also questioned EC
for not acting promPUY on
Trinamool Congress's MaY 15

compiaint against the adver-
tisements. EC had issued no-
ticeto BJP three daYs later, on
May18.

"Why did EC not do anY-
thlng even after the Calcutta
High Court order? It is a ques'
tion of the independence of
EC. We are not inclined to in-
terfere with this (HC) order
We have seen the advertise-
ments. Do not precipltate the
issue," the bench told senior
advocate P S Patwalia, who
appearedforBJP

"Prima facie, the adver-
tisements are disParaging.
You can promote Yourself
and say you are the best. But
we cannot... further (Politi-
cal) acrimony" Justice Vis-
wanathan said even as Patwa-
lia insisted that three of the
four advertisements were fac-
tual.

Calcutta High Court, ear-

lier thls month, had said EC
had "grossly failed" to ad-
dress complaints about viola-
tions of the model code of Poll
conduct after a Trinamool
complaint against the BJP ad-
vertisements. The HC had al-
so restrained BJP fi'om con-
tinuing with the publication
of "offending advertise-
ments" and issuingmedia ad-
vertisements that vioiated
the model code.

Justice Sabyasachi Bhat'
tacharya held that the adver-
tisements issued by BJP on
May 4,5, 10 and 12 in sections
of the mediawere clearlY "de-
rogatory" and violated the
code, adding that such "de-
rogatory", "slanderous" ad-
vertisement ought to be rest-
rained in order to ensure free,
fair and untainted elections.
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SC refuses to h

turnout data
ear plea on voter
amid elections

The top court
aoreed with Election
C-ormmisslon that it

Dhananiay.Mahapatra
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: SuPreme Court
on Friday refused to enterta-
in an NGO's Plea for a direc-
tion to EC to declarevotertur-
nout figures at the end of
each phase of Polling and sa-

id it was not inclined to issue
any interim order amid elec-

Appearing for EC. senior
advocate Maninder Singh sa-

id the application was based

on "susPicions, aPPrehen"
sions and falsehood" and ur-
ged SC not to entertain such a

6lea as the "so-called PlL"
was causing grave harm to \

I

tioneering.
The aPex court was hea-

ring an application filed bY

Association for Democratic

was a voluntarY steP taken bY

the poll Panel to inform Pub-
Iic about aPProximate votrng

dsesnt have to
upload numhers
aiter each phase

SC said the turnout aPP the electoral Process.
"Low voter turnout could

percentage.
"EC is not statutorilY re-

>PlL factory' P 5

ative is like'ao bail mui he ma-

or' (counter-Product ive)," SC

said, agreeing with EC's con-

tention that it was not manda-
ted to put out turnout figures
after polling for each Phase'

possibly be dueto continuous
ittempts bY certain elements
to create an atmosPhere of
suspicion around the electo-
ral process," he said.

'Sineh 
said the court, in its

iudsmJnt on APril 26. had
L"ritinis"d everY ADR alle-
eation and dismissed it while

[uestioning its bona fide'

Reforms (ADR) in itsPILPen- ouired to uPIoad PreliminarY
data. Sometimes a good initi-

ilingsince2019.
ADR had sought "scanned

legible copies of Form 17C

Part-I (Account of Votes Re-

corded)" of all Polling sta-

tions uPloaded immediately
. afterthePoils.
\
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No facts pleaded but PIL factory
is raising suspicions: EC in SC

)Continued from P I

l"1ouflsel for the Election
' Commission. Manin-1 der Singh, said in the
Supreme Court: "But the PIL
factory within hours of the
pronouncement of the judg-
ment, fiIed this application
raising another set of appre-
hensions based on suspi-
cions. No fact is pleaded to
substantiate the ailega-

'Over the years, we
have seen publicity
interesL private
interest and paisa
intercst petitions
masquerading as
PlLs,'the SG said

Satish Chandra Sharma SC
repeatedly asked why ADR
did not take steps for early
hearingof its20l9 petition in
the last five years and how it
could seek intErim' r€li€f
which was similar to the reli-
ef sought in its 2019 petition.

Senior advocate Dushy-
ant Dave, for ADR, admitted

that the NGO was
damned by SC but re-
minded the court that
ADR had over the ye-
ars played an impor-
tant role in assisting

the court to develop the elec-
toral jurisprudence. Senior
advocate AM Singhvi, appea-
ring for former Trinamool
MP Mahua Moitra, said Arti
cle 329(b) was never a bar for
courts to initiate improve-
ments in the electoral pro-
cess to make polls fair and

transparent.
Singhvi countered EC's

stand that SC's April26 judg-
ment covered the voter tur-
nout percentage mandated
in Form 17C. The bench agre-
ed with Singhvi, but said:
"Of the seven phases (of
elections), five phases are
over. The sixth one is schedu-
led for May 25. We have seen
EC's counter affidavit. This
particular compliance you
(ADR) are insisting on wiII
require not only manpower
but also change ground ru-

' les. We are aware of ground
realities."

"Everyone is for free and
fair elections. Whatever im-
provement that is needed
should be made. Over the ye-
ars, we have seen publicity
interest, private interest and
paisa interest petitions mas-
queradingas PILs. It is for us
to check this...we don't say
you don't have a case on me-
rit but this is not an appro-
priate relief you have sought
now. Very little window is
left open, we cannot inter-
rupt it. We are also respon-
sible citizens. Let us trust so-
me of our institutions."
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missioner iv Kumar ques-

Eligible Voted ln

First 5 Phases
BhartiJain@ti mesgrouP'com

have casttheir vote' accord ing

," 
"Oro "ifrrt"d 

bY the PoII tioned the trend of rePeated

nanel on Saturday
The revision in

raising of "unfounded doub-

format of ts" onthe electoral Processes'

release
even as

of turnout data came

chief election com- >'Pattern in raising-" P 6

I

CEC Raiiv Kumar
vote in New Delhi
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n't cross Lakshmanrekha:
HC turns down BIP plea on ads

Subrata Chattoni I rr'r r.r

Kolkata: Adivision bench of
Calcutta High Court on Wed-
nesday refused to intetfere ln
a single-bench judge's order
that restrained BJP from pub-
Iishing "offending advertise-
ments" in the media.

Calcutta HC Chief .Iustice
T S Sivagnanam said parties
should not cross a "Laksh-
manrekha" during electione-
ering. "Certain utterances by
people at the helm of affairs
are having a great impact on
the public. There shouid not
be any personal attack. This
holds equally true for the
other side," he said.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Sabyasachi Bhatta-
charya, in response to a TMC
petition, said on Monday that
EC had "grossly failed" to
address compla i nts about vio-

of the model code of

poll conduct. He also restrai-
ned BJP from contiruing
with the publication of "of-
fending advertisements" that
violated the code.

The advertisements issu-
ed by BJP on May 4, 5, 10 and12
in sections of the media were
"dero gatory", Justice Bhatta-
charya said, adding that such
"derogatory", "slanderous"
advertisement ought to be
restrained to ensure free and
faireiections.

)Seek review: Gr, P 5

Ganguly Hrants
EC prohed hy

centralagensles
. . ormer Calcutta High
: Courl judge Abhijit Gan-

guly on Wednesday fi J ed a pet-
ition against Election Com-
mission in Calcuta HC, seek-
ing a central agency probe in-
to why the poli panel made
"wholly unwarranted and
highly objectionable com-
ments" against him with a
"prejudiced mind". Ganguly
BJP's Tamluk candidate,
stepped intothe HC tosign his
u akalatnama as a litigant and
then headed to Mol,na and
Nandigram to resurne cam-
paigning after the EC-man-
dated har. "I had gone to the
HC to file a petition. I had
some prior engagementgli
Gargrrly told Tol. {//

E-.e

,& Certain utterances
\af bv people at the
helm of affairs are
having a great impact on
the public. There should
not be any personal
attack. This holds equally
true for the other side

- calcutta Hc C,
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Sivagnanam asks BIP to seek
ew of order before single bench

)Gontinued from P I

; MC had approached CaI-
I cuttaHCagainstsomeads
:1, that were published on

days includingMay12 (a daybe-
fore the 4th phase of po1ls and
fel} in the designated "silent pe-
riod"). The division hench of
Chief Justice Sivagrranam and
Justice Hirarrmay Bhattach-
rr)rya on Wednesday said they
:ould not be asked to test the
:iorrectness ol an order when

BJP had not made its submis-
sion il the single bench. The CJ,
instead, dlrected BJP to seek re-
view and recall of the order be-
forethe single bench.

Senior counsel Jayanta Mi
tra pleaded with the bench
that the single bench passed
the order ex-parte. Mitra also
pointed out that the petitioner
(TMC) was aware that the ap-
propriate authority in this
matter was EC. "This explains
why Trinamool complained to

EC," he added.
EC had been granted pow-

ers for "superintendence, dl-
rection, control and conduct"
of polls, the BJP counsel said,
arguing that EC and not the
court should take a decision
on polI-related advertise-
ments inthemedia. Mitra aiso
wondered how the single
bench passed the order with-
out waiting for a day for EC to
take a decision on BJP's replY
to a show-causenotice.

--:!r
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COUrt TO BJP:

rosslyfailed'to stop
odeviolation: Gal HG

Stop'0ffending,
DerogatorY'Ads

Subrata Ghattoni I rr'rru

Kolkata: The Election Com-

mission had "grosslY failed"
to address comPlaints about
violations of the model code

of poil conduct. the Calcutta
High Court saidon MondaYin
reJponse to a Trjnamool
Congress Petition.

The court also restrained
BJP from continuing with the
oublication of "offending ad-

vertisements" and issuing
media advertisements that
vlolated the model code of
conduct. Justice SabYasachi

, Bhattacharyaheldthatthead-
r vertisements issued bY BJP
I on MaY 4, 5, 10 and 12 in sec-
I tions of the media were clear-

Iy "derogatorY" and violated

the code, addingthat such "de-

rogatorY", "slanderous" ad-

veitisement ought to be rest-

rained in order to ensurefree,
fair and untainted elections'

"AnY resolution adoPted
bv the EC after June 4 means
nbthing," Justice Bhattacha-
rva observed in resPonse to a

Trinamool Plea that the EC

had sat on its comPiaints.
Trinamool went to the HC

against some ads in Bengali

that were Published on daYs

including MaY 12 (a daY before

the fourth Phase of Polling
andfell in the "silent Period" )'
Trinamool counsel Jishnu
Saha Pleaded that the adverti
sements violated the model
code and the media comPendi
um issued bY EC restraining
r:olitical Parties and leaders

irom making "unverified. un'
substantiated allegations eit-

her directly or imPlied" aga-

ilst political oPPonents. Saha
alsoiubmitted that the adver-

tiser needed to obtain a "Pre-

certification" from the EC in
case it wantedto release an ad-

vertisement during the "si-
Ientperiod" (atlaybeforePol- :

Iins or on Polling day).
lrinamool had been

complaining to the EC since 
;

Mav 4. drawing itsadentionto :

BJi's "misleading" ads and i

urgingforalevelPlaYingfield i

while the election was on, Sa- l

ha said. "But there was no re- 
.

snonse from EC. The first re- :

sbont..r*" on the daY we fi- :

t;dawritpetition intheHC on :

Mav 18. ' he added. i-EC 
counsel Laxmi GuPta :'

submittedtothecourtthatthe :

commission had alreadY issu-

ed a show-cause notice to the 'i
BJP asking whether it had
obtained the EC "Pre-cettifi-
cation" beJore releasing the i
adverrisement on MaY 12. 

:

)'Not trying t o-',P 2 
:

sent notice to BJP asking

if it had obtained "Pre-
certification" for MaY 12 ad

r Calcutta HC said ads clearlY

violated model code and such

or on

it hadHCtoldcounsel

"derogatorY"
ads ought to

"slanderous"
tobe restrained

andfree pollsIairensure

appeared on MaY 4,5, 10 and

12 in sections of media

r" TMC said the ads violated

model code and the EC's

compendium restraining
oarties/netas from making
lunverifr ed. unsubstantiated
allegations"

v TMC also said advertiser
needed to obtain a "Pre'

> BJP advertisements

EC for

during
period"

&
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'Not trying to
interdict poll Process'
)Gontinued from P I

C counsel Laxmi Gupta said, "The date
, ' for the BJP rrjplv is May 21 (Tuesday)' "

Gupta urged the court to
waitfor a daybecausetheEC wasthe appro-
oriate decision-making authority 'Any co-
'urt decision might prejudice an EC deci-

sion," GuPta said.
fie atso handed several EC resolutions

to the court as evidencethattheEC was not
sitting on comPlaints.

ThIe court, after golng through the EC

submissions, was not satisfied with the EC

stance and heltl it was simply "passing of
thebuck". The court also heldthatthe EC's

"advisory" powers were "illusory" becau-

se it did not have the power to take steps

against offenders other than issuing a cen-

sure.
The court then lnvoked its powers un-

der Article 226 of the Constitution to ensu-

re free, fair and untainted elections, put-

ting onrecord that it was not trying to inter-
dicl the election process but was trying to
facilitate it.
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@timesgroup.com

il:xr+H.it::ffi ffi 
":?,H11::3c{ jJeJhi chief minisrer Ar_

]I{ x9,:1iyat. who is on inte_rm bail till June I in the excise
!9l1cy case. but reirerated its
:o1""ll, 1!*l the propriety of

$il,'ti:'iT# iilt, s,:: T'i
^ t3 a special leave petition,
one.Kant Bhati had chiUenged
Delhi HC s April rO aecisionie;i
ectrnga wri t petition byformei
AAp MLA Sandeep Kumar see_xrng removal of Kejriwal, ar_

ilT*..:l }r*"rr zr. Noticing

ffi#fl:1"#LTfl#xllH,::
seq rour.plls. SC said, ..LG willtake action if he wants to... We
99, "9t 

inclinect to interfere

x,r'f .l",Hiilrg,jiJffi :ll
111 

ano.9rnankar Datta did noteven auow Bhati,s counsel to
9flf^._qg*"lts and asked,

^rvnar 
ls your legal right to se-

:f TTouut of Kejriwar? Why

\ 
snou_ld wego intoall this?,.

, )Can,tremoye!HC,p7 7

I
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>continued from P I

:,! ihebenchsai.dthepeti
il tioner may have had
t- something to say on

propriety of an arrested
person to continue as Delhi
CM. "We had raised propri
ety issue when the other
matter (Kejriwal's petition
chailenging his arrest bY
ED) came up before us."

ln its April 10 order dis-
missing Sandeep Kumar's
PIL, HC actingchief justice
Manmohan and Manmeet
P S Arora had said, "This
court is of the view that
there is no scope lorjudici
al interference in the pre-
sent matter. This court in
writ jurisdiction cannot re-
move or dismiss Kejriwal
from the post of CM of De1-

hi or declare breakdown of
constitutional machinerY
in the state. It is for the

TheSupreme
Court bench had
granted interim
bail to Keiriwaltill
lune l to enable
him to campaign
for the general
elections

examine the said aspect in
accordance with Iaw".

The bench of Justices
Khanna and Datta had
granted interlm bail tiII Ju-
ne 1 to Kejriwal to enable
him to campaigr for the ge-

neral elections but had bar-
red him from visiting CMO
and Delhi Secretariat; bo-
und him to his statement
that he would not sign any
official files not make any
comment on his role in the
excise case; and, not inter-'hct 

with witness nor access
other organs of the State to files connected to the case.

Page 109 of 373



1^9 Tr,mgg o{ Ir.lorrtr
n A.l Lgr z"Lq

Don't do pressers as media
not neutral, says PM Modi

New Delhi: PM Modi on
Thursday justified his deci-
sion not to hold press confe-
rences by saying that the na-
ture of.medla had changed
and it was not the neutral en-
tity that it used to be, with jo-
urnalists promoting their vi
ews and ideologies.

"I am answerable to parli
ament. Today, journalists are
identified with their own pre-
ferences. Media is no longer a
non-partisan entit5r People
are now aware of your bellefs

as weil. Earlier, media used to
be faceiess... who is writing in
the media, what is its ideolo-
952.. nobody was bothered
about it earlier. However, the
situation is not the same any
more," Modi said in an inter-
viewtoAaj TakHindi.

He said a new culture had
developed in politics which
was centred on managing the
media and not being concer-
ned about performance. rNN

) Nehrufirstpersonqpz
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Nehru first person to
with Constitutioh, says Modi

mes and by pointing out that In response to the opposi-
the EC was a single-member tion's allegations that 400+

)Continued fiom P 1

Y \lvl Narendra Modi sa-

! /id, "However. I don't be-
J" lieve in treading that
path. I have to work hard and
reach out to each household
of the poor. I can also get
clicked cutting ribbons in Vi-

gyanBhavan.
Howeve4 I go
to a small dis-
trict in
Jharkhand
for a minor
projeet. I ha-

ve brought a new work cultu-
re and it is forthe media to ta-
ke a call whetherthey endor-
se itornot.".

Asked about allegations
that Election Commission's
independencehadbeen com-
promised on his watch, Modi
shot back by recalling in-
stances of CECs takingtopo-
litics and holding ministeri-
al positions after their reti-

entity for 56 years.
"The funny thing is that

people who came out of EC
sometimes became gover-
nors. Sometimes they beca-
me MPs. Sometimes they
went to contest parliamenta-
ry
ji, they are

elections against Advani

people who
examples of the
served as chief

election commissioner un-
der previous govts. Election
commissioners from that
era, now retired, still tweet
promoting the same politi-
cal philosophy They give
their opinion and write arti-
cles. This only shows that it
is on-Iy now that the EC has
become completely indepen-
dent," the PM said, a referen-
ce toform€rCEC TN Seshan
contesting polls against L K
Advani and M S Gill being
nominated to Rajya Sabha
and later becoming a Union
ministerunderUPA.

seats were meant to change
the Constitution, Modi said,
"Who was the first person to
tamper with the Constitu-
tion in this country? It was
Pandit Nehru. The amend-
ments he brought were me-
ant to restrict freedom of
speech, which was against
democracy and against the
Constitution. After that, his
daughter (Indira Gandhi)
overturned a court judg-
ment and imposed an Emer-
gency Raj iv Gandhi overtur-
ned the Supreme Court
judgment in the Shah Bano
case and imposed restric-
tions on the media. The
erown'prince of Congress
(Rahul Gandhi) once
down the decision of the
Union Cabinet," he said.

The PM said four diffe-
rent members of the same fa-
mily had insulted the Consti-
tution at different times.
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Rahul &Akhilesh
share video of 'loot,'

)Continued from P I

stitched together.

" rhe boy is seen wearing
' two shirts in the video
,. of muitiple frames

must take some action,
otherwise... BJP's booth
committee is actuallY a loot
committee.

Rahul wrote, :'seeing its
defeat, BJP wants to loot de-

by pressuring theIn a statement,
ef election officer Navdeep
Rinwa said: 'An FIR has be-

en registered under Sec-

tions 171-F and 419 (imPerso-
IPC, and 128 (vio-nation) of

lation of the secrecy of vo-

ting), 132 (misconduct) & 136

(fraud)
tion of

of the RePresenta'
People Act, 1951 at

Nayagaon Po1ice
Etah district."

station in

UP'S chi mocracy
government machinerY to
deny the mandate. Cong-
ress expects from all the of-

ficers performing election
duty that theY should not
forget their constitutional
responsibilitY under the
pressure of Power. Otherwi
se, as soon as the Indian go-

vernment is formed, such
action will be taken that

"My son Pressed the bal-
ltrl severaltimes, shot the vi-

anyone will think 10 times
irefore insirlting the oath of

deo and later shared it." the Constitution."
SP chief Akhilesh sha- The Etah district admi

red the video at 4'05Pm nistration said it acted after

leshYadav".

Sunday from his official X
handlewith aPost, "If ECfe-
eis this is wrong, then it

"taking serious co grrisance

of the tweet Posted bY Akhi-
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loren inyolved in landscam,
tried to alter rccords: ED to Sb 

i

'Campaigning Not A Fundamental Right, Deserves No Relief'
Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A day before Su_
preme Court hears ex-Jhark_
hand CM Hemant Soren's

_ plea against his arrest in a
money laundering case, En_
forcement. Directorate on
Monday filed an affidavit in

. the top court with documen_
tary evidence about how he
clandestinely acquired 8.8
acres of prime land in Ran_
chi and used his powers to
change the records after ED
issued summons to him.

The agency also totd SC
through the affidavit, filed in
response to Soren's appeaI
challenging a Jharkhand HC
judgment rejecting his pet_
ition, that once the ex_-CM
was caught for his wrongdo_
tngs and documents were
seized during raids, he re_
sorred ro filing F IRs againsr
ED olficials underthe SC ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act to deter them from con_
tinuing with the probe.

Soren had filed the case
against ED officials on the
day of his arrest on Jan 81.
HC had stayed the proceed-
ings under SC/ST Act

%
!9m9rt Soren's counsel Kapil
Sibal had last week informed
Suprcme Court,that the land in
question did not belong to the
ex-CM and that ED had filed the
case under pMLA iust to
immobilise an opposition
politician ahead of elections

be kept in custody for their
wrongdoings as elections. in
one form or the other, were
held round the year in India.

ED said Soren,s accom-
plices prepared fake docu-
ments to camouflage his
ownership of the iIIicitlv ac-
quired land, forwhich heand
his architect had altegedlyfi
nalised a plan to build a ban_
quet hall. The agency said,
"During investigation, the
role of many senior bureau-
crats were found involved _
former state mining secreta_
ry Pooja Slnghal in MGNRE-
GA scam and coal scam, ex_
DCol Ranchi Chhar-i Ranjan
in land scam, ex-principai
secretary to CM Rajeev Arun
Ekka in the scam relating to
transfer and posting of ofli
cials and tender scam.

"These persons are act_
ing in the garb of state ma-
chinerS and conducting ille_
gal activiries. Howevei the
Jharkhand govt took no ac_
tion against them even after
information under Section
66(2) of PN{LA was shared.
The ex-CM shieided these
persons and till date contin_
ues to exercise influence
overthe administration.,, 

" ""

against ED officials and pro-
virled protection to them.

Soren's counsel Kapil Sib-
al had last week informed a
bench of Justice SanjivKhan_
na and Justice Dipankar Dat_
ta that the land in question did
not belong to the ex-CM and
that ED hadflled the case ul-
der Prevention of Monev
LaunderingAct just to immo_
biJ i se an opposition pol iti cian
ahead of elections. Soren is
seeking interim bai.l. placing
nls case on par with Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal who is book-
ed in a PMLA case relating to
the Delhi liquor scam cas".

In the affidavit, ED at_
tached photographs of pur-
ported official attempts to al_
ter land records after sum_
morls were issued to Soren.

The agency also attacherl
photographs of huge
amounts of cash seized dur-
ing various raids in connec_
tion with the land scam
against Soren and his al_
leged accomplices. Soren,s
petition is listed for hearing
before a vacation bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and
S C Sharma on Tuesdav

,As in the case of Kejri-
wai, who was granted inter_
im bailonMayl0tillJunelto
enable h im to campaign dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elections.
ED reiterated its stand that
campaigning was neither a
fundamental nor a constitu-
tional right and that if inter-
im bail was granted on this
ground to one in custod5l
then no politician could ever

-
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Social media'hate'post: K'taka
cops srmlmon Nadda, Malviya

It

media post allegedlv
datingmembersof Sb

Bengaluru: Bengaluru po-
lice has summonedBJp pres-
ident J P Nadda and the par-
ty's IT celi heart AmitMalvi
ya in connection withasocial

"The said video posted on
sociai medi a featured an imat-
ed characters of (congress
Ieader) Rahul Gandhi and(chief minister) Siddara_

onMay4.

mity between different reli
gions and is prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony
apart from

particular candidate, offi
cials said on Wednesdav

. . They have been asied to
Jorn the probe at the High
Grounds police station here.

"Forthe purpose of inves_
tigation of the said case. you
are hereby directed to appear
oelore the undersigned in_
vestigafion officer at 11 am at
High grounds police station

intimi
andST

.community not to vote for a

taka Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) with Election

J P Nadda and Amit Malviva

Commission and poiice on
May 5 alleging violation of
model code of conduct. They
were booked under sections
of Representation of People
Act and Section 50b (2) (State-
ments creating or promoting
enmity hatred or ill-wil] be-
tween classes) of the Indian "The act of the accused

person (s) is to wantonly pro-
voke rioting and promote en-

maiah. In the clip, SC, ST and
OBC community are por_
trayed as "eggs" in a nest ind
it also suggested Rahul Gand-
hi planting a big egg iabelled
as Muslim communitv Ir is
projected as though funds are
being fed to the chick depict-
{C. lhe Musl[m comrnunity.
which then kicks out SC. ST
and OBC communirv.' it a_t_

leged.

of this notice,
within seven days of receipt Penal Code. a senior police

officer said." the summons
read.

The move comes after an
EIR was registered against
Nadda. Malviya and EJp.s
Karnataka unit chief B y Vi_jayendra in connection with
a social media followine a
complaint filed by the Karna_

nataka Srate BJp wh ich, it al_
teged, is operated by Malvi-
ya, on instructions of Nadda
and Vijayendra, BJp State
President and Social Media
incharge- Karnataka BJ!

In the complaint, the
KPCC cited the video upload_
edon social mediap.latform X
by theofficial accountof Kar_

members of
nity not to vote for particular
candidate and causing enmi-
tyagainst membersof SC/ST
community" the complaint
alleged. err

intimidatins
SC/ST commul

:

I

I
I

I

(
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The ElectionArgument

SC does ,rght to give Kejriwal interimbail

The court order takes pains to clarify
that this is not about
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raps Kabir EC sends MlAnotice
Subrata Chattorai &
Debashis Konar I rrur

Kolkata: Caicutta High Co-
urt on Fridayprohibited Tri_
namool MLA Hurnayun Ka-
bir from making comments
based on the population de-
mographic in an area.

A division bench of Chief
Justice T S Sivagnanam and
Justice Hiranmay Bhatta-
charyya directed the
Murshidabad district ma-
gistrate to give widepublicity
to the court order, ahead oi
the third phase of Lok Sabha
elections, when Behrampore
goes to polls.

EC issued a show-cause
notice to Kabir for his com-

ments after the April 1Z Ram
Navami clashes in Murshida_
bad andaskedhim to respond
bynoon of May18.

The notice said
the poll panel had
gone through the
contents of the spe-
ech and found it to
be violative of the
model code of con-

dent and sought some time to
submit the report.

might dilute the
"Taking more

issue,
time
" the

CJ observed, and asked
the NIA counsel to take
note of the reports alrea-
dy submitted by the
Murshidabad Sp and the
CIDDSP

"The two reports
mention bombs were used in
several places. you should do

The division bench fixed
the next hearing on June 1B
and directed NIA to submit
the preliminary inquiry re_
port by then.

Kabir said: ',I have recei
ved the HC order from the
DM's office... I honour the
MCC and have been doing so
all through my political care-
er I said somethingfollowing
the.comments by Up CM yogi
Adityanath, who said those
involved in riots should be
hanged, even though no riot
actually took place. Howeve4
instead of the entire speech,
only an edited version of 82
seconds was submitted to EC.
I will submit my reply to EC
with my entire speech.,,

duct. The HC division bench
took note of an FIR lodged by
Saktipur police againit the
BharatpurMLA. The counsel
for VHP drew the division
bench's attention to the FIR.
The NIA counsel submitted
that the central agency had
already commenced a preli
minary inquiry into the inci

a preliminary inquiry and
submit a report whether the
bombing incidents come un-
der the scheduled offence.
You should also indicate
whether there was a need for
a probe by the central agen_
cy," the CJ said.

'n/,,...,... -..,.,,..
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No immediate relief
for Keiriwal from SC

licy case1n exclse po
New Delhi: Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal failed
to get any relief from Su-

oreme Court on TuesdaY,

with a two-judge bench ris i ng

without Pronouncing an or-
der on granting him interim
bail to enable him to cam-

a a

paign
tions.

in the Lok Sabha elec-
Kejriwai has

been accusedof moneY
laundering in a case

linked to the alieged

forcement Directorate, resP-

(AAP) national con-
vener would amountto

the dav and said it will be Pro-
nounced at 2Pm. rose without
delivering its verdict.

The bench reserved its
decision after hearing the

creating a separate
class for Politicians.

The bench has di-
vitled the hearing on

interimbail. Prr

)'Hearing next wld' P 8

Keiriwal's Petition against his
ariest into two Parts. H ismain
netition challenges his arrest
tv ED and seeks it to be de-

ciared as illegal. while the sec-

ond aspectPertains to grantof
interim bail keeping in mind
the bngoing Lok Sabha PoIIs'
The court has reserved the
order on the issue of grant ofarguments Put forth bY se-

nior advocate Abhishek
Slnghvi and additional solic-
itor general S V Raju, who aP-

peared for Kejriwai and En-
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Next Keiriwal
case hearing
likely hy next
week, says sc

)Gontinued from P 1

efore rising for the day
the bench indicated

's\
9F

;3 that on Wednesday the
judges will be sitting in dif-
ferent combinations, and if
the hearing on matters lis-
ted for Wednesday gets
completed and the judges
have time in hand, theY wo-
uld resume hearing Ara-'
vind Kejriwal's plea against
his arrest by the ED.

"If not tomorrow then
we may take up the matter
on Thursday If llot on
Thursday, then we wiilhe ta-
king up this matter next we-
ek," said Justice Sanjiv,
Khanna, without sPecifY-,
ing any time frame for Pro-
nouncement of verdict on
the issue of interim bail.

Meanwhile, a Delhi co-
urt extended Kejriwal's ju-
dicial custody in the moneY
laundering case tiII MaY 20. :

Special Judge for CBI
and ED qratters Kaveri Ba-
weja extended Kejriwal's
custody after the AAP lea-
der was produced before the
court through a video confe-
rence on the expiry of his
remand granted earlier.
Kejriwal was arrested on
March 21 and is currentlY
Iodged in Tihar jail under
judicial custody On April 9,

Delhi HC had upheld Kejri-
wa1's arrest, saying there
was no iliegaiity and the ED
was left with "iittle option"
after he skipped rePeated
summonses and refused to
jointhe investigation. err
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'/ Afirrrrptto
muder FIR

against Ganguly
olice on Sunday regis-
tered an FIR against re-

tired judge Abhijit GangulY
on charges of attempt to
murder, defamation of
women and assault. The
FIR, lodged at Tamluk Po-
11ce station, alsonamedBJP
functionaries and workers
with charges undervarious
IPC sections and the Arms
Act. The FIR is based on a
complaint by the T'rina-
mool primary teachers'
association chief. Under
Section 307 IPC, attempt to
murder is a non-bailable
offence.
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May consider
interim bail

for Kejriwaldue
to polls: SC
AmitAnandGhoudhary

@timesgroup.com

NewDelhi: Supreme Court
on Friday said it may consi-
der whether interirn bail co-
uld be to Delhi chi-
ef
ArvindKej-
riwal or not
in view of
polling in
the capital
in tlu'ee we-
eks, as deciding on the AAp
chief's plea challenging his
arrest in the excise policy
case rury take time given
that it involved iarger issu-
es related to action under
thePMLA.

ned
of

ted
der

At end of the day's
which remai

a bench
Sanjiv Khanna

Datta indica-

for Kejri

ED and Kejriwal that it was
not expressing a view one
way or another.

"We are going to hear
you both. We must be open
to you, because neither side
should be taken by surpri-
se. Do not assume anything,
do not read anything.into
it," the SC bench said and
asked both sides to come
preparedonMayT.

It asked ASG SV Raju to
seek instructions from ED
regarding conditions
which should be imposed if
bail is granted.

"This case may take ti-
me ...we may consider the
question of interim baiI, be-
cause of the elections," the
bench told the ASG.

The court is left with on-
ly two weeks before going
into summer recess.

)Higher than normal, p 5
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High
threshold of arrest
underPMLA: SC
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)Continued from P 1

Kejriwal, who was arres-
ted on March 21, has ques-

tioneil the timing of his ar-

rest and accused Centre
andEDof trying to disturb

eation that Kejriwal. as

Ion 
"t 

ot of AAP. was the

brain behind the alleged
scam. Singhvi saidlikeMa-
nish Sisodia's case. there
wasno money trail leading
to him and said a Political
party was not covered un-

derPMLAtobemadeanac-

unds for
such aY
rest.

The
bench said
it has to be
examined

I

PPosing the Proposj-
e I tion of interim bail'

ASC SV Raju told

the bench that AAP MP

Saniav Singh. whowas ear-

Iier sianted bail in the ex-

ciselase, was making all
sorts of statements after
comins out of jail' The co-

url said it wouid hear the
ASGbefore grant of anY re-

Iief and asked senior advo-

cate Abhishek Manu
iingtrvi whether Arvintl
Keiriwal would be sigrtn g

ani, files as he's Delhi CM'
Votins for the seven

Lok Sabha seats in Delhi is
scheduled for MaY 25, whi-
le polling in Punjab is in
the last Phase on June 1-

how far the court can go to

examine whether the
obiective materials are suf-

ficient enough to trigger
arrest and the subjective
decision of the officer' The
court said there was a hig-
her-than-normal threshoid
of arrestunderPMLA'

Countering ED's alle-

AAP'scampaign.
Kejriwal's Petition rat-

sed a Iarger issue on inter-
nretation of Section 19 of
bMLA. t"hi.h taYs if an ED

officer, on the basis of ma-

terial in his Possesslon,
has reason to believe (that
reason for such beiief to be

recorded in writing) that
,.ru Pu.tot, was guiltY of
moneY laundering, then he

mav arrest such Person
und infot* him of the gro-

and resPonsible is also dee-

med to be culPable ano

then the onus shifts on You
to show that it was done
without Your knowledge'
You are wrong here." the

bench told Singhvi'
The hearing will resu-

cused. Thebench, however,
expressed reservatron ln
aciepting the submission
and said a Poiitical Party'
like a registered societY, co-

uldbe imPlicated.
"Person in charge ot

meonTuesdaY
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polls devoid of merit HG
Trtvtss News Nerwonx

New Delhi: Terming it
"thoroughly miscon-
ceived", Delhi High
Court on MondaY dis-
missed a petition that
sought directions to
disqualify Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
from contesting elections
for six years for allegedly
seeking votes in the name
of deities.

Justice Sachin Datta

saidtheplea was "devoidof
any merits" and Pointed
out that the petitioner had

this amounted to violating
the model code of conduct
and committing an offence
under IPC and RePresenta-
tion of the People Act.

But HC said his PIea is
thoroughly misconceived
and listed multiPle rea-
sons, including that once
the petitioner submitted a
complaintto EC onAPriIl0,
there was no reason for him
to invoke the extraordin-
aryjurisdiction of the high
court.

approached court
while his plea be-
fore the Election
Commission of In-
dia is stilipending.

Petitioner
AnandSJondhale,

a lawyer, had urged. the
court to act against Modi
for allegedly seeking votes
in the name of gods and
places of worship, saYing
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Keiriwal's arrest, seeks reply
'Life, Liberty
Exceedingly
lmportant;

Can't Deny It'
New Delhi: Terminglife and

liberty as "ex-
ceedingly impor-
tant", Supreme
Court on Tues-
day questioned
Enforcement Di

rectorate on the timing of
Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal's arrest ahead of
the general elections in the
excise policy-linked money
launderingcase.

A bench of justices San-
jiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta, which continued
hearing on Kejriwal's plea
challenging his arrest for the
consecutive day posed sever-
aI queries to additional solic-

Puniab CM Bhagwant Mann leaves Tihar jail after meeting Delhi CM

Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday

some questions, which we
would like you to answer,
whenyou make your submis-
sions. First is without there
being any adjudicatory pro-
ceedlngs, can the ED initiate
a criminal proceedings in
view of several judgments of
this court on PMLA."

The bench said in this
case there are no proceed-
ings of attachments so far
and if there are any suchpro-
ceedings, then ED will have
to show how petitioner lKej-
riwal) is connected to it.

Justice Khanna said the
verdict on the bail plea of for-
mer deputy CM Manish Siso-
dia, who is in custody in the
exclse policy scam case, was
divided into two parts - the
first part was in favour of Si-
sodia and the second part
was against him. "You(Raju)
have to te11 us which part of
Sisodia verdict does the pet-
itioner (Kejriwal) case lie,"
thebenchsaid. prr

itorgeneral

;nr-for ED,

/ -|r'.............

SVRaju,appear-
and sought his

replyonFriday
"Life and liberty are ex-

ceedingly important. You
can't deny that," the bench
told Raju and sought his re-
ply saying, "thelast question
is with regard to the timing
of the arrest, which they
have pointed out, the timing
of the arrest, soon before the
general elections. "

The bench also flagged
the long time gap between

initiation of adjudication
proceedings in the case and
the action of arrest, saying
the section B of Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
provides a maximum limit
of 365 days. The apex court is
Iikely to continue hearing on
Kejriwal's plea on Friday as
the two judges will be sitting
in different combinations
fromWednesday

It said, "Mr Raju, we have
::::::::::::7?1""n/-
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'Onus on accused for
bail in PMLA case'

)Continued from p 1

'gustice Sanj(v Khanna
$ said the third important
f euestion relates to ED's po-

wer of arrest as it is the
reason why Arvind Kejriwal
has repeatedly approached
the court.

"Look, they have not open-
Iy stated but it is quite appa-
rent why they are repeatedly
coming up against the re-
mand because what they beli-
eve is that the threshold of
section 19 of PMLA casts an
onus on the prosecution and
not on the accused," Justice
KhannatoldRaju.

Elaborating his questlon,
Justice Khanna said that un-
der section 19 of the PMLA,
the threshold is fairly high
whereas the onus shifts on the
accused when he seeks bail
under section 45 of the Acl.

Section 19 of the pMLA
empowers the ED to arrest
persons based on the material
in its possession, providing a
reasonable basis to suspect
that an individual has com-

mitted an offence punishable
underthelaw.

Under section 45 of the
PMLA, there are two condi-
tions for grant of bailto an ac-
cused which include the pro- .

secutor be given an opportu-
nity to oppose the bail plea
and second the court is satisfi
ed that there are reasonable
groulds for believing that he
is not guilty of such offence
and that he is not likely
to commit any offence while
onbail.

The bench told Raju,
"So, how do we interpret it?
Do we make the threshold
much higher and ensure that
the standard is the same as
to find the person who is guil-
ty but then we have to deal
with benefit of doubt and
otherthings?"

Itaddedthatwhatisbothe-
ring the court is the time gap
between the initiation of pro-
ceedings and the repeated
complaints being filed becau-
se all this have consequences
as PMLAprovides fora maxi-
mum of 365 days. el

J,
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i}-t f9,oSo in.hears petitions on poll
should consider increasing Wbef

process, EC
verification

S the integrity
issue, but one

of India
where the apex

's election
court's repeated

process. It,s an impbrtant

upremeCourtis backto dealingwiththe trickyissueof trustin

quell interventionshave failed to doubts. Welre now in the midst of one moreattempt.
' EVMs to stav ; EVMs were introduced for 2004 Lok Sabhaelections. Govts have come and gong sirr"e qna in general EVMs areseen as an improvement ouurpuiuituuot-* Therefore, SC did we, to' quashthe idea caltingforu."i"i"io b"U;r." wpAT comes in lA vote, ueruiiiiii". u"ait trail is connected' to an E vM device. It a,ows a vui. ,""rr'r]r1" to verify that the choiceis captured accurately 

""d;h";;;#;"iaper traii to resolve anysubsequent dispute- Ii was s cl" ztrii is,ir.l lama ntan s w amy u s uo D. that ordered trrt irrtroau"tio]r';i v#ff:its rogic was that it,s anessentialpart of the electionproc"ss. 
-^^'' '
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mln- matteragain.
ED claimed that Kejriwal

foods to
seek
or shift to a

itemsliketea man-

aaloo sab-

ED

ji, etc. on regular basis,
despite being a patient
of diabetes mellitus

for medical bail,
ciaimed before a court
hereonThursday

Theagencymadethe
claim before special
judge for CBI and ED
cabes, Kaveri Baweja, who di-
rected the Tihar jail author-
ities to fiIe a report in the mat-
ter, including Kejriwal,s diet
chart. The judge directed the
authorities concerned to file

tlpe2 and
such

items results in increase in

medical grounds," ED told
the court. prr

bloodsugar: This is beingdone
to create a medical emergency
to obtain s)rynpathetic treat-
ment from the court of law on

the report by Ftiday when the
court is likely to take up the
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against MLAs'

MPs speeded uP
. 'upreme Court's constant

",1 monitorinE of Progress
of trials in criminal cases

aeainst MPs and MLAs has

,io*n 
"ncotr.aging 

results
with tlesignated courts ru-
Iings on 2,018 out of 4,697

nending cases in 2023' rep-
orts DhananjaY Maha-
oatra. However. another
i.746 .ut"t were added aga-

inst legislators Iast Year' ta-

king tliePendency to almost
4.500.-'- 

Out of 2,810 candidates
contesting first and second
phase of this Lok^ Sabha

elections, 501 (1Boo ) tace crl-
minal cases. Of these, 327

cases are serious in nature
(punishable with jail for
five Years andmore)'

$.-:-- .../
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i _ 
g^e[l_l4fgg":dqy iustodyi New Delhi: The CBI formal_ byfnforcementDeparlment.: ly arrested Delhi chiei minis- Xejriwultoiiit 

".or.t,..tt: ter Ar.vind Keiriwal .o.n i, n#i'Jir"*j'1-ir tne meoia,; wednesday and sousht his ;1,;;;bH;ills.thatrhavej five dav custody in a iorrup_ put the entire blame on Man-; tion case rerated to the alt- irfdidi;;?itatement. r: eged excise scam. Spegiai rr"r.."Gir"" iny statementi judee Amitabh nr*r, t*l_ iiiu-isiriEir'ii s",lty or any_: sent Kejriwal to CE

i ;.sxq,#?it*; @ IT:jifi'rffi Llff 
,

: claimed inr,ocencL ana IES! ""'-"ii"i"rrireplanis 
i: said his former denrrfv n,4*_ - to"O"frmrr.'ir.i.iont of tn" :: ish Sisodia as weil as erU, media. please record that all i: wereinnocent.

i ^ .i1,"-qs"l,Jv arrestedlhe lfffi|f,'"""'f,.iT;?::,};i1X ;: AAPleaderaftergertingper_ added"t(cjriaraia'fso cfaimeO 4: mrsslon from the iudge. -It tirut Cei-;r1#sationalis- :i movcd the application ieek_ irg rh.;;". .il;;;'ffi; i; ingKejriwal,sarrestafterhe 
"r&rn"o.iiir*iriu"tir",o, ii was produced before the r,_"aiir" il';r';ii" newspa- i: com^1 from Tihar jait. The p;;i il;;;#t['r"rrution_ 

:i AAP leader is lodged in pris_ ,rlr"ilr.ri"it*.lil"ruid. or, :, on in.an excise scam money :

rl:*::*::::::l:::::::1,P::\:1::::*"' 
i

.-.----.-.-.-.-_P5-"CBI:Kerriwai
co-accused need,

re onus on Manish
Sisodia (also accused in thecase). He has to be confron-
ted. He has to be shown documents,,, the CBI sairl. Theagency claimed that the ,,so-
uth lo,bby" visited Delhiwhen the COVID-1g wave wasatitspeak.

to be confronted with evidence

9.;

)Continued from p I
'he CBI counsel.
wever, said
theyhad argued on

facts and that no agency
source had stated anyt-
hing. To this, the judge
said that themedia picks
uponeline.

iff ?',fl"'Jt?';,fi li:l *: lrnvolved in aU this

""^.p:3!,-r, 
were happening.

j^rl:J..prepgred a reporr and
B€ve u toAbh lshek Boinpall5z
ll- yut,:"n! through Vijav ,uau-u.r rvtanlsh Sisodia. There
was no meeting cal led. Signa-rures were obtained on thesame.day That was the has_

l-y *l"l rhere is Covid, who
Xj: ?t. rhe hetm of affajrs?
.r-necnref m inister. It is h is di-

if iilift liH1il",,,,J"','#,i:?
rr s done." lhe cBl told rhe co-u-rt, rn reference to the now_

iffol*:r##jffi,,:#:r
Iil_o]. frj.,"n g,.un necessary
auegatron of malice...

, Federal agencies had ear_
.,,l^1 gJripg9 that a so-caledrourn. lobby,, dictated thetormulation of the now_

was working under
Atishi Marlena andSaurabh Bharart_
waj.Heputstheenti-
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HC stays trial
court hailto
Kejriwal, AAP
to move SC

New Delhi: Delhi High
Court on Tues-
day stayed the
trial court order
granting bail to
CMArvindKej-

riwal in the moneY laun-
dering case arising from the
alleged excise scam, hold-
lng that the lower court did
not "appropriatelY aPPre-
ciate" the materiai Placed
before it by ED. AAP said it
would challenge the HC
order in Supreme Court.

A vacation bench of jus-
tice Sudhir Kumar,lain
said ED's contentions as-
sailing the bail order re-
quired serious considera-
tion. "The vacation (trial)
judge while passing the im-
pugned order did not aPPro-
priately aPPreciate the
material/documents sub-
mitted on record and Pleas
taken by ED and the aver-
ments/grounds as raised in
the petition under section
439(2) of the Code require
serious consideration," it
sald. 'AccordinglY the Pre-
sent application is allowed
and the operation of the im-
pugned order is stayed," the
court said.

The trial court, Presided
over by vacation judge Ni-
yay Bindu, had grantedbail
to Kejriwal on June 20 and
orderedhis release on a Per-
sonal bond of Rs 1 lakh. Prr

)'Didn't consider-i P 18
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't' 'heEDmovedthehigh
i court the very next
.. day and contended

ihar the trial court's
orderwas "perverse", "one-
sided" and "wrong-sided"
:rnd it was passed without
granting it adequate oppor-
tunityto argue the case.

In the S4page order on
lhe ED's appiication see-
iring a stay on the operation
rf the bail orde4 Just ice Ja-
in asserted that every cou,rl
is under an obligation to gi-

Thial court
consider material

on record: Hc

ve sufficient oppor-
tunity to the parties
to present their re-
spective case and, in
the instant case as
well, ED ought to ha-
ve been given adequ-

.:uss and consider the argu-
mentsmade bythe ant'i-mo-
ney laundering agency in-
cluding those advanced in
the written submissions, it
also did not discuss and re-
cord its viewwithrespectto
the "twln condition" requi-
rement under section 45 of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
while granting bail

Under section 45 of
PMLA, an accused can be
granted bail subject to the
"twin conditions" that the
t'ourt is pr.ima facie satisli-

ed that he is not guilty of
such ollence and the prose-
cutor has been given an op-
portunity to oppose theapp-
Iication for bail. The issue
regarding Kejriwal's vica-
rious liability as the head of
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) also did not find any
place in the bail order, the
courtadded.

"The perusal of the Im-
pugned Order is reflecting
that the Vacation Judge
has passed the Impugned
Order without going thro-

the
bro-

ught on record by
the rival parties
which reflects per-
versity in Impug-
ned Order. There is
factual force in the

of entire material on re-
cord," the court opined.

"Sh.SVRajuopened
the arguments by referring
to the para no. 16 of the Im-
pugned Order wherein the
Vacation Judge has obser-
ved that it is not possibie to
go through thousands of
pages of documents filed
by the respective parties
but it is the duty of the co-
urt to workupon thematter
whichever comes for consi-
deratlon and passed the or-
der in accordance with
law,"itsaid. err

ate opportunity to advance ar$lments advanced by
arguments on Arvind Kej- Sh. S. V Raju (for ED) that
riwal's bail application. the Vacation Judge has not

JusticeJainsaidthetri- passed the Impugned Or-
aljudge not only didnot dis- der afterdue consideration
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ED: tl35cr assets of Leaps &
Bounds directors attached

Subrata Glnttorai I ruru

Kolkata: EQ which is investiga-
ting the alleged proceeds of the
crime in the cash-for-jobs case,
submitted to Calcutta High Court
on Wednesday that it had atta-
ched properties worth around Rs
135 crore belonging to the direc-
tors of Leaps & Bounds ht Ltd
and had come across other assets
worthRsl0crore.

agencyhadsubmitted.
Trivedi submitted that a hea-

rins by the adjudicating authori
ty was scheduled for May 9 and
the counsel was confident that
the agencywould beableto provi-
de documents, substantiated
with facts, to justiff the provisio-
nal attachment that was pending
approva.l.

ED also included the forensic
report of the voice samples of Le
aps & Bounds chief operating of-
frcer Sujay Krishna Bhadra. ,,We

received the report from ttle fo-
rensic laboratory on April 2,', Tri-
vedi said. "But what have you be-
en doing with the report? Have
you made any progress in the in-
vestigation?" the judge said. ,.I
need records," she said.

Trivedi referred to an SC or-
der directin'g no coercive steps
against "kingpin" Manik Bhatta-
charya till Sep20. "We are moving
the apex court praying for drop-
ping of protective cover:.. This
has impeded the investigation to
some extent," Trivedi said.

Trivedi sa-

entire attachment.

I

dedthe ED counsel abouttwo ear-
lier orders in which the agency
was directed to identjfy the proce-
eds of the crime and to ascertain
the source of income of the com-
pany and its directors.

After perusing the ED report,
Justice Sinha observed that the
attachment was much shorter
than the list of properties the
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Wherc is the direction to increase the Paper count?: SG h

-2*--

)Continued from P 1

,f

u ! "he SC said: "We cannot conrrol
: itre election. The judgment of the

i court did saYVVPAT"' butwhere
is the direction to increase the paper

.o""ir Cr"*. issuemandamus onthe
nasls of susplcion?" The SC, onthepre-

increasing voting percentage reflec-

iir't* uot..i'faith in it. Though the co-

"'rt-nJ 
t"i"*ed its verdict earlier' it

[eiO a"ottt"r nearing on Wednesday to

"i"r. 
a-""Utt regarding the technical

i"".1io"ing of EVMs and a dePutY

"iu"ti* 
.otn*issioner. Iike on the last

I".utio", u"t*eredthe court's queries'

ruled out the

with the

returning
ahu-
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i and the daughter of former
, Telangana chief minister
, K Chandrashekar Rao, till
i May 7 in a related corru- 

I

i ption case being Probed 
I

i.tYcBl. or, -l

Page 134 of 373



*ln$ 
fi^,gs 6( fnpr,A

APLtt- )-\ zo >r1

in C'garh liquor
scam case

Raipur: Enforcement Di
rectorate arrested retired
IAS officer Anil Tuteia un_
der Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) on
Sunday fuconnection with
its inv#tion into the al-

5:tqffif:i.t:?J.".1'"*
A local court remanded

him injudicial custodyfor a
day He will be produced be-
fore a special pMLA court
Monday where ED is expect_
edto seek his custodyfoifur-
therprobe.

The arrest comes 12 days
after Supreme Court dismis_
sed a moneylaundering case
against Tuteja and his son
related to the liquor scam.
The court ruled that the

. charges against them did
not faII under the schedule
of PMLA, so there could be
no "proceeds of crime,' as
defined by the Act. A day af_
ter SC decision, ED initiated
afresh probe into the scam.

ED submitted a 16_page
document ouilining the
grounds for Tuteja,s aruest,
describing him as the ,.ar_

chitect of the liquor scam,',
and adding that Anwar Dhe_
bar, brother of Raipur may_
or and Congress leader Ai
jaz Dhebal orchestrated the
syndicate with Tuteja as its

t\ drivingforce. rr.na\ 
'!
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granted to |harkhand ex-CM

Soren in money laundering case
Ranchi: The high court of
Jharkhand on FridaY grant-

ed bail to former chief min is-

, terHemantSorenin a moneY
: laundering case linked to a
, Iand scam. The court had on

i June 13 reserved its order on
i Soren'sbailPlea.
r "...The petitioner is di-
i rected, to be released on bail
i onfurnishingbailbondof Rs

: 50.000 with two sureties of the

' iike amount each." said the

, order Passed bY the single
i bench of Justice Rongon

i MukhoPad'hYa:r
i Soren,theexecutivePresi-
i dentof theJharkhandMukti
: Morcha (JMM), was arrested
i u, th" Enforcement Directo-
: rite tED) on Jan 3l in connec-
i tion with im investigation in-

i to thu moneY laundering
i case. The 48-Year-old Politic-
i iat *ut released from Birsa
i Munda Jail here around 4Pm

i after completion of legal for-
: malities, an offlcial said'

"The court has held that

Former Jharkhand CM Hemant S0ren comes out of Birsa Munda

Central Jail in Ranchi on Friday

orima facie he is not guilty of
ihe offence and there is no Ii
kelihood of the Petitioner
committing an offence when
on bail," Soren's senior coun-

sel Arunabh Chowdhury told
PTI. Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter ChamPai Soren and West

Bensal Chief Minister Ma- 
1

mata Banerjee weicomed the 
:

court's order grantingbailto i

Soren. ChamPai termed the 
;

highcourt'sorderasavictory I

of ruth. pl :

)Gontinued on P8 
/f :

t
)
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l'Nolikelihood of Soren indulging

in similar nature of offence: HC

: s Hemant Soren steP-

, h, oecloutof theiaii.alar-
, 

" 
g. number of 'Jvtft

supporters cheered an^o. ral-

sed slogans in favour ot ntm'
Soren's wife KalPana Soren'

,-irvrrtl legislator. thanked

if," j,rOi"iuiY and PeoPie for

former chief ministet''s bail'
contending that he was tatse-

iv-i*pri"ut"o in a criminal
case bY the central agency-- -r:hl 

so. oPPosing Soren's
hail plea, alleged that he m t-

""."ii 
ttit Posilion as the CM

in i'untanfullY" acquire 8'86

,cres in Bargain ancha'l in

)Continued from P I

their support'
Earlier during the hea

ring, ED's counsel SV Raju

argued that if Soren is relea-

sedonbail, hemight commit
a similar offence, referring

cases against ED of-

ficers in the SC/ST Po-

lice station.
"Though the con-

duct of the Petitioner

the court said.
The single bench order

mentioned that the consequ-

ence of the findings recor-

ded, bY the court "satisfies
the condition as at section 45

of the Prevention of MoneY

Laundering Act, 2002 to the

effect that there is reason to

believe that the Petitioner IS

notguiltyof the offence as al-

Iegetl'
It

rall consPectus of the case

does not sPecificallY or indi-
rectly assign the Petitioner
to be involved in the acqutsr-

iion ano Possession as well

the state capital.
The EDcounsel, whileoP-

posing the bail application
of Soren, had earlier saidthe
witnesses, who were exami
ned bY the federal agency,

had alleged the ex-CM's in-
volvement in the illegalland

Supreme Court, deal.

whlch has been re- The agency had claimed

jected bythehighco- that tluring the probe, So-

urt, lawYers said. ren's media consultant Ab-

Sorenhad sought hishek"Prasad atlmitted that

an expedited hea the former CM instructed

from the high him to maniPulate officialcourt. the ow-
minister and Soren's records to change

younger brother Basant So-

ren along with the Party's
central general secretaryBi
nod PandeY went to the civil
court to complete theforma-
lities of furnishing bail

ted" case'

mentioned, "The ove- Senior advocate KaPil Si-

bonds.
The bail bonds were lur-

nished jn thecourt of sPecial

PMLA judge Rajiv Ranian'

Soren's iegal rePresentattve
..nio, uoro"ute Meenakshi
eioiu rluo earlier argued

iirat tne JMM }eader had be-

en unfairlY targeted in what
itredescriUea as a "Political-

iy motivated" and "fabrica-

nershiP details of the Plot'- - 
Thd ED claimed that the

orieinal owner of the land'
nu-i?,r*rt Pahan' had tried
to lodge a complaint wnen

iiis taia was ueing usurPed,

but it was never acted upon'
On the contrary, a boundary
wall was constructed aro-

und the PIot and a caretaker
*at uPPoint"a to staY on the

land, the agency sald'- 
T ir" central agencY also

said it conducted an inde-

"""O"rt 
surveY of the land

oarcel and questioned care-

i^iier santoin Munda' who

aiiegeOty said that th-e PIot

belonged to Hemant Soren'

it" do also quizzed archi-

ring
JMM

based on broad possibilities
bal. also representing Soren'

had argued stronglY for the tectVinodKumar' Prr z
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Court raps UP DGP as cops fail to nab
ex-MP despite 53 NBWs, several letters
RahulSinghl@timesgrou p.com

Meerut: A special MP/MLA
court in Bulandshahr de-
manded an expianation from
the UP DGP by June 29 on the
police's failure to present a
wanted former MP in court.

Despite 53 non-bailable
warrants (NBWs), the for-
mer MP has evaded capture.

NBWs,multi
to various author-

one to UP's
four to the

DGP, six to the Bulandshahr
SSP, and four to the SHO of
Bulandshahr Dehat (rural)
police station, cops have not
presented former Ghosi MP
Hari Narayan Rajbhar in
court. MP/MLA court spe-
cial judge Vinay Kumar
Singh issued a letter to the
DGP after police repeatedly
failed to produce former
Rajbhar.

The court highlighted
raids "claimed by

inlo-

catingRajbhar.
The court has also writ-

ten to the Lok Sabha Speaker
andthe Delhi Police commis-
sioner:, requesting details
of the faciiities provlded
to Rajbhar.

Citing the Supreme
Court's ruling, the MP/MLA
court questioned the DCP in
a written order: "Why
should disobeying this
court's orders not be consid-
ered disobeying the Su-
premeCourt?"
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Why Politics Needs

The Middle Path
D emocracy is b eing torn ap art by tr ib alism

T T :x#:Y,',*:f$',[1]ffi1?
fi suruixor's'Guidc: How to

L -l.s:ay Engaged withnut
Gettine Enragedby Rafacl Behr ba
book about how to care about democracy

Tt describes the demoralisation felt
by moderates in democracies like
post-Brexit Britain as nationalist and
populist forces clashing with leftist
and liberal vlews. Drawing from other
times like European fascism and
authoritarianism in Present-daY
Russia, it shows why representative

' d.-o.racy *orks. and whai threatens it.
Democracy's function is merelY to

mediate different interests, without
violence. But now many feel politically
homeless ina'permacrisis' of political
conflict. Denial and
withdrawal ale com-
mon. Between acti-
vists committed to a
side, and the apathe-
tic who don't vote, the
middle tier of reaso-
nable civic engage-
mentisfailing.

In ahealthy demo-
cracy tuning out poli-
tics needn't mean con-
tempt or disillttsion-
ment. It can mean
deferingjudgmentto
people who caremore.
There's a presump-
tion that even a golt
you don't like will
respect your rights.

Nationalism
starts off as a liberating force, but can
become a machine for 'manufacturing
exile'. Populists trade in bogus simp-
licity. It fails at administration, and
has no choice but to blame deep state
subterfuge, foreigrers or fake news.
Political dissidents end up as 'internal
migrants'; the jr real selves shared only
indoors with a trusted few. When
people are driven into that withdrawal,
democracy is malfrrnctioning.

The book examines Russia's sham
elections and Putin's improbable wins,
and stresses that the one thing that
marks a democracy is trust. It's what
binds citizens, and their political insti-
tutions, whatbringsustopollingbooths.
When trust degrades, democracy
unravels. Politics becomes a kind of

ritualised hypocrisy The tell-tale
s).mptom of such a culture is the
convictlon that anyone higtrly successfiil
il public life must be crooked, that
statements of principle are only for
display When such cYnicism gets

excessive, itbecomesakindof credulity
that lines up behind showmen and
despots who make the deception explicit.
The deflance, naked chutzPah of the
lie, begins to seem tke a kind of authenti-
city. Russia's Potemkin elections aren't
even trying to pass off as real: theY're
caricature, not counterfeit, the book says.

Internet has changed the character
of ideologies like nationalism and
Marxism into alt-right and alt-left
hybrlds. Filtered through the 21st
century network, these become social

identities, informal
tribes. What of cent-
rism? Its credibility
deficit comes when
it doesn't know
whether it's an ideo-
logical position or
an electoral tactic.
FYoma generouspoint
of view centrism
avoids dogmas of
right and left. In a
harsher light, it looks
like jettisoning of
principle.

Social pressures
dictate boundaries of
opinion, but this
partisan dynamic is
sharpened online.
There's a disincentive

to changing views, or crossing culture
wartrenches. We're scared of being on
the angry mob's wrong side, averse to
the company on the other side. But
reality is there's much overlap, ambi-
valence and nuance. Democracy con-
tains the paradox that people contra-
dicting each other can both be right.
The best outcome is found by negotia-
tion. This isn't moral relativism - it's
acknowledgment of imperfection.

Today voters are attracted to candi-
dates who reflect their fear and anger,
and promise instant gratification. This
makes governance harde4 and the
hunt for scapegoats begins. As a way
out, the book calls for a deeper under-
standing of what democrary can do,
and a cool-headed commitment to it.

K
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l

surrcndenr at
Tihar iail after
21-day relief

New Delhi: Delhi CM Ar-
vind on Sunday

surrendered
at the Tihar
jai.l after his
interim bail
granted by
theSupreme
Court in the

. excise policy-linked money
Iaundering case ended on
June 1. He was granted the
relief for campaigrring in
the Lok Sabha elections.

Before surrendering,
Kejriwal paid homage to
Mahatma Gandhi at the Raj
Ghat, offered prayers at the
Hanuman temple in Con-
naught Place and addressed
AAP leaders and workers at
the party office. During his
address, Kejriwal said, "I
am going back to jail not be-
cause I was involved in cor-
ruptionbutbecauselraised
voice against dictatorship,"
hesaid.

"I was given 21-day (re-
Iie0 by the Supreme Court.
These 21 days were unfor-
gettable. I did not waste
evenamirrute. Icam-
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-'" Keiriwal victim of conspiracy, arrest

on'false statement by witness': Sunita

(r

Trues News Nrrwonr

New Delhi: Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal's wife Sunita Kejri-
wal alleged on SaturdaY that
herhusbandwasavictim of a
deep political consPiracY and
was arrested bY the Enforce-
ment Directorate in the exci-
se policy case based on afalse
statement bY a witness.

In a video message, Suni-
ta alleged that ED arested
Kejriwal based on the state-
ment of TDP MP Magunta

. Srinivasulu ReddY, whose
son was also arrested in the
case but was denied bail. She
added that within daYs of

' Reddy's statement, his son

. RaghavaMaguntaReddYwas
released onbail.' The Telugu Desam PartY
is a constituent of the ruling
National Democratic Allian-

. ceatcentre. WhiIeMSReddY
saitl he didn't want to talk

*CM's wife can meet docs indep*ndeeffily'
& Delhi court on Saturday allowed medical records of chief

P4 ministerArvind Kejriwalto be supplied to hiswifeSunita
Keiriwal.The court of specialiudge Kaveri B-aweja also allowed

trii wife to independently consult doctors of the medical board

treating the Deini cut in iail.rtre board, which comprises doctors

from Aiius oelhi, wasformed bythe ordersof thecourt in April

this yearfortreatment of Kelriwal in iail. However, the court

refused to allow Sunita's presence during his

consultation/meeting with doctors. Kejriwal had requestedfor
his wife to be his attendant during the medicalcheck-ups' rNr't

Sunita alleged that PM Narendra
Modi wanted to finish otf
Kejriwal and Aam Aadmi Party

using ED and CBI

about "all those issues", DeI-
hl BJP said it was shocking
that "Sunita Kejriwal was
casting aspersions on the ju-
diciary".

Arvind Kejriwal was ar-
rested by ED on March 21 in a
money laundering case lin-
ked to the alleged irregr-rJari-
ties in the now-rescinded ex-

cise policy 2021-22. He is cur-
rently in judlcial custody af-
ter being arrested bY CBI in
the same case last rnonth.

Sunita alleged that MS
Redtly changed his statement
to ED about his meeting with
Kejriwal after his son was ar-
rested and denied bail. She
claimed that MS ReddY had
met the Delhi CM on March
16, 2021 for a Piece of land on
which he wanted to oPen a
charitable trust in Delhi, but
he changed his statement on
July U, 2023 following his
son's arrest. "CM Arvind Kej-
riwal told him that land-rela-

tedmatters in Delhi came un-
der the lieutenant governor'
but he should give his appli
cation and he wi]I see... (But)
in his statement to ED, MSR
said Kejriwal asked him in
the presence of nearlY 10 Peo-
ple to enter the liquor busi-
ness in Delhi and PaY Rs 100

crore to AAP Would anybody
askformoney before so manY
people?" she asked. "It is aP-
parent that his statement is
false,"sheadded. 

at;
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Nalini in Saradha chargeshee[
why wait ll yrs, court asks ED

TuN & Acrrctes

Kolkata: Why an 11-year de-
Iay PMLA court judge Pras-
hanta Mukhopadhyay asked
ED on Friday when it named
Nalini Chiilambaram,
Congress senior P Chidam-
baram's wife, in its 64-
page chargesheet in
the Saradha case.

In its third supple-
mentary chargesheet,
the agency named Na-
lini, also a lawyer, for

. working as a "consultant"
for an accused in a deal for a
private television channel.
The judge asked ED to first

explain the delay, submit ad-
ditional documents to prima
facie prove its charges and
elaborate on the nature of
therole of consultant, before
the court considered whet-
her to take coglizance of the
chargesheet.

The special court
questioned how a tax
consultant was consi-
dered involved in cor-
ruption charges lf s/
he accepted consul-

fees from a cli
The co-

urt also whether an
advocate taking the brief on
hehalf of an accused could

be considered a partner in
crime. ED's lawyer Bhaskar
Prasad Banerjee said the
agency had filed a provisio-
nal attachment order aga-
inst Nalini and the agency
was "duty-bound" to men-
tion her name in the eharges-
heet. ED had, in connection
with the case, issued a provi-
sional attachment order
worth Rs 6 crore, including
Nalini's assets, lastyear.

ED said that although Na-
Iini said she receivedthe mo-
ney as a legal fee for working
as atax consultant, she could
not furnish any documents
supporting this claim.
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'Shah

hrnrsduly
oppll,saysnew

Remand time
stiffi remains
15 days: Min

Tturs Nrws Nrrwonx

I

m
Oppn:146 MB

Were Under

Suspension
Bharti.Jain@ti mes g rouP.com

New Delhi: As the new crim-
inai laws came into force on
Monday, home minister
Amit Shah dismissed the oP-
position's charge that theY
were "forcibly" Pushed
through Parliament amid
suspension of 146 Lok Sabha
andRajya SabhaMPs, saYing
that discussions on the laws
had involved aii stakehold-
ers and lasted four Years,
making it possiblY the long-
est consultation exercise in
post-Independence India.

Shah, however, said he
was open to suggestions from
members of the oPPosition on

i how to funher improve crimi-
i naljusticedelivery "MYdoors
i are always oPen and I am
: ready to meet anYone who
i wants and also review (the
, laws). But please desist from
, , giving a politicai colour to the
i criminal justice reforms," he

i appealed to the oPPosition
i while addressing a Presser
i h"... Stating that aliscussions
i on thelawhadstartedin2020

with the gort seeking suggest-
ions from members of Parlia-
ment, chief miriisters, Chief
Justice of India and Chief
Justices of high courts, IPS of-
ficers and collectors, Shah
shared that " several meetings

i were held to draft the bills
i basedontheirsuggestions".

"...I myself presided over
158 such meetings," Shah said
hours after the first FIR under
the Bharatiya NYaYa Sanhita

i <nuSl was registered at a Po-
: lice station in Gwalior, MP
i TheFIR,lodgedatu.l0am,re-:\:\

Desist from giving a political colour to criminal lustice reforms, said Shah

NewDelhi: Union homemin-
ister Amit Shah on MondaY
clarified that the maximum
15-day police remand Period
under BharatiYa Nagaraik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)

will remain the same as was
provided for in Section 167 of
the erstwhile Criminal Proce-
dureCode(CrPC).

Addressing a Press confer-
ence hours after the three
new criminal laws came into
force, Shah said unnecessarY
confusion was being created
to give the impression that the
time-period for Police re-
mand had been extended un-
der BNSS. "I want to clarifY
that in BNSS also the remand
period is 15 days. Earlier if an
accused was sent to Police re-
mand and he would get him-
self admitted in a hosPital for
15 days... there couid be no in-
terrogation as his remandPe-
riod would expire. Also, some-
times two accused are arrest-
ed and need to be interrogated
together. The new law now
provides for the same 15-daY
police remand, but the deten-
tlon canbe in the whole, or in
parts, at any time during the
initial 40 days or 60 daYs out of
the detention Period of 60

days or 90 days," said Shah.
Former law minister Ka-

pi1 Sibal had last Year raised
concerns regarding Section
187 of BNSS dealing with Po-
lice remand, while alleging
that then proPosed criminal
laws would promote use of
draconian Police Powers for
politicalends. .)

Full rcllout of new laws in UTs by Aug 15

': I ome minister Amit Shah on Monday said all the UTs are

r i expected to ftrlly ro11 out the three criminal laws - Bhara-

tiya Nyiya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita and
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam-by August15, though a coun-

trywidei00 % implementation may take 3-4 years as the entire
criminaljustice ifurastructure gets an upgrade asperrequire-
ments of the new laws, reports Bharti Jain.

Shah saidthatthe states willhaveflexibilityto startbynoti-
fying a police station for full rollout of the new criminai laws,

f;]lowea by a tehsi], a district and, ultimatel:i the entire state'

This will require upgrade of the courts, which is in the works
since2020 in consultationwiththe Supreme Courtandthenec-
essary software havilg been readied.

lates to a motorcYcle theft.
The first FIR registered

in DelhiunderBNS against a
street vendor was, however,
withdrawn after a review bY
the Delhi Police, according
to the home minister.

On the opposition's charge
that the bills were bulldozed
through Parliament after sus-
pending 146 MPs Shah said
the parties knew in advance
thatthe bills would be brought
in Parliament and their MPs
possibly indulged in unrulY
behaviour to elicit their sus-
pension and skip the debate.
The opposition, howeveq was
part of the parliamentary
standing committee meetings
that examined the bilis over
2.5 months. "The gol't accePt-
ed 95% suggestions made bY
the opposition members and

the bills were brought before
Parliament alter incorPorat-
ing 93 changes," said Shah.

Shah said the laws, bY in-
corporating technolo gical uP-
grades relevantfor the next 50

years, wouldmake the Indian
criminal justice system one
of the most modern in the
wor1d. With timelines Pre-
scribed for investigation and
trial, "the complete Process
from filing of FIR till the final
disposal of case bY the courts
should not take more than
three years," noted Shah. On
the DMK's reservations to
Hindi nomenclature of the
new laws, the home minister
said even these could be dis-
cussed. "But the Tamil Nadu
CM or any MP from the state
has not approached me Yet,"
heunderlined.
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'lndira iailed
us but nevel
abused us'

Patna: RJD chief and

former Bihar CM LaluPra-
sad Yadav SaturdaY re-

called what theY went
through during the dark
davs of EmergencY and
."id thrt PM Indira Gand-

hi put manY functionaries
behind bars, but never
abusedthem'

ln a Post on X, LaIu
shared an article "The

Saneh Silence in 1975" writ-
ten bv him and journalist
NalinVerma. h the article'
thev attacked BJP-led gol"t

and said that although 1975

is a stain on countT's de-

mocracY let's not forget who
doesn't resPect the opposi
tionin20%.

"I was in iail under
MISA for 15 months. MY col-

leagues and I did not know
many of BJP mrnlsters
soeaking about EmergencY
todav." he Posted on X "In-
dira put many of us behind
bars. but she never abused

us. Neither she nor hermin-
isters called us "anti-nation-
al" or "unPatriotic"' rrun
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SC: ED can't alrest once

court takes cognlsance of Plaint
Agency Needs

To ApPIY lf lt
Wants CustodY'

Dhananhy.Mahatatm
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Reducing the
risour of Prevention of Mo-
nJv Laundering Act (PMLA)
proceetlings, SuPreme Court
on ThursdaY ruled that En-
forcement Directorate offici-
als had no Power to arrest an
accused if he had not been

arrested before the sPecial
court took cognisance of the
complaint. The accused, in
turn-, cannot aPPlYfor antici-
patorybail.' 

The verdict bY the bench
of justices A S Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan could disarm ED
of ihe special Powers it
enjoys under Section 45 of
PMLA.

AccePting arguments of
senior advocate Sidharth
Luthra, the bench said if an

accused was not arrested till
filing of comPlaint bY ED,
then the sPecial court would
only issue summons to him
and not an arrest warrant at
the first instance' If ED
wants custodY of the accu-
sed who appears following
summons, the agency will
have to aPPIY to the sPecial
court, which would Pass aPP-

ropriate orders with reasons
after hearing the accused'

Luthra Pointed out that
certain sPecial courts took
the accused into custodY af-

ter they aPPeared Pursuant
to summons issued, forcing
them to aPPIY for anticiPato-
ry bail. The bench said,
"Such a practice'.. is comPle-
tely illegal as it maY offend
the right to libertY guarante-
ed under Articie 21 of the
Constitution."

"If the accused appears
before the sPecial court Pur-
suant to summons, he shall
not be treated as if he is in
custody,"said the SC. "The-
refore, it is not necessarY for
him to apPIYforbail."

!
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Kavitha patd <100-cr kicklback$
I

to get undue benefits, claims ED
Vineet Upadhyay

@timesgroup.com

NewDelhi: In its sixth supp-
lementary chargesheet in-a
money Iaundering case lin-
ked to the alleged Delhi Exci-
se Policy scam, Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has clai.

med thatBha-
rat Rashtra
Samithi's
(BRS) K Ka-
vitha alle-
gedly conspi
red with the

members of ,South Group'
andAamAadmi Party(AAP)
topayRs 100-crore kickbacks
to recei've undue beneflts and

. is also "guilty of the offence
of money laundering"

"K Kavitha conspired
with the members of South
GroupandAAp functionari-
es through Vijay Nair (who
was acting on behalf of the

FIC seeks ED response to bizman hail plea
i ;:lhi High Court on Monday asked the Enforcement
:.:,:'I99!orut9 to respond to a ptea by Hyderabad-based
Dustnessman Arun Ramchandran pittiiwho sou!ttt l:nterim Oait

l&iifl :ssffl lfl :i:,::?TiJi:t:lr"m:1iL1ii*i:il,:'
listed the matterforJune io and urro *l.ol-n" pil'nJug.n.vto
verifythe medicatdocuments srOritt"a Uv pif ffi. 

"'*
. . tn,h]1qlea, niilai, who has be.n in tn. rrj,i .rliody sinceMarch 2023,.sousht eisht_week interirLiif uv iiiins,rioi.uf
reasons, including severe back paln. "rne apiticinl"ufio nu, uhistoryof two episodes of faltciriing uiin;i"',#iriuit, on.13 years ag_o, and the second arorno io* v"irs ugo. li';rro hu,a history of tubercutosis (ympn nooel. itie-ap-priiilriil.t
thro.ugh a treatment for tu-bercrlosis in Zori,;il1;ii;il't
application for interim bail stated.

It further stated that pillai was taken to a hospital fortreatment on Aprir 25 and Mav.r wnere ieiL reiilie? iiattnere
is a "muttitevet degenerative iisa di;"-";;.;il;il;i;;r",
said thatthe consutting doctor n* pr"i.iiO.ii;;#;'
physiotherapy sessions for whicn nl wisfiJs to-rini-ers; azr-oavpanchakarma therapy ata clinic in ieraf a wittr'tji":pr1"r.rio"A
after treatment of 2L days." rr,tr
aeffiq@

Arv,ind Singh, 
"on-Monday the cburr ex-- the r;tat p;;c;Jal'or ffimetende_dthejudicialcustodyof tpoCr ia"iiin"j? rr" *".Kavitha Jix Jtty B after she i" r,ioii.'rti.]L? trr"orer,was produced before it fotlo_ ttre activltlesJf th*Jsefive ac_wing an earlier order that is. il;dlirG;ir#;s of crisued a production warrant me truvuG?n-gii'."""t"a,,. ltagainst her: The court gran_ also claimed-t6-iiiu. p.oui

l9d bail to three co-accused a"a trr. 
^6i."t_io.ir 

poc toPrince, Damodar and Ar_ .u.tra.crriua.- --""
vind, who were chargeshee-_ The agency alleged thatted without being airested Kavithah?dir-jn&linrzgz.e
duringtheinvestigation,and ..;.; ;;d ;;;'ifrr.Lrrr.a i'extended Chanpreet's judici tir" 

""tii,ili"li"rrr,t.t"o *itf,al custody till JuIy B. the offen". oi *on"v frr.rA"-In the supplementary ring,i.e.!""..#o"]r"q"iri

Spirits, she had participated
in the generation, acquisi
tion and use of PoC of Rs
192.8 crore, "derived as a re-
sult of the conspiracy of
kickbacks and pal,rnent of
kickbacks" , ED stated. She
had shown Indo Spirits as a
genuine business entity and
thePoCasthe genuineprofit,
it added.

as unta-

generation of poC of Rs 100
crore and then participated
initstransferto go,,tfunctio-
naries.

Kavithahadalso "actively
destroyed the digital eviden-
ce to conceal her role,, in the

untant Buchi Babu, ED clai-
med. Kavitha,s associate and
co-accused, Arun Pillai, had
retracted two statements re-
garding her role in the alle-
ged scam, itadded.

tion, possession, conceal_
ment, transfer, use and pro-
jecting or claiming
inted property',.

Through the conspiracy
and the formation of lndo

According to the charges_
heet, by paying kickbacf, to
govt functionaries through
their middleman, the accu_
sed had participated in the

top functionaries ofl AAp) to
pay kickbacks.... These kick-
backs werepaid in exchange
of unduefavours intheDelhi
liquor business," ED has al-
legedinthe chargesheetfiled
onMay10.

The court of Special Jud-
geKaveri Baweja took cogni-
sance of the chargesheet,
which names BRS legislator
Kavitha and four others,
Chanpreet Singh, Damodar

case and tampered with evi
dence by deleting contents
Irom 10 mobi_le phones, it alle
ged. Kavitha had also iried to
inlluence witnesses, as dis-
closed by her chartered acco_

r Sharma.\x Prince Kumar and

Z:
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Keiriwal's bail
plea, extends

iudieiatrcustodY
; n vet another setback to
i o"it i chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, a Delhi

Pt

i

i
:

court on
WednesdaY
dismissed his
application
for interim
bail on medi-

till June 19.

The court is scheduledto
take uP on June 7 his aPPli-

cation seeking default bail
in the case. During the hear-
ine on SaturdaY' the ED had

op"posed the aPPlication'
.iuine he camPaigned
ttrrouehout the Lok Sabha

eiections but "now when he

has to surrender. he suddeg-

Iy claims to be ill" ' et fl /
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CM: Judiciary
is guardian of

our rights
)Gontinued from P I
'I q amata Banerjee also
,', i spoke briefly with
, ', i theCJl,referringto

him as "apopular chief jus-
tice of India". D Y Chandra-
chud and his father (Y V
Chandrachud, the 16th
CJI), she said, have been
serving the country "for ge-
nerations", she said.

Banerjee later posted on
her X handle, "Judiciary
stands as a guardian of our
constitutional rights, a be-
acon of justice, and a cor-
nerstone of our democratic
framework. In these times,
more than ever, we must
strive to uphold the purity
and honesty of ourjudicial
processes, free from any po-
Iitical bias. People place im-
mense faith in the judiciary
looking to it as a source of
fairness and truth. It is this
trust that we must honour
andprotect."
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{rf-'Nati
on's poorest and

backward stood up
to save Constitution'

Rahulclaimed INDTA
bloc fought despite
tough circumstances
with govt machinery
"crcating obstacles"
every step ofthe
way like seizing
bank accounts

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup,com

New Delhi: Congress chief
Mallikarj un Kharge and par-
ty MP Rahul Gandhi
addressed a press conference
here on Tuesday evening in
the presence of Congress
Parliamentary Party chair-
person Sonia Gandhi. "This
time. the people did not give
any party a complete majori
ty particularly BJB which
sought a vote in the name of
one person and one face,,,
Khargesaid.

He claimed INDIAblocfo-
ught despite tough circums-
tances with govt machinery
"creating obstacles" every
step of the way iike seizing
its bank accounts. "However,
our campaigl focussed on is-
sues ranging from inflation,
joblessness, state of farmers
and misuse of constitutional
institutions, " Kharge said.

Rahul said that for Cong-
ress and INDIA bloc, this ge-
neral election was afight to sa-
ve the Constitution, and their
campaigl's focus on reserva-
tions and poverty resonated
with voters, adding: ',India,s
poorest and backward stood
up to save the Constitution.,,
Rahul said opposition fought
this election as one and with
clarity. giving India "a new vi-

he
Rae
was

yet to decide.

would keep
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ilew crime laws
soon, Cabinet
okays r2.2kcr

forensic upgnde
New Delhi: Days before the
new criminal laws _Bhara_
tiya Nyaya Sanhira, Bharati_
ya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhi_
ta,and Bharatiya Sakshya
Aontntyam _ come into
rorce, the Union Cabinet has
c]ea_red a significant nation-al forensic infrastructure
upgrade scheme envisaging
expansion of the Central Fo_

1g11ic Sciences Laboratory
(CFSI .) network and setting
rp of more National Forenl. src*__Sciences University

(NFSU)campuses.

^ The components of the
Rs 2.254 crore National Fo_. rensic lnfrasructure En_
nancemenr Scheme ( NFIES). approved by the Cabinet, in_
ctude establishment of more
N!'SU campuses and CF,SL
racu tties across the countr5l. tlesldes enhancement of in-
rrastructu-re al NFSU,s Delhi
camFus. Financial outlayfor
the central sector scheme _
to be implemented between
2024-25 and 2028-29 _ will be
met out of the home minis_
try'sownbudget.

The strengthening of fo-
rensrc. capabilities nation_
wtoe rs expected to take
care^of the higher demand
ror torensics in .investiga-
tron of crimes under the
newcriminallaws. rNN

/. . , .. . , . .. . , . , . ... ..
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new laws, justice within
3 years of registering FIR: Shah
New Delhi: Union home
minister Amit Shah said on
Monday justice would be de-
Iivered up to the level of Su-
preme Court in all cases
withinthree years of the reg-
istration of an FIR under the
new criminallaws.

Addressing a press con-
flerence after the new crimi-
nal laws were implemented,
Shah expressed hope of a re-
duction of crime infuture as
90% convictionwasexpected
under the new laws.

The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA)
came into effect on Monday
The new laws replaced the
British-era Indian Penal
Code, Code of Criminai Pro-
cedure and the Indian Evi-
dence Act, respectively

"Justice can be received
up to the level of Supreme
Court within three years of
the registration of the FIR,"
he said. Shah said with the
implementation of the three
criminal laws, India would
have the most modern crimi-

justice system in the

Home minister Amit Shah speaks
in the Lok Sabha on Monday

world. "The new laws
brought in a modern justice
system, incorporating provi-
sions such as zero FIR, online
registration of police com-
plaints, summonses through
electronic modes such as
SMS and mandatory video-
graphy of crime scenes for
allheinous crimes," he said.

Shah said the first case
under the new laws was
about a motorcycle theft reg-
istered in Madhya Pradesh's
Gwalior at 10 minutes past
midnight. He also saidthe po-
lice dismissed the case filed
against a street vendor for

selling water and tobacco
products from a cart that aI-
Iegediy obstructed a public
way ln central Delhi's Kama-
Ia Market after an investiga-
tion. The new laws would
give priority to providing
justice, unlike the colonial-
era laws that gave primacy to
penal action, and made re-
porting of crimes even eas-
ier by reco gnising e-FIR, zero
FIR and electronic or digital
evidence. Thehomeminister
said the judicial process
would now be time bound
and the new laws set time
limits forthe j udicial system,
endinglongdelays.

He said the new statutes
were made more sensitive by
adding a chapter on crimes
against children and women
and the inquiry report in
such cases were to be filed
withinsevendays.

Shah said according to
the new laws. judgment irr
criminal cases had to come
within 45 days of completion
of trial and charges must be
framed within 60 days of
firsthearing. err

>Can r€port online, P 7
4;
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ping sections
and simplified,

?"

) Continued flom p I id a new chapter on crimes ardian, he said. Officiats said visions for dealing with such

Person may report crime online, file zeroFIR at any PS
,*-'H-lhe new laws promote ar justice-centric appro_: ach by providing com_
munity service for minor cri_
mes, home minister Amit ment for gang

included-

. .A.rS,, provision has been
agd:d ln cases of having phy_
srcat relations after givingfal-
se promise of marriage and
statement of rape victims will
be^recorded by a woman police
olllcer tn presence of her gu-

, Under the new laws, a per_
son can now report incidents
D.y electronic communica_
tton,,without the need to phy-
srcally visit a potice statjon.
r nrs ailows for easier and qu-

1g-{er lenorting. tacilitating

iliil,T"ii,,'."J.il,'##"*i':
t.tR. a person can file a First
rr'[orm.ation Report (FtR) at
an]^pol ice station, regardless
ot 3urisdiction.

against women and children under the newwas added, buyingand selling
laws, overlap- incidents.
were merged

only B5Bwith
of any
crime and a

child made a heinous

Shah said.
The home min ister saidor_

provision for de_ sections against 511 in the In-ath sentence or life imprison- dian PenalCode. Forexample,
rape of a minor definitions scattered from

sections 6 to 52 have been bro-
ught under one section.

Instances of false promise
gang rape of mi-of marriage,

nors, mob chain
snatching, are

ganised crime, acts of teruo_
rism and mob l],'nching had
been defined. sedition was re_
placed with treason and video
recording of all search and se_
izuresmademandatory He sa_

Page 153 of 373



aW 1w0s v{ awoff,
1frhr{ 2-?y rol\

0b

1

l

\

\

Page 154 of 373



.fl\6 Trm€$ o( {r.rorA
f,1Ay LL) b>l

Courts OnPollDuU
Thqt calcutta HC had to intervene tn poll mattirs

EC shouldhqve handled is troibling

?*
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Telcos start trials to display caller names
as "technical challenges" to oppose an
immediate natlonwide rollout. With the
go!'t being flrm in its demand for begin-
ning initial test-runs on Calling Name
Presentation, companies areulderstood
tohave begun "limitedtrials" inMumbai
and Haryana. "Trials are beginning on
Iimitednumbersaswetryand assessfea-
sibility of CNAR where not only the
number but even the name of caller will
be displayed..." atoptelco executive said.

Pankai.Doval@ti mesg roup.com

whilebeing seen as consumerfriendly is
being opposed by most telcos who are
raising concerns over customer privacy

,//
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. n one of rhe biggest cvber
fraud cases targeting an

individual irr Mumbai. a
former director of a corpo_
rate firm Jost nearly Rs 25
crore after she was threate_
ned with police action in a
fake money-laundering ca-
se, reports Mateen Hafe-
ez. Police said the complai_
nant, a senior citizen from
the western suburbs, so.ld
her and her mother's sha-
res, mutuai fund invest_
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Pz*CID nabs multi-state online sc
mastermind from Guja rat

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: The state CID has
busted a multi-state online
racket that targeted senior ci-
tizens through multiple mo-
dus operandi like KYC fraud,
investment and loan fraud
and IT return frauds.

The CID found that the
gang had set up cal.l centres in
four states and ran operations
under a corporate structure
where "promotions were lin-
ked to performances." The
mastermind has finally been
nabbed from Bhar,magar in
Gujarat in an operation carri-
ed out on Friday The accused
has been brought to Kolkata
on transit remand.

"We had received a comp-
Iaint from a retired person, a
senior citizen, who was duped
in the name of bank KYC up-
gradation. He lost around Rs b
lakh. We began the probe after
the FIR was registered at a lo-

cal police station. We found
that the main operation is be-
ing carried out from Guiarat.
A CID team held multiple ra-

for senlars

ids and the mastermind, Shah
Darshil Pareshbhai of Bhav-
nagar, Gujarat was arrested.
He has accepted that the gang

a

was proactive in at least three
to four different states where
theyrecruited locaIs as emplo-
yees in the front office. Once
produced in local court, pa-
reshbhai will be taken on re-
mand for further probe," said
DIG (Special) Indra Chakra-
vortSr

Cops said a hawala route
was used to divide the profits.
"The accused used traders
across the country to route the
money Gujarat had recently
nabbed a gang that routed mo-
ney from China and we belie-
ve there are direct links with
the man whom we have arres-
ted. The accused, Pareshbhai,
with heip from these traders
and some dealers in foreign
shores, paid only 700./o for go-
ods bought lrom the loreign
nations and kept 30 % himself,
thus redeeming the money
earned from 'I-tunes' gift
cards bought by US victims
and processed in China," ad-
ded a rybercell official.
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Agnikul: F,rom ttFM brainchild to space odyssey
Desi Rocket Firm
Began lts Journey
With <3Cr ln20t7

sirrendrasingh
@timesgroup.cont

New Delhi: From an idea
conceptualised at IIT-Madras
to a full-fledged startup. Agn i-
kul Cosmos Private Ltd has
come a long way in the space
world.

The desi startup was incu-
bated at National Centre for
Combustion Research and
Development on premises of
IIT-Madras. Founded h 2017
byIIT graduates Srinath Rav-
ichandran,MolnSPMand
professor S R Chakravarthy
Agnikul aimed to make space
accessible and affordable and

After four unsuccessful attempts,
Agnikul achieved a historic
milestone on Thursday when it
launched the world's first
3D-printed rocket engine

aspired to support PM Naren-
dra Modi's vision of enabling
buiiding of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat.

The startup began its
space journey with a seed
funding of Rs 3 crore with an
aim to build and launch its
first rocket in 2021, and devel-
op the ability to provide

launch service for satellites
weighing up to 100kg. TiIl the
end of 2020, the companv was
able to raise almost g4 mil-
lion. In Oc|2023, Agnikul re-
ceived a financial boost when
it raised 926.7 million in a Se-
ries B funding rounrl, bring-
ing the total capital raised
since its inception to 940 mil-
lion. In Feb 2021, the startup
test-fired its semi-cryogenic
rocket engine Agnilet to be
used in the second stage of
its rocket Agnibaan'. The en-
gine was developed in single-
pie'ce through 3D printing
with no assembled parts.
The company holds the pat-
ent for the engine's design
and manufacturing.

In Sept 2021, the space
startup sigtred a framework
agreement with department
of space for access to Isro fa-

cilities and technical exper-
tise for the development of its
two-stage small-sateilite Ag-
nibaan launch vehicle. On
No.v 7,2022, Agrrikul bought :

its first flight termination :

svstemfromlsro. :

r r,- sufl'.-rp's Ag:rrtet en- i
ghe was successfuJJy test- i

fired on Nov 8, 2022, for a few i

seconds on vertical test facili-
ty TERLS, at Isro's Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre.

After four unsuccessful
altempts, Agrikul achieved a
historic milestone on Thurs-
day when itwasflnally able to
Iaunch the world's first BD
printed rocket engine but
\Nitt\o\rt any Live-strearrrirrg
andin presence of a few digni-
taries at its own private
launchpad. AgliKul has now
spread its wings for a long
flight to space.

7
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son from LIP bags
Prezs gold medal at NDA

Sandip.Dighe@timesgrou p.com

Pune: The last two days have
been unprecedented for Ra_
vindra Gupta, father of Shobit
who won the prez,s Gold Med_
aI for securing the top spot in
the merit list for the National
Defence Academy,s 146th
course. A marginai farmer
from Dhuvla Karimnagar in
UP's Shahjahanpur diitrict,
Ravindra told TOI: ,,I never
imagined he would be the gold
medallist of the academy. He

has made us extremely
proud." "I own a small farm
and earn a meagre income
from poultry I, jrrespective of
circumstances, wanted to pro-
viderhebest education mv son
could get. So I borrowed mon_
ey to fund his private hostel so
he could prepare for Sainik
School. All our efforts have
proven worthwhile,,, he said.

Shobit studied at Sainik
Schoot in Satara. ,,The school
inculcated military values in
me,"hesaid.
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UGportal
outnumber male

shut$

Poulami.Roy@ti mesof i ndia,com

Kolkata: Female students
35t ADil'tISSI0l{ FOHnfi$ REGEIYE$

i who submitted forms thro_: ughBengal,sfirstcentralised
i admission portal (CAp) for: thestate'sundergraduatecol-
: leges outnumbered their ma_
; le counterparts by around: 70,000 as the portal closed in
i the intervening midnight of: SundayandMonday
i The portal received aro.-: und 85 lakh forms from
i across the country from 5.8

x Total applicants
$,;1,s.?3

other | 39

(All figures till 10pm.
Some of the numbers are
not final, but indicative)

This year. state govt had
introduced a single window
for undergraduate admis_
sions for.461 colleges and 16unlversrttes covering
9,46,921 undergraduate seats

; Iakh students: nearly 3 lakh
femaleand 2.3lakhmale.

in higher education has
increased remarkably over
the past several years," said ahigher education depart_
ment official. ,,This has been
reflected in the overall
number of submissions. This
year, thanks to the centrali_
sed portal. we couJd get an in_
dication of that. Bui we will
be able to get a clearer picture
only after the admissi,on pro_
cess is over."

Some senior educators
and administrators TOI
spoke to agreed about ihcrea_
sed women's participation
in higher education, but
added that many male sru_
dents now often considered
four-year degree courses ,,ti_

me-consuming', and,,heavy,,,
preferring to opt for job_ori
ented ones.

) 'Kanyashree effect,, p 2

- across Bengal. It was open
for two weeks from Ju ne 24.

"Women's participation

-As

female

p" Total applications
34,*4,8t8

:. Outside-Bengal
applications I,:ij,:r:..'.
'Outside-Bengal

applicants | , .,
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'N'{ore female apPlicants a.
Kanyashree effect'

)Continued from P I
r,r, t's of course a good thing that women's parti-
i cipation is high' But it's also a fact that it is
., st"illusualforwomentopursue conventional

degree-course sulrjects while males prefer job-

ori-ented technical courses. For a certain sec-

tion of male stuciuts" a fotlr-year degree pro-

urarnme soems t l ne tak ing a nd hearl." said S'i-

irli Sarka r-. print'r' .rl. Lady Bratrourne Col lege'

Althoueh tht applications were from all
across the countl y -Asutosh College principal
Manas Kabi saic the higher participation of
women was due 10 the Bengal govt's Kanyash-
ree scheme. "It's I <lirect effect of the Kanyash-

. ree oroiect. u hir'lr helped letnalesludentsfrom' 
l'inarrciallt h:cl<',ard fanlilies [o enter higher

eriucatlon. Maie 'tudents; especially after Co-

vid, are more ini:liled towards job-oriented co-

' urses." Kabisairl
. New Aliporr: '-lollege principal JaydeepSa-

rangi said something similar: a large number

oi frufe stldents. after class XII boards, prefer

KEY DATES

' Admission against seat
allocation I':rl!v 12-IE

'" 2nd list of seat allotment
in upgrade round I

AdmissionIr,i',.i '

*" Physical verification | "!xiv 3$'Aug *
:'* UG classes start I Aug 7

7

BengaI.
A higher education dePartment oflicial sa-

id, "This is somethingvery positive for us that

me from Jammu and Kashmir and Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. Even on the last da there

were appiications from several states outside

engineering coui.ses' And that
had reflected in the admissions

. data.
A total of 98,089 aPPlica-

tions were received from outsi-

trll$sl01l
such a huge number of stu-

dents from outside Bengal aPP-

Iied. to Pursue rindergraduate
courses here. The remarkable
munber of aPPlications means

they have faith in our higher
de Bengal - from 19.618 stu-
dents. Data shows the highestnumber of appli-

cations has been received fromBihar (3,50,632),

followed bY Jharkhand (30,952), Assam (9,529),

Uttar Pradesh (5,121) and Odisha (4,2s2). A sig-

r nificant number of aPPlications have also co-

education sYstem."
At a pro$arn{ne on Saturday state educa-

tion minist6r Briffa Basu higilighted that
Bengal's degree colleges were attracting stu-

dentsfromoutside. ,P

II I
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M--/ I/-r{ear-old Assam tran? gfl loses

srihool seat over bikini pict res
Kaneron.Karita r, The familv savs she's !9ins.tarq9le! lglltr x1,ffffi'i,1j}a.J3:^;iiiJi;

@timessroup.com I Of hef gerider. Hef mOther, in a letter t9,9^t pool outins, a moment of, in-

:.: , t mare bod$ didn,t with dreams;;1ffi irre gnhitip-rt-ra' has [:ffi:Uff#ffJI'Jiff?]i9
, , 't i .rl""t" -tt'it tirt or iiaaO ttta heights of discrimination and ir',Lr"tt.itaio'

i ;mf"*;lm;?;.HJ"'1il: I iiiiilii''di.'!.[ ittgtt"nds.unwaverins' aspirins ..,,#,',?:f'*l.,,**ir'i
: is. . . the recent inciaent ai lei * io dontribute to the society*' tu, ,t Jiu. rrr"mea ana suu-

i school in Assam has shaken
i thecoreof ourfanrrminJilu_ dia.ThefamilyhasaskedSar- school ma,agement claimed jecte-d to mentar harassment'

i tions meant to pro,".i uri ;; i"; ; ,r.; "i trrriri"r - 
trrri ttr"v rr*"" tui."" ."" or we decided to keep her awav

i nurture o* vorrrrg...'iir" rio* embracing 
--dir"lrrtv tle rz-vearo*l"d"it"a"ni u"o from such a toxic environ-

i school, which should t. u *iti, g"*a.r-irr"irrrir".-irri .o"rrr"ir.at""itir.t"gtr""iu" ment," her mother said' adtl-

i sanctuary of Iearning. be- forminr.toof.tJl*t""nJi,,g 'io"'ptotuit]nlfi"tt?"*LJ- 
ingthefamilvwantsapublic

: 
"ameanarenaofjudgment... 

protection rg"i"ri't*iiyi"E tyin-girvsomesil;;;Tt' aPoloovfromtheschool'

, Thisistheplightof mydaugh- indharassmenl 
" ritt ptffipli"t'ii 'r'"t ^" 

Nfri''shemighthavetofor-

i ter. aplightthatis strared-by Also,thestate'sTransgen- rt"port"aii,iiilotogiupttti" feitanentireacademicyearas

i manyyetoftens,enceor-itrrL oeiweriareso"##;il&;; r.i,!-g"it"!,.nl;;rrru;FiF: she,.1vas issued the transfer

i shadows of igr,.o.ur,..". 
"' ""- ffiil-'s#" c#;i:"ri;; f;; itv;;, trr"."[oii 

"uinJo 
u'[ud certificate amid the ongoing

, Ther"areexcerptsfroma Protection of idil"ii;hi "it"'' u-oil';;il;;;d session' State Transgender

leuer to Assam cM Himanta (ASCpcR),. ,"yi#'-d;il; irruttrr"."ntli*",iri*it"i"i- welfareBoartlpresidentRitu-

Biswa sarma by a Guwahati can sexuaii.. "'if,ilalr"u"li, "].;trl"rrp.rrr"iour]'.gesaio 
parna Neog said"'In the ex-

womanafterphotosof herl?- andaphoto". tire scnoor'liel'Lii"tt"ata to planation siven to us' the

year-old transgender. .augh- On June 26, ASCPCR be turget. f'e'''I"A f"a 
-,,"i"f, 

ichool's view is that the pho-

terinaswimmingpoolinabi- ganhearingrirtfr."Jrrl,*iti, u-i-ri"an..toi"-ovettreposti. tos were sexually explicit' I

kini, posted o., y,"r'^rtliur it. ii"rrre*o".girjt ir*iiv 49*.t'""t, 
'ii'"- titt""t't 41': forwarded this to

media platform. ro...o i-.-. il ,rr.riing-,.," i.?ii'*i. "'*. familv hur-led 
'^ri"grii*t 

"t AS.cPcR' with the point that

Ieavetheschoor lasr month. heard the .ornpi""i""ri ,ra iir...irrr*r. r"v:"gifi"irrrr"f nobodvcansexuariseach,d's

white the mother has would now ,ffiii'l.tt"i t'ir,nipr,"t"i*uiutt"*tuttto bodvandohotos"'

slammed tne principai of trre authorities. AI#1;;i;g get rr-eiouii"r ifrJ"i' iit"v 'r ' Neos is also a member of

reputedco-edu.^tio.,uirrnoo-r ilii-ih; p*ti.l,'*""ri"rii i.g"atrr"trt"t"."-L^irig"t the Nitional council for

inGuwahatilor..slandering... convene on a s"pecific date. becauseoi her gender. ''The TransgenderPersons'

..belittring.. and ,.mockin-s" Thereafter.l"*rillii"r*"tlo ,"t'"oi o"Ltt:i ?i;;";i*i[r The principal told ToI

her daughter anO ,.targetiig Ue initiated," 
^1-o*1nir.io,1 pi,oto'po'iuOfVii"VgJlii"tt that the message was clearlv

hertruthandh..u"ryt-"irrg'i chairperson Sir,"il"ip.itr.i 'it'g ot ittu-"i'if' ti indicates communicated to the family

school authorities said tlhe Saikiasaid' 
rq,rqr r r""v-* 

it'6it ti#""'il"turiiv';; tr'u "Bodv piercing' tattooing are

photographs ..**p..rJ"J ,ut- on June 10. a day after the mother said' against our rules' Posting oh-

saritv.. and all rhat fi; ffi ,.urrrg"nO", *ilffir'"ilil il; 
"* 

in t1',"'rJtt"r to Assam CM' scene ohotos on sociai media

iskedforwastohavetheposts ph9to1. ,rr. ,.njoi"p"i#ipur *i,r.n rrr"r *"ni ui*i o" ro- is not desired' we told them

removedfromsocialmedia. iarled the p".;;;';t 9d;. cial_ t""ii",' iii"'-.i"a""tt thev could deiete the photos

As the world celebrated "'Yourdaught*'i.iirg*,iG mg-theJ ;id' ':it;v ;^"grtft' and start behaving properlv

June as pride Month. photos and shameful 
'iiil"","*"i: *itt or.J-r ai-uast al ttre or withdraw the student from

of thetransgendergiilinabi- row ana tate.yrliorlt "i--V 
e,ut'-upti'u'Tut fu"tA ti'" theschool'"hesaid'"Iamde-

kini, crickerr during a iamily school...'thisir#rrittrr"priii- ireigrrtsoi'tilJ.iffi#i;;;;; iigtrt.otr,utt.unsgenderswill

vacation on June e and postecl cipal told me,i ;#"rffi;;;b ,Li-Yg,t-1; 
Y;i she stands un- now raise their voice for liber-

on social media, became not mother recounted the call' *u'u'i'g' *"pitGi9 t"ryt't- ty and fairness' They glanced

iust a flashpoint between the The family iil;d i", a ute to 'oli"t'""' 
;The phone at mv photos but failed to ac-

ichoolancl herfamily bul also transfer from it."J.i,I"i."tt ' ."if ,t 
"f "f'',i'ftom 

the princi knowledge my academlc

puta question*".r.'""i1.'*- ;;il; *r1", it.v'rrio *u, pur *ut- u''iiuti'it*it''o"t ot achievements"' said the stu-

iue of gender inclusivity in ,,capituiatingtffii.dil;;i fut"u"ttpt*Jtiilii;;;'H;tt" 9:1t'whopassedclassXwith

educationalinstitutionsinln- on her .igtt io"'Jlirii'"i't" .i"r*tai"'^tpu""orputto"- 76o/oaggregate' r '/-
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r'womenmove back' backlash, rCetV
orders probe, says it's'deePlY perturbed'

on the dais.
Neither ICAI nor the or-

tler officiallY reacted to the
criticlsm til.l MondaY, which
was also National CA DaY,

when TOI got in touch with
both.

ICAI President Ranjit K
Asarwal admitted that the
oiganisation rvas "deePlY

nerturbed" b) the incjdent'
lTh. t.r.ont behind the oc-

currence remai.n unclear but
the ICAI has initiated a tho-
rough lnvestigation into the
matter," he said, adding that
the institute was committed
to "imPlementing remedial
measures to Prevent such
incidents infuture".

>'lncident a blol.-' t P 3 

-

Udit Prasanna Mukheriee &
Priyanka Dasgupta I rruru

Kolkata: The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India has started an internal
orobe to find out whY women
intheaudiencewere askedto
move back five rows at a re-
cent event in the cityjust be-

fore chief guest Swami GY-

anvatsalYa from the BAPS
SwaminaraYan Mandir was
invited to the dais

The ICAI event, an inter-
national conference of CA
students, was organised he-
re on June 22. A video went
viral a few daYs after that'
which showed the Presenter

-also 
anICAImember- sa-

ying: "No ladies, no girls, no

girl volunteers in sight.
folksl Hustle uP, he's on his
way!" The video fuelled a

storm on social media, wi.th
many cringing and exPres-

sing disgust at the overt sex-

ism and misogYnY Several
ICAI members, too, exPres-
sed their "extreme discom-
fort" at the turn of events

I

srffi lCAl has initiated a

\# thorough Probe' lt is
dedicated to emPowering

, lcAl has in its fold 4lakh
chartered accountants' every
third member is a womafi '

women. I must reiterate our

, lt has a student base of

profound concern regarding the

incident. ln the institute's 75Yr

. lr:r : J[g manner of
r .. announcement Prior
i to the sPeaker's arrival was

, unfortunate. Some sanyasls

. and priests follow their sPecial

. spiritual disciplines. lt doesn't
mean they disresPect or

i discriminate against women

Iwinlde Chhapia I elps
SWAMINARAYAN MANDIR MEMBER

history, such an

event has never
unfortunate
transpired

Raniit K Agan'ral I emstoenr
0F rcAl
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*'lnctdent 
a blot

on institute's
history'

>Continued Ftom P I

' I 'he ICAI has 4lakh CAs

$ and every third member
.& is awoman," he said, ex-

plaining that this "demo-
graphic composition" under-
scored ICAI's "dedication to
empowering women". Such an
'iunfortunate incident" had
never happened in the insti
tute's ?s-year history he
stressed.

Agarwal's hand-wringing
was in no small way prompted
by the debate within the CA
communify in Kolkata and be-
yond. Several former and serv-
ing seniors of ICAI, who TOI
spoke to, came out strongly
against what transpired on the
dais. "We cannot be sure about
what prompted the presen ter's
bizarre request but we are agh-

. ast that there was no protest
from our office-bearers pre-
sent at the event," one ICAI
member said. A former na-
tional president of the insti
tute was another who vehe-
mently denounced what hap-
pened, calling "the unprece-
dented incident a blot on the
institute's history".

West Bengal Commission
for Women chairperson Leena
Gangopadhyay found it
"alarming" that no one from
the ICAI present there found it
necessary to protest.

Feminist-activist Piya
Chakraborty spoke of the
" deeply entrenched miso gyny
and patriarchy that Pervade
our society". "Blatantdiscrim-'

, ination, especially when ex'
pressed overtly is not only reP-
rehensible but also criminal in
nature," shesaid.

No seniorBAPS Swamina-
rayan Mandir monk com-
mented on the incident. But a
senior member of the order
and a CA herself, Twinkle
Chhapia said "the manner of
the announcement prior to the
speaker's arrival was unfortu-
nate" and had "disturbed
many". "It, however, does not
reflect the ethos and the senti-
ments of the speaker, " she add-
ed, referring to Swami Gyan-
vatsalya's address. "Some sa-

nyasis and priests follow their
special spiritual discipline in
Hinduism and many other
spiritual tradition. It does not
mean that they disrespect or
discriminate agailst women, "
sheadded.

\
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New Delhi: AI will rePlace
people with PeoPIe, contrarry
to the common narrative, De-

loitte's AI executive Rohit Tan-
don said, emPhasising that the
future belongs to Al-human
collaboration, not rePlace-

ment, ashe envisions arevolu-
tionary era where technologY
empowers, rather than rePlac-
es, theworkforce'

In an inter-view Thndon,
managing directo! AI and in-
sights Practice leader, Deloitte
t iP, said AI will not snatch
iobs, but wili simPlY do awaY

with some of the easier jobs.

and create new roles.
"AI will, with PeoPle, re-

place PeoPIe... It's not just AI
replacilg PeoPIe. You still
need humars in the looP," he

said. Tandon said the same
: kindof fearof jobrolesgetting

i wiped out existed when IT,

i technology and comPuters

r came into the scenario.
"But just look at how

many more jobs have been

created across the globe be-

cause of IT. The same thing is
soingto haPPen with Af lt's
eoing to be all-Pervasive. just

-Like it is today, just like You
have some of the biggest su-

percomPuters that exist today
available on Your Phone,
some of the most Powerful AI
algorithms will be at Your dis-
posal, in Your Purses, and in
your wallets, in Your Pockets.

"It's going to be something
that we talk about just like the
way we talk about it or not talk
about it, itjust becomes a Part
of ourlives," he said

He said this is not the first
tjme when a new technology
has come and threatened job

Iosses.
"We've done this before

with automation, call centres,
etc. We've automated some of
the easier stuff. What it leaves

behind is tougher Problems
for humansto solve.

humans. If You look at the Plr-
amid of jobs, AI will start autG
mating more of the easier jobs

that are done," he noted.
People will use AI to suP-

olement their knowledge and

iheir abiliry to lind informa-
tion and share that back and
serve the PoPulation, he said.

"It will eliminate cerLain

that will idtiatlY feei that theY

are being cramPed. but their
appreciation over tjme with
these regulations, what it
means forthem inthe medium
to long term, theY'l1 only be

firtl of gratitude and aPPrecia-

tion. I would advise that these
shoutd not be Point-in-time
regulations.

.EM FOTTVERING' WORKFORCE

"It will lead to job changes.

AI will be replaced bY AI with

roles. But it will create more
jobs than it will eliminate,"
Thndonsaid.

He said shared services -
that exist across all sectors -
aretheflrst ones to be imPact-
edbyAI.

'iFilance, m., and some of
the shared services Pieces.
What we're seeing is energY
from an industrY Perspective.
is taking on some very inter-
esting use cases, which have a

wide impact," he said.
Tandon shared an in-

stance of how ruing comPuter
vision, AI, and the abilitY to
compute and Process quicklY
has tnabled to identify and
managewildfires.

Consumerisation, bank-
ing, andhosPitalitY are some
of the other sectors that are
utilising the Power of AI, he

said.
He further said setting uP

guardrails and regrrlations for
AI is imPortant, but they
should be dlrramic in nature.

"There will be businesses

"The pace at which AI and

Gen AI are moving is so fast,

we're learning every daY I'm
studying harder than I did in
school or college right now.

"Thesehave to be dYnamic
regrrlations. These have to be

aciive forums that are contin-
uously evaluating, Poking
holes in what has been built,
and strengthening them," he

saitl. This can onIY be

achieved with govt and enter-
prises coming togethe4 he

added.
"I allude to two Pillars:

computing caPabititY I think
sovt has to PlaY a big role in
making sure that is available.
With that compute capabihff
there willbe a requirementfor
a huge amount of Power be
cause these GPUs are Power-
hungry Govt wil] have to help
enable that... Grassroots-level
training, availability of
knowledge, anal being able to
get that in awidePoPulation is
going to be also very valua-
ble," he said. AGENcTES ./z

AI
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7

Saleem Pandat@timesgroup.com

Srinagar: J&K administration has
directed all schools to commence
morning assemblies with the Nation-
alAnthem, requiringthem to strictly
follow a four-year-old norm whose
compliance has been erratic.

A circular issued by the principal
secretary of the school education to
this effect also requires morning as-
semblies to be made uniform across
the Union Territory The order covers
private institutions.

"It's been observed that such a sig-
nificant tradition is not being carried
out uniformly across various schools
of J&K," the circular issued on
Wednesdayreads.

Department principal secretary
Alok Kumar said morning assem-
blies helped nurture values of moral

A circular issued by the
principal secretary of the
school education to this
effect req uires morning
assembliesto be made
uniform across the UT

integrifi shared community and dis-
cipline. The assemblies should be of
20 minutes, beginning with the Na-
tionai Anthem and requiring ali stu-
dents and teachers to gather ln a des-
ignated area of the school.

The circular lists 16 steps for
schools to follow. The school educa-
tion department has advised schools
to invite to their morning assemblies
guest speakers, create awareness
about envlronment and caution stu-
dents against drugs.

*

Nat'l Anthem must
for Kashmirschools

l
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{ Mofe seek ego theraryto 
I

cope with academic setback
Sarthakc@ti mesgrouP.com

Kolkata: More and more ado-

Iescents in the citY were ta-
king'ego state theraPY'to co-
pe with unsatisfactorY Perfor-
mance in exams or academic.
peer pressure or inabilitY to
adapt to a new education sYs-

tem, said psYchiatrists and
mentai health exPerts.

Following boards results,
psychologlsts and counsel-
lors usuallY see a jump in the
number of Youngsters see-

king theraPY for their mental
well-being. But the recent spi-

An awareness session for parents on ego state therapy is on

ke stood at 20%-25% in the
past few years, showed data fr-
om Tndian Association of Pri-
vate Psvchiatry (West Bengal
branch). The revelation came
a day before World Ego Aware-
ness Day on SaturdaY

Poor academic Perfor-
mance, peer Pressure and dif-
ficulty in tackling a change in
the education system often
ledto ego problems, which co-

uld get aggravated with time
and cause acute dePression
among yonngsters, saY PsY-
chologists. Ego state theraPY

is a psychod5,namic aPProach
to treat such behavioural and
co grritive problems. PsYchiat-
rist Arabinda Brahma, also
vice-president of Indian As-
sociation of Private Ps5rchiat-

ry (Bengal) said, "Tolerance
of academic fai lure is the Pri-
mary way to keeP ego and de-
pression at baY ManY Parents
are seeking therapists' help
when their wards show sYmP-

toms of Phobia, anxietY de-
pression, ego or behavioural
change afber Poor Performan-
ce in boards." Psychologist
Aparupa Oiha said, "Ego me-
ans a person's sense of self-
-esteem. We try to make stud-
ents realise life is not limited
to academic Performance. "

DumDumresidentPubali

Das noticed something amiss
with her son. "The school co-

unsellor gave me tiPs on str-
ess management. It was found
my son was suffering as he
had not scored as exPected in
a class test. We took him to a
psychologist, who conducted
the ego state theraPY" she sa-

id. Nita BhattacharYa. a resi-
rlent of Central Avenue, said,
"After my husband's death,
my 11-year-old daughter tur-
ned aggressive and even sho-

wed suicidal tendencies. She

has been undergoing the the-
rapy for two years now. "

Special educator Sritama
Ghosh said, "Without timely
intervention, insecuritY and
mental turbulence among st-
,.,l6h+s m Av hccome tfaUma."-

N

l

I

F
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NIGO mqkeov erc are helping' sqrlcnn'
schools shed sttgma, boost enrolment

With colourful
classrooms, teacher

training ond tech some
non-profits are trying

to bringbock'pride
in govt schools

Ketaki.Desai@ti mes g r0u P.com

.,". fter 24 long Years. the
,,' '& once-crumbling Utkarsh

i' * t. Vidya tllandir and Junior Coi-
i. .1t'. lege (UVM) in Nagpur has
undergone quite a transformation -from basic repair to more lights, better
toilets and colourful classroom murals
that help kids learn. This makeover was
thanks to NGO My Zero GravitY which
runs a progralnme to improve the sub-
par infrastructure of govt schools.
Founder Maitreyi Shrikant Jichkar says
over the years, the organisationhas seen
learning outcomes and attendance im-
prove in the schools they work with.

RAMESH
UTSAV, KA

Think'sarkari school' and You thhk
of under-funded, dilapidated buildings,
and teachers who are not ProPerIY
trained. However, several NGOs across
the country are focusing on concrete
solutions like building or repairing in-
frastructure, training teachers and
bringing tech to classrooms. The apathy
often attributed to government teachers
is not inherent, they say When teachers
are engaged and infrastructure is ln
place, things begin to change not only
for students, butthe community atlarge.

IF{*EHTIVETS STIJDY
Karnataka-based Bal Utsav is one such
NGO. Director Ramesh Balasundaram
says their interventions spanfour areas:
infrastrucfure, teacher trainhg, schol-
arships and sanitation. "Typically the
number of students drops, the higher the
grade they're in. In part, this is because
the sprread of schools is not linear, so if
a primary school is in a lkm radius, the
upper primary may be Skm awaY" he
says. "But the most important thing is
that if students are not sure they'll be in
school next year, why would they step up
to the pedal and learn?" This is the idea

$gxrl$G A FACELIFT: Besides infrastructure facilities, some NGOS provide

scholarships as well. (Right) ln Nagpur, murals double up as learning tools

behind their scholarship progralnme -
to retain the top students in each school.
He adds that bringing alumni back to
talk to current students helps as they see

someone become an engineer or study
in an international school.

WATHR T& UfASIIROOMS
Jichkar says it is not just about having
pretty schools but creating an enabling
learning environment. Their murals, for
instance, double up as a pedagogicaltool.
"If we paint a protractor on the wall, tfie
teachers can use them to teach angles."

But much of the infrastructural work
these non-profits do is more basic -
schools often lack classrooms, drhking
water, washrooms, and waste-disposal
mechanisms. Balasundaram says they
did a survey of 100 Bengaluru schools in
2015 and found that none had any form
of waste disposal on offer, let alone for
menstrualwaste. "If you'reateacherwho
cares about their job, but your school
doesn't have a toilet and you spend nile
hours a daythere, would you do it?" Men-
slruating students miss out on school or
in some cases even run backhome in the
middle of the day these exPerls say

One Schoo1 at a Time (OSAAT) is a
non-proflt started by techies who were
Iiving in the US some 20 years ago. But
recently they've established a iocal team.
"In the last few years, we've been work-
ing on 10-15 schools a year across 10

states. Our 103rd project is underway"
says SudheerHullemane, vice president,
OSAAT Digital SchoolIni:astructure. In
a school in Karnataka's Belgaum which
was ravaged bythe 2018floods, they built
four classrooms and toilet blocks. "Since
then, the school has transformed. Its
student strength has doubled to 600,"
says Balakrishna Rao, head of opera-
tions of OSAAT Physical Infi:asfucture.

TSACHING IJTIITH TECH
The other focus of their intervention has
been around technology Much is made
of the transformative potential of tech

for classrooms, but in rural areas where
data, if not electricity itself, is precarious.
this iseasiersaidthandone. OSAATtack-
les this by providing their schools with
laptops and tablets, rather than desktops
which need constant electricity

Abhishek Dubey studied both in a
golt ard private school and had a strong
desire to give back. What began as teach-
ing kids fuom rural areas while he was in
college has turned into a fuil-fledged or-
ganisation. They've trained over 11,000

teachers thus fa4 and frtted schools with
an interactive panel. "We curate content
and give them a screen where tJtey play
a video and facilitate a discussion in class.

A11 this can be accessed oflline."
Similarty Caring with Colow another

NGO, focuses on providing school kids
with 21st century employable skills. "We
train teachers to move from black-
board-style rote learning into a more
experiential method where students
learn through activities, games, art and
projects," says Rajeev Annaluru, trustee
& COO. So, if fractions are being taught,
teachers use everlthingfrom chapatis to
trees to explain the concept.

SEF{SE OF PMDE
Balasundaram says they see at least 5%
increased enrollment yearon-yea4 with
some schools even seeing a 25% jump
year-on-year. "We've been able to break
ttre narrative that no one wants to go to
these schools. In some cases, MLAs are
writing letters trying to get students in"

This sense of pride speaks to the in-
tangible effects of this kind of tralsfor-
mation. Rao says, "Once basic jnfrashrrc-

ture is in place, teachers, students, and
the larger community get motivated. The
administration finds it easier to raise
funding. Students enrolled in private
schools comebackto government schools.

Villages come out to celebrate the inau-
guration and neighbouring villages get
more motivated to do the same. You can't
quantjfy that feeling."

- Add.itiornl inputs by Ved Ghalehulc

m
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TNPolicep ortalbreachlrighlishts the needfor greater .

accoufiablliry onthose storing sensitive personol data

la-the bis data breach that hit Tamil Nadu Police last week is another
I demJnstration of weak data security infra inthe country Hackers

I were not only able to access the departnent's Facial Recogrrition
Software portal -which contdins more than 60lakh records of indivi-
duals, including photos, narnes, FIR numbers and details of police

officers - but have also reportedly put the data on sale on the dark web'

Protectin'g\ata goldmine i Given India's huge population and
growing digiiisation, govt departments are increasingly storing
massiwvotumes of data. This is also precisely why India is a big target
for cybercriminals. over the last couple of years there have been multi-
ple data breaches, especialty targeting the Indian healthcare sector.

Lastyea'aserverureacrrirltcry::n:lXTi:i1tril:T#mffi{}lt

vaccines. ln 2022, a ransomware attack at
AIIMS-Delhi crippled e-hospital services'

National security threat I Apart from
potential harm to people whose data is being
pilfered, there's a clear national security risk
here. We already have reports of Chinese
data processing farms potentially collecting
gigantic volumes of data from across the
world, including India. Sensitive information

ft*

of political leaders and VIPs falling into the
hands of a strategic rival can be dangerous. North Korea is another
known source of ransomware attacks. Theseneedtobe countered.

ll.

Greater accountability India's cybersecurity infra includes
agencies like the hedia Computer Emergency Response Tbam (CEXT-INI'

B-ut most breaches are actually reported by foreigrr entities. we need

to be far more proactive. Plus, there's litUe accountability for data

breaches. Indiars data protection law gives sweeping exemptions to
govt entities. But no one is penalised or fined when massive data
f,acks take place at their servers. A system of penalties needs to be

instituted if cybersecurity infra is found wanting. That's the only

. way tokeep our defences tight.

I

I
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'Two HPdlstiudges movesG; 
\

question HC collegium pick

Dhananjay.Maliapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Questioning the
process of selection of judges
by the Himachal Pradesh HC
collegium, two senior-most dis-
trict judges have moved Su-
preme Court alleging that the
collegium not only ignored
theirmerit and seniority but aI-
so stepped around CJI D Y
Chandrachud-led SC collegi-
um's specific advice for consid-
erationof theirnames.

Reflecting a larger issue re-
volving around an oft-repeated
gri.evance that HC collegiums
do not scrupulously adhere to
SC-devised process for selec-
tion of judicial officers and
lawyers for appointment as HC
judges, districtjudges of Bilas-
pur and Solan, Chirag Bhanu
Singh and Arvind Malhotra, re-

\ """""""""

The Himachal HC building in Shimla. The petitioners have sought a stay on
consideration of junior judicial officers by SC collegium
redressed their grievances

till apex court

spectivel5l in their joint writ HC collegium ignored SC colle-
petition sought a direction to gium's advice and law minis-
HC collegium to consider their ter's letter and without reconsi-
names as per SC collegium's dering their names, began call-

judicialof-Jan 4 resolution. ingforjudgmentsof
They said SC collegium's ficers much junior to them in a

decision to send their names bid to step around their merit,
for reconsideration by HC j udg- seniority and "unblemished ju-
es was followed by a communi- dicialtrackrecord".',Thefacts
cationfromUnionlawminister and circumstances of the pre-
to HC chief

ftr'

Earlier, recommended by
HC collegium for appointment
as judges of Himachal Pradesh
HC, names of SinghandMalho-
tra were placed for SC collegi-
um's consideration on July U
last year, which was initially
deferred. On Jan 4, the CJI-led
collegium remitted their
names to HC collegium for re-
consideration.

Petitioners said HC collegi-
um last month "deliberately
omitted their names", over-
looking seniority and merit
and recommended names of
two "ineligible junior officers"
to SC collegium for appoint-
mentasHCjudges.

"The process adopted by the
HC collegium stands procedur-
ally & substantially vitiated &
is contrary to established con-
stitutional convention. Action
of HC chief justice & the colle-
gium is thus liable to be set
aside," they said, and sought a
stay on the process of consider-
ation of names of junior judi-
cial officeis by the SC collegi-
um till SC redressed their:l:r::ii 4

'Seniority, Merit,
SC Collegium

Advice lgnored'

that names
sent case exhibit that petition.
ers' valuable constitutional

hotra be reconsidered by HC rights, pertinently their right
collegium. to be considered, are being vio-

The judicial officers said lated,"theysaid.

"""\fr{

justice requesting
of Singh and Mal-

tr.ffi*
::+i '

i -Jj;
?; F
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CBI To lnvestigate
Sans Arrest, Final

Hearing July 16
Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a huge relief to
25,?57 teaching and non-tea-
ching staff recruited through
the West Bengal School Servi
ce Commission's 2016 selec-
tion process, Supreme Court
on Tuesday stayed a Caicutta
High Court order annulling
their appointments but war-
ned that those recruited ille-
gally would have to refund sa-
laries to the state.

A bench of Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud and justices
J B Pardiwala and Manoj Mis-
ra, after day-long proceedings
marred by out-of-turn inter-
jections by senior advocates,
agreed to examine moda'lities

)

j6*t{* Thecourtcannot* be unmindfulof
the impact of setting
aside of a large
complement of assistant
teachers who are
recruited for teaching
Class 9-10 and 11-12
students, which would
be the consequence if
the impugned judgment
of the high court stands
_SC BENCH

by which tainted candidates
could be segregated from non-
tainted ones so as to enable the
court to save the jobs of those
who made it to the merit list
honesily

Dictating the order in open
court much afterthe end of bu-
siness hours at 4pm, the bench
said, "The court cannot be un-
mindful of the impact of set-

tu'#!y happy, ffietttalny
rmlaxedo says C[d

1 am really very happy ald
,{ mentally relaxed on receipt
of justice at the highest court
of the land," CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee posted on X shorfly af-
ter the SC stayed Calcutta
HC's order nlxing 25,757
school jobs. "Congratulations
to the entire teaching frater-
nity and my humbte regards
to the hon'ble Supreme Court
of India," she said.

ting aside of a large comple-
ment of assistant teachers
who are recruited for teach ing
Ciass 9-10 and 11-12 students,
which would be the consequ-
ence if the impugned judg-
ment of the high court
stands."

However, it permitted CBI
to carry on wlth its investiga-
tion irtto the recruitment scam

Pt

subject to the condition that it
would not arrest the tainted re-
cruits or take any coercive me-
asure against them. It posted
the matterfor final hearing on
Ju]y16. Also, the SC continued
its April 29 interim order bar-
ring CBI from interrogating
minlsters or state govt employ-
ees allegedly responsible for
creation of supernumerary
posts ol teachers ald non-tea-
ching staff to appoint walilis-
ted candidates.

Tl said the courr's scrutiny
would focus on the appoint-
mentof thosewhodid nor fi gu-
re in the list of those selected,
those appointed after expiry
of the validity of the selection
panel, those appointed thro-
ugh malipulation of OMR
answer sheets which helped
them j ump ranks and get appo-
inted despite having submit-
tedblankOMRsheets.

>'Need to see-', P g

SCstays Gal HC order nixing 
I

t-
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SC: Need to see whether tainted

, appointments can be segregatg$
I >ciitii*drrom" 
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vidual would prima facie cJl-ledbenchsaid,"weare

l4.Sok,forgroup C nontea ploughtheroute.of thedata, nothergtoscrutiniseJusti-
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Singh said fresh selec- t"i itiO6 tire entirety of the since re-sisned as ajudge' jo-

tion was the only way out' selectionprocess'" ined BJP and is contesting

After hearing rotr, 'rii"r, 
-"- 

Ctr" u.""r, further said, from Tamluk Lok Sabha

mainlv the pJtitioners who "That apart, from the mate- constituency
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Inclusion of foreign workers-i" 
PF unconstitutional: HC

i'he entire salary is

"discriminatorY" and

of Article 14, says HC

empioyeelndianAN
t0continuesoverseasworking

towards+s,000contribute
awhile foreignPF,

maketols madeworker

violative
ruling

a contribution on
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Pepper spray a'dangerous says HC
TrNaes News Nrrwonx

Bengaluru: Citing a US
court ruling, the Karnataka
High Court observed recent-
ly that pepper spray was a
dangerous weapon, and re-
fused to quash investlgations
in a criminal case registered
against C Ganesh Narayan,
one of the directors of jewel-
lery brand C Krishnaiah
Chetty& Sons (CKC & Sons),
andhis wife Vidya Nataraj.

The petitioners were ac-
cused of attacking RandeeP
Das, a security guard employ-
ed by CKC & Sons showroom

at Shivajinagar in Bengalu-
ru, and some iabourers work-
ing on their compound wall
onApril29,2023.

Both sides indulged in
verbal and physical flghts,
during which Vidya alleged-

ly used pepper spray
On a complaint filed bY

Das, a case was registered
against the petitioners under
IPC sections 323 (puni-
shment for causing hurt), 324
(causing hurt with weapons),
341 (wrondul restraint), 4127

(mischief causing damage),
504 (intentional insult) and
506 (criminal intimidation).

Challenging the com-
plaint, the petitioners argued
they were forced to use PeP-
per spray in defence and it is
protected under IPC section
100 (right to sef-defence).

They claimed Das and
the others attempted to inter-
fere with their propertY and
there was injury caused to Vi-
dyaaswell.

"Pepper spray is undoubt-
edly a dangerous weapon.
There is no determlnation bY
any law being laid down in

,
,

this country with regard to
usageof pepperspraybeinga
dangerous weapon, but a
court in USA in PeoPle vs
Sandez (case) in 2018 has held
that noxious chemical
sprays, Iike pepper sPraYS,
are dangerous weaPons," the
judgeheld.

Rejecting the right 10 Pri
vate defence invoked bY the
petitioners, Justice M Naga-
prasanna, citing a SuPreme
Court ruling, said VidYa
could not have used PePPer
spray "as prima iacie, there
was no imminent threat or
danger to her 1ife".
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Guwahati: Gauhati high
court has directed Assam
govt to specify in a week the
"time by which compensa-
tion will be paid" to the six
families whose houses were
demolished in Nagaon dis-
trict in 2022. The houses
were demolished a day after
a mob.set Batadrava police
statioriL ablaze in protest
against the custodial death
of a fish vendor, Safiqul Is-
lam,o\May21,2022.

Assam's home and polit-
ical (A) department had
submitted before a bench of
Chief Justice Vijay Bishnoi
and Justice Suman Shyam
that the amount of compen-
sation had been determined
and that the matter had
been referred to the finance
department for payment of
compensation.

A one man inquiry com-

Assam govt told HC that the
amount of compensation had
been determined and the
matter referred to finance dept
for payment of compensation

mittee led by the chief secre-
tary was constituted by state
golt last year to conduct an
investigation into the police
station arson case and demo-
Iition of the houses. The
committee submitted its re-
port to the home and politi-
cal department n Jan2024.
The report was later submit-
ted to the court in a sealed en-

velope by senior gor,t advo-
cateDNathinFeb.

Pwsuant to the report,
the home and political de-
partment wrote to the reve-
nue and disaster manage-
ment department to assess
the loss on account of demo-
Iition of the houses of six
people. The report remained
under consideration of the
state govt for a long time.

Sources said the com-
pensation for a demolished
pucca house would be Rs 10
lakh and Rs 2.5 lakh for a
kuchchahouse.

The police had filed a
chargesheet against 24 ac-
cused in connection with
the arson. During the inves-
tigation, five houses were
demolished by the police
and administration stating
that they were illegally oc-
cupyinggovtland.

The next hearing has
been listed for May 14.

timeline to paydamages
razedhouses: HCtofusam
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SC: Endorsers
of products

must act with
responsibility

New Delhi: It is imperative
for celebrities and public
figures to act responsibly
while endorsing a consum-
er product, Supreme Court
said on Tuesday as it
clamped down on mislead-
ing advertisements.

The SC directed that be-
fore an advbrtisement [s
fermitted to be issued, a
self-declaration be ob-
tained from advertisers on'
t hel ine of theCableTeievi-
sion Network Rules, 1994.
RuIe 7 of the Iaw stipulates
an advertisemeht code that
says advertisements car-
ried should be designed to
be in ccrnformity with the
laws of the country

"We are of the opinion
that advertisers, advertis-
ing agencies and endorsers
are equally responsible
for issuing false and mis-
leading advertisements,,,
thetopcourtsaid. crr

)'Lodge complaints', p lil
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'Encourage consumers to complaints'
)Gontinued from P I
:. ndorsementsbycelebri-
I ties. inlluencers and* public figures go a Iong

way in promoting products
and it is imperative for them
to act with resPonsibilitY
while endorsing anY Pro-
duct in the course of adverti
sement and taking resPonsi-
bility for the same," the
bench of justicgs Hima Koh-
li and Ahsanuddin Amanul-
lahobserved.

The SC said the ministri-
es concerned need to set uP a
specific procedure which

will encourage consumers
to lodge complaints regar-
ding misleading advertise-
ments be taken to their logi-
caI conclusion.

It said self-de-
clarationsby adver-
tisers shall be uplo-
aded on the'Broad-
cast Seva' portal
which runs under
the aegis of the Mi-
nistry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting. Re-

and advertisers shall file
self-declaration before issu-
ingany

It also asked the health
mi.nistry to file an affidavit

regarding complaints
received from 2018 on-
wards by FSSAI on
misleading advertise-
ments concerning fo-
od products .The
bench referred to the
Central Consumer

Protection Authority guide-
lines includingthose related
to children-targeted adverti-
sements and duties of the
manufacturer, service pro-

vider. advertiser and adver-
tising agency It also perused
the affidavits filed by the mi
nistries of Ayush, consumer
affairs and information and
broadcasting. During the he-
aring, the bench questioned
the Centre over an August 29,

2023 letter by Ministry of AY-
ush asking the licensing aut-
horities not to take any ac-
tlon under rule 170 of Drugs
and Cosmetics Rules, 1945.

The bench told Additio-
nal Solicitor General K M
Nataraj that the ministry
shall "forthwith" withdraw
the August 29 iastyear letter.

garding advertisements in
the print media, the bench
said the ministry shall crea-
te a portal within four weeks
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should not act
as'mere tape
recorders': SG

New Delhi: Courts have to
take aparticiPatory role ina
trial and not act as "mere
tape recorders", Supreme
Court said and lamented
that there is "Practically no
effective and meaningfitl
crosscxamination" bY Pub-
Iic prosecutors of anY hos-
tite witness during hearings

..of crilrinal aPPeaIs. The
apexi.na.t said a judge has to

' monitor the Proceedings in
aidof justice and, even if the
prosecutor is remiss or le
thargic in some waYs, the
court should control the Pro'
ceedings effectivelY so that
the truth is arrived at.

Observing that relations
between the Public Prosecu-
tion service and the judici-
ary are the very cornerstone
of the criminal justice sys-

tem, a bench headetl bY

Chief Justice D Y Chandra-
chud said time and again,
the top court has said there
should not be any element of
political consideration in
matters like aPPointment to
post of publicprosecutor etc.

The observations bY the
bench, also comprising jus-

tices J B Pardiwala and Ma-
noj Misra, came in a judg-
ment while uPholding the
conviction and life sentence
awarded to a man for mur-
dering his wife in 1995.

It said the court must be
conscious of serious Pitfalls
and dereliction of duty on
the part of the Prosecuting
agency The bench said a
judge is expected to activelY
partieipate in the trial, and
elicit necessary materials
from the wihresses in the aP-
propriate context which he
feels necessary for reaching
the correct conclusion.

It said any crime commit-
ted against an individual
is a crime against the entire
society and in such circum'
stances, neither the Public
prosecutor nor the Presiding
oflicer of the trial court
can afford to remain
remiss or lackadaisical in
anymanner. m
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stays CBI
state inagainst

scamSSC
Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday did not stay the
Calcutta HC decision to junk
appointment of over 25,000 te-
achers in Bengai but stopped
further probe by CBI into the
recruitment scam as the state
apprehended that the central
agency

JusticeD
Y Chandrachud andjustices J
B PardiwalaandManoj Misra
stood lirm in its prima facie
view about massive irregula-
rities in recruitment of tea-
chers in 2016, as pointed outby
an HC division bench, and
brushed aside spirited argu-
ments f,rom an array of senior
advocates - Rakesh Dwivedi,
Neeraj K Kaul, Dushyant Da-
ve, Mukul Rohatgi, P S Patwa-

a

HC order cancelling the entire
teacher selection process.

Dwivedi and Kaul, egged
on by state counsel Astha
Sharma, argued that one of
the 14 dtections issued by the
HC - "CBI to undertake furt-
her investigations regarding
persons involved in the state
government approving crea-
tion of supernumerary posts
to accommodate illegal appo-

W
htments. If necessary CBI
will undertake custodial in-
terrogation of such persons
involved" - would lead to ar-
rest of allministers as cabinet
had approved the note on crea-
tion of supernumerary posts
on humanitarian grounds for
waiUisted candidates.

"During elections, CBI
will register FIRs and the enti-
re cabixet will go to jail." Dwi-
vedi said. The bench saw me-

and stay-lia and Jaideep Gupta - who rit in this argument
sought a complete stay of the edthis HC direction.
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Process is replete with irregularities:
)Continued from p I
,' 

a-"'hu SC bench of Chief
i JusticeDyChandra-

."i1. chud and Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
posted the SSC matter for
further hearing on May 6.
However. the SC did not in-
terfere with the other 18 di
rections to CBI and minced

plete with irregularities.,,
CJI Chandrachud added,

"Look at the process by
which the whole recruit-
ment was done. Originall5q
NYSA (an agency) was ap-
pointed (for scanning and
evaluating OMR answer
sheets). Then Data Scantach
comes in and the staff selec-
tion commission says it does

ities were found in the
recruitment? Ultimately the
HC direction to CBI is to
probefurther."

This led to the counselfor
the state and axed teachers
to vociferously argue that
those who were recruited
illegally should be segregat-
ed from the non-tainted
candidates.

Appearing for West Ben-
gal staff selection commis-
sion. senior advocate Jai-
deep Gupta sa id the commis-
sion could segregate tainted
and untainted candidates.
For a petitioner before the
HC. senior advocate Manin-
der Singh asked, ',When the
OMR sheets are destroyed
and the mirror image data
from servers are erased, how

wiII it segregate irregular
appointees?"

He said in a number of
judgments, SC had set aside
the entire recruitment proc-
ess when it was impossibleto
segregate irregular appoint-
ments in a tainted recruit-
mentprocess.

The CJI raised the same
question but as the court had
overrun its business hour . it
asked the senior counsel ap-
pearing for Bengai and
teachers to divide among
themselves the issues they
would argue on May 6 for a
structured approach.,,you
have to demonstrate before
the SC how the HC findings
are not based on evidence
and howthey arewrong,,, the
CJI said. 4

no words on the pal-
pable irregularities
in the recruitment.

Dwivedi, appear-
ing for state govt,
said CBIfound 8,000-
odd recruitments to
be imegular and asked how
HC cancelled the recruit-
ment of 25,000-odd teachers

not know how the sec-
ond agencv came in.
The OMR sheets are de-
stroyedbythe SSC. The
mirror images (of
OMR sheets) are not
there on the server any

more. People who are not on

onthisbasis.
"The whole

Thebenchsaid,
process is re-

the panel are recruited. This
is a complete fraud. Why
\ rere supernumerary posts
created even after irregular-

e
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// Suvendu brother case: HC bench sets
aside ex-judge Ganguly's order fining cops

Subrata Ghattorai I rN r.r

Kolkata: Calcutta High Court
on Monday set aside an order
by former HC judge Abhijit
Ganguly who had fined the E g-

ra sub-divisional police officer
Rs 5 lakh for "harassing"
Krishnendu Adhikari, state le-
ader of opposition Suvendu
Adhikari's elder brother

Ganguly joined BJP this
March. He is the party's can-
didate in Tamluk, one of the
Lok Sabha constituencies in
East Midnapore, the Adhika-
ris'home district.

charyya set aside Ganguly's sent to him under Sec-

ved the former HC judge's co-
urt in November 2023, pray-
ing for quashing of the police
notice as oflficers went be-
yond the case and asked him
to attend the session with the
records of 10 years' income-
tax returns.

Ganguly admitted Suven-
du's brother's petition and
passed an order on the same
day imposing Rs 5 lakh as
cost on the Egra SDPO for
"harassment". "This is not-
hing but harassment. The po-
lice force was not created to
harass a cltizen," the former
judgeobserved.

)Oder passed, P 10

order as he had passed it wit- tion 160 of the Criminal pro-
hout giving "appropriate op- ceilure Code till the matter
portunity" to the state to file washeardoutagain.
itsaffidavit.Thebenchobser- Egra gops had sent anoti-
vedthat such a situation was cetotheassemblyopposition
"uncalledfor". Ieader's brother, asking him

Thebenchdirectedthere- to attend a questioning ses-
gistrytolistKrishnendu'spe- sion as a .,witness,' in a case
tition in an appropriate court over poor lighting on the Me-
tobeheard"afresh"afterfive cheda-Digha Byphss in East
weeks in June and stayed the Midnapicrre. Krislinendu mo- z

C

A Calcutta High Court division bench
set aside former iudge Abhijit Ganguly's
order as he had passed.it without giving
"appropriate opportunity" to the state to
frle its affidavit. The bench observed that
such a situation was "uncalled for"
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HG rciects
Koustav affidavit
on MP rcmarh

Kolkata: The Calcutta
HC didn't entertain an af-
fidavit fited by lawyer Ko-
ustav Bagchi urging the
court to take suo motu
cogrizance of remarks
made by a TMC Mp aga-
inst the judiciarll reports
SubrataChattoraj.

A division bench of
Chief Justice TS Sivagna-
nam and Justice Hiran-
m ay BhattacharlT/a inste-
ad asked Bagchi to make
an application that would
be taken up along with two
other applications. The CJ
said: "You file an applica-
tion. Wewillhearit."
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Reserve association
posb for women, orders SG

New Delhi: SC on Thursday directed that at

least one-third of posts in the executive commit- -

tee of Supreme Court Bar Association should be

reservedfor women. The po11s are scheduledthis
month.SC directed that at least three out of nine
seats in the executive committee and two out of
six senior executive members be reserved for
u,omen members of the Bar. rnn
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Can Succession Act be
applied to'non-believer

Muslims'? SC to examine
Dhananjay.Mahapqtra

@timesgroup.corir

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday agreed to exami_

Tfte beneh issued
notice to Union govt
and requested AG
R Venkahramani to
depute a law officer
to assist the court

ne a contentious issue_why
provisions of the secular hr-
dian Succession Act do not
apply to a non-believer Mus-
lim who wants to divide pro-
perty equitably amone his
children by djscarding Mus-
I im Personal (Shariat) Appl i_

cation Act's succession provi-
sion that privileges sons.

As a Muslim woman nar_
rated the pitiable state she
and her fathe4, both non-beli-
evers in Islam, found them-
selves in regarding the divi-
sion of property a bench of
CJI D Y Chandrachud chang-
ed tack from "we can,t give a
declaration that a non-belie-

ver Muslim would be gover_
ned by ISA' and said the peti-
tion had raised an important
issue for adjudication bv the
SC. "How can a secu.lar law
not apply to Muslims?,, the
bench asked and posted the
matter lor further hearing in
the second week of July ihe
bench issued notice to Union
golt and requested attorney
general R Venkataramani to
depute a law officer to assist
the court.

)'l{o authority', p l0
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no authoritywhere non-believer Muslim can go
)Continued from P I

'--r: -:hewoman saidshehada
; brother who was afflict-
.C ed with Down S5,n-

ilrome and she and her father
took care of him.

She said asper Sharlat,the
daughter got only half the
share of what the sons are en-
titled to receive as successors
of their father, which meant

After reading Section 3 of Shariat
law, SG said if the father did not
make a declaration that he is a
Muslim, he could
of Muslim law

rigours

son", thenhis share would

my father can go and say that
he is a non-believer Musiim
and that he would like to give
effect to an equitable succes-
sion through the secular
ISA,"hesaid.

After reading Section 3 of
the Shariat 1aw SC said if fa-
ther does not make declara-
tion that he is Muslim, he
could escape the rigours of
Muslim personal law The

bench looked at Section 58 of
the ISA, which provides that
"testamentary succession to
property of any Muhamma-
dan" will not be covered by
this legislation. The SC real-
iSed that even if a non-believ-
er Muslim attempts to wriggle
out of the succession rights
under Shariat law he would
still find it difficult to bring
himself under ISA umbrellarl

the daughter would get one-
third.

Her counsel argued that if
"something happened to the

go to her or her
to some relative of her father.
"There ls no authority where
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in shelter homes: Govt to SC
Dhananiay.Mahapatra@ti mesgroup.bom

New Delhi: Union govt has lnformed Su-
preme Court18,B07 orphaned, abandoned
and surrendered children are awaiting
adoption ln child care institutions (CCIs)
across India of whom nearly 8,800 have
no visitation from theirparents.

In Nov, SC had asked additional solic-
itor general Aishwarya Bhati to person-
ally ensure compilation of data on chil-
dren lodged in CCIs in everv district.

Centie in its affidavit his told SC that
Tamil . Nadu CCIs housed the Iargest
number of such children at 1,541, fol-
Iowed by J&K (1.035), Maharashtra
(1,007), UP (850), Odisha (809), Rajasthan
(685), and West Bengal (423).

A question before SC, which is at-
tempting to speed up and smoothen the
abysmally slow and complicated adop-
tion process under Central Adoption Re-
source Authority (CARA), is whether
adoptions under the Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act (HAMA) can be
brought under the supervision of CARA,
which at present monitors adoptions un-
der the Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act.

Opposing the suggestion from Piyush
Saxena of NGO 'The Temple of Healing',
Centre said, "HAMA and JJ Act are sepa-
rate legal frameworks governing adop-
tion. While HAM.{ ls a personal taw JJ
Act is a secular and progressive law HA-
MA specifically deals with adoption
within the Hindu community and pro-

\ vides guidelines and procedures for Hin-

Nearly 8,800 children in childcare institutions
across lndia have no visitation from their
parents, the Centre said

du families wishing to adopt.
"While HAMA governs adoption

within the Hindu community JJ Act ap-
plies to all children, irrespective of their
religion or background, who are in need
of care and protection. The Sdoption
process under JJ Act involves stringent
procedures to ensure thebest interests of
the child, including assessment, match-
ing and follow-up procedures conducted
by adoption agencies under the Act."

It said: "Prevalence of open and direct
adoptions under HAMA is indeed com-
mon, especially between known couples,
whether they are relatives or otherwise.
While these adoptions may not require
extensive formalities. they can leadio le-
gaI complications, particularly concern-
ing property rights or succession rights
withinthefamil5z"

Between 2027 and 2024, there were
10,875 adoptions under JJ Act and 19,424
underHAMA. Centresaid. 
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can raise juvenility anytime: HC
Bengaluru: Karnataka HC
has observed that an accused
can raise a plea any time that
he was a minor at the time of
the alleged offence and direct_
ed the Juvenile Justice Board to
consider afresh the case of a
rape-accused teen from Kampli
in Ballari district.

The teen was accused of

sexually assaulting a minor in
his neighbourhood. The case
was registered on a complaint
tiom the girl's grandmother.
Since both the accused and the
survivor were aged about 16
and specific age proof was not
available about the suspect, an
ossification test was conduct_
ed, indicating his age between

16 and 18 at the time.
The case was then trans-

ferred to a special court for
cases under the pocso Act,
2012. T}:,e accused challenged
the move in HC, contending
that he should have been tried
under the Juvenile Justice
Act. On the other hand, prose-
cution argued that the trial

was already at tlestage of ar-
guments: After perusii gmate_
rials on record and several Su-
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highly expensive medicines
for valuable consideration.

A bench of justices Hima
Kohli and Ahsanuddin Ama-
nullah, whi.Ie hearing the
case related to misleading ad-
vertisements by Patanj a1i AY-
urved Ltd, said there are sev-
eral other Fast-Moving Con-

;;,*;;'*,*uootil,**"
"We can't let the public be

taken for a ride," the bench
observed. adding, "If this
(mlsleacling advertisements)

. ishappening,theUnionof In-
dia needs to activate itself
and so do the state licensing

.*

sumer Goods (FMCGs) com- authorities". prr

panies going that way and
Centre has to respond as to )'Expensive meds" P 8
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'q 
.."ou can'tjust shrugyour

\/ shoulders and say I ha-
&" ve conveyed the comp-

iaint to the state authority
and it is for them to do what
they are doing," the bench sa-
id. The bench told the IMAs
counsel that whi le the associ
ation is pointing fingers at
Patanjali. "the other four
fingers are also pointing at
you(IMA)".

."It is not going to be alljust that there are FMCGs.
There is you and your mem-
bers who are prescribing me-
dicines on the strength of re-
commendations made for
which there is valuable consi-
deration from what we under-
stand," the bench said, ad-
ding, "If that is happening,
why should not we turn the

beamonyou?"
The IMIIs counsel said he

would look into this issue.
The bench also sought to

know from the Centre about a
letter issued in August last
year by the Ministry of
Ayush to all the states/
UTs Iicensing authori-
ty and drug controllers
of Ayush. "Youhavesa-
id that in exercise of
powers conferred... all
states UTs Iicensingauthori-
ties are hereby directed not to
initiate/take any action un-
der rule 170 of Drugs and Cos-
metics Rules,1945,,, it said.

It referred to a statement
by a minister of state in parli-
ament that there was ample
ground to protect the consu-
mers and steps have been ta_
ken to tackle advertisements
of Ayush drugs which are

misleading.
"What has weighed with

you to do this that henceforth

alleging a smear campaign
against the Covid vaccina-
tion drive and modern sy-
stems of medicine.

During the hearing on Tu_
esday the top court also took
note of an intervention appli-
cation seeking imposition of
Rs 1,000 crore cost on the IMA
for filing the petition.

"I have nothing to do with
it. I have no irlea," senior ad-
vocate Mukul Rohatgi, appea-
ring for Yoga guru Ramdev
and his aide Balkrishna, toid
the bench.

"We are very curious at
the timing of the applica-
tion." rhe bench said. adding
that it wouid take up the app-
lication when the applicanl is
present before the court.

The bench has posted the
matter for further hearing on
April30. err

rule 170
fect to?"

wiII not be given ef-
the bench asked, ad-

"Can you do that? Is it
not arbitrary and co-
lourable exercise?,,.

It also asked the
Centre what compla-
ints they have recei-
ved against other
FMCG firms and ac-

tion they have acted taken on
them.

During the hearing, Justi
ce Amanullah observed, .,I

wili not take the name of the
channel. It was flashing the
news that this is what is done
in the court today and on the
side, the advertisement was
coming. Whatirony!"

The apex court is hearing
apleafiled in2022 bythe IMA
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for women is a
constitutional
mandate: SG

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday said two-
year childcare leave, apart
from mandatory maternity
leave of 180 days, tbr a wo-
man employee is.a constitu-
tionai mandate and denial
of such leave is akin to as-
king her to quit herjob, re-
ports Dhananjay Maha-
patra. This strong remark
came from a bench of CJI D
Y Chandrachud and Justice
J B Pardiwala when petitio-
ner Shalini Dharmani, an
assistantprofessor in a govt
Himachal college. complai-
nedthat she has a child with
rare genetic disorder that
requires multiple surgeries
and constant care.

Dharmanitoldthecourt
that she has exhausted her
ieaves and that the Hp govt
had refused to grant her
childcare Ieave.

)Participation a right, p 8
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SC: Participation
ofwomenin

workforce a right
)Continued fum Pl

halini Dharmani
. through her counsel

PraAati Neekhra. told
the court that she had ex-

haustedherleaves andthat
HP govt had refused to
srant her childcare Ieave
isthe state service rules do

not have a Provision akin
to Section 43-C of the Cen-

tral Civil Service (Leave)

Rules, which in 2010 wa$

modified to allow women
emplovees to take child-

"r.L 
leave of 730 daYs till

their disabled children at-

tair. 22 Years of age, and
women with normal chil-
dren can avail of till the
kids reach 18 Years of age'

Taking excePtion to the
absence of such a rule in
Himachal, the CJI-led
bench said, "ParticiPation
of women in the workforce
is not a Privilege but a con-

stitutional mandate'
Chiidcare leave subserves
an imPortant constitution-
al obiective to make wom-
en a Part of the workforce'
Otherwise. mothers wi il be

Ieft with no oPtion but to
ouir theirjobs to look after
fheir children in critical

Childcare leave subserves an

important constitutional
obiective to make
part of workforce,

women a
said the sc

constitute a high-leve1
committee chaired bY the
chief secretarY and com-
prising secretaries of so-

cial welfare and women
and child welfare dePart-
ments to reconsider the en-

tire issue of childcare
leave to women emPloYees'

It asked the committee
to engage with Union min-
istries concerned andfile a

reDort. recommending ap-
prbpriate PoiicY decision
on inserting childcare
Leave for women in the
state service rules, before
the court bY JulY 31. In the
meantime, the court asked
HP govt to consider grant-
ing her extraordinary
leave to attend to her son,
who suffers flom a rare ge-

netic disorder, osteogene-
sis imperfecta (brittle bone
disease).
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clears 3 men of charges under MCOGA

New Delhi: A court has acquitted three ac-
cused of charges under the stringent Ma-
harashtra Control of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), stating that Delhi police had er-
roneously concluded that the they had
comm itted an organ ised crime.

The court df additional sessionsjudge
Pulastya Pramachala observed that the
confession statements of the accused,

which were admissible as evidence under
MCOCA, did not help cure the defect in
the prosecution's case orprove the charges
againstthem. The courtr,vashearingacase
against Satender alias Baba, Ajeet and Ra-
hul. r,r ho wereaccused ol runningan orga-
nised crime syndicate, including collec-
ting intelligence, conveying threats and
using violence. rrru
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Plea on dog ban

order quashed

Kolkata: The Calcutta High
Court on MondaY dismissed a
petition challenging a central
notification banning the im-
port, sale, and breeding of dog
breeils, lnctuding PitbuII,
Rottweiler, Terrier, Mastiffs,
and their crossbreeds, which
are generallY considered
dangerous.

The Centre told Justice Sa-

byasachi Bhattacharyya that
it has alreadY rolted back its
notification and based on a

Delhi HC order, is seeking
fresh stakeholder consulta-
tions before issuing fresh or-
ders. Justice BhattacharYYa
said in light of the Centre's
submissions, the Petition has
become infructuous.

Reacting to the HC order,
PETA India in a statement
supported the ban, clting the-
se breeds'use in illegal dog-
fighting. n'rr.r "/a
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0n SG prodding, 2kof 4,7k-
M P/nn lA cases setiled in,2l

Dhananiay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

. New Delhi: Supreme Court,s
constant monitoring of pro-
gress in criminat case trials
against MPs and MLAs has. shown encowaging results

" with designated courts giving
. judgments in 2,018 of 4,697

pending cases last year alone.
This reverses the trend of

the past, when cases against
. former and sitting legislators

took years to be decided bv
trial courts, allowing elected
representatives to continue
their political careers un-
mindful of the threat of dis-
qualification under Represen-
tation of the People Act upon
conviction in a corruption
case or conviction and sen_
tence of imprisonment for two
ormoreyears.

SC in 2018 had quashed
Section 8(4) of Rp Act that al-
Iowed convicted legislators,
who were sentenced to more
than two years, to retain their

As of Jan 1,

courts
decided of the

seat in the House if they filed
an appeal against conviction
in a higher forum within 90
days of the judgment. At pre-
sent, disqualification is auto-
matic on conviction and the
MP/MLA can get back his
seat in the House only if a
higher forum stays the con-
viction and sentence.

Compiling data with assist-
ance from advocate Sneha Kali
ta on pending cases agaiast for-
mer and sitting Mps and
MLAs, amicus curiae and se-
nior advocate Vijay Hansaria
in his 20th report in the pet-
ition by Ashwini Upadhyay
told SC that for Lok Sabha elec-
tions 2024 Phase-I and phase-Il,
out of 2.810 candidates (phase-J
-1,618, and Phase-[I - 1,192), S01
(l8oo) cardidates have crimi.

> Delhi courts achieved
almost 10070 disposal of
criminal cases against

legislators last year

nal cases against them, out of
which 327 (120/0) are serious in
natwe (punishable with im-
prisonment of five years and
more).

Hansaria detailed the en-
couragingtrend in disposal of
criminal cases against legis-
Iators. Of the 4,69T cases pend-
ing as on Jan l, 2028, trial
courts had decided 2,018 cases
(43%). Howeve4 another 1,746
cases were added against leg-
islators last year, taking the
pendency to 4,422.

Uttar Pradesh had the high-
est number of criminal cases
against sitting and former Mps
and MLAs at 1,900, of which it
disposed of 766 cases (59%).
Howeve4 as many as 610 fresh
cases against legislators found
their way to the designated

courts in the state, taking the
pendency to 1,146 cases, the
highest pendency of such
cases in states.

Interestingl5l DeIhi courts
achieved almost 100% dispos-
al of such cases last yearby de-
ciding 103 of 105 pending
cases. However, another 108
were added to the taliy taking
the pendency to 110. But the
disposalrate of cases last year
against Iegislators remained
abysmal in Haryana (10 % ; five
out of 4B), Himachal pradesh
(11%; eight of 72), J&K (zero
out of 13), Odisha (129lo; 56 of
440), Telangana (18%; four of
22), a\d Bihar (329i,; 171 of
525).

Number of criminal cases
pending trial against sitting
and former MPs/MLAs in Up
was 1,144, Bihar483, Maharash-
tra 424, Odisha 42B,KeralaBB4,
Madhya Pradesh 821, Tamil Na-
du and Karnataka 242 each,
and Jharkhand 151.

Though triais have been ex-
pedited because of SC monitor-
hg, the amicus curiae said
criminal cases against legisla-
tors did not reach the trial
stage as investigation was slow
in many cases. Hansaria in his
report iaformed the court
about a Punjab and Haryana
HC order expressing dismay al
the pace of investigation intr
such cases.

L,746 Cases
Added Last Yr,

Pendency Rises

To 4.5K

ll0/0/o DISPUiAL RArE

\

I1{
&" 18% (501) of 2.810
F eafididatesin'

Phase-l and Phase-
ll have criminal

of criminal cases
against MPs and
MLAs, of which it

of 756
cases against them, with l2yo
of these serious in nature

cases

disposal rates for criminal: UP had the highest number cases against legislators

4,697 pending cases against
former and sitting legislators

y Haryana, HP, J&K, Odisha,
Telangana, and Bihar had low
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AMatter OfTkust
SC's varied verdicts on state acquisition of pvt properfies
have been confusing. And people are suspicious ol govts

fuo

\ Jine-judge benches in the Supreme Court are infrequent. But
| \l when they are formed and reach a decision, it should settleI \ substantive questions of law. According to the Nationat Judicial

Data Grid, there are 136 pendihg cases (main and connected matters)
for nine-judge benches. One such bench began its work this week to. setUe an issue that's been a cause of confusion for over four decades.

Not always in harmony I This case gives a sense of how the' intersection of laws and judicial interpretation doesn,t always. lead to clarity It sometimes leads to questions over the efficacy of
" constitutionbenches.
. The origin goes back to 1977 when a seven-judge bench, inter-

preting Article 39(b), in a 4:B decision concluded that privately
owned resources did not fail within the scope of material resources

. of a community In 1983, a five-judge benc[ relied on the minority
opinion to interpret some laws. This was upheld by a nine-judge
bench in 1997. Howeve4 in 2002, another bench wanted. these

inconsistent verdicts resolved. Over two
decades lateq SC has got down to it.

Current case I Maharashtra in 1986
passed a law that allowed a state body to
acquire certain properties for restoration
lf 70o/o of owners consented. This law
stated that it aimed to fulfil the principles
advocated by the Constitution's Article
39(b). A body representing property owners
challenged it, but there was no result.

hr 2019, this law was arnended again to make time-bound redevelop-
ment mandatory failing which the state could take overthe property

Eminent domain I SC's bench will resolve accumulated
inconsistencies, but there's a largerpublicpolicy issue at stake Jhe-
re. Every economically successful countryhas used the doctrine of
eminent domain. It means the state can acquire private property
to serve public interests. That's been the prerequisite for trans-
formational infra development. The key however is that there has to
be trust in the claim that forcible acquisition of private property is
for a public purpose.

Trust, missing element I Property owners in Maharashtra who
are litigating believe the law's real intent is to help real estate firms.
Similar distrust among farmers has also stailed adjustments in
India's land acquisition le gislation.

SC's inconsistency across benches has created avoidable delays.
It should end this time. But questions about efficacy will remain
because if people lack trust in a law's intent, the answer lies in the
governance system.

t7 ,--

Page 202 of 373



TVrt 'Irmbs c( T;'trA
At$-tr %, u."1",

n,vtliu

Td SC mullswhetherg-f benitr
Gan put Art 31 validity to test

Dhananily.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Suprerne Court on
Wednesday witnessed an en-
grossing debate over the exist-

n ingarchitectureof Article3lC,
added to the Constitution in
19fl to shield legislations fur-
thering objectives of Articte

' 39(b)&39(c)inDirectivePrinci-
. ples of State Policy from court

scrutiny for alleged violation
of fundamental rights under
Articles 14 (equality) and 19
tfreedoms;.

A nine-judge bench of
Chief Justice D Y Chandra-
chud and Justices Hrishikesh
Roy B V Nagarathna, S Dhulia,
JB Pardiwala, Manoj Misra, R
Bindal,SCSharmaandAG
Masih, which had on Tuesday
categorically said that it would
not go into the controversy re-
iating to Article 31C, changed
tack and asked, "Is it not desir-
able that Article 31C's validity
is put to rest by an authorita-
tive pronouncement from the
nine-judgebench?"

SC, which had on Tuesday categorically
versy, said the 1980 Minerva Mills order

said it would not go into the contro-
had icreated a conundrum'

stood prior to its amendment by
Section 4 of the Constitution
(r12nd Amendment) Act, 1976, is
valid to the extent to which its
constitutionality was upheld in
Kesavananda Bharati. Article
31C, as it stood prior to the Con-
stitution (42nd Amendment)
Act does not damage any of the
basic or essential features of
the Constitution or its basic
structu-re".

The bench ask6d whether
Minerva Mills made any provi-
sion for revival of Article 31C
after it struck down the entire
amended version. Mehta cited
the National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission Act that
had replaced the court-crafted
collegium system for selection
of constitutional cowt judges.
He said when the SC struck
down NJAC Act, it had ruled
that the collegium system au-
tomatically revived. He argued
that striking down the amend-
ed portion of Article 31C would
revive the provision as it exist-
ed prior to the 1976 amend-
ment. Attorney general R Ven-
kataramani and senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi said once
the validity of the provision
was upheld by a 1S-judge
bench, it would not lie within
the domain of a nine-judge
bench to go into it again. . t

Article Shields
39(b) & (c) Laws
From Legal Eye

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta said the seven-judge
bench in its Feb 2002 order re-
ferring interpretation of Arti-
cte 3(b) to a nine-judge bench
had consciously omitted Arti
cle 31C from the ambit of con-
sideration as the 13-judge bench
in Kesavananda Bharati case in
1973 had upheld the validity of
its core principle. What the
Bharati judgment invalidated
was the part that barred courts
from even scrutinising wheth-
er the legislations had any nex-
us with the objective of Articie
39(b) to enjoy the shield.

Smarting under the 'basic
structure doctrine' ruling in
Bharati case that circum-
scribed Pariiament's power un-
der Article 368 to amend the
Constitution, Indira Gandhi
govt in Dec 1976. through the in-

famous 42nd constitutional
amendment, expanded Article
31C's ambit by whichno legisla-
tion furthering any of the goals
enshrined in the entire Direc-
tive Principles chapter Could be
challenged in court.

SC in Minerva Mills case in
1980 struck down the amend-
ments as violative of the'basic
structure doctrine' but creat-
ed an ambiguity as to whether
Article 31C was struck down in
its entirety or only that part
which was inserted in 1976.
CJI Chandrachud referred to
this and said, "Minerva Mills
created a conundrum regard-
ingArticle3lC."

Mehtastuckto his guns and
said within months of Minerva
Mills judgment, the SC in Wa-
man Rao case ruled that "Arti-
cle 31C of the Constitution, as it$\
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'Art3g(b) not a vehicle to take
o\er community resources: cII

C 
-'lJIDyChandrachud

fr said: .,Community 
re_

\" -l sources will surely in_
clude resources which the
present generation holds in
trust based on inter_genera_
tionalequity"

He said there were two
extreme views on this: ,,The
Marxist socialist view is
everfihing belongs to the
state and the communitv
The capitalist view puts im-portance on individual
rights. And there is the
Gandhian view of holding
resources in trust for pro_
tecting inter-generational
equity" Speaking for the
bench, the CJI indicared
community propertv would
include natural res-ources,
exploitation of which is go_
verned by the SC_defined

Gontinued frcm p t sustainable .development
norms, as these are held in
trust by the present commu_
nity for future generations.
Howeve4 he caveated it bv
saying forests, lakes and mi-
nes,-eir'en if held privately
would constitute communi_
ty resources, benefits ari_
singfrom which for the gre-
ater common good could not
be stultified invbkine indi-
vidual rights.

"We cannot say Article
39(b) has no application to
privately held properties
Iike waten forests and mi_
nes. But it should not be ta_
ken to the level of taking so_
meone's personal property
for d istribution, " he ad-ded.

Senior advocate Uttara
Babar argued that Article
39(b) talked only about ,.dis-
tribution" of community
resources for greater com_

mon good and not how these
are to be acquired, for which
there are separate legislati
ve and executive measures
to be taken by thi: state.

The bench agreed that
Article 39(b) was not a vehi-
cle for acquisition of com_

Tulity resources but only
furthered a goal envisaeed
by the Constitution framers
and said, "This is an impor_
tant point whieh the SC
must deal with.,' Advocate T
Srinivasa Murthy said Arti
cle 39(b) could not be viewed
from the acquisition of re-
sources point of view If the
govt wants to acquiie a hou-
sing project to provide hou.
ses to thepoo4 it would have
to first acquire the project
alter paying fair compensa_
tion to the existing owners,
hesaid.

"It is not really necessa-

ry for the state to specifical-
Iy call for the aid of Article
39(b) and make a declara-
tion to that effect to get the
protection under Article
31C as the power to acquire
tbr a public purpose upon
payment of a reasonable
compensation is inbuilt in
the existing law,, he said.

"Thethemeof socialand
economic justice running
through Articles BB and 89
of-DPSP is aimed atmaking
all citizens active partici,
pants in the nation,s econo-
my whi_le at the same time
maintaining their dignity
These Articles are aiira-
tional rather than seeking
to make mere applicants
and beneficiaries of citi_
zens. It is equality of status,
facilities and opportunities
that is the focus, not equali-
ty of resuJt," Murthy said.
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Surrcndering
for relief to

Lawyers Question orissa Hc Order To commute Sentence

beforcgodagrcund"
death rcwconvict?

DhananiaY.Mahapatra
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Can offering of
namaz many times a day bY a

SGvear-old condemned Pris-
oner. convicted of raping and

murdering a six-Year-old girl,

be one of the grounds for com-

mutation of his death sen-

tence to life imPrisonment?
. This question was thrown bY- 

lawveisatarecentOrissaHC
judgment which cited- "he is
offering Prayer to god many

' times in a daY and he is readY

to accePt the Punishment as

he has surrendered before' god" as a ground to conclude
that the case be not categor-

ised as'rarest of rare' one,

, *hi.h alone attracts caPital
nunishment.

A division bench of Justic-
es SKSahoo andRKPattanaik
uoheld the trial court's order

conv icting Shaikh Asif AIi for
rape antl murder of the child

There is no cogent evidence that

the apPellant is beyond reform

and rehabilitation' the HC sai

tion of the death sentence to

Iife imprisonment. It said'
"He is a family man and hav-

ing an old mother aged about
ffi"veurt and two unmarried
sisiers and he was the sole

bread earner of his family
and working as a colour mis-

tri in Mumbai and the finan-
cial condition of the family is
not sood."

'iHis character and con-

ductwas goodinschoolandhe
passed matriculation in the
-vear 

2010. He couldnot contin-
Le his higher studies due to fi
nancial Problems in the fam-
ilv. He was a good cricket and

football Player during his
teenaqe Years. Even though
he isln judicial custodY for
about ten Years, rePorts sub-

mitted bY jail suPerintendent
and the Psvchiatrist indicate
that his conduct and beha-

viour inside Prison is normal,
his behaviour towards co-

prisoners as well as staff is

cordial and he is maintaining
every discipline of thejail ad-

ministration."
"Neither there is anY ad-

verse report against him dur-
ing the entire Period of con- :

ii-tiement nor he has commit- i

ted anY Prison offence' He is i

offering Prayer to god manY :

timesinadayandheisready i

to accePt the Punishment as

he has surrendered before
god," saidJustice Sahoo, who

authoredthe judgment'
"There is no cogent evi-

dence thatthe aPPellant is be-

vond reform and rehabilita-
iion. Considering the entire
facts and circumstances, the
aggravating circumstances
and mitigating circumstanc-
es. it cannot be said that caPi-

tal punishment is the onIY oP-

tion fortheappellant andt hat
the ootion of imPrisonment
for life wili not suffice and is

wholly disProPortionate,"
the HC said. 

*)

d

and 302/376 of IPC as also sec-

tion 6 of Pocso Act. However, it
ordered that the convict, who
was 26-vears-old at the time of
crime in 2014. will be kePt in
iail till his death. lt asked the

irrr. gout to PaY Rs l0 lakh to
the victim's Parents.

Apart from the dailY offer-
ine oi namaz and surrender-
inE to god ior Punishment' the
trenchlisted out several other
grounds to justify commuta-

I
j

I
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Drugs Disorder
SC unsw ay e d by't l khsndgovt's action on P atani ali

ads. Why didregulator need court orders to act?'

cure or therapy is banned.
The case I SC has been hearing Indian

Medical Association's (IMA) writ petition
a gainst Patanjali's misleading ads, including
its claim to have completely cured diabetes
and asthma through medicine and yoga.
Given Patanjali's dual business as a pharma
companyandFMCG IMAspetitionfocused on
drugs, under the Drugs and Magic Remediesmisleading ads of its

Act, 1954. Given the case's gravrtY and a defiant Patanjali, SC

strongly criticised Patanjali for persisting in publishing deceptive
claims and ads against modern medical systems, warning it in Nov
2023 of a fine of <lcr if Ramdev and his company persisted.

The upshot I Uttarakhand's licensing authority told SC that in
mid-April it had suspended Patanjali's licences to manufacture
14 drugs, under RuIe 159(1) of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1945.

SC remains unimpressed, as it should. State licensing bodies are
drug inspectors of Indian medicine' The Uttarakhand body has

. . failed the pubtic it serves in not acting against Patanjali at the first
appearance of an ad that's banned in law

IAI;1NlA.Lt
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Promotion not anght, no
I

fsco
o

critena stated in Co ution
' Legi sl ature' Executive Free To Decide Norm s Depending 0n Post'

nstit
Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgrouP.com

vears through various deci-

li*i "f 
this court & HCs

whilst dealing with matters
ni promotion Pertainjng to

diffbrent statutes and ser-

il"".o"aitio"s." bench sa id'
'^"it- *ut quick to clarify

New Delhi: SuPreme Court

ilas said that the Constilu-
iilnli sirent on criteria flor

".r"ii.g Promotion to govt

!"irr"tt ind ruled that the

lesislature and executtve

,tI" ft." to decide the norms
lor Promotion keePing tn

view the nature' functtons
and requiremenls of a Pro-

that the above two Parame-
ters are not mandatorY srnce

these are not backed bY I'aw

enacted bY legislature'
tfr"i" u.. Pioducts of judi-

"i^i-1nt"tP..tation' 
wh ich

""oj".a 
wirile dealing with

d.ifferent tYPes of Promotton
*"'i"*1lif:i 

cJr D Y Chan-

aracf,uO and Justices -J 
B

Pardiwala and Manoi iulsra
iri-u i""""t iutlgment said'
lin-rnoia, nb govt servant
can claim Promotion as thetr

rieht because Constitutlon
,l,i.t not Prescribe crlterla
for filling seats in P,romo

tional Posts. The legislature
niirr" 

"*".utive 
maY decide

rhe method for filling vacan-

.l"t t" Promotional ^Posts
trased on the nalure ot .em-
nlovmenl and the functtons
itrai rrre canoioate w.ill be ex-

oectedto discharge'' Ir said the judiciarY can-

"oitit 
in review to decide

*"rr"if,.. 
^ 

PoiicY adoPted for

otomotioo is aPt for seiec-

ii-ttg itt" 'u"tt tand idates" ex-

cept on the limited ground

where such a PoIicY. aP-

neared to vioiale the Prtnct-
'oi" - 

or 
"quui 

opportunity'
lrarrnt""A under Article 16

;ilil Constitution' while
deciding disPutes over selec-

tionof district judges in Uul-

arat, the bench said the Prln-
cinle of senioritY as a Param-

eter ol selection for Promo-
iiJn a..ir"a from the belief

ii',ri.o*P"r""ce is related to

""plii""i" 
und that itlimits

scoDe o favounttsm'
Writing the judgment'

.I".ii." 
"Pardiwala said'

:i"h;;; is alwaYs an addi-

tional assumpt ion t hat l.on g-

serving emPtoYees nave

clemonstrated loyalty to the***ioring 
otganisation and

so io are enl itled 1o rectProc-

ai treatment." He said over

itr" r.u.., SC has consistent-
lv ruled that where Promo-

iio. it uut"o on the PrinciPIe
oi'merit-cum-senioritY' a

I.""r". emPhasis is Placed
B" merit. SimilarlY' in the
principle of 'senioritY-cum-

I',".ir. u gr"^ter emPhasis is

seniority' or'senioritY-cum-

-"iir' i." not statutorily
defined bv legislature'l'hese
i.i".ipr."t 

-u'" judicial

connotations that nave

;;;i;A over a Period of

oolicies, SC said'
"--:'irr. principle of 'merit-

cum-sen iority' and'senlort-
IJ.um-m"titt are a flexible
u.ra u noia concept akin to

broad PrinciPles wltnln
which the actual Promotron
."ii., rnuv be formulated'
Th"Y ut" not strict rules or

reouirements and bY no

-"=u"i .un suPPlant or take

t-ir" ot^". of statutory rules

oip6ticies ttrat have been for-

*ulut"d, if anY These Prtn-
cioles are dYnamic jn nature
velrv much like a sPectrum

,nd itt"" aPPlication and

u*iit a"P.nds uPon the

rules, the PolicY' the nature
ni ttre Post 

-ana 
reQui rements-

ofservice."sCstated',

said that'there is

to emPloying

emploYees have shown

to reciProcal treatment'

Iaid on seniority.
"The terms 'merit-cum-
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5C [o states: Meet on]une 5

to resolve Del water crisis
DhananiaY.llahaPatra

@timesgrouP.com

NewDelhi: Resolution of the
water crisis in the Parched
national caPital wiil begin a
day after the country elects a

new qovt as the SuPreme Co-

urton Monday orderedUPPer
Yamuna River Board (UYRB)

comPrising all stakeholder
states to meet on June 5

to address Delhi govt's dis-

tress demand for additional
water suPPIY

While the BJP govt of Ha-
rvana maintained "there is

nt shortage of agreed suPPlY

of water from it to National
Capital TerritorY of Delhi"'
the Congress govt of Hima-
chal Pradesh volunteered to

: suPPlYexcesswateravailable
with it to Delhi through carrt-

i er canals inHarYana' Delhi's
soverning Party AAP and

. botret"ttu.ePartof thelNDI
nlliance for Lok Sabha PoJls'

ApPearing for NCT Delhi' se-

:{rior aclvocate A M S inghvi sa-

..\... .

Solicitor general
Tlrshar Mehta said if
the Delhi govt
tightened its belt
and plugged a
whopping 52% loss
in distlibution of
supplied water'
therewould be
no crisis

ursent meeting of UYRB
coirprising member of Cen-

tral Water Commrssron as

chairman, and one nominee
eacir of UP, Uttarakhand, Ha-

rvana, Rajasthan and Hima-
cLaI. It diiected conveningof
the meeting on June 5 and so-

ueht a status rePort of the
s;Ds taken to resolve the wa-

ter crisis bY June 6, the next

date of hearing on the Peti-

id HP's offer to Provide sur-
olus water is not onlY gracio-

us but reflective of cooPerati-
vefederalism.

Soticitor general Tushar
Mehta saitl if the Delhi govt

tishtened its belt and Plugged
a ivhoPPing Szoo loss in distri-
bution of suPPlied water, the-

re would be no crisis. A vaca-

tion bench of Justices Pras-

hant K Mishra and K V Viswa-
nathan asked solicitor
seneral Tushar Mehta. who

ippeared for Un ion a.nd HarY-

an'a gort. lor convening of an

tionfiledbYDelhi govt'
Mehta saitl the issue is

already under consideration
of UYRB and Himachal Pra-
desh has been asked to find
outthe surPlus water availab-
lewithit.

The Arvind Kejriwal govt

had moved SC seeking a di-
rection to HarYana for "im-
mediate and continuous rele-

ase of water at Wazirabad
bu.tugu, inclucling but not Ii-
mited to the full surPlus wa-

ter provided bY Himacbal
Pradesh for NCT Delhi" for
mitigation of water crisis in
thenational caPital. , i' a//----'1.
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New Delhi: In the era of deepfakes, pho-
tographs placed by a spouse alleging adul-
tery by the other partner would have to be
proved by way of evidence, Delhi High Co-
urt has said. The court's observation
came while dealing with a man's conten-
tion that his estranged wife was living in
adultery

The HC dismissed the appeal of the
husband challenging a family court's or-
der directing him to pay Rs 75,000 mainte-
nance to hls wife and minor daughter.

As the counsel for the
husband drew the court's
attention to certain pho-
tographs of his wife, a
bench of justices Rajiv
Shakdher andAmitBansal
said: "It is not clear as to

whether the respondent/ wife is the per-
son in the photographs, as alluded to by
the counselfor the appellant/ husband."

"We mav take judicial notice of the fact
that we are living in the era of deepfakes
and, therefore, this is anaspectthatthe ap-
pellant/ husband, perhaps, would have to
prove by way of evidence before the famiiy
court," the HC said.

Deepfake technology allows for the
creation of reaiistic videos, audio recor-
dings and images that can manipulate and
mislead viewers by superimposing the
likeness of one person onto another, alte-

are real: Hc
'We may take iudicial notice of
the fact that we arc living in
the era of deepfakes and,

aspect
husband,

perhaps, would have to Prove
by way of evidence befote the
family court', the HC said

thercforc, this is an
that the appellanV

ring their words and actions, thereby pre-
senting a false narrative or spreading mi
sinformation.

Asked by the bench whether this aver-
ment of adultery found mention in the
husband's reply to the wife's plea under
the Hlndu Marriage Act, the man's coun-
sel conceded that there was no mention of
this aspect in the reply

The bench noted that since the petition
instituted by the husband for divorce is
pend ing adjud ication. if this issue is pres-
sed, the court may give opportunity to the
parties to place their evidence on record
in support of thei r respective cases.

"Notably this aspect, which is vehe-
mentlypressedbefore us, almost as a mea-
sure of desperation to wriggle out of the
obligation cast in the lmpugned judg-
ment, finds no mention in the impugned
judgment (of family court)," the high co-
urt said. prr
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Bombay HC allows'06 train
convict to appear for LLB exam

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: In a rare arrange-
ment permitted on MondaY
by Bombay High Court, a

Mumbai July 11. 2006. train
blastconvi"ct Mohammed
Sajid Ansari -. who is serv-
ing a life sentence in the high-
security Nashik central pris-
on, can appear for the 2nd Se-
mester LLB exam on June 12,

2024. A speclal invigilator aP-
pointed by Mumba i Universi-
ty will be present at the Prison
premises. Noting the extraor-
dinary nature of the proce-
dure being adopted to enable
the convlct, incarcerated for
17 years, to take his Family
Law-I exam on Wednesday a

division bench
of Justices
Bharati
Dangre and
Manjusha
Deshpande
placed the mat-

ter for further directions on
July 1. This is to consider the
Prison authority's suggesti
on to involve the Bar Council
of India (BCI) in working out
a long lasting mechanism so
that prisoners keen to study
don't have to knock on the
court's doors each time and
may be permittedto appear in
the prisonpremises itself.

Ansari's senior counsel,
Mihir Desai, sought parity
with a co-accused lodged in
Nagpur central prison who

had been aliowed to appear
for the third-year law exam.

On May 10, the counsel for
the University of Mumbai, to
consider whether Ansari
could appear for the exam on-
line after senior counsel for
theAntiTerrorism Squadop-
posed his physical visit to a
college citing concerns, as he
said he was a high-risk blast
case convict.

Rodrigues informed HC
that a committee appointed
by the MU deputed an invigi-
lator to the prison. The ques-
tion paper would be emailed
to the jail superintendent 15

minutes before the exam , and
the exam willbegin under the
supervision of the invigila-
tor with additional security .
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HC: fut 21lets adults go

anywhere, with anyone
Prayagraj: Quashing an FI(
for kidnapping, AllahabHd
High Court said that no one
could restrain an adult from
going anYwhere they like'
itaying with a Person of
their choice, or solemnising
marriage according to their
will or wish, as this was a

right which flows from Arti
cle 21 of the Constitution,
which provitles Protection of
iife anil Personal liberty re-
ports Raiesh Kumar Pan-
dey.

Making this observation
last week, a division bench
comprising iustices JJ Mu-
nir and Arun Kumar Singh
Deshwal criticised a judicial
magistrate for sending an
adult woman from Siddarth-

nagar, the first Petitioner in
the case. to her uncle's home.

The unc1e, who is third re-
spondent, had lodged an FIR
against her husband, who is
second Petitioner in thls
case. The woman had said
she feared for her life if sent
to her uncle's or Parent's
home.

The court added that the
judicial magistrate was dutY
bound to get an FTR regis-
tered against the uncle. Em-
phasising that 'honour kili-
ing' in such matters is "not
an unknown Phenomenon",
the court added that Sidd-
harthnagar SP and SHO
were equallY answerable for
not taking action against the
woman'suncle.
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'State policy encourages encroachments': Hc

iunks Mahagovtbidto take over church land

lL"

Feb2022saying theCEOwasin redevelopment was not

ahurryto acquirethe landul- barred by law. "To our mind,

pr0p0ses der the Slum Act and its com- it is also unconscionable that

sq m land Posite development scheme an gwner of the land repeat-
the doors of

Rosy sequeira@ti mesg rou P.com

Mumbai: UPholding the right
of a landowner to redeveloP-

i ment, Bombay HC has struck
i do*n the state SIum Rehabil-

that has 35 structures, 7 bldgs for the entlre land was being edty knocking
the SRA, that it intends to un-

> Church rector files aPPeal. igrrored. In March 2022, the

i itation AuthoritY's ProPosed
CEO rejected the trustee's ob- dertake redeveloPment is

acquisition of a Portion of jection shown the exit door, bY issu-

lantl belonging to Mount Mary Thejudges said the record ing a notice under... the Slum

Church, Bandra (Si) to reha- Rector moves HC, saYs their
is replete with material to Act,"theyadded.

bilitate slum dwellers. S/hiie composite devpt scheme ignored
show the trustee had ex- The judges directed that af'

pressed willingrtess toredevel- ter the trustee submits a rede-
doing so, it rappetl the state

HC says proposed acquisition op the land and rehabilitate veloPment proposal within B
gol,t for recoglrising the

'unwarranted' and the'hurriedlY the slum-dwellers as part of weeks, SRA shall consider it
right of slum-dwellers to re-

taken' SRA decision is'illegal' composite development. Se- within 6 weeks "so develop-
hibititation over the right ax- ment of slums onthe Petition-i to propertY, and said the owner of the land." They said nior advocate MilindSathe

state policY eneourages en- SRAs approach of "foisting gued that the trustee as lan- er's land can be carried out as

croachments, compulsory landacquisition" downer has preferential right, exPeditiouslYasPossible."

"The SIum Rehabilitation amountedto a complete nega- settled bY law to redevelop ttre The judges said, "once a

Authority is directed to recog- tion of the right (to Property) iand. Thejudges said the case Private land is declared a slum,

nise the preferential rights of under Article 300^4' and held is a "giaring examPle" of how strangelY the encroachment

the petitioner to undertake re- the state policY asonethat"en- a120-daY restriction could not onitgetsconverted intoalegit-

development of its land," said couraged" encroachments.Of be applied as the land was de- imate right of a free tenement

: Justices Girish Kulkarni and thechurch-owned10,729sqm, clared a slum amid the Pan- to the encroacher under gor,'t's

iitendra Jain in WednesdaY's SRA proposed acquisition of demic. slumpoiicy"

verdlct on a Petitlon bY BlshoP 1.596 sq m on which stand 35 They said considering Su- "State Policy...has en

John Rodrigues, sole trustee structures (whlch now com- preme Court's orders extend- couraged encroachment-

and rector, Basilica of Our La- prise the Shri Kadeshwari ing ljmitation during the Pan s... and in fact has resulted in

dyof theMount. CHS (proposed) and 7 build- demic "it is quite astonishing" large govt lands being si-

The judge held as "illegal In Dec 2020, SRA de- howtheSRACEOissuedano- phoned out from the 'State
ings

ticeandfurtherreckonedona Pool' and equally private
and invalid" SRA CEO Satish clared it a slum rehabilita
Lokhande's March 2022 order tion area. While the trustee's 120-day limitation. "In our lands being completelY lostto

ecting the trustee's objec- aPPeaI was pending before oPinion, the acquisition. .is its owners,' 'they added. The

tlon to the ProPosed land ac- the APex Gri.evance Redres- totallyunwarranted. Thedeci judges said rights of rehabll-

quisition. They said i.t was not sa1 Committee, the CEO i.s- sionof theSRAwashurriedly itation of slum dwellers un-

open to the CEO to refuse to sued a public notice inviting taken, hence, is patently ille- der State policY cannot have
recognition over and above

While it's pending,SRA CEO

issues public notice inviting
objections to acguisition

objections to the acquisition
of land.

gal," they added.
The judges said the trust-grant the Petitioner "an oPPor-

t un itv to undertake redeveioP-
menL' in the "legal capacity as

//,,
The trustee moved HC in ee's proposal for composite
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Surcshkumar.K
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Chennai: Transgender
people should be treated
as a special category, irre-
spective of caste, and ex-
tended requisite benefits
in education and employ-
ment, Madras court

ing the Tamil
govt to direct all
recruiting agencies
to make and notify
this change.

"The age relaxa-
tion extended to
other special categories
shall also be extended to
them. Transgenders, at no
point of time in future,
shail be clubbed with male
or female," Justice V Bha-
vani Subbaroyan said.

The judge cited Su-
preme Court's judgment
in the 2014 case filed by the
National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) to Ie-
gally recogaise people
who fall outside the male/
female gender binary, in-
ciuding those who identi-
fy as the "third gender".

Justice Subbaroyan
noted that despite the
apex court recoglising
transgenders as a sepa-

rate categor]I neither the
state nor the Centre had
formulated guidelines to
ensure they get uniform
employment opportuni
ties. In many cases, guide-
lines issued in the
NALSA case have been
"misconstrued", the
judge pointed out.

SC directed the Centre
and states to take
steps to treat trans-
gender people as a
socially and educa-
tionally backward
class and extend
the benefits of res-

ervation in admission to
educational institutions
andemployment.

But in various states,
transgender people are
clubbed with the back-
ward community or the
caste to which they be-
long. Justice Subbaroyan
said. TheHC passed the or-
deron aplea by RAnushri.
a transgender person.
challenging a 2A77-IB
Croup I1 recruitment
exercise by the Tamil
Nadu Public Service
Commission.

The petitioner alleged
that she wasn't consid-
ered for recruitment in
the special category

I

I
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Voice of dissent
against

can't be
a

AiaySura@ti mesgrou p.com

Chandigarh: The Punjab
andHaryanaHigh Courthas
observed that voice of dis-
sent against or criticism of
acts of a public representati-
ve cannot be silenced by the
institution of criminal pro-
ceedings merely because it
is "not palatable to the per-
son holding the position of
dominance".

Justice Vinod S Bhard-
waj made the observation
while quashing an FIR aga-
inst govt teacher Ajay Walia
for criticising the then MP
from Kurukshetra and cur-
rent Haryana CMNayab Sai
ni and his wife Suman Saini
for misquoting Sant Kabir
Dass in an advertisement
issued during the Covid-19
pandemic.

Justice Bhardwaj also
observed that a member of
Parliament or legislative as-
sembly is deemed a public

a

servant and his acts are ame-
nable to public criticism and
publicreview.

Virtually reprimanding
Haryana police for being
"unfair", the HC observed
that in this case, the police
''had not carried out a fair
job" and instead were worri-
ed about earning the dlsple-
asure of a person in the seat
of power in tfie event of a
proper investigation being
done.

)'Fair criticism'. P 7

Petitioner Ajay Walia
was bookedbyHaryanapoli-
ce on May 9, 2020, on the
complaint of Kehar Singh,
president of Saini Sabha,
Naraingarh, for posting a
critical post on social media
about an advertisement is-
sued on behalf of Nayab Sai-
ni and his wife. Walia is a
govt teacher from
arh in Haryana's
district.

rep
HC

+

'Fair criticism is privileged, won't cause
)Gontinued from P I

,6 jay Walia had mentio-
i \ ned in his social media
I B, post that he had read
Sant Kabir in Kabir Wani,
Sakhi, Sabad, Raimani andBi-

jak, but "do not know when,
where and in which book,
Sant Kabir has written this
rhymed doha of throwing out
Corona from India."

Seeking quashing of the
FIR, Walia had contended be-

fore the HC that a mere expres-
sion of dissent or disagree-
ment cannot be construed as
an offence of promoting hat-
red amongst different seg-
ments of society

"Bona fide, fair and const-

ructive criticism of members
of the public, in a democratic
country made with due care
and attention... is privileged
and would not amount to defa-
mation...," said Justice Vinod
SBhardwaj.
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Kids adopted
post-retirement
can't he denied

pension: FIC
AiaySura@ti mesgrou p.com

Chandigarh: Punjab and
Haryana High Court has
made it clear that there can-
not be any discrimination
in granting family pension
to legaliy adopted children
merely on account of the
date of their adoption.

The court was of the
view that children adopted
post-retirement cannot be
deprived of pensionary
benefits.

Justice Tribhuvan Da-
hiya passed the order while
allowing a petition filed by
Vikas Kumar, resident of

of govtorderdat-

ed Feb 14,2019, that rejected
his claim for family pen-
sion. He had also sought di
rections to release family
pension, effective from Sept
24. 2012. with interest, till
attaining25 years of age.

The petitioner,s father
had retired from military
service on July 4, 1970, and
was released on military
pension.

Thereafter. he joined
Haryana govt on the post of
'barkandaz' (guard) on Sept
27,1971, and was promoted
to the rank of ,daffedar., 

Af-
ter his superannuation on
JuIy 31,1982, he adopted the
petitioner as son on March
1. 2000. but passed awav on
Ja126.2077.
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Calcutta HC to

govft Ensure lolo

transgender iob
quota in Bengal

TNN & Acerucres

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
urt has directed Bengal govt
to ensure 1% reservation for
transgender persons in all
publlc employment, noting
that no reser-vation was in
place for the community in
spite of ago'"tpolicy of equal
treatment in emploment.

"This courl directs the
chief secretary of the go-
vernment of West Bengal to
ensure 1% reservation for
thecategoryof personsmen-
tioned in the NAJ,SA judg-
ment, in all public employ-
ment in the state," Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha said in
his orderlast Friday

SupremeCourt'sNALSA
judgement il-r 2014 was the
first to legally recogaise non-
binary gender identities and
uphold fundamental rights
of transgender persons.

The HC's order was pas-
sed after the court heard a pe-
tition by a transgender per-
son, who had not been called
for counselling or intervlew
in spite of succeeding in Tea-
chers' Eligibility Test (TET)
2014and."IET2022.
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HCtoWBBPE secy: Arrange
for interview ofpetitioner

)Continued from p I
l. ustice Mantha noted
i that SC had declared in

a 20tf case that.hijras.
and eunuchs be treated as
"third gender,,for the pur-
pose of safeguarding their
rjghrs under part III;f the
Constitution.

The apex court had also
upheld a transgender oer-
son's righr to decide their
self-identified gender and
directed Centre and state
govts ro grant legal recog_
nrtron of rheil gender
l0enttty - male, lemale or
thirdgender:

Justice Mantha noted
rhat the Suprenre Court

cases of admission in edu_
cational institutions and
forpublic appointments.,,

The state's department
of women and child deve_
lopment and social welfa-
re, on November 50, ?,022,
had issued a notification
that transgender persons
were entitled to equal op-

portunity of emplovment
without any discrimina_
tion, the state chief secre-
tary had informed the
HighCourt.

The court said it was
clear from the notification
that the state itself had
adopted a policy of equal
treatment in emplovment
to transgender persons _
but no reservation had vet
been done. in accordance
with the Supreme Court
order. Justice Mantha also
directed the secretarv of
the West Bengal Board of
Primary Education to ar_
rangefor interview and co-
unselling of the petitioner
as a special case.

had direc-
ted Centre
and state
gotts to ta-
ke steps to
treat trans-
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Calcutta HC to
. gov* Ensure 170

transgender iob
quota in Bengali

TNN & AcrNcres

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
urt has directed Bengal gort
to ensure 1% reservation for
transgender persons in all
public employment, noting
that no reservation was in
place for the community in
spiteof a govtpolicy of equal
treatment in emplo5,rnent.

"This court directs the
chief secretary of the go-

vernment of West Bengal to
ensure 196 reser"vation for
the cate gory of persons men-
tioned in the NALSA judg-
ment, in all public emPloY-
ment in the state," Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha said in
his order last Friday

SupremeCourt'sNALSA
iudgement in 2014 was the
first to le gally recogtrise non-
binary gender identities and
uphoid fundamental rights
of transgender persons.

The HC's order was pas-

sed after the court heard a pe-

tition by a transgender per-
son, who had not been called
for counselling or interview
in spite of succeedinginTea-
chers' Eligibility Test (TET)
2014and.TET2022.
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HC nixes Bihar quota

hike beYond 50% ceiling
Dev Kumar PandeY I tr'rr'r

Both the ,Reserva- > HC slams Bihar' P 9

tion (for SCs. STs' and OBCs)

ii*L"i*.*l Act' 2023' and

iriiiri ii" admission in edu-

cationai institutions) Reser-

iliio" tatn""dment) Act'

ztzi. put*"0 tv the assembly

and notified last Nov- were

.',iooii"olv u,sed on the fin-

hinss of the govt's caste sur-

vev. which itself went tnro-

"Jt 
*rftiPt. legal hurdles

uEi*.'il"*g comPleted [lC

t^ia-ir"'t raise in quota.be

yond50ob was"bad rn law'
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HG slams
Bihar for

hiking quota
sans

)Gontinued from p I
'he bench of Chief
Justice K Vinod
Chandran and Jus-

The newlaws individu_
ally raised the reservation
percentage for SCs from
16 % to 20%, STs from 1% to
2%, BCs from 15% to 18%
and EBCs rrom zoi- ii
25%. This was to be aonli_
cable to govr .jobs ,n,i'ua-
mission to state-run
educational institutions
inBihar. !

The increase in reser_
vation limits cumulativelv
exceeded rhe ceiling oi
5000. sel three decades aso
by a nine-judge constit"u-
tionalbenchof SC.

s-
*
a.

. . tice Harish Kumar said in-
crease in reservations be_
yond 50% was ,,bad in law
based on principles of
equality emanating from
the Constitution, as Iaid
down by the wealth of
precedents discussed in
thisjudgment,,.

"That the state at_
tempted no in.depth study
or analysis before provid_
ing for enhancement of
the reservation percent-
age is established from the
records. That the state pro_
ceeded on mere propor_
tion of population of dif_
ferent calegories, as
against their numerical
representation in govt ser-
vices and educational in-
stitutions, is the admitted
position and pivotai argu-
ment. That this argument
works against the core
principles of Articles 1S(4)
and 16(4) is a given fact.,,
the bench said.

K
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Produce 195 bovines
before HC, seeks

habeas corpus plea
Vijayawada: In a first in animais. The petitioners al-
Andhra Pradesh, a habeas leged that they found a huge
corpus petition was filed be- numberofbovinesontheout-
fore the AP High Court seek- skirts of Vijayawada on June
ing directions to produce 195 16 and on further inquiry
bovines, including oxen and learnt that the animals were
calves, before the court, re- beingtransportedforslaugh-
ports Srikanth Aluri. The teringonJunelT.
petitioners contended that The animals were not fit
police illegally held the ani
mals captive. A habeas cor-
pus petition is filed before a
high court or Supreme Court
to produce a person belbre the
court in cases of illegal deten-
tion or missing persons.

In this case, animal lovers
Surabattula Gopala Rao and
Thota Suresh Babu, both resi-

for slaughtering as many of
them were found to be below
10 years of age while some
others were suffering from
lumpy skin disease. The pet-
itioners approached the local
veterinary officer for certifi^
cation which is mandatory
for slaughtering. The petition 

:

alleged that the police, with- i

out following due procedure, i
shifted the animals to an un- i

disclosedlocation. :
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Transw omun who mov ed high
court w elcomes quotq order

a

Priyarka.Dasgupta
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Mrinal Barik, the trans-
woman who once resorted to beg-
ging at crossroads to eke out a Ii-
ving and now sustains herself bY

imparting tuition in Kashipur, is
elated that her petition at the Cal-
cutta High Court has borne fruit'
This is anticipated to have a profo-
und impact on her existence, as

well as on others within the com-
munity TheHC directed the Bengal
govt to guarantee a 1% quota for

. transgenders in all public employ-
ment. Other members of the trans
community arq equallY optimistic
about a favourable imPact.

Barik succeeded in the TET 2014

and also in the TET 2022. In his or-
der, Justice Rajasekhar Mantha
had directed "the Secretary, West
Bengal Board of PrimarY Educa-
tion to arrange for interview and
counselling of the Petitioner as a
special case and recruit her as an
Assistant Teacher in the Primary
section. Let a decision be taken bY
the SecretarY, WBBPE immediate-
ly upon receipt of a coPY of this or-
der. The Petitioner's aPPointment
shall be made against present futu-
re vacancies. Let appropriate re-
laxation bemade in the instant case
for the petitioner by the Principal
Secretary, School Education De-
partment to ensure her aPPoint-
ment".

Born in MidnaPore, Barik, after
completing higher secondarY edu-
cation, aspired to become a teacher'

A file photograph of a pride march in Kolkata

Transgenders face ostracism in so-

ciety. Before the lockdown, I was
compelled to beg at intersections,"
Barik said.

"I started tutoring but encoun-
tered parents who feared their kids
would be coruPted if theY were
sent to me," Barik said. Shethought
of undergoing sex-reassignment
surgery. "But it requires money.
For someone with a hand-to-mouth
existence, it is a luxurY to think of

thls," she said.
Barik's lawYer SabYasachi

Chatterjee described the order as

"progressive". "It creates a scope
for recognition. I am hoPeful that
Mrinal will get a job. Most trans-
genders face hostilitY at home and
often can't continue with their stu-
dies. This kind of an order will give
them hope," Chatterjee told TOI.

Riya Sarkar, Bengal's
first transgender presiding officer
who teaches at Khardah BandiPur
Ideal Academy for Girls (HS), said,
"The order will go a long waY in en-
suringwe can live with dignitY"

Manabi BandYoPadhyaY, Princi-
pal of Dhola MahavidYalaYa and vi-
ce-chairperson of West Bengal
Transgender Persons DeveloP-
ment Board. told TOI, "I welcome
the order but I will also say that our
state govt has always triedto be fair
and do everything in the interest of
transgenders."

:::::1*:11:i

govt Ensurcl%
transgenderiob
quota in Bengal

TNN & AoerctEs

Co-Kolkata: Calcutta
urt has directed

was unfulfilletl.

_)
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man's death in cop

custody triggers violence

a

(Agra Range)
corroborated

DeepakKumar
that Aakash's

Agra: The custodial death of
a Dalit prisoner allegedly due
to police brurality has trjg_
gered widespread violence in
Firozabad, with police forces
from neighbouring districts
deployed to maintain order.
police said on Saturda5z re-
portsDeepakLavania.

the "perpetrators in uni-
form." They cremated the
body only on Saturday after
the administration promised
help and probe.

As the body was being
transported home after the
postmortem, locals stopped
the ambulance and staged a ;

The postmortem report
of Aakash Kumar, a 2g-year-
old father of two minor boys,
cited "haemorrhagic shock
and coma due to antemortem
head injury" as the cause of
death, and Inspector General

protest. According to sourc-
es, at least six rounds of gun-
fire were exchanged, and po-
lice officers, including DSp
Himanshu Gaurav and city
magistrate Rajendra Ku-

body had muJtiple injuries.
A resident of the Nagla

Pachiya area in Firozabad,
Kumar's body was kept in an
ambulance for 12 hours as his
family refused to accept it un-

1\ss action was taken against
\\

mar, had to flee for safetv
Five police personnel werl
injured, and 10 vehicles were
vandalised. Anticipating
further unrest, additional
forces were called in with
police conducting overnight
raids and filing two FIRs

individuald foragainst 60
rioting.

-4

Page 228 of 373



rq

Produce 195 bovines before

HC, seeks habeas corpus Plea
Vijayawatla: In a first in
Andhra Pradesh, a habeas
corpus petition was filed be-

fore the AP High Court seek-

ing directions to Produce 195

bovines, inciuding oxen and
calves, before the court, re-
ports Srikanth Aluri. The
petitioners contended that
police jllegally held the ani
mals captive andtheir where-
rbouts were not known.

A habeas corPus Petition
is filed before a high court or
Supreme Court to Produce a
person before the court in
cases of illegal detention or
missingpersons.

In this case, animallovers
Surabattula Gopala Rao and
Thota Suresh Babu, both res-

idents of VijaYawada, moved
HC contending that Police
hatl unlawfully 'detained' the
animals. The Petitioners al-
Ieged that theY found a huge
number of bovines on the
outskirts of VijaYawada on
June 16 and on further inqui-
ry learnt that the animals
were being transported for
slaughtering on June 17.

The animals were not fit
for slaughtering as many of
them were found to be below
10 years of age while some
others were suffering from
Iumpy skin disease. The Pet-
ition alleged that the Police.
without following due Proce-
dure, shifted the animals to
an undisclosed location. j
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3 newcriminal laws I

come into etfect today
New Delhi: Three new crimi-
nal laws replacing the Brit-
ish-era laws will come into ef-
fect across the country from
Monday bringing widespread
changes in India's criminal
justice system.

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and Bharatiya Saksh-
ya Adhiniyam will replace
the British-era Indian Penal
Code (IPC), Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and Indian
Evidence Act respectively
The new laws will brlng in a
modern justlce system, incor-
porating provisions such as
Zero FTR. online registration
of police complaints, sum-
monses through electronic
modes such as SMS, andman-
datory videography of crime
scenes for all heinous crimes.

The new laws have sought
to address some of the cur-
rent social realities and

$$&Wffi .&rr,$l rS,riW ffiffi.&

rvomenard

fte

in the new

:"Apenon canfle
an FIR atany polce
regardless of jurisdiction

:, Victirns of crime agairct
wunen arc enlfUed to rcguhr
updates on the progress of
their case within 90 days

." Both the accused and the
victim arc enlitled to rcc€ive
copies ofthe FlR, police report,
charge-sheet, statements,
confessions, and other
documents within 14 days

crimes and provide a mecha-
nism to effectively deal with
them, keeping in view the ide-
als enshrined in the Constitu-
tion, official sources said.

Home minister Amit
Shah, who piloted the laws,
said the new laws would give
priority to providing justice,
unlike the British-era laws
that gave primacy to penal ac-
tion. "These laws are made by
Indians, for Indians andby an
Indian Parliament and marks
the dnd of colonial criminal
justice laws," he said.

Shah said the laws were
not just about changing the
nomenclature but bringing
about a complete overhaul.
"SouI, body and spirit" of the
new laws is Indian, he said.
.Iustice is an umbrella term
that encompasses both the
victim and the culprit, the
home minister said, adding
that these new laws would en-
sure political, economic and
social justice with an Indian
ethos. prr

)Organised crimes, P 6

Tur-\ t
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,/

I
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definedinnewlaws
)Continued from P I

' ccording to the new laws.
..t* iudgment in criminal ca-

;. x,+. ses has to come within 45

days of completion of trial, and
charges must be framed within
60 days of first hearing.

Statement of raPe victims
wiII be recorded bY a female Po-
lice officer in Presence of her
guardian or relative, and medi-
cal reports have to come within
sevendays.

. Organised crimes and acts
of terrorism have been defined;
sedition has been rePlaced with
treason; and video recording of
all search and seizure have be-

enmademandatorY

A new chapter on crimes
against women and children
have been added; buying and
selling of any child has been
made a heinous crime; and the-
re is a provision for death sen-
tence or life imPrisonment for
gang rape of a minor. Offences
against women and children,
murder and offences against

ffi
the State have been givenprece-
dence in the new law.

Overlapping sections have
been merged and simPlified
and will consist onlY 358 sec-
tions against 511 in IPC. the so-

urces said. For examPle, defini-

tions scattered from sections 6

to 52 have been brought under
one section. Eighteen sections
already stand rePealed, and fo-
ur relating to weights and mea-
sures are covered under the Le-
gal Metrology Act, 2009.

Instances of false Promise
of marriage, gang rape of mi-
nors, moblynching, chain snat-
ching, etc., are reported, butthe
current IPC did not have sPeci-
fic provisions for dealing with
such incidents. These have be'
en addressed in BharatiYa NYa-
ya Sanhita, the sources said.

A new provision has been
made for cases such as aban-
donment of women after ma-
king sexual relations on the fal-

se promise of marriage' The
three laws were based on justi-
ce, transparencY and fairness,
the sources said.

Under the new laws, a Per-
son can now rePort incidents bY

electronic communication,
without the need to PhYsicallY
visit a police station. This al-
lows for easier and quicker re-
porting, facilitating Prompt ac'
tion by the police.

With the introduction of Ze-

ro FIR, a person can file a First
Information Report (FIR) at
any police station, regardless
of jurisdiction. This eliminates
delays
edings

in initiating Iegal Proce-
and ensures immediate

PTI
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lrlenr criminal codes will be tested on their abilitv to
protect the principle of presumption of innoceice

years, lower than international conven-
tion. Snatching is a criminal offence. It's
still prison for those not looking after oldparelts. Sex on thepretext of marriage can be punished with up to 10years' jaiJ. A judge can award such convict 1-dayjait, or 10 years. Suchlatitude can be problematic tn lnterpretation - not all judges arejudicious.

^ gld laws block i Ar_chaic legal ideas continue to be in play.
Defamation remains on the statut-e, as do provisions ro, ,."aiiio-rr, iinot in so many words..A rigorous weeding out of archaic taws iirequired, not teast when it comes to marital raie. Onu, i; di;;i.I"il;;
to decrimina-lise petty behaviour andjunkfrarshprori.i"iri" r*.ithe agenda of reformative justice.

^ Capacity flags I Due process is deeply linked with capacity poor
forensics botches up many an investigation. And courts mustnot allow police free hand when it comeJto seizing,eun"n.e,.bu"
process ensures, for instance, forensics of digitii a"ri."s ao";timpinge on privacy rights. It dernands piou", 

"o*p"rtmentalise aphone's contents - what investigators cin ana .u"riot.rpfo"". anithat this rule is spelt out.
_various police forces^advertise they ,care,for civilians, butcollective experience is often otherwi.". At th" 

"o"", 
titera juitice,

the lons-stated purpose for an overhaui oi IpC, CrpC ;;; fi;;firmly stands for individual rights. rn" at ui-u of India,s criminaljustice delivery must 
,be 

pr6mised on protectio, 
"f 

- p"rr""rifreedomsandcivilliberties. " 
*

I
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Forgery FIR is Kolkata's lst
case under newlawBNs

DwaiPaYan Ghosh, Ilamaghna

Baneriee & Falguni Baneriee I run

Kolkata: A forgerY comPla-

int from Bansdroni in south
Kolkata, recortled at 12.05am,

became Bengal's first registe-
red case under Bharatiya NY-

av Sanhita, the new criminal
.od" thut rePlaced the 164-Ye-

ar-old Indian Penal Code on
Monday

An FIR was drawn uP on

the basis of a comPlaint bY a

40-year-o1d woman who alle-
gedly lost Rs 2.4 lakh to che-

ats. four of whom were na-

medand slaPPedundermulti-
nle sections, jncluding 3lB

irns. wtrich now rePlaces the
otdlic +zo for cheating.

Just five minutes later, at
u:10 am, a case of rash and
negligent driving was regis-
tered under BNS against an

unidentified biker at Aram-
baeinHooghly.

nhe HooghIY district Poli-

ffiemand Period still
$S days, sfrYs Shah

'? -t ome minister Amit
! .i Stratr clarifietl on Mon-
dav that the maximum 15-day

noiice reman d Period wiII re-

main the same as in CrPC'
"The new lawProvldes for 15-

dav police remand. but the
deiention can be in who1e. or
in Darts, at anY time during
the in itial 40 daYS or 60 daYs

out of the detention Period
of 60 days or 90 daYs," he said'
Formei law minister Kapil
Sibal had last Year raised
concerns regarding Section
1B7 of BNSS dealing with
policeremand.
s@@

ce also registered the first
murder case in the state un-
der the new law - 103 BNS in
place of 302 IPC - after they
arrested a father-son duo on
charges of beating to death a

22-vear-old in Taraiieshwar'
70 km from Kolkata. "We re-

corded one of the first cases

under the new criminal code'

All officers in our Police dis-
trict have been Properly trai-
ned and Provided with a rea-

dv reckoner that they can re-
fer to while writing the cases

under the new code," said Ho-

oghly Police superintendent
Kamanshis Sen'

The state's third FIR un-
der BNS, and the second in
Kolkata, was once agaln re-
gistered at Bansdroni Police
itation at 12.15am and Yet aga-

innertainedtoforgerY In this
.uiu, too. the complainant
wasawoman.

Till 8Pm on Monda5l KoI-

kata recorded over 75 FIRs
under BNS and BharatiYa
Naearik Suraksha Sanhita
thal replacetl the Code of
CriminalProcedure.

)'case'filing simPle" P 3
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tlnBidhann gar, first case under BNS followsa

24-year-old pillion rider's death in Baguiati
Ilamaghna Baneriee & MaYulilt

Sengupta lrHr'r

Kolkata: The first case recorded un-

reckless and negl igent rid ing'

Accord-ing to coPS, the bike cras'

n.A irrto tlr" Oirider near the iock gate

;ilfill^ Kanan on the Airport-bo-

"na 
vip noua. Sourav sustained seve-

;;"^d injuries and was rushed to

il"idit"*"ud^t Sub-Divisional Hospi'

Ll.-*t "i" 
tt" was Pronounced dead

;;'";;-i*1 bv the ittending medical

derBharatiYa Nyay Sanhita (BNS)in
Bidhannagar was a de-

ath case, whereaz4'Ye-
ar-o1d Youth riding Pil-
lion on a bike died af-

ter falling from the
two-wheeler near Kes-

topur crossing around

officer.
Local councillor Sushovan Mon

dal said the Youth''s father was a greer

grocer at Baguiati Mission Bazaal

area. "He was a BCom graduate ant

usea to heIP his father in his busi

(0 Baguiati PS that registered the case ness," saidMondal.
According to his friends, four o

"My brother was returning froma them had started for Bhootnat

temple atHatibagan as apillion rider TemPle innorthKolkata to offer Puj

on a bike driven bY his fiiend Rahul early in the morning. TheY were rt

Pramanik. Four of them had gone to- turning after Sourav received a ca

gether,'" she wrote in the comPlaint. from his family and they were ru

Based on her complaint, a case was hing back home when the accidet

ititirt.a against Rahul Pramanik's hapPened

3amonMondaY- - 
SouravPramanik (24), aresidenJ

of fustoPu. RajbanshiPara, wasn't

wuatirg a helmet just like his rider
iriena. Ls ftefell off the speedingbrkel^ri"iia.t"r"a 

nis skuil. The frienil had

soeO oft His other friends riding be-

i.-;a him saw him lying in a Pool of
blood and wittr the help of cops, they

toof. fri* to a local hospital where he

was declared dead on arrival'
Ten hours after his death, coPS re-

The spot near Kestopur where

terDolonParamanik'

the incident happened;

eistered a case under sections 106 lll
i;;;;i"* death bY nesligence)' 281

itutirt.'iri"gl and 125a (causing hurt
ix u.i.nau"E.ring life or personal sa-

i"t, ot otn..il of BNS 2023 at 1'15 Pm

i-rXJo" u .o*Plaint bY Sourav's sis-
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Badrinath deitv
sole onmer of

offerings: Gourt

P,-:Tqo.-i Badri \ishat,
tne dejty of the Badrinath
l9mpte.,.cxclusively holds
me nghts to ail offerings,
grqs, and donations mate
oy devotees". a court in Cha_
molt ruled while hearing a
case that arose from a d]s_pure mvoJving clairns frompnests' oudit Nepali Lal

,K?1ffi{i",.1ffi1X,,ff#ll
celved at the Nepali Ash_
IT1. reports Pankul
IthErrma^

. The verdict said, ,.Sole-
l5r Badri Vishal possesses
the absolute prerogative
over all such articles].G i v_
en that the idol in theman-olr rs. a legal entity the
mandlr retains authority
over the offerings and no
other indiv idual can assert
ertlt.temenr over it.'. Theli
ugatron began when two
brothers. Hari prasad Di-
11 

a rr 
.31-d- _B_atta bh prasacl,

Ilom NLMPS. claimed their
nght to donations received

^oy -the 
Nepali Ashram in

2017. asserling it as a lons_
standing tradition.
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horse owners: HC

r)-3

Kolkata: The bench of
ChiefJusticeTSSivag-
nanam and Justice Hi-
ranmoy Bhattachayya
has asked the state to
submit the alternative Ii
velihood rehabilitation

of horse-drawn carria-
ses. The counsels for PE-

tAand CaPe Foundation
alleeed that since the last
heaiing, threemore mal-
nourisled and injured
horses had died in negli-
gence. The counsel re-
presenting the horse ow-

ners disPuted it.
State advocate gene-

ral Kishor Datta said he

wouldsubmittherehabi

Trures Nrws Nerwonr

plan for horse owners
immediately and clrcu-
late it among Petitioners
PETA and CaPe Founda-

tion so that it can be deli-

Ieeations of mistreat-
m-ent of horses used for
iovrides in the Maidan
anA a catt to abolish use

litation rePort to the co-

berated at the next hea- urt bY
which

the next
the courtringonAugl.

The case relates to aI- to submit it bY the end of
the day

date, to
asked it

The court had asked

for the report at the pre-

vious hearing onMaY14.
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Repeated
smearing Guiarafs

fire tragedy, Gujarat High
; Court on Thursday ex-
i pressed concern over the im-

age of the state in the after-

Trrraes News Nerwonx town planning officer MD
Sagathiya, the bench of
Chief Justice Sunita Agar-Ahmedabad: While hearing

a suo motu PIL on the Rajkot

math of repeated accidents
at public places and reports
of massive unaccounted
wealth amassed by an ac-
cused officer. A massive fire
at TRP Game Zone in Rajkot
inMayhadkilled2TPeople.

When the Gujarat govt
informed the court about
action initiated against
officials including Rajkot's

wal and Justice Pranav
Trivedi remarked on news
of unaccounted wealth that
Sagathiya
amassed.

has allegedly

"This person has been
benefited, reports saY EverY-
body knows how it is done.
This state (Gujarat) has a lot
of potential. .TheY cannot
put this state in this situa-
tion for the sake of, andbene-
fit of, a few officers. It is very
serious 'if these incidents
happen one after the other,"
the court said.

,r-"
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^ Bihar moves SC against

HC nixing of quotahike
New Delhi:Bihar govt has mived challenging the Bihar Reservation

il;"#p-;;; a;ri ctratieneine a of vlcpc.ies in Posts and services

PatnaHCverdicttiratnasseiasiae (for Schedrrled Castes' Scheduled

ifr"'"-""0"a reservation iaws in iribesand-OtherBackwardClass-
iir" J"i", *tirftenatteO ifre Nitlstr es) (Amendment) Act, 2023 an6.the

Kumar govt to increas. tfr" q"ot"t Bihar-(In Admission in Education-

i;;- i;;i6, i"iu"r. ana uaclwara al Institutions) Reservation

classesfromS0% to65%' (Amendment) Act' 2023' wtile
In its June 20 verdict, the high ;leaving the parties to suffer their

*uti-a..f"."d tttut thu amend- respectivecosts"'

-*it, p".t"a o.ru.timou.tv Uy tit" in a detailetl order running into

;t";;;; 
-;i";;er* regisiaiu.L in 87 pases, the hish court made it

\i;;i;tt y";i"re "uttra viies" or cleir ltrat it saw "no extenuating

iir"'i"ir.1irirtio.r, ;'u^a itt t,*; ""4 circumstance enabling the state to

"ri"frii"" "f 
the equality clause" breach" the 50% cap on reserva'

.q, Oluirio" Uu"cir of tire iilgtr court tions laid down by the SC in the In-

had allowed a bunch of petitions draSawhneycase'nrt
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HC tells kin of accused to start

a

Biswendu Bhattachariee 
I TNN

against abuse
Agartala: Tripura Hieh Co-
urt on Tuesdaypassed isigni _

trcant order followin g the pro_

X1:,91 of Bharatiya Nyaya
uanntta. a day after the three
n^ew criminallaws came into
erJect. while hearinga bailpe_
trtron- of accused persons un_oer the Narcotic Drug andr-sychotropic Substance
(NDPS)Act.

against drug abuse and pedd_
rng tn their respective areas.
Ijased on the compliance re_port of the order. the coult
wt u hear the peti tion after one
month; until then the accused
persons have to be in iail.

He underlined ihat the
new laws have inducted com_
munity service as a punish-
ment and the judgment some-
what reflecrs the spirit of the
newlaws.

both sides, Justice Lodh ob_
served.'At this stage. it is not
a trl case for granting bail.
uoth the accused persons are
v,ery young, being involved in
orug peddling will not only
spoil thejr lives and careers
o.ut will also hurt the genera-
trons to come"

The accused Jibanjoy Tri_
pula -and Selenjoy Tripura
nau trom Gandacherra ofI-npura's Dhalai district.
rney had-been arrested by
tlrrganj police and booked un_
oer the-NDpS Act for alleged_
ly peddling heroin.

. 
The investigating offir.er

suDmttted a partial charges_

_199t.asainst both of them,
whrch widened the scope of
oarl.

. 
While hearinga bail appli_

cation of two drugpeddleis _

Jrbanjoy Tripura and Selen_
1oy Tripura. Justice Lodh di
rected their parents to indul_ge themselves in anti-drug
campaigns in their respective
vulages.

.. However. opposingthe ba_
rl. Additional pp argued that
the accused persons were in_
votved ln another crime re_glstered with the Gandacher_ra poiice slation. Hearing

, Tripura has become a ga_
teway and a safe corridor tbr
lra$inS ilticit drugs, he ad-
ded,."The parents and other
ramr ly members of the accu-
sedpersons are to starta cam-
pargrr aga inst trad ingand use
ot drugs in their areas...

^^.The 
Justice directed rhe

orltcer jn charge. the Block
.Uevelopment Officer, and the
Su b-Divis ional Magistrate o1.
candacherra to assist the fa_
mr ty members of the accused
persons in conducting such a
campargn and prepare a re_po.rt on the reactions of the
vritagers along with a video
and photograph of the cam_
pargn belore the next date of
nearmg on August 5.

. _Justice Arindam Lodh
neld up the bail and ordered
tneparents of theaccused per-
sons to Iaunch a campaign

I t)2 ItI
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Kolkata Police makes lst
BNS arrcst in'case of hurt'

Dwaipayan Ghosh
& Monotosh Ckaraborty I rNr

Kolkata: Kolkata Police car-
ried out its first arrest under
the Bharatiya NYaY Sanhita
2023 (BNS) which rePlaced the
164-year-old Indian Penal Co-

de from Monda5r It involved a
case of hurt, ln which two gro-

ups clashed in the Watgunge
area under the Port division
on MondaY CoPs said that
whiie multiple cases of road
accidents got registered -
like in the Hastings and Jadav-
pur police stations -no arrest
took place inthose cases.

The city Police registered
31 FIRs on day one of the BNS
getting imptemented in the ci-
ty This was a fraction as com-
pared to Delhi that registered
around 300 cases. Police said
there were several greY areas
that were discovered on daY

one, leading Lalbazar to issue
instructions stating that inci
dents that occurred Prior to
Ju-ly 1 wiII continue to be regis-
tered under the old IPC. Inci-
dents dating from or after JuiY
1 will see cases getting registe-
red under BNS, said senior of-

ficers at Lalbazar A few cases

are IikeIY to be referred to the
courts for directions on whet-
her to lodge them under IPC or
BNS, stated sources.

Meanwhile, the state saw
its first arrest for crime aga-

inst women under the BNS
sections and also involving
POCSO. A man, who was emP-

loyed as a casting dtector, was

arrested for sexuallY assaul-

IPG AllD BllS: KEt
e Section 377 Removed: The

old law that criminalized
certain sexual acts is no

longer an offence

P Organized Grime: There

is now a specific section for
organized crime

!'Lynching: Can now be
punishable with death

> TenoristActs: Now

explicitly included as

offences

> Community
Service: For minor
offences like PettY
theft, community
service can be a Punishment
instead of jail term

$ Hit-and-Run: Punishment
increased for causing death
in hit-and-run cases from a

maximum of 2 Yrs to 5 Yrs

F lleasonirstead of

integrity

ting his own minor daughter.
He was arrested under BNS
761351(3) along with Section 10

of POCSO Act. The accused is
known to have supplied junior
artlsts for Bengali films and
serials. Police arrested him on
Monda5z He was Presented be-

fore the BaruiPur Subdivisio-
nal Court on TuesdaY Accor-
ding to sources, the girl was

sleeping at home on MondaY
afternoon. Her mother was
out for work. Taking advanta-

> Theft Includes Digital
Items: The deflnition of theft

now includes data theft
and identity theft

F Medical
t{egligencq SPecific
provisions have

been added to address
medical negligence

F Economic Offences: This
term is now sPecificallY
defined
p Glause 69: lt criminalizes
sexual intercourse under
'deceitful means'. 0ffender
could face imprisonment of
up to 10 Years, accomPanied
by fine

ge of the situation, the accu-
sed entered theroom andlock-
ed the door from inside. He
then allegedlY sexuailY as-

saulted her. The wife returned
home unexPectedlY and
caught her husband in the act'
She fi1ed a comPlaint at Na-

rendraPur PS. Based on the
complaint, the accused was
arrested.

Cops said theY are relear-
ning the new laws, but are con-
fidentto getusedto it soon'

At 12.05am, torgely flR is
Kd's lst case under 8NS

;1. ,i:. li,:r' .1,,' :i
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/' During summer break, SC
r clears record $70 cases

Dhananftry.Mahapatm
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The colonial leg-
acy of long summer vacations
continues in the Supreme Co-
urt, but for the first time a re-
cord 20 benches were set up du-
ring the nearly two-month-
long break this year and ex-
hausted the list of cases to be
taken up during this period
with the consent of counsel for
parties.

For those unaware of the
i punishing work schedule of
: SCjudges, often criticised for

the long summer break of the
court, CJI D Y Chandrachud
said. "People see us sitting in
Supreme Court from 10.B0am
to 4pm daily when we handle
between 40 and 60 cases. The
work we do between 10.30am
and 4pm is a fraction of the
work we do in orderto be ready
to deal with cases coming up
for hearing on the next da5z"
"Every judge spends an equal
amount of time reading case
files scheduled for the next da5z

Judgments are rese-rved on
days. On Satwdays,

every judge sits down and dic-
tates judgments. On Sundays,
all of us read the cases listed
for Monday So, without excep-
tion, every SCjudge works se-
ven days a week," he said.

Interestingly despite
handling a lot of administrati
ve work and attending confe-
rences in India and abroad,
the CJI has been working on
judgments reserved in 18 ca-
ses. which have a totai of 176
connected petitions, by ben-
ches headed by him.

"Other SC judges have re-
served judgnents in 190 cases

f1

with 786 connected
and they are also working ro-
und-the-clock on these judg-
ments so that decisions can be
pronounced within a few we-
eks of the court reopening,"
the SC registry told TOI. As
the SC resumes normal func-
tioning on Monday after the
summer break, the CJI-led
benches in the next few weeks
would be pronouncing judg-
ments, including three by g-J
benches, two by 7-J benches,
and two by5-Jbenches.

> Vacation disposalq P 7

ST'PREIIIELY VACATIOHWONKTilG
Gases Listed Beforc SG
tlacation Benches
2ot7-2022ffiL:AO.

zoz:ffi2,223
2024rymI

Gases Disposed Of
20t7"2022ff46y

2oz:t75l
2024xI,170

* Average for each summer break in
the 6-year period (including 2017)

I

Thh Summer's HbhEghtg
l' Record 20 vacation
benches set up
p 1,157 matters on which
notices issued

& two 5-Jby

Coming Up ln
itext FewWbek
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HC RamRahim\
in of ex-manager

AiaySura@timesgroup.com tolifeimprisonmentinz02l_

rape convict Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh
and four others in a 22-
year-old case involving
the murder of his then

worthyof credence,,.
A special CBI court in

Panchkula had sentenced the
Dera chief and the co-accused
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Ram Rahim verdict
several lapses in murder probe

/

)Continued from p I
ri he 168-page verdict byt the divisiorr bench of:: Justices Sureshwar

Thakur and Lalit Batra high-
lights muitipte lapses in the
probe into the former Dera Ram Rahim andhis
manager's mur(ier, inclu_ sed - Avtar Singh,

peared to ha- where witnesses said theyve "become saw some of the accused cele_
staticised bratingthemurder
(become sta- The clothes of those who
tic)bythegla- took the deceased to hospitalre of media in a car were smeared withpublicity" blood, but the investigating

officer didn't collect these as
evidence. Also, no test identi-

i co-accu-
Krishanding the reveiation that the LaI, Jasbir Singh and Sabdil fication parade was done.presumed murder weapon Singh - had appealed the The Dera chief, who iswasn'tused in thecrime. Ii al- CBI court's Oct 18_ 2021 ver- currentlv servirrg time inso points out that the vehicle dict sentencing them to life Rohtak's Sunaria jall, hassupposediy used in the mur_

derwas never seized.
lmprlsonment. challenged his other two con-The prosecution said victions too. His appeals inJustice Thakur said de- Ranjit Singh had been killed the cases and the Chhat-rapespite witnesses testifying for his suspected role in the murder case are pen-that all four assaiLants were

rapati
circulation of ananonymous ding inthehigh court. Nearlyarmed, CBIfailed to confisca- Ietter revealing sexual abuse 40 people died in the backlashte any of these firearms. CBI of disciples by theDerahead. in Panchkula and elsewherealso didn't present a site plan Hewas riding a bike after ser- in Haryana and Punjab afterof the place where the aIle- vingtea to his father in a field his 2017 rape conviction. Ca-ged conspiracy to kili Ranjit at Khanpur Koiian village of
Ku rukshetr.a when tour assa-

ses pertaining to the allegedwas hatched on June 16,2002, castration of Rarn Rahim,she said. ilants fataily shot him and followers insirie the Sirsa de_The court observed that fled. The bench noted that"the intellectual strength,' of
the investigating officer ap-

CBI did nor collecl any evi-
dent'e lrom thp restaurant

ra arepending. On Feb 1.2018.
CBI charged him and rwo
doctors in this case.

aa
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Madras HC acquits 7 persons giveff
death for murder of doctor in20B

Surcshkumar.K
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Madras High Court
on Friday acquitted all seven
persons sentenced to death
and two others awarded life
imprisonment bY a Chennai
sessions court in the sensa-
tional Dr Subbiah murder
case. Setting aside the trial
courtverdict of Aug2021, a di-
vision bench of Justices M S

Ramesh and Sunder Mohan
ordered immediate release
of all the accused, if they are
not wanted in any other case.

The court also ordered that
the fine amount, if Paid bY

the accused, be returned.
The S8-year-old neurolo-

gist was stabbed in full Pub-
Iic view on SePt 14, 2013, as he
walked out of Chennai Bill-
roth Hospital towards his
parked car after work in the
evening. Vlsuals of the
murder, which were caP-
tured on a CCTV camera,
went viral on social media.

Accordlngto the Prosecu-
tion, a land disPute in Dr
Subbiah's familY over a

2.4-acre plot in KanYakuma-
ri district led to the crlme.

While the sessions court
convicted nine PeoPle, one
accused, who turned aPProv-
er and became a Prosecution

HG: ls labradora
ferccious breed?
f€an the Labrador retriever
&,,r' be classifi ed as'ferocious'
and banned since achild was
attacked byadog ofthis breed
recently, Madras HC wondered
on Friday. "lt's highly unusual,"
Justice Anita Sumanth said,
referring to the attack.
"ldentifying feroclous dog
breeds should be a collective
process. We have seen scores
of news reports on dog bites
recently. lt should be
contained,' the jud ge added.

HC madethe observation
while hearing a Plea bY Kennel
Club of lndia against centre's
recent notification banning
importand breeding of certain
dog breeds. lncidentallY,
Labrador retriever is not among
the breeds banned. Centre had
submitted in the courtthat a
committee has been set uP to
consider comments from all
stakeholders to identify such
breeds. HC directed Centre to
ensure the process is transP-
arent and closed the case. rxru

Shahir Shah gets

bailin PMIA m$
& Delhi court has granted
S* regular bailto Kashmiri
sepantist Shabir Ahmed Shah
in a money laundering case,
reports \rhEet Upadhyay. The
court of additional sessions
judge Dheerai Mor, while
allowing Shah's bail Plea said
he has been in custodYinthe
case for six years and 10

monthswhich is morethan half
the total presgibed maximum
punishment of seven Years.

The court noted thateven
if Shah isgranted bailinthis
case, he is not likelyto be
released from iail in the other
offences before JulY 7, the
date on which the maximum
punishment of seven Years in
the present case exPires for
him asan undertrial Prisoner.

The court stated that Shah
is in custody in other cases
which are'very serious in
nature." lts conditions for bail
included personal bond and
surety of Rs 1 lakh each and a
bar on leaving the countrY.

Manlservkngiues
son noiob daim: HG

8"\unjab and Haryana HC has
Y* rejected apleabya Puniab
Police personnel's son seeking
aiob on groundsthat his father
had participated in anti-
terrorist operations, observi ng
that ifsuch pleas are accepted,
everycopwould claim a jobfor
his children, reports AiaY Sura

Justice Jagmohan Bansal
dismissed the petition fi led'bY
AvtarSingh, a resident of
Sangrur district, and his father'
a retired cop, seeking
directionstothe state govt and
police to appointthe Petitioner
(Avtar Singh) as a constable.

The petitioners contended
that Avtar's f ather, while
serving inthe police force, had
suffered two bullet injuries
fighting with terrorists in 1992

and that his valourand courage
had been very well recognised
by the state authorities. On

account ofthe father's
contribution,the son should be

appointed as a police
constable, the Petition stated.

witness during the tria1, was
allowed to go free.

Ponnusamy. Basil. Boris.
WiIIiam, James Satish
Kumar, Murugan and Selva

Prakash were sentenced to
double capital punishment
for offences under Indian
Penal Code sections 302
(murder) and 120B (criminai

conspiracy). Meanwhile, the
other two accused, MarY
Pushpam and Yesurajan,
were handed double life
terms by the trial court.

SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, KOLKATA
JUNE 16, 2024
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HG: Pay <6 lakh
in damages to
wife of convict

killed in iail
Hyderabad: Making it
clear that the fundamen-
tal rights cannot be de-
nied even to prisoners,
Telangana High Court
has directed state gov-
ernment to pay over Rs 6
lakh as compensation to
the widow of a iife con-
vict murdered by a co-
prisoner in Hyderabad
jail in 2012, reports Sagar
KumarMutha.

Justice CV Bhaskar
Reddy brushed aside the
state's argument that it
was not responsible as
Karolla Venkaiah did not
die at the hands of jail
staff. The judge stressed
that jail officials had
faiied intheirdutyto pro-
tect his life.

"Right to life cannot
be taken away from a per-
son merely because he
happened to bea convict.
Deprivation of rights is
possible only.to the ex-
tent permitted by law"
Justice Reddy said.
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ffi against power
Biswendu Bhattachariee I rN r'r

Agartala: LawYers came
out on the streets of Agarta-
la on WednesdaY Protesting
over a prolonged Power cut
in the West TriPura district
and sessions court comPlex
for past two daYs after cYclo-
ne Remal hit TriPura on
Mondaynight.

Despite rePeated comPla-
lnts allegedlY the Power
supply restoration team
didn't respond.

The agitated lawYers ghe-

raoed a senior official of Tri-
pura State Electricity Cor-
poration Ltd (TSECL) in the
court premlses for an hour
demanding immediate res-
toration of Power suPPlY.

However, with the assu-
rance of the time-bound ac-

tion of Power Minister Ra-
tan Lal Nath, the agitation
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Cal HC's order, Rai govt to

reviewl4Muslim groups on BClist
Jaipur:
han is
14 Muslim

Rajast-
revlewmg

its OBC
cue from Cal-

Court's recent

4 (reults day after which the
model code will be lifted) if the
inclusion of these (\{usfim)
communities in the OBC list
fi:om 1997 to 2013 was legal or il-
legal," Rajasthan social justice
minister Avinash Gehlot said.
He cited ttte Calcutta HC order
and asserted religion-based qu-
otawaswrong.

Rafeek Khan, chairman of
Rajasthan State Commission
for Minorities, accused Gehlot

of undermining the Constitu-
tion, and said that the 14 Mus-
Iim groups were added in the
list "following a due process,
including a survey backed by
rules".

"Had the entire Muslim
community been included in
the OBC list, it could have been
termed reservations based on

ffi
religion. Only 14 Muslim gro-
ups were chosen based on their
backwardness, just like others
onthe statelist," Khan said.

Campaigning in Lucknow,
Rajasthan CM Bhajanlal Shar-
ma accused INDIA bloc, cons-
tituent TMC and Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee of ,,crossing

all limits of appeasement and

committing a grave sin" by gi-
ving Muslims OBC quotas.

In its order Wednesday the
HC had j unked all new OBC ca-
tegorisations in Bengal after
2010, saying the authorities
had "practised protective dis-
crimination in deviation of
constitutional norms".

The rui ing effectiveiy inva-
lidates all OBC certificates gi-
ven out by successive TMC
go'uts since the party first ca-
me to otfice in 2011. The order
points out that withia six
months of Bengal announcing
10% reservation for backward
Muslims in 2010, the state
backward classes commission
recommended 42 groups as
OBC,of which 4t communities
wereMuslim. rrur,r a

Page 250 of 373



.t

P6
Verdict could

certificates
)Continued tom P I
*-T"-the judges questioned

f; provisions of the West
.A Bengal Backward Clas-

ses Act,2012, that allowed the
state government to include
newcategories undertheOBC
A and B lists through a gazette
notification.

The verdict could result in
the cancellation of around fi-
ve lakh OBC certificates, a1t-
hough the court clarified that
reservation beneficiaries
who were in service wouldn't
be affected by the order The
HC left untouched 66 OBC ca-
tegories that had been notifi-
ed prior to 2010.

5Lcancel

Page 251 of 373



Tt\L \tm6s o( AN o re
nxA'f !-(, zoz-\

Pq

" A """" "...........................4.

\

i
I tr

a bill to

r'1

HC Wants plot For BIdg With 7,000 Lawyer Chambers
Ohananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.cbm

.^ 
T 

fe^staVfrom SC comes two
cay-s beforethe May 26 hearing
::rof alLC benchof Chief JusI

i:Tf+,'il,?i#:1:*i*f l::i1
lfil:9F-: 1"t", ch ief secretary
ro-tocate su itable land for estab_

!:xT9nt of HC comptex, resi_oenttal accommodations for

:,t+:"x",#s;:,,fl"",lff:.:.ffi1
::f tbr at least 7.000 tawyers,

:i:J"*. .p*\-e .pa"", ulons
w^itn good med ical faci.lities. SCnas provided for 700_odd law-yers chambers.

^- 
"This 

- 
exercise shalt be

!!mnt9t9q bY the chief secre-tary within a month and sub_mtt a report ro the HC by June
r. 

^rrnao 
sard. whileaskingHC

re,gtstrar general to put in mo_
I]9n u pott to seek opinions oflawyers and iitigants on desir-

;['I',#;;'l,fllli"lliil".;,""?.

t

tl0 tl

0
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Cal HC strikes down state
govtl OBC listing since 2010

BA$H I{ISTORY
* First writ petition filed
on Jan 18,2011

F, Present batch of PlLs
challenged identification
and classification of
77 classes as OBCs in
Bengal in 2010 and 2012

not be affected.
ThebenchsaidOBC cate-

gorisation made by state govt
was unilateral, adding it sho-
uld have consu-Ited the West
Bengal Backward Classes
Commission. A report sho-
uld then have been placed
with the state legislature,
with recommendations for
inclusions and exclusions in
the state list of OBCs, the
bench added. Reservation
for the OBC category taken
by an executive decision,
was quashed on these gro-
unds.

Overall, the bench struck
down provisions under the
West Bengal Backward CIas-
ses Act, 2012, which allowed
state govt to include new ca-
tegories under the OBC A
and B list through agazette
notification. The bench also
cancelled the categorization
of 37 and 77 classes under
Schedule I of the state list of
OBCs. Justice Chakrabort5l
concurring with Justice
Mantha, held thatthe 2012 act
had provided state govt with
"carte blanche authority in
respect of specifying or de-
claring classes as backward,

'BIP ruling, will
not accept it,' says

CMMamata
Dwaipayan Ghosh &

SaniibGhakabofi lrNr.r

Kolkata: Chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Wednesday
fl atly refused to accept Calcut-
ta High Court's verdict stri-
king down state govt's new
OBC categorisations since
2010, terming it "BJP's ver-
dict". "We will not accept it.
OBC reservation is continu-
ing, and it will continue," she
said at a public meeting in
Khardah on Wednesday indi
cating state go!'t wou-Id appeal
inSupremeCowt.

"Todaylheardajudge,
who has been famous, passed
an order," the CM said at the
rally during which she also
said: "One retired judge is say-
ing I am an RSS person, and
another one joins BJP How
can these peopie be trusted to
ensurejustice?"

TOI had reported on Tues-
day that Calcutta HC's third
most senior judge, Justice

Chitta Ranjan Dash, while re-
tiring from the bench on Mon-
day. had candidly admitted in
his farewell speech that he
was still a member of the RSS
and was ready to work for it
again. Another former HC
judge, Abhijit Ganguly is con-
testing Lok Sabha polls as a
BJPcandidate.

The CM did not name any
of the judges on the division
bench that passed the OBC
verdict. "Whoever's verdict
this might be, I will not name
that person, but this is BJP's
verdict," she said, adding,
"How dare they? The court
cannot be divisive. The count-
ry cannot be divisive. This is a
dark chapter unfolding now. "

Baner-iee also clarilied
that it wasn't she who had do-
ne the OBC categorisation. "I
did not do this (the reserva-
tion).... Upen Biswas (former
CBljoint director and Bengal
minister) was chafuman
then," shesaid.

who may be entitled to reser-
vation". He noted in the or-
der that there was a "comple-
te lack of legislative policy"
within the scheme of the act.
"The legislature has to lay
down the legislative policy

and principle to afford gui-
dance for carrying out the sa-
id policy before it delegates
its subsidiary powers on its
behalf," he said.

)'High probity', p 5
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5 Lakh OBC
' Certs ln Danger

0f Being
. Scrapped

Subrata Chattorai I rr'l.r

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
urt on Wednesday struck
down the categorisation of
new OBC classes under cate-
gories A and B made since
2010 in Bengal, saying the ex-
ercise had "violated consti-
tutional provisions" and the
authorities had "practised
protective discrimination in
deviation of constitutional
norms". The order might le-
ad to the scrapping of aro-
und S lakh OBC certi.ficates.

"No data was disclosed on
the basis of which it was
ascertained that the commu-
nity concerned is not adequ-
ately represented in the ser-
vices under Bengal govt,"
the division bench of justi-
ces Tapabrata Chakraborty
and Rajasekhar Mantha
said.

The bench, however, did
not interfere with 66 OBC
classes categorised prior to
2010. Justice Mantha said the
order would have "prospecti-
ve" effect. Those already in
service, those who have alre,
ady availed themselves of
the benefit of reservation,
and those who have been se-
lectedfor employment would
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)Continued from p I
.".'!:- lhe bench said that state

j govt had announced
..i 109r0 reservation for

backward Muslims in 2010.
"Within a period of six

months thereafter, the com-
mISSlon rec-

gion," itremarked.

$ 'The commission rccommended 42 classes as
! OBC, of which 4t communities belonsed to the
i Muslim religion,'the bench rcmarkeii'.
ffi 'Following such rucommendation, the state
fl lmme-dlatgly included the same in the list,'the
E bench noted in the order

State must conduct
itself with high probity

ommended 42
with high probity and can-

classes as OBC,
dour and ensure that the
populace do not succumbof which 4l May 2012, statefurther inciud- to any discriminatory prac-

communities ed 35 ciasses (9 in OBC-A tice in the procedural rigma-
role," Justice Tapabrata
Chakraborty remarked. The

belonged to the cate gory and 26 in OBC-B cate-
Musiim reli- gory)," the bench noted in

theorder: bench also rejected statesuch recom- 'As a model employer, govt's praver
theorder.

for a stay onstate immedi- state govt must conduct itself

ately included the same in
the list. Thereaftec vide
memo number 16Z3 dated 11th
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C cuts life term of five
IeM men to10 years

New Delhi: Delhi High
Court on Monday re-
duced the life sentence
of five Jaish-e-Mu-
hammed (JeM) activists
to ten years, while stat-
ing that the India's jus-
tice delivery system
strongly believed that
the "eventual conse-
quence of any penal
sanction should be to re-
form an indlvidual, in-
stead of shutting him
outbyputtinghim inside
for life".

A trial court had sen-
tenced BiIaI Ahmad Mir,
Sajad Ahmad Khan, Mu-
zaffar Ahmad Bhat,
Mehraj Uddin Chopan,
and Ashfaq Ahmad
Bhatt to life imprison-
m:nt for offences under

Sections
121A (con-
spiracy to
wage war
against
the and
Section

23 (aiding terrorist orga-
nisation) of UAPA.

However, a division
bench of justices Suresh
Kumar Kait and Manoj
Jain observed that the
trial court got swayed by
the enormity of the alle-
gations and did not give
importance to the fact
that convicts were re-
morseful and pleaded
guilty at the first availa-
ble opportunity

Considering this
along with the convicts'
young age and the fact

that they did not have
any prior criminal re-
cord, HC said the the ap-
proach of the trial court
should have been to re-
formthem.

"The man who has a
conscience suffers
whilst acknowledging
his sin. We refer to a
quote by Fyodor Dos-
toevsky, the author of
'Crime and Punishment'
and in chapter 19, Dos-
toevsky writes that 'if he
has a conscience he wiil
suffer for his mistake;
that will be punlshment

- as well as prison'," the
bench said while modify-
ing the sentence from life
imprisonment to 10
years' rigorous impris-
onment. AGENCTEs
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''' Hcshuts down four party
offices on public land

Subr"t" Ch"ttorai I -"*

day that as many as 35 party offices had come

upon govt land inthearea.

Justice Amrita Sinha directed the authorl-

Kolkata: The Calcutta High Couft on Tuesday
directed to shut down 3 CPM party offices and
oneBJP offlcethat cameup atRajarhatonland
belonging to Hidco, PWD and state irrigation
department. The petitioner's counsel, Sha-

mim Ahmed, submitted to the court on Tues-

ties
the
the
ona Hidco iand in the NKDA area. Justice Sin-

to conduct a spot inspection and decide on
demolition of the properties. On May 10,

court directed demolition of a TMC office

ha had during the last hearing asked the coun-
sel for Hidco. whether a standard operating
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f/virLanRss member, to

returnto fold: Cal HC i
'Don't Have Any 

,

Bias,' He Says ln

Farewell Speech
Tturs News Nrrwonr

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
urt's third senior most judge,
Justice Chitta Ranjan Dash,
retired from the bench on
Monday candidly admitting
in his farewell sPeech that he
was still a member of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak San-
gh and was readyto workfor lt
again if it "called him for anY
assistance".

"Because I have done not-
hing wrong in mY life, I had the

' courageto saYthatlbelongto
the organization (RSS) becau-

I have

a
(or someone)
with BJP, Cong
or Trinamool. All
were equal before me

As I've done nothing wrong
in my life, I had the courage

to RSS as
IS wrong

-Jutice Chitta Dash

bench.
"To the distaste of some, I

must admit here that I was and
I am a member of the RSS. I
had distancedmyself from the
organisation for about 37 Ye-
ars because of my work. I have
never used my membershiP
with the organisation for anY
advancement of my careeq

which is against the Princi-
ples of my organisation. Ihave
treated everybody on Par, the
rich, the poor, a Communist,
(or someone) with BJP, Cong-
ress or Trinamool. All were
equal before me," Dash, who
spent over two-and-a-half-de-
cades as ajudge (15 of them as "l
an HC judge). said. Calcutta
HC long-timers called the ad-
mission unprecedented.

"I am now ready to go back
to the organisation if lt calls
me for any assistance for anY
work that I am capable of do-
ing," he said, adding: "I cannot
belongto a bad organisation If
I am a goodperson. " He said, "I
do not have any bias against
anybody any bias for anY Poil-
tical philosophy or Political
mechanism."

)'Cal HG rules
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'$ ustice dhittu Ranjan
ii Dash said: "I tried to dis-

pense justice on two
principies. The first is em-
pathy and the second is the
law can be bent to suit justi-
ce but justice cannot be ba-
sed to suit the law. I have aI-
ways appiied these two
principles in my life. I may
have done wrong, I ;nay ha
ve done right."

The Supreme Court, ear-
iier this year, called some of
the observations of a divi-
sion bench led bY Dash
"wrong and Problematic".
'Adolescent girls must cont-
rol their sexual urges inste-
ad of giving in to two minu-
tes of pleasure," was one of
the observations of the HC
bench led by Dash. The SC,
commenting on this, said

-judges were supPosed to de-

cide a case on the basis of
law and facts and should not
resort to preachilg in judi
cialproceedings.

Dash on MondaY recol'
Iected his struggles when
he lost his father (Jagnesh-
war Dash who, too, was a
judge) at the age of 2'7. He
spoke about the need to
change some HC rules' "So-
me of the Calcutta HC rules
have become archaic. That
needs changes. TheHC chi-
ef justice needs thebar's co-
operation. We have to
march with time. We can-
notlookback atthePast. We
haveto lookahead," he said.
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After Pataniali,
IMA chief's turn
to face SG flak

New Delhi: SuPreme Court
on Tuesday frowned on com-
ments made against itbY Indl-
an Medical Association Pre-
sident R V Asokan and said
they were "verY verY unac-
ceptable".

It sought Asokan's res-
ponse on an application filed
by Patanjali AYurved and
posted the matter for further
hearingonMaY14.

On Aprii 29, Asokan had
said it was "unfortunate" that
SC criticised the association
and also some of thePractices
of private doctors.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Patan-
jall, told the bench that theY
had filed an aPPlication urg-
ing the court to take judicial
notlce of the "wanton and un-
warranted comments" made
by the IMA President. rur't

)'Endorsers rcsponsible', P 8
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'" r -rhis is a verv serious
i issue.Theyaretrying
.j.. todivertthecourseof

justice... Yourlordships as-
ked one or two queries and
see how they are reacting
as if nobody can ask anyt-
hing," Rohatgisaid.

"You can't say you don,t
know," the bench of Justi-
ces Hima Kohii and Ahsa-
nuddin Amanuilah told
IMA's counsel.

a query about the SC's ob-
servations during a hea-
ring on April 28 when it
had said while it was poin-
ting one finger at Patanja-
Ii. the remaining four fing-
ers were pointed towards
IMA. The "vague and gene-
ralised statements", Aso-
kan said, had demoralised
private doctors.

The bench had, on the
previous hearing, told
IMA to "put its house in or-
der" and address unethicai

hospitals like prescribing
unnecessary and expensi-
vemedicines.

dorsers are equally re-

vertisements.

sponsible for issuing mis
leading "d;";ii;;;;[i;the bench said.

vertisers should give a self-
declaration before putting
advertisements in the pub-
lic domaln on the line of

ted the Centre to put in pla-
ce a mechanism for consu-
mers to lodge complaints
regarding misleading ad-

responsible for misleading ads: SC

Asokan was replyingto practices by doctors and

-

During the hearing on
the case on misleading ad-
vertisements of Patanja.li
Ayurveda, the bench also

should act responsibly
wh i le promoting producrs.

"We are of the opinion
that advertisers, and en-

The court said that ad-

said endorsers were equal-
ly responsible for issuing
misleading advertise- the Cable Television Net-
ments given by
and suggested

companies works Ruies, 1994. It direc-
celebrities
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HC relief for holding cos facing
GST notices over corp guarantees

Lubna.lhbly@ti mesgroup.com

Mumbai: In a relief for India
Inc, the Punjab & Haryana
high court has stayed a circu-
Iar that subjected corporate
guarantees. given by holding
companies for the benefit of
their subsidiaries, to GST,

In an interim order, the
HC has stayed the circular is-
sued last Oct by-the Centrai
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs(CBIC).

This circular had held
that acorporate guarantee gi-
ven by a holding company to a
bank or financial institution
for sanction of credit faciliti-
es to its subsidiary wouldbe a
'supply of service'subject to
GST. It had added that the tax
incidence would arise even lf
no consideration is involved.
The matter, pending before
the high court, includes a
challenge to valuation of cor-
porate guarantees as well.

With this stay, for now, In-
dia Inc-which is reelingun-
der showcause notices and
GST demand orders running
into several hundred crores

- can breathe easy. Compani-

@18% is payable on 1% of
the value of the guarantee

or actual consideration,
whichever is higher

es that have received show-
'cause notices based on this
circular can approach an fIC
for quashingthe same.

Demands have been rar-
sed on the holding company
if it is in India. If the holding
company is overseas, the In-
dian subsidiary (for whose
benefit the corporate guaran-
tee is given) is facing GST de-
mands.

Industry representat ives
told TOI that after the circu-
Iar, the issue of showcause
notices, followed by de-
mands, intensified. Industri-
es across all sectors, ranging
from FMCG to infrastructu-
re, received such notices.
"The interim order. which
has granted a stay will apply

!, The high court will
hear the challenge
to an amended
valuation

pan-India. The circular,
which stated that corporate
guarantee was a supply of
service, led to a foregone con-
clusion on part of tax offici
als, that every corporate gua-
rantee transaction (other
than personal guarantee by a
dlrector) was subject to GST
without the samebeingtested
on merits," said Mannat Wa-
raich, who representedAcme
Cieantech Solutions in this
matter before the HC.

She added, "If a company
has received a showcause no-
tice, wh ich is based on the cir-
cuiar, it should immediately
approach the jurisdictional
high court for quashing the
same. If an order raislng a de-
mand has been issued, the

company should approach
the appellate authority or the
high court seeking to quash
it. [t would be up to the quasi-
judicial authorities/courts
to quash the demand or keep
it in abeyance."

Sujit Ghosh, who led the
arguments for the company
said, "This interim order es-
sentially seeks to enforcethat
we have a fundamental sepa-
ration of power (under our
constitutional construct) bet-
ween the executiveand theju-
dicial wing of governance.
The executive wing being the
tax administrator (i.e. CBIC)
in this case cannotfetter with
the adjudicatory and appella-
te powers of the quasi-judici
aI authorities."

"We have also challenged
Rule 2B(2) of the CGST Rules
(amended) which provides
that GST at 18% wili be payab-
leonl% of thevalueof thegu-
arantee or the actual conside-
ration, whichever is higher.
These rules have also
been challenged as being ar-
bitrary, discriminatory and
confiscatory in nature," Wa-
raich added.

S &Y ffiffi #ffiHffi'$ OGT 2023 CIRGULAR
CBIC circular in Oct High Gourt oder:
' ln oct 2023, CBIC amended ... |n an interim order, the HC has

Rule 28(2) to provide that 6T stayed appli,catrbn of the circular

.'K
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\/sc: can't carry

DhananjayMahaPatra.
After nudging De1hi Police to

Rai-era bias to
tag castesn tribes

'history'sheeters'
New Delhi: SuPreme Court had

ruled Police cannot carrY coloni-
al-erabiases against Persons be-

loneins to certain tribes and
Scfr"eduled Castes to mechanical-
lv brand them in their records as

'bad characters' or'history-shee-
ters" and said such archaicmind-
set violated individuais' right to
dignity guaranteed under Article
21 of the Constitution, reports

KOLKATA

0
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SC disposes of

$lernant $oren's
plea ln money

laundering case
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday disposed of a
plea filed by former Jharkhand
CM Hemant Soren seeking a di_
rection to the high court to de_
Iiver its verdict on his petition
challenging his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate in a
money laundering case. A
bench of justices Sanjiv Khan-
na and Dipankar Datta observ_
ed that the petition has become
infructuous as the high court
has delivered its judgment on
May 3 and Soren has already
challenged the same in the SC.

Sorenhad also sousht inter_
im bail for campaigning in the
Lok Sabha elections titt tire
high court delivers its verdict
on his plea against arrest.

"This has become infructu_
ous," the bench told senior ad_
vocates Kapil Sibai and Aru_ ,

nabh Chowdhury who were ao- i
pearing for Soren. Sibal said I

Soren's special leave petition 
I

chailengingthelast week's ver_ i

dict-of thehighcourtiscoming 
I

up for hearing before the tof
court on May 19. He said both
the petitions be heard together
onMaylB.

_ The bench, howeve4 said
Soren's counsel can raise al]
the contentions in the SLp
which wil I come up for hearing
onMayl3. err
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'r HG notice to

Kareena over
'Bible' book title
Jabalpur: Madhya Pradesh
HC has issued a noticeto actor
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
six others on a petition seek-
ing registration of a case
against her for using the word
'Bible' to name her book on
pregnancy, thereby "hurting
the religious sentiments of
Christians".

The HC wants to know
from the actor why the word
'Bible' was used in the title.

The petition was filed by
advocate Christopher Antho-
ny, a residenl of Jabalpuri in
2022 after the release of the
book, 'Kareena Kapoor

tKhan's Preqlancy B i ble'. r r."'r

i.................... ......... ...........{
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ChildPorn case: Delhi HC

turns PIL into revision Petition
vineetuPadhYaY
@timesgrouP.com

ving a chiid) of the Pocso Act

and 1208 (criminal consPiracY)

Section15(2)

in anY
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Jaipur: Ten years after for-
mer IAS officer B B Mohan-
ty was accused of rape by an
MBA student, a special met-
ropolitan court for Pocso
cases in Jaipur acquitted
himonWednesday

The court held that the

rape Gase after 10 years
in

prosecution could not prove
the charges of rape beyond
doubt, and agreed that ghe
had willingly entered into a
relationship with Mohan{z
The courtalso noted that the
woman filed the complaint
almost a year after. rnr.r
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Constitution: People have strong sense
of ownership, ondwant to protect it

This elecnorL there were severol factors at play. Among themwas
the unlikely issue of the Constitntiort In an email interview with

done ertersive reseorch on the srhject and are co-authonng
abooh l\ssemblinglndru's ConstttutionA New History of
ConstitutionMaking', say that the founding document is

o contuwotls conversottonrother than o stattc contract

il Some see the Gonstitution as an 'elite' tablishedtheirownconstitution-makingbody
documertthatwasg[fredtoftecilizerrof lndia. drafted their ovm constitution, and held dis-
lsthat myth your bookseeksto bust? cussions in villages across the Khasi Hills.
Both champions and photo credit: yate university photo credit: tris H6i6 None of theA demands
critics shared an as-
sumption that the Con-
stitution was given to
Indians by benevolent
political elites, and that
the people not only
were not involved, but
had no understanding
of what tltey were get-
ting. However, ample
evidencethatweuncov-
ered, both from hitherto un-
known materials and materials
that were hiding in the open,
suggests that the Indian public
engaged with the future Consti-
tution and turned its making into a site of
struggle. We show that the Constitution-mak-
ing was infused with public engagement on a
very large scale and generated a 'fever of con-
stitutional expectations'. Indians read and
debatedthe anticipated Constitution inarange
of sites: princely states, darbars, trade unions,
refugee camps, temples, mosques and church-
es, within classrooms, in courtrooms, within
civic associations, in tribal villages in deep
forests, and among the diaspora. They alsn
shared their ideas and preferences with those
in charge of drafting it.

t liincethen, did the eve4flay relev.ance olthe
Constftution, and invocations of it, rmne?
No, in fact, even after it was made, people con-
tinued to mobilise around these aspirations
and, in many cases, were successful in chang-
ing the text and/or constitutional meaning
through their struggles. For example, at the
time of Constitution-making, Khasis across
the North-East demanded statehood. They es-

were met in 1950, but
they continued to agi-
tate until they achieved
the state of Meghalaya
thrcugh a constitutional
amendment in 1972.

* Thiselec{hn,wchave
seen the Constitution

In the
tions of the public were concerned
about the possibility of drastic
constitutional changes if the govt
wereto come backto office withan

overwhelming majority Commentators, more
oveq argued that the Constitution is an alien
document; that it is not really the people's
Constitution because it was framed in a lan-
guage that was foreign to them, or because
large parts (about twothirds of it) reproduced
the colonial Government of lndia Act, 1935.
By evoking it during the elections, the public
and opposition parties manifested the strong
sense of ownership of the Constitution arrd
the willingress to protect it. Our research
shows the Indian public acted on the basis that
it belonged to them at the time of its making.
They repeatedly used the term 'our Constitu-
tion', and even made unauthorised transla-
tions of it into vernacular languages, and
conftonted judges and politicians with their
own interpretation of it. While the scale of
opposition led mobilisation around the Con-
stitution in the election was remarkable, it
builds on a long history of mobilisation by
many groups including Dalit political parties,
fibals, minorities, women's organisations etc.

f, Looking at the Gonstitution a3 a social
contract, what assunnces does it ofler lndian
citizerc in tenns of the ruhs ol ergngcment with
the rcpublh?
We suggest tlat the Indian public turned the
Constitution into more than a fixed social
contract. It was never a static founding doc-
ument promulgated by the Constituent As-
sembly in 1950, but a continuous conversa-
tion between the citizens and the state. The
Constitution itself became the very rule of
engagement. Thus, while both the Hindu
Mahasabha and the Communist Party had
been strong critics of the Constitution in
1950, the same year, president of the Hindu
Mahasabha would defend Muslim commu-
nist detainees before the Supreme Court
using the Constitution.

t lhe last time rve have seen sudr consistent
mention ofthe Gonstitrtion was during the 201$
20 GAA-ilRC protest$ What docs it rcpresent in
tenrs of peoph's movements?
The protests were perhaps the most visible
and widespread struggles that invoked the
Constitution, and particulariy its Preamble.
However, people's movements from the out-
set have drawn on the Constitution both to
expand its meaning as well as to enforce it.
Be it expanding the right to food through
litigation and legislation, or more dramati-
cally the Pathalgadi movement (in
Jharkhand) carving the constitutional pro-
tection for tribal areas il the Fifth Schedule
into the landscape.

f Haye we proved once again that the vote
matters to the odinary lndian?
During this election, despite the extreme
heat, masses of people stood in lines waiting
to cast their vote. The key to why the vote
matters so much to Indians lies largely in
its truly equalising power. My book ('How
India Became Democratic') argues that be-
cause of the preparation of the electoral
rolls on the basis of universal adult fran-
chise in anticipation of the Constitution,
Indians became voters before they were
citizens. And that the institutionalisation
of procedural equality for the purpose of
authorising the golt in India's hierarchical
and unequal society turned the idea of In-
dia's democracy and elections into a credible
story for its people. This is why it is all the
more important to protect the integrity of
the electoral process.
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HC
probe agelltst
$verstaying
Sudesh ltat'tr

Kolkata: Calcutta High Court
on Thwsday dlrected the State
Security Control Organisation
(SSCO) to investigate a crimi-
nal case against a Bangladesh
national who overstayed il the
state after his visa expired in
2016, reports Subrata Chatto-
raj. Petitioner Megha Dutta
hadfiIed aplea, seekingPMLA
charges against accused llma
ShankarAgarwala.

The petitioner's counsel,
Rajdeep Pramanik, submitted
thatthe accused was part of a re
al estate group which had been
pumping huge funds from
Bangladesh into Agarwala's bu-
siness in India. The counsel w-
ged the division bench of Chief
Justice TS Sivagnanam and Jus-
tice Hjranmay Bhattacharyya
to include money lawtdering
charges. The division bench no-
ted that the report of the SSCO
stated there was no evidence of
money laundering. It directed
the SSCO to investigate the mat-
ter and refer it to ED if the mo-
ney'laundering charge was pri-
ma facie established.

\. ,:t
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{ SCs tiilIulylsHC ordtays
AIIowrng Gawli's early release

{

ar\
a

Swati.Deshpande under Maharashtra Control sion to a convict and the state@timesgroup.com of Organised CrimeAct.The is, thus, arguingnowthatHClife sentence is life till end of cannot compel govt to re-natural Iife, SC has heid time leasea prisoner.
and again. The state, howev The high court, in itse4 has a remission policy in April had given theplaceforlifers. orde4,

The state had filed a spe-
state four weeks to pass con_

ciai leave petition (SLp)
challenge the

gangster Arun Gulatr Gaw- seeking to

Mumbai: Supreme Court,s
vacation bench on Mondav
stayed till July 15 the remij_
sion and premature release
trom prison perrn itted bv the
tsombay HC to convicted sequential orders for imple_

mentation of the remission.
. . .The state's SLp said Gaw_
tr rs a 'hardened criminal_
turned-politician, convicted
and senlenced to life impris_
onment for his role in a
crrme syndicate case and has
other pending cases against
nrm. includjng some under
the_ srringenr ,MCOCA. It
satd the high co\rrt failed to
consider the pSential im_
pact on society {t large be.
rore permitting Gawli.s re_
tease. SC vacation bench
said since it's a matterof pol-
rcy rt requires consideration
and. thus, stayed implemen_
tatron of the HC judgment.

/t/

li and barred his exit
from custodytillthen.

The SC bench of
Justices Aravind Ku_

tence after an AtJg,2Ot2
viction for murder of

April 5 judgment of
the Nagpur bench of
Bombay HC that per-
mitted the gangster,s
early release, citing a
2006 state policyforre-
mission, called 'pre-

maturerelease policy',
The state, represented by

senior counsel Raja Tha-
kare, said the high court or-
der was " misconceived,, ascon- theiaw provides power to re-Shiv mita sentence to the govt. SCSena corporator Kamlakar had in a 1976 rulingsaidonlyJamsandekar in 2007 as weli govt possesses the sole dis-

sl2008 and 2009 special cases cretion of granting remis-
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evenAdani grp cos get

Sebi show cause notices
New Delhi: Seven out of the
10 listed firms of Adani
group have received show
cause notices from the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) for alleged vl-
olation of related PartY
transactions and non-com-
pliance with listing regula-
tions, the comPanies said in
their reguiatory filings to
the stock exchanges.

While grouP's flagshiP
Adani Enterprises, renew-
abie energy firm Adani
Green EnergY (AGEL) and
city gas distributor Adani
Total Gas said Sebi sent no-
tices of their Parent or hold-
ing company controiled bY

. conglomerate's chairman
: GautamAdani,portscompa-
i ny Adani Ports & SPecial Ec-

i onomic Zone, Adani Powel
ielectricity transmission
i firm Adani EnergY Solu-

tions, and commodities firm
Adani Wilmar saidthev have
received Sebi notices.

Making the dlsclosure as
part of notes to their resPec-
tive Jan-March quarter and
2023-24 financial results
statements, all the firms in
aimost identical statements

, saidthereisnomaterialnon-
compliance with aPPiicable
laws and regulations and no
material consequential ef-

fect. However, auditors of
the companies, excePt those
for Adani Green EnergY
Adani Total Cas and Adani
Wilmar. issued a qualified
opinion on the flnancial
statements, imPlying that
the outcome of the Sebi in-
vestigation maY have a bear-
ing on the financial state-
ments inthefuture.

The conglomerate's ce-

ment companies ACC and
Ambuja Cement said theY
have not received anY notice

Alleged violation of related party

transactions

from Sebi on the matter and
there was no open matter re-
iating to them and any non-
compliance of applicable
regulations. Its media unit
NDTV did not saY anything
about receiving Sebi notices.

The Sebi notices are Part
of a probe that foilowed US
short-seller Hindenburg Re-

search making damning al-
legations of corPoiate fraud
and stock price maniPula-
tion against the Adani
Group in Jan2023. Though
Adani vehemenUY denied all
allegations. the rePort trig-
gered a stock rout that wiped
out about $150 billion of the
group's market value at its
lowest point.

Most of the group stocks
have bounced back as the
ports-to-energY conglomer-
ate plotted a comeback strat-
egy A show cause notice is
not an indictment and seeks
an explanation from entities
as to why legal action shouid
not betaken against them.

AGEL in thefilingon Fri-
day said a short-seller's re-
port (SSR) made certain alle-
gations against some of the
Adani GrouP comPanies.
The matter went to the Su-

gating the matJer while also i

constituting an exPert com- i

mittee to investigate as well i

as suggest measures to :

st rengthen exist i ng laws and :

regulations.TheexPertcom- i

mittee in its May 6, 2023, re- :

port found "no regulaiorY :

failure in respecl ol aPPlica- i

ble laws and regulations"' i

AGEL said. "The Sebi aiso ,

concluded its investigalions i

in22 ol the 24 matters as Per ;

the status rePort dated Aug
25,2023, to the SC."

On J an 3, 2024,the SC dis-
posed of all matters jn vari-
ous petitj.ons, including
those relating to sePnrate in-
dependent investigations re-
lating to the ailegations in
the SSR. Further, the SC di
rected Sebi to comPiete the
pending two investigations,
preferabiy within three
months, and take its investi-
gations (including 22 aI-
ready completedr to their
logical conclusion in accord-
ancewiththelaw.

"During the quarter end-
ed March 3L, 2024, the hold-
ing company has received a
show cause notice from the
Sebi relating to validitY of
Peer Review Certificate
(PRC) of one of joint audi-
tors in earller financial
years, which the holding
company has resPonded to,"
it said. Adani EnterPrises
(AEL) on ThursdaY stated
that it has received the no-
tices from Sebi alleging non-
compliance with Provisions
of the Listing Agreenient
and LODR Reguiations Per-
taining to relatdd PartY
transactlons in resPect of
certain transactions rvith
third parties and vaiiditl'' of
peer review certificates ol
statutory auditors with re-
spect tc eariier Years- AGENCTES

preme Court (SC), which ob-

served that Sebi was investi
1,.:, a

... " .. '. .. ..... . ". ..1" .,
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.tHuman trafficking case: NIA serves

notice to Tiipura homemaker
Biswendu Bhattacheriee I rr.r r.r

Agartala: As a part of the
ongo ing crack-down opera-
tion against a human traf-
ficker's gang in Tripura,
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) issued notice
to 42-yr-old Sonia Aktac a
homemaker from Matina-
garof WestTripura.

According to sources,
NIA had asked her to appe-
ar before the branch office
j.n Guwahati on May 28 but
she had not turned up.

Sonia was summoned
along with two others - Ja-
lil Miah (53) and George Mi-
ah (69) of Belabar after NIA
found them involved in
cross-border crimes and a
human trafficking net-
work. "Jalil and George ap-
peared before the NIA team
on Tuesday After a prolong-
ed interrogation, Jalil was

NIA with the
support of BsF
picked up as many
as 29 border touts
last year who
wer€ found active
in a human
trafficking gang
and have been
under NIA custody

arrested. George was relea-
sed on medical grounds,,,
officials said here on
Thursda5r NIA with the
support of BSFpicked up as
many as 29 border touts last
year who were found active
in a human trafficking
gang and have been under
NlAcustody

The traffickers have a
network on both sides of
the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der, say NIA sources. The

gang is involved inthe traf_
ficking of Rohingya and
underprivileged people
from Bangladesh and bbr-
dering areas of Tripura, to
other Indian cities and co-
untries of the Middle East.

The gang is also invol-
ved in drug smuggling and
making fake Indian docu-
ments and passports from
Tripura, Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharash-
tra. As many as Bg persons

had earlier been arrested in
a related case, which NIA
had taken overfrom Assam
Special Task Force.

Meanwhile, Tripura po-
Iice launched an investiga-
tion into the drug smugg-
Iingnetwork.

Initial probe suggests
the smuggling racket ope-
rated from Myanmar had
been using a routefrom Mi-
zoram to Tripura.-r'
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seeks
Pts

arbitration
with 0z on

seruices trade
New Delhi: India has sought
arbitration Proceedings un-
der the WTO rules against
Australia to resolve an issue
with regard to services sector,
as it could imPact New Delhi's
trade in services, an official
said.

The offlcial said India
has alreadY communicated
lo the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) regarding its
request for arbitration on the
issue.

On Nov 1'1 ,2023' Australia
notifietl to the secretariat of
the WTO about its intentionto
modify its schedule ol sPecif-
ic commitments under the
GATS (General Agreement on
Trade in Services) to incorPo-
rate additional commitments
relating to services domestlc
regulation.

GATS is a WTO agreement
that came into force in 1995. In-
dia is a member of the Gene-
va-based organisation since
1995. WTO is a global tarde
watchdog and adjudicates
trade disPutes among mem-
bernations.

As an "affected member",
Inclia has stated that Austra-
iia's i.ntended modification of
its sPecific commitments
does not satisfY certain condi-
tions, the offi.cia1 saitl.

"Thereafter... India and
Australia entered into nego-
tiations with a view to reac-

hing an agreemenl. The Peri-
od to conclude these negotia-
tions was extended bY mutual
agreement until 19 APril, 2024'

However, no agreement could
be reached. India, herebY, re-
quests arbitration Proceed-
ings with Australia " the offi
cial said.

In Feb in Abu Dhabi, Over
70 WTO nations agree to take
additional obligations under
the General Agreement on
Goods in Services (GATS) to
ease non-goods trade among
themselves and extend simi
1ar concessions to all other
members of theWTO. aceructEs

Page 281 of 373



a-

IY\t Trn&S # Tnm,q
A?&-tu a{, zo.,-,1

v

as Indfrom
Sahib, saYS his counsel

a

Neelxamal@timesgrouP'com

Self-

to fight

Bathinda/Amritsar:
claimed Sikh Preacher,
aratist and "Waris
PunjabDe"chief Am-
ritDaf SinCh has de-

cided to contest the
oarliamentary elec-

iions from Khadoor

sep-

AS an IndePendent
canditlate. tr\rther
formalities to file his
nomination

Sahib Lok Sabha seat
in Punjab as an Inde-
oendent candidate.

His counsel, former MP

Raidev Singh Khalsa, made

ttre announcement on

Wednesday after meeting
him in Dibrugarh jail'
where he is lodged along
with others under the Un-
lavuful Activities Act and
National SecuritY Act' Raj-

dev Khalsa said, "On
Wednesday I had gone to
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Rape
home bulldozed

in MP's Guna
Bhopal: District administra-
tion in MP's Guna on Sunday
razed the house - built on
govt land - of a man who al-
legedly sexually assaulted his
neighbour to pressure her in-
to translerring her family's
property into his name.

The woman, Who lost sight
in one eye and damaged the
other. wason Saturday evening
transferred from Guna Dis-
trict Hospital to Gwalior for
surgery after she recorded tes-
timony in court, police said.

She recounted a month-
Iong ordeal of captivity and
assault by Ayaan Pathan, who
'rubbed chiii powder on her
wounds and sealed her lips
with adhesive to stifle her
cries, police said. Pathan also
hit her eyes with stones. How-
ever, she managed to escape
on Thursday and staggered
Skm through the night to re-
ach Cantonment police sta-
tion on Friday morning. Po-
lice arrested Pathan the same
da5u Officials found Pathan's
one-room house in Nanakhedi
area was built on a govt plot
and several notices had been
servedonhim. rr.rr'r

l

-t
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DwaiPaYan.Ghosh
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sation into Anar's murder
iviii-oepeno on "digital evi-

Ju"." ina the statement of

Itr. *1tn.t..t", regardless of

*f,"tf,". the slain MP's body

parts are fullY recovered or

nlaved a keY role in getting

izi* ou.r to the flat in New

fo*n *t "." 
he was killed'

if," 
-ttrt"rn"nts of the,wil-

nesses and the accused.have

ili"n ,rign"o *ith the digital
Kolkata: The state CID and

Dhaka MetroPolitan Polrce'

*tri.i, ,." investigating the

*oit". of Bangladeshi MP

Anwar Azim Anar, have mat-

ched the digital evidence ac-

cumutatea io far' This inclu-
a". CCIV footage' mobile
.uitt anO mobile location

evidence.not.
Md Ama-

nullah SYed

CID investi-
gators
ThursdaY

tracking."- -' 
Harin-or-Rash id. the chi-

"r 
oi ine aetective branch of

Dhaka MetroPol itan Poltce'

ttu. uit.tt"O tftat the investi-
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Bengaluru: Karnataka
deputy CM DK Shivaku-

vals" were yag-

nas and sac-

rifices at a Shiva

oressed dismaY at being em-

Lroiled in the row and insist-
ed that no ani mal sacrifice is
oart of theirrituals. "This is

anancient temPle andone of
the most PoPular in Kerala'
We dismiss the allegations,"
the temPle's administrative

/shrine in Left-gov-' erned Kerala's
Kannur to "destroY

ble" inKerala

been approached. It is going

on." Shivakumar had said'
On FridaY, the temPle au-

thorities in Kerala ex-
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ff93 Mrm blastst
convict beaten
to deqth in iail

59-year-olcl convict ix the
1993 Mumbai serial

blasts case was thrashed to
death Sunday in KolhaPur's
Kalamba Central Jail bY five
inmates. Munna, whose
known aliases included Mo-
hammad Alikhan and Ma-
nojkumar Bhawarlai GuPta,
was beaten with concrete
andmetal covers of adraina-
ge chamber near the Prison's
bathing well at 7.55am.

Swati Sathe, DIG (Pri-
sons), saidthe motive behind
the attack was Yet to be ascer-
tainetl. But PreliminarY Pro-
be revealed long animositY
between the attackers and
Munna. Munna's attackers
have been identified as Bab-
lu, Pratik, Ruturaj, Sourabh
Vikas Sidh and DlPak Netaji
Khot. TheY face various ca-

ses, hcluding those under
the strixsenl MCOCA. P4
\"-" -: ..2
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AwBomhay
blasts convict

beaten to death
in Kolhapur iail
AbhiieetrPatil@ti mesgroup.com

Kolhapur: A S9-year-o1d con-
vict in the 1993 Bombay serial
blasts case was thrashed to
death Sunday in Kolhapur's
Kalamba Central Jail by five
inmates. Munna - whose
known aliases included Mo-
hammad Aiikhan and Mano-
jkumar Bhawarlal Gupta -was beaten with concrete and
metal covers of a drainage
chamber near the prison's
bathing well at 7.55am.

Swati Sathe, DIG (Pris-
ons), said the motive behind
the attack was yet to be ascer-
tained. Preliminary investi-
gations revealed long animos-
ity between the attackers and
Munna. "There are four Bom-
bay blasts convicts in Kalam-
ba. For their safet5l we will
separate them from regular
inmates. If required, we will
shift them to other prisons,"
Sathe said. Munna was
brought to Kalamba jail in
2013. He had completed his
original 14-year sentence but
SC in 2007 enhanced his puni-
shment to a life term. Munna
had escorted prime accused
Tiger Memon lrom Mumbai
to Raigad for the landing of
RDX and arms before the
blasts on March 12, 1993, that
killed over 250 people and in-
jured over 1,400. Munna's at-
tackers were Babiu, Pratik,
Ruturaj, Sourabh Vlkas Sidh
and Dipak Netaii Khot.
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Stepdad found
guilty of kiiling

actor, five
rclatlyes in tll

Mumbai: Thirteen
years after actor Laila
Khan and five of her
family were killed and
buried at their Igatpuri
thrmhouse, a session.
court
victed

Parvez
Tak, for
t"he mur-
ders. Lai-
la, whose
original

Reshma
seen in the 2008 movie
'Wafa: A Deadlv
Story'with Rajesh

Love
Khan-

na. rpeots Rebecca Sa-
mervel.

Judge Sachin Bal-
vant Pawar is likely to
pronounce the sentence
on Tuesda5z Maximum
could be death, mini
mum life. Tak (48), a na_
tive of Kashmil has been
in jail since his arrest in
2012. Latla, her mother
Selina. siblings Azmina.
Imran and Zara, and
nrece Reshma went mis_
sing in Feb 2011. A mis-
sing persons' complaint
was filed by Lailab own
father, who was Selina's
flrst husband.

Police said Tak sus-
pected Selina of adul-
tery The chargesheet al-
so said Tak killed the six
out of anger as he lvas
not given a share of the
money the family had re_
cetved from business
deals with a Dubaibasert
man.

Page 288 of 373



aug fwbs a0 ANaA
f\flY t8,2"2,1

Victimasked fof
necklace hefor€
Hwhstn muder

Rupak Baneriee lrrur,r

Howrah: The demand for an
expensive gold necklace co_
uld have led to the daylight
murder on a platform at the
Howrah railway station,s
new complex on Wednesday
afternoon.

Investigations into the
. killing of a 3S-year-old Bong-

aon woman, Sonali Biswas
alias Rwivu, by Maharashtra
resident Mungesh yadav ha-' ve revealed that the woman
had demanded a gold neckla-

. ce worth several lakhs from
the accused, with whom she
had a romantic relation earli-
er.

The accused
claimed Sonati
and her hus-
band, Pintu, had

The two child-
ren need coun-

their mother's
gruesome murder
A officer

ce have advised the victim,s
husband to take the two child-
ren for counselling as they
had witnessed their mother,s
gruesomemurder.

Pintu told police on
Thursday that he, along with
his wife, two children and the

accused,
went to Na-
badwip on
Wednesda5z

From there, they came to Ho-
wrah station to see off yadav,
who was to leave on Gitanjali
Express.

Howrah City police DC
North Bishop Sarkar said,
"After the murder, pintu and
others assaulted yadav, frac-
turing his shin bone. He has
been admittedto HowrahDis-
trict Hospital. We will inter-
rogate him after recovery We
are also concerned about the
mental health of Sonali,s two
children, who watched their
motherbeingkilied." /?z?;{

extorted Rs 10 lakh from him
in two instalments earlier
and had then made the neck_
lace demand. The trio used to
work in a hotel-cum-lodge in
Mumbai.

On Thursday Howrah Ci-
ty Police sources said the wo_
man had been demanding a
necklace from the accused
and threatened to otherwise
break irp their extra-marital
affair: Mungesh had arrived
from Mumbai a few days ago
and gone to the couple,s hou_

\ se to discuss the matter. poli

STABBED ON
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ri{Bowbazar blast : B omb -make r
on life term appeals for release

Subnta Ghattorai I rnr.r

Kolkata: The Calcutta High
Court on Monday stayed till
J;.trle 24 the single bench or-
der directing the West Beng-
aI State Sentence Review Bo-
ard(SSRB) to considerthe re-
Iease of life convict Md Kha-
lid, the bomb-maker in the
1993 Bowbazar blast case in
which 69 people were killed.

Six persons, including
satta don Rashid Khan, were
sentenced for life by the Cal-
cutta High Court under the
provisions of the Terrorist
and Disruptive (Prevention)
Act(TADA).

A file photo of Bowbazar blast
accused Rashid Khan and others

The powerful blast had re-
duced an entire building on BB

Ganguly Street into rubble.
While Khan, along with

four others, has been in jail
for the past 31 years, one of
the convicts was released un-
der the provisions of the
West Bengal Correctional
Services Act after he turned
blind. Chief Justice T S Si-
vagranam held that getting a
remission was not a funda-
mental right of the convict
prisoner. The division bench
wanted to examine aII the
aspects of the case. incl uding
what impact the proposed
premature release of the con-
vict would have on the com-
munity

Page 290 of 373



TVIV Tn6s a( Tr.cor,rA
Suuy g 2oLy

=--

Woman killedafterBMW
hits two-wheeler in Mumhai

F Law Equal For All,
No One Will Be

Spared: Maha CM
Mumbai: A woman died af-
ter the two-wheeler on which
she was travelling with her
husband was hit by a BMW
car in Mumbai's Worli area
in the early hours of Sunday
a police official said. The
woman, identified as Kaveri
Nakhwa (45), was travelling
with her husband Pradip on
the arterial Annie Besant
Road when the luxury car
driver lost control around
5:30am, the Worli police sta-
tion official said.

"Kaveri Nakhwa fell on
the road. Passersby alerted
police about the incident.

Cops inspect the damaged BMW at Worli police station in Mumbai

=fl

Rajrishi Rajendrasingh Bi-
dawat have been booked and
detained. the Worli police
station official said.

Speaking about rhe inci-
dent, Maharashtra CM Ek-
nath Shinde said the law was
equal for everyone and no
one would be spared. Asked
if the man involved in the
Mumbai accident was a Shiv
Sena leader's son, the CM
just said: "The law is equal
for all and govt sees every
case in the same way There
will be no separate rule for
this accident. Everythlng
will be done as per the taw.,,
"The police will not shield
anyone. The Mumbai acci-
dent is unfortunate. I have
spoken to the police depart-
ment to take strict action,,'
headded. pl

:-

She was rushed to civic-run
Nair Hospital where doctors
declared her dead on arrival.
Kaveri and her husband are
fisherfolk and were on their

way home in Worli Koliwada
from Sassoon Dock in Cola-
ba," he said. The driver of
the car, Rajesh Shah, and one
more occupant identified as

t
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Police
Bhole Baba

releases video
gn his first detailed respon-
i seto theHathras stampede
athis satsang inwhich 121pe-
ople were kiJled, Surajpal
Singh, also known as Bhole
Baba, on Saturday said the
"mischief-makers" and "an-
ti-social elements" behind
the tragedy would not be spa-
red and u-rged followers to
have faith in the administra-
tion. Singh has not beer
named in the FIR; seven or
ganisers are already in cus
tody Even as police is sear
ching for Singh, his lawyer
confirmed cooperation with
the investigation. The Na.
rayan Sakar Hari fust wo.
uld take care of the.educa.
tion, health and wedding ex-
penses of the victims' famili-
es, the lawyer said.

Page 293 of 373



aW*, hn€s a( f/.rol,A

5ruY L, zoz\

Ragging death: JU
to allow accused to
defend themselves

Poulami.Roy@timesof 
i ndia.com

Kolkata: Jadavpur University
will send show_cause notices to
those accused in the ragging case
in wntch a lst-year student died
rast year While ratifying the pu_
nrsnments recommended by the
anti-ragging commjttee, ttre uni_
versity's Executive Council that
met on F?iday decided to imple-
ment the recommendations aiter
giving the accused an opportuxi-
ty to defend themselves.

EC took a resolution after a
meet in g that presenl. ex-students
and outsiders wilJ be given an op_portunity to .,respond,, 

to show-
car.rse and if anyone seeks any av_
ailable material including their
oeposttion ih any form, it wi.ll be
Frovided by the authority as per
raw some students gheraoed EC
IT:T.b..: includins officiating
VC Bhaskar Gupta tiII 3 am.
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'stT chief: Hathras

evidence suggests

culPabiliW of

event oryanisen
DeePakLavania

@timesofindia'com

Hathras: Aulhorities, in-

"iii*^tl.g 
Tuesday.'s

stampede at a 'satsang- ln

iiriti"t have recorded 9o

.statements. incl ud ing tnose

"Iir," 
orrl and SP as well as

;rP ;;;ih department offi-

I"t.. *t o *,"aged the situ-

iiionloilo* ing the ragedY""L,rrPu* Kulshr-estha'
anC'ia'ei, zonel and head

of the SIT Probing the stam-

i"a.i",ut tlaimed 121 lives'

ioid PTl. "Evidence sug-

e-eis cufPaUiti tY on the Part
iiir,. 

"u""t't 
organisers"'

t,ate on FridaY' the Iawy-

er of main accused DevPra-

r.r.i, 
-l'l"an"kar 

claimed
',riui'r," 

r-tuo surrendered in

ilJ-rrirno been taken into
Irtti"a, uv UP Police' Mad-

hukar, the 'mukhYa seva-

;; ;i the satsans where

iil* siumP*0" occurred' is

;ii;;;i, accused named in
;;; ilR. Six other sevadars

i.,r:r"- n""' arrested and

Kulshrestha said more arr-

ests werelikelY

)Conspiracy angle' P 10
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accused to be qtzzed to track down'absconder'
Rebecca.Samervel@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A special trial court on Mon-
day granted permission to police to
question arrested 26,/11 Mumbai terror
attack accused Abu Jundal whiie in cus-
tody to help establish the identity of a
key absconding accused. Jundal is the
sole accused on trial in the case.

The Crime Branch sought permis-
sion to question Jundal about freshly ac-
quired information received onthe iden-
tification. Jundal has been in custody in
the case since his arrest in 2012.

"Prosecution filed an application for
permission to interrogate accused Say-
yed Zabiuddin Sayyed Zakiuddin Ansari

alias Abu Jundal... Application is hereby
allowed," speciaijudge ItN Rokade said.

Thejudge said that the Taloja Central
Jail superintendent is to permit officers to
confront Jundalwith the information and
to record statement, if any in presence of
jail authorities. Thejudge grantedtheper-
mission from Tuesday till Saturdav from
10amto5pm.

The officers... are also permitted to
carry laptop, digital device and other reg-
uisite statidnery injail, and authorities to
make arrangement, theiudge said.

In 2016, a special trial court convicted
12 persons, including Jundal, and sen-
tenced them to life in the Aurangabad
arms haul case. Jundal is suspected to

have been a handler of the 10 Pakistani
terrorists involved in the attacks.

The supplementary chargesheet fil-
ed dgainst him in Oct 2012 said Jundal
had trained the 26111 gunmen to contact
Indian electronic media and mislead
them. "When the 10 terrorists attacked
the targeted sites in Mumbai, mislead-
ing messages were despatched to vari-
ous news channels. The objective was to
confuse investigating agencies and mis-
lead public," the chargesheet said.

The crime branch said instructions
and motlvational inputs were provided
to terrorists at Nariman House (Chabad
House), and Oberoi Trident and Taj Ma-
hal and the other handlers.
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in sexual assault case8-day custody for Surai Revanna
Bengaluru:FormerPMHD
Deve Gowda's son and JD(S)
MLC Suraj Revanna, who
was arrested on charges of

chief
rate's
cials investigating the case

sought his custodY for 14

metropolitan magist-
court where CID offi-

brother and former MP Praj-
wal Revanna was lodged till
MondaY afternoon. Prajwal,
too, is in custodY in a sexual

Reddy CH, deputy insPector
general of police, CID.

"We didn't question Su-

rai much on MondaY as we

brbught him to CID oflice in
the evening and some PaPer-
work was stili Pending. The
actual interrogation will

davs. The court, however, re-
minded Suraj in custodY for
eight days. Police sources
said Sura.l has been kept in
the same room in CID head-

A senior Police officer
said deputy SP from the
homicide and burglarY
wing, The Probe is being su-
pervised bY Sudheer Kumar ing," police sgurces said. rNN \

assault case.
sexually abusing a 2l-Year'
old male PartY worker, was
Monday remanded in Police
custody for eight daYs.

Suraj was Produced be-

fore the 42nd additional

start from TuesdaY morn-

quarters where his Younger
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case: CV,

Balkrishna get }nd
summons in25 daYs

PankulShanna
@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: The court of
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Rahul Kumar Shrivastav in
gariawar on FridaY issued

aoa*oart, for the second

related to
medicinesfor high
BP. diahetes, goitrc,
oliucoma and high
[hohsterol,leading
to the cancellation
of their licences

time in 25 days, to Yoga guru

Ramdev and his associate
Acharva Balkrishna' for
failing to aPPear before

"ourtln 
a case registered bY

Avush dePartment related
to misleading advertise-
ments of Coronil drug'

The action followed an

order bY SC last month'
*tti.t t"a to canceliation of
14 druss manufactured bY

Pataniiti. Court fixed the

next liearing on June T The

mislead ing advertisements
included claims related to
medicines for conditions

trict Avurvedic and Unani
officer against Divya Phar-

-^.v undPatanjaii AYurved
iid on .tPrit ro. The court af-

1er a PreliminarY hearing'
iraO orOereO Ramdev and

AcharYa Balkrishna to aP-

oearonMaYl0.
Additional Prosecution

officer Devmani Pandey told
TOI that fresh summons
were issued to the duo' Ram-

rlev and AcharYa Balkrish-
na. along with the comPla'int
coov NolablY. the aPex court
alio rePrimanded the state

drug Iicensing authoritY for
not taking any acllon

The advertisements
included claims

against Patanjali.

I

I

i

I

I

L

I

such as high blood Pressure'
diabetes, goitre. glaucoma

u.ta ttigt', iholesterol. Iead-

ing to"tte canceliation of
their licences.

The case was filed bY d is-
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rActMst Patkar founa Snilty irf)
defame suit filed by Delhi LG

Vineet Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court
convicted activist Medha
Patkar on Friday in a defa-
mation complaint lodged
against her by VK Saxena,
incumbent lieutenant gover-
nor of De1hi. Saxena had fi-
Ied the defamation suit as
president of the National Co-
uncii of Civil Liberties aga-
inst the veteran social acti
vist for her defamatory press
release against him in 2000.

She had also filed a case
against Saxena for publis-
hing advertisements against
her and her organisation,
Narmada Bachao Andolan.
Saxena had filed two other
cases against Patkar for ma-

derogatory remarks

against him on TV and issu-
ing a defamatory press state-
mentagainsthim.

Metropolitan magistrate
Raghav Sharma said that re-
putation was "one of the
most valuable assets a per-
son can possess" because it
affected both personal and
professional relationships
and could significantly im-
pact an individual's standing
in society 'Accused's state-
ments, calling the complai-

defamatory per se but also
crafted to iacite negative per-
ceptions," the court said.

The court convicted Pat-
kar of criminal defamation
under which she may be pu-
nished with ajailterm of two
years or fine or both. Argu-
ments on the quantum of
sentence will be heard on
May 30. The court said the ac-
tivist's accusation that Saxe-
na had mortgaged people of
Gujarat and their resources
to foreigrr lnterests was a di-
rect attack on his integrity
and public service. The court
noted that Saxena's testimo-
ny, demonstrated that Pat-
kar's defamatory statements
not only questioned his in-

nant a coward, and alleging tegrity but also fa.lsely asso-
his involvement in hawala ciated him with activities
transactions were not only contrarytohispublicstance.
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4v\ove over Jamtara & 460/o of
cyber fraud here stemsfrom SEAsia

1
, - .1.rL

BhartiJain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Jamtara and Me-wat have been upstaged as
notspots of financiai cyberraud in India. with +e 4 of
d-efrauded. money now being
tost to cybercrimes origina-
trng tn southeast Asian cou-
n.tries such as Cambodia,
rvtyanmar and Laos_

Organised cybercrime
gangs. according to Indian
uyber Crime Coordination
centre (I4c) cEo Rajesh Ku_
mar, are operating ..corpora-
te style" from hubs ia ihese
countries. hiring Indian.iob-
seekers through iltegat re_
crurtment agents and then
9gmpeUing them to defraud
fellow citizens in India.

p 3.2[nule
in last 4 & over
URLs and

tated the return of 860 Indi
ans trapped in these cybercri_
me units. with 60 more due to
return from Cambodia soon.

According to Kumar, Rs
1,420 crore was lost to 62,587
mvestment scams, Rs 222 cro_
r^e-to 20,048 trading scams, Rs
120 crore to 4,600 digital arrest
scams and Rs lA crore to I,72S
romancezdating scams, alI
ongrnating from southeast
Asta between Jan and Apriirnrsyear. 

l

I4C and state Iaw enforce_
ment agencies have rracked
oown on some of these illegai
recru i tment agents. The fore_
lgn mlnistry has so far facili-

doesn't rule out
involvement in these

as many Chinese
work in these hubs

, . !?rt year. more than one
raKh rnvestment scams origi_
nating from the region were
reported on Indian national
cybercrime reportin g portal
and 10.000 FIRs registerid.

)Over 6[ plaints in 202d p 5
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State can't reiect
resignations citing
public interest: HC

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
urt on Friday ruled that the
state cannot block a radio-di-
agnosis associate profes-
sor's resiglation citing
"public interest" for choo-
sing to quit a state-run medi-
cal college and join IIT Kha-
ragpur's multispecialty me-
dical unit. The state had tur-
ned down the resigrration
plea of the senior medical
academic, stating "in the
greater interest of public
service as there is acute
shortage of vacancy under
WBMES". The HC asked the
state to accept the resigna-
tion within 24 hours.

Bengal advocate general
Kishore Dutta had tried to
argue in the HC that there is
ari acute shortage of associ-
ate professors (ln state-run
medical colleges). Dutta ar-
gued the refusal to accept the
resignation "is to serve pub-
I ic i n terest, so as to maintain
optimum level of medical
education and service ln the
State Government".

A division bench of Jus-
tice Harish Tandon and Jus-
tice Madhuresh Prasad did

not agree with the state's Io-
gic. The HC sald while it sha-
res the state's anxiety, this
"gives rise to a larger ques-
tion as to who is responsible
for accumulation of a large
number of vacancies, where
situation has become alar-
ming". It also asked can the
state deprive "its employee a
chance of better career op-
tion to better his prospects
inlife".

The HC said it had come
across four such pleas ln the
past (in which resigrrations
were turned downby the sta-
te). And in aII cases, the HC
had said that it had held the-
re is no provision in the ser-
vice rules thatallows the sta-
te "with an absolute discre-
tion to rejecta resignation or
to compel an employee to re-
main in service, in spite of
resignation having been
submitted". "We thus record
our disapproval with the
manner in which such legal-
Iy unsustainable grounds
are repeatedly being taken
by the State to refuse resig-
nation of staff serving the
WBMES..." theHC said. rrur.r
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age-related d iscrimination'
lmages

group's abilities and skills
while the oldest age group
experienced the privilege of
age-based and senioritv-
based respect.

Surprisingi5q 42% of
women reported experienc-
ing or witnessing ageism,
compared to 37% of men,
clearly a reflection of how
ageism at work intersects
with other dimensions of di-
versity it added.

'Ageism is one of the
most overlooked uncon-
scious biases made at the
workplace across levels.
Overcoming ageism re-
quires a conscious effort to
recognise and challenge
stereotypes to create an envi-
ronment where experience
and fresh perspectives are
equally valued. By fostering
an inclusive culture that em-
braces employees of all ages,

organisations can harness
the lull potential of their
workforce, driving collabo-
ration, innovation, and
growth," Randstad India ma-
naging director and CEO Vis-
wanathPS said.

The Ageism in the Work-
place'study is based on qual-
itative survey lncluding Fo-
cus Group Discussions
(FGD) and individual inter-
views among Human Re-
source heads and C-suite ex-
ecutives across age groups,
sectors and regions in India.
It also included quanritative
survey among 956 respon-
dents across job levels, in-
dustries and Iocations.

The study further re-
vealed that the sectors with
the highest proportions of
respondents who had experi.
enced ageism were pharma,
healthcare and iife science
(43%), business process out-
sourcing or IT-enabled ser-
vices (43%), and construc-
tion, infrastructure, and real
estate (41%).

Most employees from
multinational corporations
(MNCs) headquartered
in India reported higher
instances of ageism, with
41% affirming they faced
age-related biases, the study
said. aeeucrEs ,/t

The data suggested that younger age grcups faced
more age discriminations than older age gruups ils
there was a general lack of trust in the youngest
age group's abilities and skills while the oldest age
group experienced the privilege ofage-based and
seniority-based respect

Mumbai: Overall 31% of
employees in India have ex-
perienced age-related dis-
criminations across sectors
with the highest prevalence
reported in multinational
companies, a study said on
Monday

The Agelsm in the Work-
place' study by talent compa-
ny Randstad India revealed
that 31% of employees in In-
dia have experienced dis-
criminations due to their age
and such discriminations
are mostly prevalent during
recruitment process, espe-
cially in job advertisements
of organisations.

About 61% respondents
said job advertisements in
India have age biases (quali
fying age criteria or years of
experience), itadded.

In India around 42% of
employees interviewed,
aged below 55 years, have ex-
perienced or witnessed
ageism or age related dis-
criminations at their work-
places, compared to 29o/o

aged above 55 years, said the
study

The data suggested that
younger age groups faced
more age discriminations
than older age groups as
there was a general lack of
trust in the youngest age
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f+Eli i*{i$ *emder' 
i"{sp&cnte of the
s{i#ttr award fmr

,,,i.-n$ ffi&? d *tiH*a Smal

Trurs illrws Nerwonx

l,iew Delhi: An Indian soldier,
rriaik Dhananjay Kumar
iilngh, will be posthumously
ironoured by the UN on Thurs-
,t,t:* vrhile Indian Armypeace-
Ji,r.per, Major Radhika Sen,
:,,ili he glven the 2023 Military
',eilder Advocate of the Year
i-.rVi}fd.

i{aik Si.ngl, wholaid down
his life while
servlng with
the UN Stabili-
sation Mission
in the Demo-
cratic Repub-
lic of Congo

,l|!{ONIJSCO), will be among
i r re 6,1 peacekeepers to be hon-
i , rrrrd i)osthumously with the
i':ag Hammarskjold medal by
Iii\l secretary-general Anto-

, r iiO Guterres at a ceremony in
i, r.lv YOtk.

e ur^rres described Major
;r'n, lvho also servedwithMO-
i'lii500 from March 2023 to
,,y:r'i1 2024, as a "true leader
aird role model" whose ser-
vi*e was a credit to the UN as a

',vj i{r!le. i\{ajor Sen, who served
;is; the commander of MO-
IdUSCO's engagement pla-
;.oon for Indian Rapid Deploy-
inr:nt Battalion, and her
ir:.ropFr engaged with conllict-
:llfected communities, includ-
irg women and girls, in an es-
r-.rlating confl ict environment

North Klvu.A
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sore district on FYiday morn-
ing, reporls Kishan Sahu.

The boy a Class IV student
in Banchhanidhi English Me-
dium School in Padmapur,
stayed in the school hostel. Na-
rayan had returned after the
summer vacation on Sunda5z
He was rushed to the district
headquarters hospital, where
the doctors declared him dead-
.Police have registered a case.
The Balasore collector has or-
ileredaninquiry

.'.,'.,.,{
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/{ Girl,9, from Kerala Eievously hurt in London shooting

i nineyear-old girl from
1..''. Cothurutfr in Kerala's

,l :;. Prnakulam was shot
Wednesday in a drive-bY shoo-
tingat a London restawant.

Lissel Maria is rePortedlY
fighting for life. She had been
having dinner inside the res-

taurant with her familY when,
according to reports,
tacker on a motorbike opened

premises, iniudng

fire on three men sitting outsi- shot when a hrearm was disch-

llsselMarhwas having de the premises. "Lissel is the arged from a motorbike, " detec-
tive chief superintendent Jam-

dinner ircftle the faterY
with herfamilywhen an

daughter of Ajeesh and Vina-
ya, who hails from Gothuruth.
Her grandmother lives here,"

attackeron a motorbike said Jomy Josy Gothuruthu
ward member of Chenda-

her land High Street in HackneY 3

and a 9-year-old girl were

es Conway said in a video Post-
ed on X for HackneY Poiice. Co-

nate nature of gun crime.

nway added: "We do notbelieve
thal the girl and lhe men injw-
ed were known to each other As

the at-

opened fircon $rce men

sitting oubidethe
mangalampalchaYat.

'At 9.20 last night, on Kings- with any child, she was an inno-
cent victim of the indiscrimi-

h
men " tNtt

"/
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'Actor names missin$.retired judge
Suman.Chatraborti
@timesgroup.com

on Saturda5i ..Jt is
liustrating and ir-

retired justice Naravan
Chandra Sit. who Lad
gone to cast his vote at a
booth in the Metropoli_
tan area uncler KolkataNorth parliamentarv
constituency discove-
red that his name had
been deieted from the
voters' iist. His neighbo-
urs protested and the re_
tired judge was eventu_
ally allowed to vote.
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After
lGl, Delhihosps

get homh threats
:-1-.wo dozen establish-
.}' ments in Delhi, inclu-

ding several hospitals, on
Sunday received hoax ema-
ils about a bomb at their
premises, promoting mas-
sive mobilisation of diffe-
rent units. A similar email
was received at IGI airport
too. Police carried out sear-
ches and sanitised all areas,
but nothing suspicious was
found. Two weeks ago, seve-
ral schools had been sent
such mails. Police suspect
thesamesetof senderstobe
behind the latest threats. r,

I
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Contract talks with France on Rafale

buy for Navy to kick offthis week
ted by France in Dec in re-
sponse to India's letter of re-
quest (LoR) for the acquisi-
tion of zz single-seatjets and
four twin-seat trainers, along

fi

Raiat Pandit@ti mesgrouP,com

New Delhi: India will kick
off official contract negotia-
tions with France this week
for the mega acquisition of 26

Rafale-Marine fighters for
over Rs 50,000 crore, with the
Navy keen on inducting the
supersonic jets for its two air-
craft carriers as soon as Pos-
sible ilue to the exPanding
Chinese threat in the
Ind ian Ocean region.

A team of French govt of-
ficiais, fighter-manufacturer
f)assault and weapon sys-
tems integrator Thales,
among others, is arriving on

with weapons, simulator,
crew trainlng and lo-

"It took time to examine

necessity on July 13 last Year

the voluminous LoA with its
offet technical sPecifica-
tions, costs and other details.
The CNC is headedbY an offi-
cial from the MoD acquisi-
tions wing and includes reP-
resentatives from the NavY"
an official said.

)Desi fighter- P 7

May 30 for talks with the Indi-
an defence ministrY's con-
tract negotiation committee
(CNC). This comes after MoD
and Navy evaluated the letter
of acceptance (LoA) submit-

I
I

I

Page 312 of 373



aVO Ttnfi.S a$ Trrtst&
duz-'f Jrzozv

t\
YZ

.................:..:z::

Pondfill-up: KMC to file FIR
o

agamst cops if they fail to act
Saikat.Ray@ti mesof i n d ia.com

Kolkata: If a local police station
did not take any action on compla-
ints by the KMC against the filiing
up of water bodies, the civic body
would file an FIR against the offi
cer-in-charge concerned at Lalba-
zar,rnayor Firhad Hakim said on
Saturday He clarified that in case
police failed to take action initially
the civic officials would lodge a se-
cond complaint but if cops did not
act on it even the second time,
KMC would go to Lalbazar.

On receiving a complaint from
a citizen during the weekly inter-
active session of 'Talk to Mayor',
Hakim said there were instances
of police stations faiiing to take ac-
tion despite complaints and FIRs
lodged by the KMC on coming
across illegal filling up of water
bodies. "We need to conserve wa-
ter bodies in the city This is top
priority We cannot be lackadaisi-
cal in this matter. Our people will
have to be more vigilant . But police
have to be proactive as wel1. If we
see that no action is taken despite a
first FIR, we will file another FIR.
If there isno action even afterthat,
we will lodge an FIR agailst the
OC of the police station at Lalba-
zar,"Hakimsaid.

In the past 12-14 months, more

Land sharks often fill up ponds by
dumping waste and debris in them

^1s We need to conserve
G water bodies in the

U ;1r,il,:'*,ii'.'i, * o.
lackadaisical. Our people
will have to be more vigi-
lant. But police have to be
proactive as well
Firhad Hakim I ror-rara uavon

than 60 water bodies of varying si-
zes have reportedly been filled up
in Behala to Joka, Tollygunge to
Jadavpur and neighbourhoods off
E M Bypass. Most of these ponds
were reportedly filled up by land
sharks, using construction debris
and demolition waste. To prevent

the use of construction debris in
filling up of water bodies, a recyc-
ling plant was opened in Rajarhat
so that demolition waste couid be
transported there directly But the
plant has been lying idie for a year
now. KMC has approached the traf-
fic division of Kolkata Poiice to in-
tercept trucks at check nakas and
stop those ferrying construction
waste. "Hakim had himself inter-
cepted one such truck iast Dec and
asked police to seize the waste ma-
terial that he suspected was being
transported to fill up a water body
in the Behala-Joka area," an offici-
alpointedout.

The KMC environment depart-
ment has earmarked the Behala-
Joka belt and some neighbourho-
ods off EM Bypass as 'red zones' in
terms of illegal filling up of water
bodies. Those areas apart, several
stretches in Tollygulge to Jadav-
pur are also being monitored. An
environment department official
said, "We have sent notices to ow-
ners of water bodies and some bu-
ilders, directing them to stop fil-
ling them up to protect the envi-
ronment. We have lodged FIRs aga-
inst such illegal activities across
several KMC wards. We have also
started reclaiming ponds that had
been filled up with construction

rlrli
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U, collapsss on

court, dies

Jakafta: An'outstanding"
17-year-old Chinese
badminton player died of
cardiac arrest after
collapsing on court during a
tournament in lndonesia,
officials said on Monday.
Zhang Zhijie was suddenly
taken illduring amatch late
Sunday againstJapan's
Kazumalhwano atthe Asia
Junior Championships in
Yogyakarta"

The score was 11-11 in the
first game when Zhang fell to
the floor between points. The
teenager received treatment
at the venue and was rushed
to hospifal by ambulance,
but passed away later that
night after repeated efforts
to resuscitate him failed.

"Medical conclusions...
indicated thatthe victim
experienced sudden cardiac
arrest " Broto Happy,
spokesmanforthe
Badminton Association of
Indonesia (PBSI),told a press

conference in Yogyakarta"
Zhang's parents were

heading to the city to retrieve
his body, hesaid.The
spokesmandefendedthe
actions of medical staff and
local organisers after
footage showed what
appeared to be a hesitant
response to the teenager
falling face down on the
court. He said that medical
teams had to wait for the
refereeto letthem on the

4 *courl loenors
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CM lashes out at Siliguri
civic body, dissolves SIUA

Roshan Gupta@timesgroup,com

Siliguri: Chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Monday
iashed out at the Trinamool
Congress-run civic body in
Siliguri for the town's drin-
king water crisis and anno-
unced the dissolution of the
SiliguriJalpaiguri Develop-
ment Authority (SJDA) for
its utter failure in taking up
development work.

The moves found reso-
nance among the township's
citizens, with residents po-
inting to the proionged scar-
city in drinking water supp-
15r Siliguri mayor Goutam
Deb said he wouid lollow the
CM's directives. "I cannot
comment on anything regar-
ding the meeting chaired by
CM Mamata Banerjee. We
will only follow her direc-
tions. At present, there is no
water problem in Siliguri.
There was some disturbance
due the flash flood in Sikkim
last October. The river's em-
bankment at Gajoidoba was
damaged. But the problem

CM Mamata Baneriee speaks in
Nabanna on Monday

has been resolved now and
water supply has been resto-
red," he said. He pointed to
silt deposition in the Teesta
during the floods but clai-
med the challenging situa-
tion had been overcomewith
the help of the public health
engineering and irrigation
departments.

Residents, howeve4 refu-
ted Deb claims and said the
water scarcity persisted.
"We have to fill buckets from
the pipelines near drains.
The water woes in Siliguri
happens throughout the ye-
an The problem intensifies

during summer as most
wells go dry and we have to
rely on taps. We are forced to
buy packaged drinking wa-
ter to meet daily require-
ments," said ward 46 resi-
dent Jordan Henr5r

In Siliguri, warer is
drawn from the Teesta-Ma-
hananda canal and carried
to the treatment plant. The
water is purified by the civic
body Water flows from Ful-
bari to around 16 overhead
tanks and around four un-
derground reservoirs at dif-
ferent places of the town
through a network of pipeli-
nes, which are maintained
by the PHE. From the reser-
voirs, another network of pi
pes carlies water to all 4T
wards. \Yard 43 resident Ran-jit Sahani said, "The water
comes on time but there is no
tap. Moreover, when a pipe
leaks otbusts, there is an in-
ordinate delay in repair that
can range from days to
months."

) Continued on P 4:l

:
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1:li .';l from Hasnabad owned a
.1,',,' .l horsebutwasforcedtosell
it during the lockdown. He in-
tends lo buy another from thc So-
nepurfairthis Nov

"Many horse owners belongto
the lolv-income group who stake
everything in the races hoping to
make it big," said Baitul Tarafdar,
an organlser of a horse race at
Kandihati in Minakhan in North
24 Parganas. The races offer cash
awards ranging t'rom Rs 6,000 to
Rs 15,000. The top race is in Joyna-
gar, considered the derby among
50-odd races held in a season, offe-
ring a gold chaj.n to the winner.

"To maintain a horse costs
around Rs 300 per day and most of
therfl have more than one hor>e in
their village homes," said Habi
bulNlollah Mondal. afarmer. wtro
also bought a four-year-old stal-
lion from Sonepur which is this
season's top-ranked horse and
has won several races.

"Our forefathers were invol-
ved in this century's old rural
sporr and we are now carrying on
their iegacy although there are
hardly any monetary returns,"
said Nur Islam Mollah (55), who
has been i nvolved in horse racing
for two decades and iS a fourth-ge-

(Above) The crowd at a race; (R) a
race being held in Meenakhan

neration horse owner.
Moliah, who works as a head

tailor of a leather wallet unit at
his village in Dakshin Barasat,

To maintain a horse
costs around Rs 300
per day and most of
them have more

than one horse in their
village homes
Habibul Mollah Mondalj-+acrar*--

bought a 3-year-old stailion for Rs
1.3 lakh from Sonepur fair. Aro-
und 165 horses are participating
in various races this -vear. "Our
horses can easily compete in
terms of speed. even on this une-
ven surface and without horses-
hoes, compared to the country's
famous racecourse horses," said
Mollah, who hasbeento Kolkata's
famous Royal Calcutta Tutf Club
several times to get a taste of the
profess i onal horse raci n g circu i t5

fr-*- -*d-- "*-*&.m"*.t
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(Copdos & don'ts after "

jewelleryrobbery spate
Dwaipayan Ghosh &

Mayulh Sengupta I ruru

Kolkata: Instatrl digital vi-
deo recorder of CCTV came-
ras at secret spots, preferably
with proper monitoring, dis-
play ornaments of light we-
ight and install panic but-
tons: These are some of the
advisory that Bengal Police
have sent out to jewellery sto-
res following the spate of ar-
med robberies at such estab-
lishments across the state. In
case of an attack, robbers
should not be challenged nor
any dangerous manoeuwe
be made, warned cops. "Di-
rect eye contact is taken as
provocation," said an officer:

In the second such inci-
dent in two days, a jewellery
shop in Domjw, Howrah,
was looted on Tuesday

Bengal Police, Kolkata
Police and Bidhannagar Po-
lice have also issued lists of
dos and don'ts for jewellers to
prevent a repetition. The
Bidhannagar Commissiona-
rate even met a-round 75 re-
presentatives of banks, pet-
rol pumps, jewellery stores
and retail chains on Thurs-
day at Baguiati, Bidhanna-
gar North and Bidhannagar
South police stations to
thrash out the safety measu-
res they should adopt.

"These gangs first dest-
roy the DVR and the alarm
system. The only time a DVR
worked was when it was in-
stalled in another part of the

Biddhanagar cops held meetings with officials of banks, petrol
pumps, jewellery stores and retail chains on safety steps

store, the one in Ranaghat. It
helped police take immedia-
te action. The biggest advan-
tage of having the D\lR else-
where is that the alarm can
be raised without the accu-
sed comingtoknow of it," sa-
id an ADG. "Dummy DVRs
can be installed in full view
butnot the real one," he said.

At Baguiati police sta-
tion, senior airport division
officers asked jewellery store
owners to install CCTV ca-
meras with night vision and
to depioy armed security
personnel. The Bidhanna-
gar Police's S0-point llst has
been divided into basic steps.
"The guards must be statio-
ned at a point, from where
they can keep an eye but out-
siders can't reach them easi-
ly Police numbers should be
displayed in nearby buil-
dings, too. Besides regular
check of alarm devices, dis-
persal of unwanted persons
and restriction on use of mo-

biles is a must," said an offi-
ceroneof themeetings.

Police said ideally walls
and rooms of banks should
be such that they can with-
stand hi-tech gas-cutters.
The storage of CCTV footage
should be in cloud and door
chahs should be used at any
cost, said Bidhannagar cops.

The Kolkata Police's 12-
point advisory comes with a
request for regular secwity
audits. The advisory inclu-
des installation of high-qua-
lity CCTV cameras inside
and outside the shops.
"CCTV output should be pla-
ced in a separate location,
not in the store so that the
men monitoring the output
can alert police. Keep back-
up of CCTV footage in cloud
based storage orland at a ss
cured and separate/hidden
place so that if the local DVR
is looted or damaged, the
CCTV footage is still availab-
Ie." police said.

i
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Tnbunals qllow taxrelief for donstionspqrtolcsR spend

Mumbai:DelhiandMumbai luntary in
benches of ITAT recently al- standtaken

nature, was the
by I-T officials.

lowedadeductioRundersec- Under section 135 of'the
tion 80-G of the I-T
corporate entities

Act to two Companies Act read with the
for dona- rules,companieshavinganet

worth of Rs 500 crore ormore,
or turnover of Rs 1,000 crore
or more, or net profit of Rs 5 theconstituentsof Momylac.The

Lubna.lhbly@ti mesg rou p.com

tions made by them, even tho-
ugh such donations were part
of their CSR expenses.

During assessment, I-T of-

be made undertheCompanies
Act. Donations can only be vo- lnfant milk formula attracts 189o GST CSR activities. In the case of

Alubound Dacs a deduction
of Rs 15 lakh made under
BO-G for donations to educa-
tional and charitable trusts
during 2019-20, was denied
during assessment.

The Delhi ITAT heard the
case of Interglobe Technolo-
gy Quotient, where during
the financial year 2019-20, Rs
78 lakh was denied on the
ground that the underlying
expenditure was not in the

of donation, but a
CSRexpense.

crdre or
withthe

more have to comply protein supplements
CSRprovisions.The- infant'sageThus, theficials had denied the deduc-

tion on the ground that dona- se companies have to spend at higher rate.
tions, which are part of CSR least 2% of their average net becomesimpler ln pasL
expenses,arenotvoluntaryin profit for the immediately exemptfromGST,
naturebutareacomplianceto preceding three fiscais on

GSTata
norms need to

lassi to be
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C stays land allotment or

, ector s Lake cricket c
Subrata Chattoni I rr.rr.r

Kolkata: The Caicutta
High Court on Thursday
stayed the allotment of 98
cottahs (nearly three
acres) of land by the Kolka-
ta Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority IKMDA; io
an entertainment club in
Rabindra Sarobar that en-joys the
National Lake status.

A divlsion bench of
Chief Justice T S Sivagna-
nam and Justice Hiranmay
Bhattacharyya directed
the state and the private re-
spondent, a celebrity actor
who had won several mat-
ches in the celebrity crick-
et league, to file affidavits
before the next hearing of
the matter on July 25.

The division bench or-
dered that there should be
no physical alteration of
the area in question in the

"Public Iargesse can't
be given away atthe whims
and fancies of the executi-
ve and thereshouldbewide
publicity given before ta-
king such a decision, if at
all," the Chief Justice said.

The KMDA had on
Mar c]:.l2, 2024, issued an aI-
lotment letter to the club
patronized by the actor for
setting up a cricket coa-

ching centre for the under-
privileged children.

monthly rent of Rs 8,31}
and Rs 3.000 a year for set.
ting up each cricket pitch
on the Sarobar land let out
to the club.

The petitioner oppo-!
sing the govt decision sub-

under the buffer zone of
the National

The feared

Advocate
hore Datta
there was no

advocate
ted out that vacant lands in
the Sarobar area had earli
er been 1et out for cricket
anil footba.ll coaching. Dat-
ta cited one such plot let out
to Ashok Malhotra Cricket
Academ5i

The Chief Justice as-

f-

I
I

The KMDA had let out ked the advocate general
the three-acre land at a whether an expression of

interest from parties had
been invited before letting
out public land. The advo-
cate general didn't reply

The division bench no-
ted in the interim order
that "no procedure" had

meantime.
mitted to the division\ been followed before let-
bench that the land came tingout public land.

F
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Postpone new law codes: Ilipura rights
Agartara: Tripura Human-Rights organi- new criminal laws, centre sought to unre-zation (THRo) has demanduolrrat cJnt"e u.Lttr"trorrcivilrights.ThedefinitionofpostponesthedecisiontointroduceBhara- ."oilio" irr. been bioadened and ,policetiva Nagarik suraksha sanhita, prr_".itiy; n"al:iorra uu 

".tqui.r,"t irii_,l country the..Nyaya Sanhita, and Bharatiya sarsnya ij- ;;;;;Gtt.;;aildldiifiti ur.o un"g"ohinivam replacing tpc. cri,c ;d i"di;; iiii'iir" criminal raws were introduced inEvidenceActfromJulvt. haste withouttakingopinionsof thelarger__jIRO said that by introducing three .'iir"iiLi",rrndlawmakers. 
rrur,r
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Got ITnotice?
returns or face

Lubna.l(ably
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: If a taxpayer does
not file an income-tax return
in response to an inquiry no-
tice, the case will be picked
upforscrutiny

This notice - under sec-
tion 142(1) - seeking informa-
tion, is issued when a taxpay-
er has not flled the tax return
or is issued to seek additionai
preliminary information re-
garding a particular detai.l-
say bank jnterest or long-
term capltal gains/ioss on sa-
ieof apropert5i

This guidance is part of
a comprehensive set of gui
deiines issued recenily by
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes for compulsorv selec-
tion of I-T returns for the
purpose of complete scruti-
n5z These guidelines, which
are issued annually pertain
to the selection and comple-
te scrutiny that is to be un-
dertaken during the cur-
rent financial year and co-
versurvey cases, search and
seizure cases, tax evasion
cases, cases where no I-T re-
turn was filed in response to
an inquirynotice.

It aiso covers cases rela-
ting to non-registration or
cancellation of registration

under various sections -such as 12Al12A8 relating to
registration of charltable or-
ganisations to be eligible for
ta-x benefit. In addition, if in
an earlier yea4 an addition
was made to the taxpayers,
rncome on a recurring issue,
then subject to monetary li-
mits that have been laid
down, the I-T return will be
picked up under compulsory
scrutiny guideiines. The gui
delines also prescribe the ro-
le and responsibilities of the
I-T officers and the Natlonal
Faceless Assessment Centre.

Ketan Vajani, a chartered
accormtant, said there is no
significant change in the cri-
teriafor compulsory scrutiny
as compared to tJle present

e
'o

position. "The guideline po-
ints out that all I-T returns fi-
led during FY24, rvill have the
outer time iimit for issue of a
notice by June 80, 2024Th is is
pursuant to the amendment
carried out by Finance Act,
2021, which has reduced the ti-
me limit for service of notice
under section 148(2) to three
monthsfirom theendof thefi-
nancial year in which the re-
turnisflled."

Compiete scrutiny is a re-
grilar feature carried out in
selective cases to ascertain
whether the taxpayer has de-
clared income correctly in
the I-T returns and has paid
thetaxesdue-

Complete scrutiny which
is to be carried out during the
current financial yea4 co-
vers cases of tax evasion,
where specific information
in this regard has been provi-
ded by any law enforcement
agency - including the I-T
deparlment's own investiga-
tion wing and a I-T return
has been filed by the taxpay-
er: Complete scrutiny will
enable the I-T officer to know
the income that has not been
declared in the I-T returns

tl
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Meghalaya gets its
first woman DGP

Manosh Das I rNru

got its first woman police
with the appointment of

Idashisha Nongrang as the new di
rector general of police on Saturda5r
She is set to take charge from May 20
after the present DGP L R Bishnoi re-
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Lawyer detained
after slamming
lran Crackdown

0n hiiab protests
Dubai: An outsPoken Iranian
lawyer who has Publicly criti-
cized how the govt handled
the 2022 Protests over the de-

ath of Mahsa Amini has been
arrested, state media rePor-
ted Sundalr The unrest follo-

t

wed the death of the 22-Year-

oltl detained bY the Police for
allegedly not ProPerlY wea-
ring her mandatory hijab. The
judiciary's Mizan news agen-
cy said Sunday that Mohsen
Borhani had been PreviouslY
sentenced but did not give
further details on his case or
jail time. Borhani. also a uni-
versity professor, became Po-
pular on social media for his
critical views of the lranian
govt during the 2022 demonst-
rations that shook Iran. nP

Page 325 of 373



Tv\g Ttm&s oL T$aN
tl AY J o, ?.s1-\

I

Px
f,{K arr*sts six

xmdx*&*m xxmdsr
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Hong Kong: Hon,: Kong na-
tional security police aires_
ted six people across the city
on Tuesday under.a new se_
curity law for alleged seditio-
us intent, inciuding a pro_de_
mocracy barrister alreadv
behind bars. Security secre-
tary Chris Tang told repor-
ters the sh were suspected of
using a Facebook page to,.ad-
vocate hatred, against the
govts in Hong Kong and Chi-
na and against thejudiciary

He said one of those ar-
rested was Chow Hang_tung,
a prominent barrister and
pro-democracy activist who
has been detained since Sept
2021 at a maximum security
prison. These were the first
arrests under a new batch of
national security laws that
were passed by rhe city's pro_
Beij ing legislarure Ln March
despite global outcrv. qsglsq5

Page 326 of 373



NAY 30, Zorjt

P8

'l

Page 327 of 373



TUL TnLs ef Tr*0rA
nt*$ tfl, z-oe-Lt

h,,\-

/t{\

\

I
n

a

0

0
,
D I 0

Page 328 of 373



T\\9 I,rn{S s0 I_NfiIA
fn/\{ t_S, r-"zr,t

?7
Famnun case:
Cze*h govt to

decide on Gupta
US extradiHon

.Trues News Nrnvonx

. NewDelhi:CzechRbpublicis
expected to soon. decide
whether it wilt extradite to US
Indian national Nikhfl Gupta,' who has been indicted brUS

" authorities for his ro]€ in the
. foiled attempt to assassinate

Khalistan separatist Gurpat-
want Singh Pannun.

I
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rcw: Democrats rcnew

calls for recusalof us sc
Washington: Democrats in-
tensified calls on ThursdaY
for US SuPreme Court Justi-
ce Samuel Alito to steP aside
in two cases - one on Donald
TrumP's bitl for immunitY
from 

-Prosecution and the
other on a charge involving
the Capitol attack - after a

media rePort that another
provocative flag flew outside
ahomeof the jurist.

A flag bearing the Phrase
Appeal to Heaven' that was
carried bY some TrumP suP-

Dorters during the Jan 6'

)on. Capitol riot flew outsi-
rle Alito's vacation home on

An'Appeal to Heaven'flag
outside iudge Alito's New JerseY

vacation home last summer

government. neurens

of 2023, the NeP York Times
reoorted on WednesdaY, ci-
tin g photographs and interv i-

ews. The flag has come to
svmbolize hoPes bY some
ctnservative activists for a

more Christian-centred US
Long Beach Island. New Jer-
sey, in JulY and September

dI
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pill sans prescription
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,.. US calls for rapid' deployment to
Haiti after killing
of 2 missionaries

PT

. "I th" murder of two US
;l mlssionaries in Haiti
. this week by powerful

gangs underscores the ur-
gent need to deploy an inter_
national security force to
the troubled Caribbean na-
tion, the US department of
state said.

Natalie and Davy Lloyd,
a married missionary cou_
ple, were ambushed and kil-
Ied.Thursday night along .

with a third person as they i
left church. "Unfortunately
this serves as a reminder
that the security situation
in Haiti cannot wait - too
many innocent lives are be-
ing lost," US department of
state spokesman Matthew
MiIIer said in a statement
released late Friday

Haiti's turmoil has esca-
lated following the assassi-
nation of President Jovenel
Moise in 2021, and gangs now
control large parts of the ca-
pital. More than half the po-
pulation are going hr.rngry
and more than 900,000 peo-
ple have been forced from
their homes due to violence.
Lastyeal theUNauthorized
a Kenyan{ed security force
'to intervene, but its deploy-
ment has faced delays due to
logistical and flnancial chal-
Ienges. aroouerno
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ln a first, Andhra
woman becomes

US court iudge
Vijayawada: Vijayawada na-
tive Jaya Badiga has been ap-
pointed judge of Sacramento
county superior court in Cali
fornia, the first woman from
Andhra to become a judge in
the US , reports Venu Lanka.

Jaya is the daughter of in-
dustrialist and former Machili
patlam MP Badiga Ramak-
rishna. Earlieq she was com-
missioner in the Sacramento
court. She graduated from
Osmania University before
relocating to US. There, she
secured a Juris Doctor - a
professional degree requi-
red to practise law - from
Santa Clara University.

In 2009, Jaya triumphedl
in the California state bar ex-
am to embark on a legal care-
er that spanned over a deeade
in private practice. Jaya was
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a Eaduation event, Biden
faces silent anti-war protest

Aflanta: US Prez Joe Biden re-
newed his call for a temporary
ceasefire in Gaza in a speech at
Morehouse College's gradua-
tion ceremony where some par-
ticipants donned Palestinian
colours in protest at Israel's m i-

Taura Taylor, an assistant professor,
stood with her fist raised and back
turned to Biden during his speech.
She also wore a keffiyeh scarf

art-breaking," Biden said Sun-
day referring to the Oct. 7 at-
tack on Israel by Hamas
militants and the piight of ,,in-

nocent Palestinians" caught up
in Israel's military response.

Several students and facul-
ty members at the commence-
ment wore keffiyeh scarfs,
which have become a s}.,rnbol
of protest against the war. At
least one student draped a pa-
lestinian flag over his gradua-
tion gown and a faculty mem-
ber wore a stole with the pales-
tinian colours while receiving
an award on the podium. Lea-
ding up to Biden, class valedic-
torian DeAngelo Fletrcher cal-
Ied for "an immediate ind per-
manent ceasefire" in Gaza du-
ring a passionate speech that
evoked the late civil rights lea-
der Martin Luther King J4 a
Morehouse alumnus. Biden di-
dn't acknowledge the silent
protests andtold the ceremony
it's hisjob to tackle "one of the
hardest, most complicated pro-
blems in theworld." aroorasEne

: litary incursion. Biden's add-
i ress at the historicaliy black
: school in At.lanta brought him: face to face with some of the
i campusunrestsetoff bythels-: rael-Hamas war. "What,s hap
: peninginGazaandlsraelis he

$
I
1
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ICC prosecutor seeks alrest
warrants for Bibi, his def min
Y*W YXxr** b*mmas &l$ermhers A[su Sn

Ykrm* $wdgex Ym Smrxsfrd*r ffivtdence

List & Fmrne*&f

Sn War erisffies'

Jerusalem: The chief Prose-
cutor of the International Cri-
m inaLCourtsaidMondaYhe is

seeking arrest warants for Is-

raeii PM Benjamin NetanYa-
hu and top Hamas comman-
ders over actions taken dtrrhg
their seven-monthwar.

Karim Khan said that he

believes NetanYahu, his defen-
ce minister Yoav Gallant, and
three Hamas members - Ye-

hia Sinwar, Mohammed Deif

Netanyahu and Yoav Gallant Hamas' Yehia Sinwar, lsmail Haniyeh

Absurd to ceumpare Biden: IGG arrest

Xsme!& Harrms: BibE bid outrageous
and Ismail HaniYeh - are re-

sponsible for war .ri-*r'rni sraeli PM Beniamin NetanY- ' S Prez Biden on Monday

crimes against rrumanrtiil 
-"n,iliiJi-nittrc Jecisionbf " 

i slammed the lcc prosec-

theGazaStripandlsrael._therccp,osecutoronMondayutor'sapp]icationforarrest
Apaneiofthreejudgeswill toseekanarrest*utiuni warrantsforse'niorlsraeli

consider the prosecutor's evi- againsthimwasaUsuiO'inO officialsincludingPMBeniamin

dence and determine whether tliatthe move wus *einito Netanyahu' callingthe move

to issue the arrest warrants targetalloflsraet."treiecttne "outrageous"''Thereisno

and allowa ease toprocee'd]"" iiiirltitt"..nparisoiiof the equivaleJrce - none - between

Israel is not a member of prosecutorinthtHugut- lsraelandHamas"'hesaidina

: the court, so even if fire aiie"st [.-t*.* itrnotratiJtiiael and statement' His secretary of st-

i warrantsareissued,Netanya- themassmurder"rtoi 
-- - ate,AntonyBlinken,alsocritici-

ihuandGallantdonotracJali iiu,ut,;1tlunyahuiaid'"with sedthemove'raisinsquestions

i immediate risk or prosJciii *t'iiiroacityooyouiompare ovqlthg.couf-siurisdictionas

i on. ButKhan', "r,r,orrr..ii.tt 
iii*iiinut ni'roireo' u'inta' well as its process in making

i deepens Israel's isoration as ii t'rt.ntt"o, ottupitatio'iipeo this application' He added that

presses aheaa in caru, rrilir" uno kionippto o" oiott'"ii it could ieopardize negotiations

threat of arrest coufA matre ii inO iisteriinO tne r'iiio'iOiers to achieve a hostage deal and a

difficultforthetsraeUofflciats nshtingij"t*ar"' ntutns ceasefire' *"':t- -.* .::i. ..

t" lt^*irui"ud. Israell fore- s{er@.ffi
isn minister tsraei xat, saiio cludhg ,,armed,resistance." on of Gaza are acute, visible

iilJ t##;,;:;:;;;:;;;;i e;ihs-i"*u'*dDeirarebeli and widelv known'" or Ha-

sion to seek *.urt *urJiit* eveatoreirioinginGazaasls- mas'actions,Khansaidhesaw

against Israel's potiticians-is iael tries to hunt them down. for himself "the devastating

,,a historic disgrace ti,J *iu g;tHaniyeh,thesupremelea- scenes"oJtheoctTattacks'

berememberedforever,,. derofthelslamicmititantero- ThelC_C_-wasestablishedin

TheHamasdenouncedtheup,lstaseainoatarandfrequ-2tt02.TheUNGeneralAssem-
ICC prosecutor,,,"qo".ito ,L- enilytravels across the region. bly endorsed the ICC, but the

ekthearrestsor itsmemte-rs. 
-- 

On Israeli actions, Khan court is independent' Dozens

In a statement, it ,c"uruoi-rre said "the effects of the use of of countries don't accept the

prosecutor of wing to 
l;equa itarvation-as a method of war- court's jurisdiction over war

tethevictimwithtt e"r"Jrlll- f;,6c;th* with other atta- crimes, genocide and other

ner".ItSaiditnastfrerlgiliio ctsand-collectiv.prr.itt**'t crimes' They include Israel'

resist Israeti o..rrpu,ioi,'ir,"- ;;;;i ,h; ;iritian populati theuS.Russiaandchina. rp

1
fll

;::i i: t.

.*8.'' a
trrif
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Hong Kong ourt
hansprutestsons
calling it a trnmpon'
&JI ong Kong court Wednes-
r! $ day granted a gofi request
to ban a popular pro-democra-
cy anthem, raising further con-
cerns about free speech in the
China-controlled city. The deci-
sion could give the govt power
to force Google and other tech
firms to restrict online access
to the song in Hong Kong. At
issue in the case is "clory to
Hong Kong", which emerged in
2019 as an unofficial anthem
for democracy protests and a
flashpoint for the authorities,
who considered it an insult to
China's national anthem. The
song has been banned from
schools and has drawn angry
official rebukes when played,
apparently by mistake, at inter-
national spofts events. The
court said the anthem was a

Britain handed the territory
back to Chinese rule in 1997.

USrapperMacldemorc
rcleases'HindlHalPin
support of anti-rmr stir
US rapper Macklemore has rel-
eased a song in support of
Palestinians that also praises
students across the US protest-
ing against lsrael's war in Ga-

za. "lf students in tents posted
on the lawn,/ Occupying the
quad is really against the law /
And a reason to call in the
police and their squad / Where
does genocide land in your
defi nition, huh?" Macklemore
raps in "Hind's Hall". The song
is named after the building at
Columbia University that stud-
ents recently occupied and re-
named after a six-year-old girl
killed in Gaza" Macklemore
admonishes the US gow telling
Prez Joe Biden "blood is on
your hands". He also criticises
the music industry for being

"weapon" that could be used "complicit in their platform of
to undermine national security. silence" while casting Drake

It was the first time a song has and Kendrick Lamar's rap beef

been banned in the city since as trivial in light of actual war.
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Ottawa: Canada golt on Tues_
day wa lked back part of a pro-
grarnme alJowing people in
British Columbia to possess
smat amounlsof drugs, inclu_
ding heroin and cocaine, wit_
hout fear ol crimiral charges.
At the requesr of the province
and aJler pubJic and politjcal
rlacklash. people in the pro_
vrnce are no longer permitted
to usedrugs inpublic places.

Under the changei, which
wgnl intg effect immediately
adults will still be allowed to

erewerea
ug deaths
of
were to enable officers
to focus theA on iarge
drug distributors rather than
users and encowage
beopen to treatment.

users to

:.' .l
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Pakcourt oders*

tnnsfer of lmnnt
wife to sameiail

Islamabad: The wife of form-
er Pakistan PM Imran Khan
was moved Wednesday from
house arrest to the same jail as
herhusband, lawyers said, wh-
ere the pair wi_Il serve matchi-
ng prison terms for illegal mar-
riage. Bushra Bibi,49, and Kh-
an, 71, have both been convicted
of corruption and breaking Is-
lamic mariage laws in the lead
up to Feb's general election.

"She has alreadybeen shif-
ted to a female ward of the jail
on her own request,', lrrtazar
Hussain Panjutha, a lawyer
forKhan's PTI party toldAFp

She had been held at the
home she shared with Khan-
declared a sub-jail - on the
outskirts of the capital for the
past three months. Khan is al-
so serving a concurrent 10-ye-
ar term for leaking state se-
crets. She had made repeated
requests to be "treated as a
commoner" and taken to the
prison, a spokesman for the

fiFartYsaid. err ,/
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Yory fiawmaker
defects to Lahour
London: British PM Rishi Su-
nak was accused Wednesday of
leadinga "chaotic" govtas ano-
ther one of his Conservative 1a-

wmakers defected to the main
opposition Labour PartY ahead
of alooming general election.

In a stunningmove just ahe-
ad of weekly prime minister's
questions, Natalie ElPhicke
crossed the floor of the House
of Commons to ioin the ranks
of Keir Starmer's Labour Par-
tlt which appears headed for Po-
wer after 14 years. "We need to
move on from the broken Pro-
mises of Rishi Sunak's tired
and chaotic govt," said EIP-
hicke, who represents the cons-
tituency of Dover in southern
England which is atthe front-]i-
ne of migrant crossings from
France. "Under Rishi Sunak, I
the Conservatives have become
a bynvordfor incompetence and
division." Elphicke is the se-

cond Conservative Iawmaker
to defectto Labour in two weeks
after Dan Poulter quit in anger
over the golt's handling of the
National Health Ser"vice.

The defection of ElPhicke is
particularly surprising as she
was widely considered to be on
the right of the Conservative
Party and has been hugelY criti-
cal of Labour in the past. But
she has recently been increasi-
ngly disapproving of the gor,t's
approach to migrant crossings.
"FYom small boats to biosecuri-
ty Rishi Sunak's gort is failing
to keep our borders safe and se-

. cure."shesaid. nrurens /\ ............... .........:.....
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ge at US

SC dismisses
lavish gifts

reports as lies
-, iS Supreme CourtJus-
i I tice Clarence Tho-
9*',-,,j mas, who has found

himself under scrutiny
over his judicial decisions
and accepting lavish gifts
from a billionaire Republi-
can, is dismissing the criti-
cism as "nastiness" and "li-
es," according to US media.

"There's certainly been
a lot of negativity in our Ii-
ves, my wife and I, over the
Iastfewyears, but we choose
not to focus on it," the Neil,
Yorh Times quoted Thomas
as saying Friday at a judicial
conference in the southern
US stateof Aiabama.

Staunch conservative
Thomas, the longest-ser-
ving justice on the court,
has been embroiled in cont-
roversy since it emerged
Iast year that he had gone on
a trip paid for by Republi-
can donor and real estate ty-
coon Harlan Crow. Thejus-
tice has also faced calls to
recuse himself from cases
related to the 2020 election
because of his wife's invol-
vement with efforts to block

. JoeBiden'svictory nre
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d? Niiiar Canada alrests 4th lndian,a

c Z}-yr-old with ftrst-degree murder
lice said Singh was arrested
on May 11 for his role in Nij-
iar's ki,lling. He was alreadY
in the custody of the Peel re-
gional Potice for unrelated
firearms charges. a release

a

)- Govt sources say

Canadasti[to sharc inlo linking nature of our ongoing inves-

to lndian officiab tigation to hold resPonsible
those that playeil a role in the
homicide of Hardeep Singh

TNN & AcEt'tcrEs

New Delhi: Canada arrested
a fourth Indian national on
SaturdaY for the killing of
Khalistan separatist Har-
deep Singh Nijjar. Three oth-
er Indians were arrested ear-

lierthismonth.
Like those arrested earli-

er, Amandeep Singh,22, ares-
itLent of BramPton (Surrey)
and Abbotsford areas of Can-

ada, has been charged with
first-degree murder and con-

spiracy to commit murder. 
.

Indian govt sources maln-
tainetl that while Canada has
informed Delhi of the ar-
rests, no information has

been shared Yet bY it to link

Kam atpreet S in gh (22) and, 28 -

vear-old Karanpreet Singh --

ior the murder of Nijjar. All
three live in Edmonton and

statement said. No further
details of the arrest can be re-
leased due to ongoing investi-
gations and court Processes,
it said. IHIT investigators on
May 3 arrested three Indian

said. "This aruest shows the nationals --Karan Brar (22),

Niiiar." sa id suPerintendent
tn'titra""p Mooker, IHIT offi-

have been charged with first-
degree murder and conspir-

theki[ing withanylndianof- cer-in-charge. "IHIT pursued acy to commit murder.

ficial. Centre had said last theevidenceand gainedsuffi- Ties between India and

week that there had been no cient information for the Canada have come under se-

"formal diplomatic commu- British Columbia Prosecu- vere strainfollowing PM Jus-

nication" on the arrests. tion service to charge Aman tin Trudeau's allegations iast

The Integrated Homicide deeP Singh with first-degree

Investigation Team of the murder and consPiracY to

Royal Canadian MountedPo- commit murder," the Police the killingof Nijjar.

Sept of the "Potential" invol-
vement of Indian agents in

\t. t.,r,. K

man,
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amd eharges
another FIO for

airpos gnld heist
Ottawa: A 36-Year-old Indian-
orisin man has been arrested
in Canada in connection with a
multimillion-dollar golil heist
at Toronto's Pearson Interna-
tional AAPort, almost amonth
afterthe arrest of five others in-

volved in the theft- the biggest
inthecountrY'shistory

OnAPri117,2023, an ai'r car-
go container carryin g more th-
in 22 million Canadian dollars
worth of gold bars and foreign
currency was stolen from a se
cure storage facility using fake
paperwork, Peeis regional Poli-
ce said. The gold and currencY
had arrived on an Air Canada

flight from Zwich, Switzer-
iand, inToronto.

On MaY 6,2024, investiga-
tors arrested and charged Ar-
chit Grover atthe airPort inTo-
ronto as he flew in from India,
according to the Police. The Po-

Iice had issued a Canada-wide
warrant for hls arrest earlier:
He is chargedwiththeftof over
CAD 5,000 and consPiracY to
commit an indictable offence,
nolice said on ThursdaY Gro-

i". *ut held for a bail hearing
antlattendedtheOntarioCourt :

of Justice in BramPton. He is i

alsobeingintlictedintheUSfor ;

firearm-relatedcharges. I

Last month, two Persons of
Indian origin - ParmPaI Sid-

hu, 54, and Amit Jalota, 40 -
both from Ontario, were arres-

ted in connection withthe case

along with Ammad Chaudha-
rv. +a. Al i Raza, 37, and Prasath
Piramali ngam. 35. Besides. Ca-

nada-wide warrants were issu-

ed for Slmran Preet Panesar, 31,

from BramPton, who was also

an Air Canada emPloYee at the
time of the theft and Arsalan
Chaudhary 42, from Mississau-
ga,the statement said. Prt

\.,
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Cambodia'Laos iob racket: NIA arrests 5

New Delhi: NIA, as Part of a
multl-state crackdown on or-
ganised trafficking syndi-
cates engaged in luring Indi-
an Youths with false Prom-
ises of jobs in Cambodia.
Laos and Golden Triangle
SEZ, and forcing them to
work in cYber fraud centres
there, arrested five Persons
on MondaY after raiding 15

promises were being forced
to work in fake call centres

Iocations across seven states zure of several incriminat-
and Union territories (UTs).

Eight FIRs
ingmaterials.

Youths lured with false

tered and five
Manish Hingu of
Pahlad Singh of

were regis-
accused -
Vadodara,
Gopaiganj,
Delhi, Bal-Nabialam RaY of

want Kataria of Gurgaon,
and Sartaj Singh
garh-arrested.

of Chandi-

where they were coerced in-
to undertaking illegal activ-
ities, like credit card fraud,
investments in crYPto using
fake apPlications, honeY

The searches led to sei- traPPingetc. rNn

'/'
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Judge fines IIUmP
for contempt for
10th time' warns
of iail next time

New York: The judge ln Do-
nald TrumP's criminal trial fi-
ned him $1,000 and held him in
contempt of court for a 10th ti-
me on MondaY for violating a

gag order and warned that
iurther violations could iand
the former Prez i.n jail.

.Iustice Jr.ran Merchan said
the nine $1,000 fi:res he had im-
posed so far did not seem to be
deterring the wealthY business
mogtil from violating the order,
which bars him from sPeaking
publicly about jurors and wit-
nesses inthefirst criminal trial
of a former 1-lS Prez. "I do not
want to imPose a jail sanction
andhave done everythlng i can

to avoid doing so. ButIwjll if ne-

cessarv" Merchan said.
Imprisonment would be an

unprecedented steP in the his-
toric trial, which stems from a
hush moneY Palment made to
porn star StormYDaniels in the
final weeks of the 2016 election.

TrumP has Pleaded not gu il-
ty and denies wrongdoing.

Merchan imPosed the 10th

flne for an APril22 interview in
which the former Prez said:
"That jurywas Picked sofast-
95% Democrats The area's
*::ll'-ii::-::ili ::::::
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Does Weinstein's acquittal
mean end of MeToo?

f?

Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein, possibly the most emblematic
figure of sexual abuse outed by the #MeToo uprising seven years ago'
has been let off by a New York court of appeals. This is the latest in a

string of acquittals, including that of BillCosby and Mario Batali. Does

this mean that MeToo has lost, or that it had been excessive in its s,weep?

Not at all. With Weinstein, nearly a hundred women had sBoken up about
their experience of sexual assault
though, hinged on the standard of

and harassment. The court's acquittal,
evidence - the testimony of many

women was not allowed to factor i nto the specific charge of one.

II wxlr METoo
MEAHT Tfi I,.YOMET{

It was a dam breaking,
as one woman spoke out
about sexual assault in
publig and all the others
found their voices, one by
one. lt was a spill of urgent
testimony, enabled by social
media. Women spoke of
their pain and degradation,
and despite institutional
hostility and denial, they
found community in each
other. The scale and truth of
the abuse could no longer
be pretended away.One
third of all women have been
subjected to sexual violence,
and harassment and
belittlement is pervasive.

f,l r rrr orr ArsuxAut,.,
There has been a wave of women's activism around the world,
from large demonstrations in the US and across Europe to South

Korea and Japan, NiunaMenos in Latin America, Aurat Marches

in Pakistan, and many others. lndia, too, saw many powerful

harassers being outed. While the MeToo discourse in the media
focused on high-profrle'scalps'and individual falls from grace, it
also led to legal change. ln the uS, state legislatures introduced
more than 3,000 bills that supported gender equity and workplace
safety and so on, of which 382 were passed.

E**Hffi ry &Lss spAnfi$! A sAeKLAslt
But social progress is not a straight line, movements for iustice
have to gather strength, and power always roars back. The backlash

against women has gained greaterforce in recent years. Reactionary

forces around the world try to dilute equality'seeking laws' place

traditional 'family values'over women's sexual and reproductive
rights, and champion 'men's rights'as though their oppressive

dominion has not been the norm. Popular influencers in the

'manosphere' demand a return to a status quo that stifled women.

EI wxnr ryAs METoo AsxtHG roffi
For the world to believe women. This doesn't
mean believing all women as a blanket rule. lt
means oveniding our automatic reflex, instilled
by patriarchy, to disbelieve women. ln most cases,

it took a tumble of testimony, several women's
stories, to cast doubt on the reputation of a single
man - why is awoman's word still wotth so much

less than a man's? How can any lone woman expecl

iustice, with such structural hostility? The impulse
that tells us that a woman accusing a man must be

driven by vengefulness or some other power'trip, or
that #MeToo is mob justice, is the tinted lens that
doesn't let us see injustice, clear as daylighl

[t quxrr rcm JU$Tlnx F FAn FxsM ougn
Many have been disheartened by the Weinstein case, asking why evidence that demonstrates

a deiendanfs propensity to commit sex crimes, even when those allegations arent part of the

crimes charged, is inadmissible. But the court of public opinion has shifted, and that is MeToo's

success. lt has exposed the domination that often distorts sexual encounters between men and

women. Many of us can spot patterns now - how victim-blaming works, how the system excuses

and actively defends men. We now notice how jokes and comments function, how pop songs

and moviei build up a climate of male entitlement. This deep reckoning with sexual violence and

misconduct and the distribution of power that underlies is, will go on. The quest for justice, once

sparked, is not so easily subdued.

TATKT}IG POI}IT
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Israeli SC orders anny
to dlraft
men, rattling Bibi govt

Israel's Supre-
una-

that military

thodox
service,
that could leadto the collapse
of PM Netanyahu's gover-
ning coalition as Israel conti-
nues to wage war in Gaza.

The ruling eflectively
puts an end to a decades-old
system that granted ult-
ra-Orthodox men broad ex-
emptions from military ser-
vice while maintaining ma- A

change to the current system.
lf the exemptions are ended,
they could bolt the coalition,
causing the govt to collapse
and likely leadingto new elec-
tions. In the current environ-
ment, Netanyahu could have
a hard time delaying the mat-
ter any further or passing
laws to restore the exemp-
tions. During arguments,
gort lawyers told the court
that forcing ultra-Orthodox
men to enlist would "tear Is-
raeli soclety apart."

ahu'sndatory enlistment
for the country's secu-
lar Jewish majorif5t
The arrangement, de
emed discriminatory
by critics, has created
adeep chasm in Isra-
e}'s Jewish majority over of
who shor-rld shoulder the bur-

eli leader would addr-
ess the draft issue. Cr-

In its ruling, the court fo-
und that the state was carry-
ing out "invalid selective en-
forcement, which represents
a serious Violation of therule
of law, and ttie principle ac-
cordingto which all individu-
als are equal before the law"

The ruling of Israel's hig-
hest court must be followed,
and the military is expected
to begin doing so once it for-
ms a plan for how to draft tho-
usands of members of a po-
pulation that's deeply oppo-

den of protecting the country
The court struck down a

law that codified exemptions
in 2017, butrepeated cout ex-
tensions and golt delaying
tactics over a replacement
dragged out a resolution for
years. The court ruled that in
the absence of a law, Israel's
compi-rlsory military service
applies to the ultra-Orthodox
like any other citizen.

Politically powerfu I ultra-
Orthodox parties, key parftr-
ers in Netanyahu's gover- sed to service.
ning coalition, oppose any noimmediate

The armyhad ,

comment. ^P fir
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tyof Yekateri-
nburg, where
he faces char-
ges of espio_
nageandalik-

thecourtsa-

REUTERS
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wrote a dissenting opinion
that wasjoined befellowconse-
rvative Chlef Justice John Ro_

US SC block opioid

Washington: The US Supre-
me Courton Thursday blocked
OxyContin maker purdue
Pharma's bankruptry setUe_
ment rhat would have shielded
its wealthy Sackier familv ow_
ners from lawsuits over iheir

settlement that gave
to Purdue co's Sackler famity

berts, ald liberal Justices So-
nia Sotomayor and Elena Ka_
gan. "The decision is wrong on
the law and devastatingfor mo_
re than 100.000 opioid victims

role in the nation,s deadlyopio-
id epidemic. The 5-4 decision
reversed a lower court,s ruling
thathadupheld theplan togive
Purdue's owners immunityin
exchangefor payinguptog6bi-
llion to setUe thousands of law-
suits accusing the firm of un-

and theirfamilies,,,
Purdue filed for

hesaid.

Iawful misleading marketing
of OxyContin. apowerful oain
medication introduced in 19ge.

stemmed from thousands of
Iawsuits alleging that OxvCon_
tin helped kickstart an opioid
epidemic thathas caused mr.rre

Chapter 11
bankruptcy in 2019 to address
its debts, nearly all of which

overdo-
The miing represented a

victory for prez Biden's admi-
nistration, which had chal-
lenged the setilement as an
abuse of bankruptcy protec-
tions meant for debtors in fi_
nancia_l distress, not people
like the Sacklers who havenot

tethe mling, which wasjoined
byfellow conservative Justices than ha]f a miilion US

se deaths over two decades. At
issue in the case was whether

Clarence Thomas, Samuel Ali
to and Amy Coney Barrett, as
well as libera.l Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson. '.The Sacklers
haven't frled for bankruptcy
and have not placed virtu-ally
all their assets on the table for
distribution to creditors. vet
they seek what essentially am_
ounts to a d ischarge, " he wrote.

US bankruptcy law lets purdu-
e's reskuctu_ring include legal
protections formembers of the
Sackler family who have not fl_
led for personal bankruptclr
The.decisjon has broader impl_
icatjons for other bankruptcy
setUements involving claims
of mass injury. REUTERs&Nvr

filed for bankruptry Conserva_
tive Justice NeiI Gorsuch wro- Justice Brett Kavanaugh

The deal had required the Sacklers
to pay up to 96 billion to settle
thousands of lawsuits accusing the
com.pany of unlav,rful misleading
marketing of Oxycontin, a powerful
pain medication introduced in 1996

-
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i""?Concerning rise' in hate speech,

i anti-conversion laws in India: US

I

i Washington:Therehasbeen
: a "concerning increase,, in
i anti-conversion laws, hate
: speech, and demolitiots of
i homes and places of wcrship
; for members of minoritv
i communitiesinlndia,USsec-
i retary of state Antony Blin-
I kensaidonWednesdayetthe
i release of the annual State
, Department report on lnter-
i nation al religious freedom.
: "Inhrdia,weseeaconcern-
i ing increase in anti-conver-
. sion laws.hatespeech.demoli-
: tions o[ homes and places ol
i worship for members of rni-: nority faith communities. At
i the same time, people around
: the world are also worting
i hard to protect religious free-
: dom,"Blinkensaid.
; len of 28 states have laws
! restricting religious conver-
I sions for all faiths. Some of
i these states also impose pe-
i nalties specificalll. against
i forced religious converqions
i lor Ihe purpose oi' marl Lage.: thereportsaid.
i During the year, some: memberso[ religjous mrnor-
: ity groups challenged govt,s

ability and willlngness to
protect them fi'om vioience,
investigate crimes against
member's of religious m,nor-
ity groups, and protect rheir
freedom of reiigion or bolief.
it stated.

Minorities ouifit
criticizes US for
'biased'report

The report released by Blinken
said US officials continued tr.r

raise concerns about religious
freedom issues with their lndian
counterparts in 2023

India has previously re-
jected the US state depart-
ment's annual human rights
report on the country. saying
they continue to be based on
"misinformation and flawed
understanding".

Observing that PM Modi
has reiterated calls to enact a
uniform civil code at the na-
tional level as called for in the
Constitution, in:tead of a
system of separate personal
laws lbr religious communi-
ties, the state department
said Muslim. Sikh, Clrris-
tian, and tribal ieaders and
some state government offi-
cials opposed the initiative on
the grounds it was part of a
projectto turn thecor.rntry in-
to a "Hindurashtra". prr

New Delhi: Indian Minorities
Foundation (IMF) criticised
the United States Commission
on Internationa_i Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) on Thurs-
da5r arguing rhat its latesl re-
port undermines credibility
and understanding of India,s
religious freedom landscape,
reportsManashGohain.

The IMF also criticised US
secretaryof stateAntonyBlin-'
ken. accusing him of bias in
his references to increase in
"anti-conversion 1aws" and
"hate speech" in India, and qu-
estioning the fairness of asses-
sing free speech and hate spe-
ech based on counrry of ori-
gin. The foundation also accu-
sed the USCIRF of harbouring
a divisive agenda towards In-
dia.IMF claimed USCIRF suf-
fers from an "antilndia bias,,
and highlighted a disconnect
between "independent, bipar-
tisan US federal govt agency"
andtheUS State Department.

IMF accused the report of
belng influenced by NGOs and
activists "who have been at the
receiving end of regulations
that have nothing to do with re-
ligionorreiigiousidentity". i
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{ Drop cases

tuundhati: [INbody
Roy gets FEN

Pinter Prize 2024

&. rundhatiRoYwason
f4 Thursday honoured with
the PEN Pinter Prize2024tor

a

UnitedNations: The toP UN
human on

and urged
. drop cases

Arundhati

voiced con-
cern over the
use of anti-
terror law in
India to si-
lence critics

authorities to
against author
Roy over her

her"unflinching and

unswerving" writings.
Established in 20m bYthe
charity English PEN,the Prize
defends freedom of exPression

October28,2010. TNN

comments on Kashmir. and celebrates literature in

"#India: We are concerned bY

the use of #UAPA anti-terror
memoryof Nobellaureate

Iaw to silence critics. RePeat

call for review of law & re-
lease of human rights defend- winner. amid an

ers detained under it' Urge 'incomprehensible turn" the
world istaking. "lam

playwright Harold Pi nter.RoY

expressed her delight at
being namedthisYear's

delighted to acceptthe PEN

Pinter prize. I wish Harold
Pinter were with us todaY to

speeches at an event in 2010.

Roy a Booker Prize-winning
author. and Hussain had been
named in an FIR registered on

authorities to droP cases

against" Arundhati RoY and
Sheil<h Showkat Hussain
over comments on Kashmrr,"

prosecute RoY and
Central UniversitY

led b-y high commissioner
VolkerTurksaidonX.

incomprehensible turn the
world is taking," said

the UN Human Rights Office, write aboutthe almost

Earlier, Delhi LG V K 62-year-old RoY. PTI

Saxena had accorded sanc-
tion to
former
of Kashmir Professor Hus-
saln under UAPA for alleg-

making Provocativeedly
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flunter Biden's criminal trial begins .

:

in aftermath of TrumP conviction 
i

Wilmington: The criminal
trial of Hunter Biden kicked
off on Monday in federal co-

urt in Delaware as Prez Joe Bi-
den's son faces grin charges iti
a historic case that begins fo-

i ur days after Donald TrurnP
i became the first former US
i president tobeconvicted.
, Hunter Biden, 54, arrived
i at the courthouse for the first
i trial of the child of a sitting
: president, inwhichhewillfa-
i ce three felonY charges ste-

i mmingfromhisPurchaseand
: I,o)session of a revolver in

i z0ffi.Hehaspleadednotguilty
i It is one of two criminal cases

: hefaces, withfederaltaxchar-
, ges brought seParatelY in Ca-

i lifornia. FirstLadY JiIlBiden,
i Hunter Biden's wife Meiissa
i Cohen Biden and his half-sis-
: ter AshIeY Biden were in at-
i tendance at the trial in Wil-
i mington, before US district
. .ludee Marvellen Norcika.
N".litiano I love our son and we\\

Hunter arrives at the court with
his wife Melissa. First lady

Jill Biden also attended the trial

are so proud of the man he is
today" Joe Biden said in a sta-
tement, addingthat alot of fa-
milies have loved oues who
have overcome addiction.

Trump was convictedbY a
jury in state court in New
York on Thursday of 34 feionY
counts of falsi$ring ilocu-
ments to cover uP hush mo-
ney paid to a porn star to avoid
a sex scandal shortlY before
the 2016 US election that Put
him in the White House.

Hunter's trial gives RePub-
licans a chance to shift atten-

tion awayfrom TrumP's legai
troubles. Trump ls due to be
sentenced on July 11. He has
pleaded not guilty irl three
other pending criminal cases.

ln the case brought bY US
special counseiDavid \\'eiss, a
Trump appointee, last SePt
Hunter was charged with lY- :

ing about his use of i11ega1 ;

drugs when he bought a CoIt :

Cobra .38-caliber revolver and :

with illegally possesshg the :

weapon for 11 daYs in Oct :

2018. Weiss, who has investiga- ;

ted Hunter since at least 2019, i

also brought the tax charges. :

If convicted on all charges in i

the Delaware case, Hunter fa- i

ces up to 25 years in jaiJ. thou- ,

ghdefendantsgenerallYrecei- i

ve shorter sentences, accord-
ing to the justice dePartment.

Noreika began screening
potential jurors for their abili-
ty to committo servinglength
of the trial, likelY to run thro-
ughendof nextweek. nrurtns I

I
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( tmandaKnox convictedin slander retriaf
inltaly over 2007 ki[mg of her roommate

,,1

Rome: Amanda Knox, an Am' tened 20-year-old who hadbe- accuse Lumumba, Knox said

erican who was convicted and entrickedandwas "psycholo- that Kercher had been the "vic-

then exonerated of murdering gically destabiliseil" tim of horrible violence." In

her housemate while theY we- The hearing WednesdaY is the daYs after Kercher's death,

restudying inltaly onWednes- the latest turn in a legal jour- Knoxsaidshehad been"under

day lost another trial in an Ita' ney whose echoes continue to
reverberate nearly 17 Years af-

shockandexhausted" andhad I

Iian court against slander ch-
never felt "so vulnerable in mY

arges related to the 2$7 killing. ter the murder of Kerche4 a Iife." Itwas atthatPoint, she sa-

Knox was convictedby a court British student. Knox became id, during a nightlong interro-

il Florence on charges ttrat she Amanda Knox break down outside ahouseholdnamein200?when gation, that the Police Pressu- ;

had slandered aman who ran a the court in Florence on WednesdaY she was arrested with herboy- red her into naming Lumum-

friend at the tlme, Raffaele Sol- ba,withwhomshehadexchan- i
bar where she worked bY un-
justly accusing him of killing reporters aftertherulingWed- Iecito, then 23, for the murder ged some texts that night' She

herhousemate, 2l-year-oId Me- nesdaY Her defenceteamsaid of Kercher whatprose- saidonecop hadslappedherduring

redith Kercher, in 2007. Knox they would most likely aPPeaI cutors describedas asefgame Lumumba, who now lives

was sentenced bY the court to to ltaly's highest court. gone wrong. Allthree were stu- in Krakow Poland, did not at- i

tendWednesday's hearing and
three years in Prison, time she Speaking to a courtroom

has not commented. Althoueh
has alreadY served. packed withjournalists earli

Knox was initialiY found er, Knox, referring to her Knox was convicted in 20ffi of Knox recanted her statements

guilty of siandering the man, comments about Lumumba the killing bY an Italian court accusing Lumumba, he was ar-

DiyaLumumba, also knownas in 2007, described "theworst butacquitted onappeal. Shere- rested, held in Prison for two

Patrick, in 2009, a conviction night of my life," and saitl she turned to the US in 2011 while weeks and released onlY after

thatwasupheldbY variouslta- hadbeen bullied by the Police her case bounced between va- one of his clients Provided an

lian courts. At the time of the into accusing an innocent rious courts until she and Sol alibi. Lumumba sued for slan-

killing, Lumumba ran a bar man of murder. She told the lecito were exonerated bY Ita- der and Knox was found guiltY

called Le Chic where Knox court,sPeakinginltatianand ly's highest court in 2015. and sentenced to three Years'

with her voice cracking at ti- Speakingtothecourt, recal- whichsheserveddurilgher

dying in the Picturesque cen-

tral Italian citY of Perugia.

workedparttime.
Knox declined to speak to mes,thatshehadbeenafrigh' Iing the events that led her to uryearsinPrison. r'rw ^/

t{
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/lsnel'taryets'US
with covert influence drive

. TelAviv:Israelorganisedand ft
paidfor an influenct campaign 

o

last year targeting US lawma-
kers and the American public

' with pro-Israel messaging, as
it aimed to foster support for its

. actions in the war in the Gaza
Strip, according to oflicials in-
volved in the effort and docu-
ments related to the operation.

. The covert campaign was
commissioned by Israel's mi
nistry of diaspora affairs. a
govt body that connects Jews
around the world with the state
of Israel, four Israeli oflicials
said. The ministry allocated
about $2 million to the opera-
tion and hired Stoic. a political
marketing firm in Tel Aviri to
carry it out, according to the of-
ficials and the documents.

The campaign began in Oct
and remains active on the soci
al platform X. At its peak, it us-
ed hundreds of fake accounts
that posed as real Americans
on X, Facebook and Instagram
to post pro-Israei comments.
The accounts focused on US
lawmakers, particularly ones

lsraeli right-wing activists scuffle with a Palestinian freelance lournalist
during a march commemorating Jerusalem Day on Wednesday

lsraeft Gaza offemitreraonrt stop fur talk
g srael reiterated on Wednesday its ref usal to halt the Gaza offens-
$ ive for a resu mption of hostage-release talks with Hamas; after
mediatorQatarsaid it had given the Palestinian militantsa US-bac-
ked truce proposal. "Any negotiationswith Hamaswould be condu-
cted only underfl re," defence ministerYoavGallanl said in remark
afterheflewabroad awarplaneto inspecttheGazafront Onthe
other hand,Hamas political head lsmail Haniyehsaidthe groupwill
deal'seriouslyand positively"with anyagreementthatis based on
thetotal haltof war,complete lsraeli withdrawalfrom Gaza. neurens

on to the irfluence operation,
which NYT verified with four
current and ex-members of mi-
nistry of diaspora affairs and
documents about the campai-

Ps-

gn, has not previously been re-
ported. FhkeReporter, an Israe-
1i misinformation watchdog,
identilied the effort in March.

Last week, Meta, which ow-
ns Facebook and Instagram,
and OpenAI, which makes Ch-
atGPT, said they had also fo-
und and disrupted the opera-
tion. The campaign didn't have
a widespread impact, the two
companie's had said. The fake
accounts accumulated more
than 40,000 followers across X,
Facebook and Instagram, Fa-
keReporter found. But many
of those followers may have be-
en bots and didn't generate a
large audience, Meta said.

The secretive drive siglals
the lengths Israel was willing
to go to sway American opini-
on on the war in Gaza. The US
has longbeen one of Israel's st-
aunchest allies, with Frez Bi-
den recently siening a $15 bi]li
on military aid package for the
country But the conllict has be
en unpopular with many Ame-
ricans, who have called for Bi
den to withdraw support for Is-
rael in the face of mounting ci-
vilian deaths in Gaza.Israel's
minis$ of diaspora affairs
'denied involvement. Stoic di-
dn't respond for comment. "n /,

Ordered By Diaspora Minlstry Op Used Falre Profiles For ko-lsrael posts: Report

r{

who are black and Democrats, many of the posts. The campa-
with posts urging them to con- iglalsocreatedthreefakeEng-
tinue funding Israel's military lish-Ianguage news sites featu-

ChatGPl the Al-powered ringpro-Israelarticles.
chatbot, was used to generate The Israeli govt's connecti-

Page 356 of 373



a\\V, Tmfis o{ :tN,n
5u p?l (, zer\

T/
" US Supreme Court unanimously

"7

rejects bid to restrict abortion pill
Washington: TheUS SuPreme I
Court on Thwsday rejected a
bid to restrict an abortion pill
widely used in the United Sta-
tes to terminate pregnancies.

The court, in a unanimous
opinion, said the antiabortion
groups and physicians chal-
lenging the medication, mife-
prlstone, Iacked the legal stan-
dingto bringthe case.

Abortion rights are one of Thejustices reiected the lawsuit

the key issues in the Nov polts saying the plaintiffs did not have

andtheadministrationof Dem- standing to sue. Medication

ocratic Prez Joe Blden had ur- abortion accounted for 630/o ofthe
ged the court to maintain acc- abortions in the country last year'

ess to the drug, which was app- up from 53o/o in 2020

rovedby FDA in20ffi. His oppo-
nent Donald Tfump leads a
Republican Party broadly favo-
uring hlocks to abortion access.

The mifepristone case was
thefirst sigrtifi cant abortion ca-
se heard by the conservative
dominated Supreme Court sin-
ce it overturned the previously
long-held constitutional right
to abortion two years ago. "We
recognise that many citizens,

includhg the plaintiff doctors
here, have sincere concerns
about and objectlons to others
using mifepristone and obtai
ning abortions," said Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, who wrote
the 9-0 opinion. "But citizens
and doctors do not have standi
ngto sue simplybecause others
are allowed to engage in certain
activities," Kavanaugh said.

The conservative justice sa-

id the federal courts were "the
wrong forum for addressing
the plaintifis' concerns about
FDAs actions" and they could
present their objections thro-
ugh regulatory procedures or
through the "political and elec-
toral processes". Abortion oP-
ponents have been seeking to
restrict nationwide access to
the pill, claiming it is unsafe
and that antiabortion doctors
were being forced to violate
their conscience by interve
ning on patients who suffered
complications after using it.

Medication abortion acco-
untedfor 63% of the abortions
in the country iast year, up
from 539/o in 2020, accordingto
the Guttmacher Institute.

Some 20 states have ban-
ned or restricted abortion sin-
ce the SC in June 2022 overtur-
ned the landmark Roe v. Wade
ruling that enshrined the
constitutional right to abor-
tlon for half a century ne

?1"
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"'Thailand passes same-sexmalnage

a

AFP

Thailand's legislation will become

law after ifs reviewed bY a Senate

committee and the Constitutional

Court and receives royal assent

from the king, a formality that is
widely expected to be granted

ing in the air. Gloria Ga1'nor's
"I Will Survive" played at the
rally as well as a'90s-style Th-
ai pop song called "History".
with the l]ryics: "History won't
repeat anymore, history's ab-
out to change its course, cha-
nge toward equaliW" PM Sre-
ttha Thavisin said he would
host a celebration for activists
on T\resday, though he said he
cor.rld not attend the event be-
cause of a Covid infection.

a

ThaiLand's bi]], which am-
ends the country's civil and
commercial code, calls marri-
age a partnershiP between
two people age 18 and above,
without specifying gender: It
also gives LGBTQ couPles
equairights to adopt children,
claim tax allowances, inherit
properfy and give consent for
medical treatrnent when their
parhrers are incapacitated.

The bill has been contenti-
ous since its first version was
introduced over 20 yearc ago.
While Thailand is one of the
most open places in the world
for gay couples, it is socially
conservative in other waYs. In
Feb, lawmakers dismissed a
proposal to let people change
genders on offrcial docume-
nts. But a majority of the Thai
public supports the mariage
equality bi]I. Last year, 60 % of
adults in Thailand said they
backed legalislng same-sex
mariageinasurvey. NYr

bill
First fiffi $outheast &s&a And 3d ln Asia To

Allow Sweh {Jxlimns After Nepal' Ilaiuuan
J awmakers in Thaila.nd bill's passage underscores

^ E voted on Tuesday to app- Thailand's status as a reliative
' $ .roreamarriageequality havenforgaycouplesinAsia'

.bill, a move that puts the cou- Only Thiwan and Nepal have

ntrry on a clear path to becom- legalisedsame-sexmarriage'
inginenrstinSoutheastAsia In some Asian cotmtries,
tolegalisesame-sexmarriage. gay sex is a criminal offense'

Thaiand's Senate passed the Indonesia,wheregaymarria-
billbyl30votesto4,withsome ge is illegal, made extramari-
abstentions,onT\resdayafter- tal sex illegal l,lr2022' In 2019,

noon. It was approved by the Bmnei made gay sex punis-

" House of Repiesentatives in hablewithdeathbystoning'It
March. The legislation would later said it would not carry
becomelawafteritisreviewed out executions, after wide-

by a Senate committeeana fte spread lnternational prbtest'

Cbnstitutional Court and re- After the biJl's passage'

ceives royal assent from the hunfueds of supporters gat-

king, a formality that is wide- hered in downtown Bangkok
lyexpectedtobegranted. to celebrate the milestone de-- 

"After 20 years of trying to spite the punishing heat, wa-

Iegalise this matter," activist vingflagsandthrowingcolor-
. fliifa xyoka Shodladd said in ful balloons at a Pricle ralllt A

the Senate chamber after the paradebeganwiththebangof
vof;, "finaltV love wins." The a firecracker and confetti fly-

P8
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'appalled'

by jail term;
file appeal

presumption
is paramount

London: Britail,s wealthi-
est famiJy the Hindujas, ha_
ve said they are ..appalled..

by_a Swiss court,s ruling of
JaU terms for some members
and havefiled an appeal in a
higher court challenging the
verdict finding them gui.lty
of exploiting domestic wor_
kers lrom India emploved at
their villa in Geneva

A spokesperson for the
affected family members,
Kamal and Prakash Hinduja
and their son Ajay and his
wife Namrata - who are all
Swiss nationals, pointed out
on Saturday that neither of
them have been subjected to
any "imprisonment, convic-
tion, sentence or detention.,,

"Per Swiss law procedu_
res, the iower court's judge_
ment is rendered ineffecti-
ve and inoperative as the

of innocence
until and un-

less a final judgment bythe

rity is " the fami

the dase
no complainants left

Eariieron Friday in a sta-
tement issued on behalf of
the family stressed their cli-
ents had been acquitted of
all human trafficking char-
ges. They also dismissedme-
dia reports thal any mem_
bers of the family faced de_
tention after coun reports
from Geneva said the fou-r
were sentenced to between
four and four-and-a-half ve-
arsinprison. cn -
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' 
Probe into 1985

fs

Kanishka bombing
remains active &
ongoing: Canada

Ottawa: Investigations into
thebombingof the Air India
Flight 182 remain "active
and ongoing", the Canadian
police have said, terming it
the "Iongest" and one of the
"most complex domestic ter-
rorism" probe, ahead of the
deadly bombin g's 39th-ann i-
versarymemorial.

The Montreal-New Delhi
Air India'Kanishka' Ftight
182 exploded 45 minutes befo-
re it was to have landed at
London's Heathrow Airport
on June 23, 1985, killing all
329 on board, most of them
Canadians of Indian de-
scent. It was blamed on Sikh
militants in retaliation to
'Operation Bluestar' to flush
out militants from the Gol-
den Temple in 1984.

Royal Canadian Moun-
ted Police assistant commis-
sioner David Teboui said the
impacts of the bombing "ha-
ve not diminished with ti-
me". He said thatthe trauma
it caused has impacted gene-
rations. "We must never for-
get those innocent lives lost
to this tragedy and other acts
of terrorism." he said. prr
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top court
lawthat disarms

abusers
a

Washington: The US Supre-
me Court ru-led Friday that the
government can take guns
away from people subject to
restraining orders for domes-
tic vloience, Iimiting the sweep
of a blockbuster decision in
2022that had vastly expanded
Second Amendment rights.

Indeed, Friday's decision
amounted to a retreat from
what hadbeen anunbroken se-

ries of major rulings favou-
ring grrn rights that started in
2008, when the court first re-
cognized an individual consti-
tutionai rightto keep firearms
in the home for self-defense.

In the 2022 decision, the co-
urt established a rightto carry
gr.rns outside the home and an-
nounced a new test to assess all
sorts of gun control laws, one
that looked to historical practi-
ces to judge their constitutio-
nality That new test has sown
confusion in the lower courts,
with some judges striking
down laws that had been on the
books for decades.

, The case decided Frida5lt
\\............."...

Justice Clarence Thomas,
author of the maiority opinion
in the 2022 decision, New York
State Rifle & Pistol Association
v. Bruen, was the only dissenter

United States v Rahimi, as-
ked whether a Texas man co-
uld be prosecuted under fede-
ral 1aw making it a crime for
people subject to domestic
violence restraining orders
to possess guns. Chief Justice
John Roberts, writing for the
majority in the B-1 decision,
said the answer was yes and
that Second Amendment
rights have limits. rvr
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* 
Death for Christian man ill

Pak for sharing hateful posts
Petruland dieel
pdces hiked in Fak

.' eeks afterslashingthe pri-

'l lY ces of fuel ahead of the Eid
ul Adhafestival, the pakistan
govt Mondaysharply hiked their
prices forthe nextfortnighL
According to a notification, the
prices of petrol and High-Speed
Diesel (HSD) were raised by Rs
7.45 and Rs 9.56 per litre respect-
ively, the Express Tribune report-
ed.The newex-depot petrol
price for July I to 15 would be Rs
265.61per litrecompared to Rs
258.16 in the previous fortnight,
up by2.9olo, the Dawn reported.
However, petrol would be
available forover Rs 266 per litre
in the retail market, itsaid. On
the other hand, the new ex-depot
price of HSD is Rs 277.45 per litre,
or3.60lo higherthan the Rs267.89

9,u,91ll: ::'t 
to'tnignt' "'

the man shared "the hatefril co-
ntent at a sensitive time when
authorities were already strug-
glingtocontainviolence." ac 

.6

fr
o

Multan: A court in pakistan
sentenced a Christian man to
death for sharing what it saj.d
was hateful content against
Muslims on social media after
oneof the worstmob attacks on
Christians in the eastern pun-
jab province last yea4 his lawy-
er said Monday adding he will
appealtheverdict.

In Aug 2023, groups of Mu-
slim men burned dozens of
homes and churches in the ci-
ty of Jaranwala after some re-
sidents claimed they saw two
Christian men tearing out pa-
ges from the Quran. throwing
them on the ground and writi-
ng insulting remarks on other
pages, authorities said.

Ehsan Shan, though not pa-
rtyto the desecration, was accu-
sed of reposting the defaced pa-
ges of the Quran on his TikTok
accormt, his lawyer Khurram
Shahzad said. He also said he
would appeai against the death
sentence issued Saturday by a
court in the city of Sahiwal in
Punjab. Amir Farooq, a police
officer who arrested Shan, said
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shows I\IY officer fatally shooting boy, 13,

, otr ground. Police say he poinrcd a repllca gun
New York: Video released late
Saturday shows an officer in
upstate New York fatally shoo-
ting a 13-year-old boy who had
been tackled to the ground after
he ran from police and pohted
a replica handgun at them.

The teen was killed a litUe
after 10pm (Iocal time) F?iday
inUtica afteroflicers in the city
about 400km northwest of Ma-
nhattan stopped two youths in
connection with an armed rob-
bery investigation, police said.

The youths, both 13, mat-
ched the descriptions of the
robbery suspects and were in
the same area at around the
same time the day afteq police
said. One was also walking in
the road, a violation of state
tralfic law The body cameravi
deo released by police captures
an officer saying he needs to pat
them down to ensure they don't
have any weapons in their pos-

session. Immediately one of
the two, identifred by police as
asNyahMwayrunsaway

Authorities froze frames of
the video where a running Ny-
ah Mway appears to point the
gun at the pursuing ofTicers. Po.
Iice also edited the video to in-

The inconsolable mother of 13-yr-old

Nyah Mway at city hall in Utica. The
boy was identified as a refugee born
in Myanmar and a member of the
Karen ethnic minority community

sert a red circle around the wea-
pon to show it to viewers. The
officers believed it was a hand-
gun, police said, but it was later
determined to be a replica of a
Glock 17 Gen 5 handgun with a
detachable magazine.

"During a ground struggle"
with the teen, one of the office-
rsfired a slngle shotthat struck
the boy in the chest, Utica poli-
ce chief Mark Williams said.

The teen was given "imme-
diate" first aid by the officers
and taken to W1,nn Hospital,
where he died, the chief said.

The replica gun carried by

the teen "is in all aspects a rea-
listic appearing firearm with
GLOCK markings, signatures,
detachable magazine. and seri-
al numbers," Lt Michael Cur-
Iey a police spokesperson, said
via emai-L "However ultimately
it flres only pellets or BB's."

A bystander video posted to
Facebook shows one of the offi-
cers chasing after Nyah Mway
and tackling him to the ground.
It also shows the officer put-
ching the teen as two other offi-
cers arrive. A gunshot rings out
as the teen is on the ground and
the officers quickly standup.

The officer who fired his
gun was identified as Patrick
Husnay a six-year veteran of
the agenc5z Husnay and officers
Bryce Patterson and Andrew
Citriniti were placed on admi-
nistrative leave with pay

The police body camera vi
deo shows a chaotic scene.

Nyah Mway points the rep-
lica handgun at the officers
while he runs from them. The
oflicers scream "gunl" to each
other as they run. Patterson
then tackles and punches Nyah
Mway. andas thetwo atp wrest-
Iing on the ground. flusnay

t

opens fire. Officers initially
thought Nyah Mway may have
shot himself, and Patterson sa-
ys, "I don't know if he shot me."
It is not clear whether he is re-
ferring to Nyah Mway or his fel-
Iow officer. Patterson was not
struck. Bystanders scream at
the police throughout the recor-
dings, and at one point an offi-
cer yells back: "We're trying to
save him right now!" The other
youth was detained in the back
of a police vehicle and was not
involved in the shooting.

The police department rele-
ased the body camera videos
following a publlc outcry as the
shooting roiled Utica, a city
with a population of 65,000. It is
home to more than 4,200 people
from Myanmar, according to
The Cente4 a nonprofit that
helps to resettle the refugees.

Nyah Mway who local me
dia reports said was an Bth gra-
der at Donovan Middle School,
was identified as a refugee born
in Myanmar and a member of
the Karen ethnic minority

Thepolice department is co-
nducting ari internal investiga-
tion to see whether officers fo1-

lowedpolicies andtraining. an
N
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SC cut federal agencles wngs.

a'mixedbag' for diaspora

r-e-3he US Supreme Court in
i its recent decision has

3^ overturneda40-Year-old
tenant that courts should give

substantial deference to fede-

a

Lubru"x"rlY@ti mesof india'com

\

titled
are not Presumptively en-

to iudicial deference. "

is i mixed bag. It could, in

In late June, while deciding migration and NationaliW Act

the case of Loper BrightEnter' (rNA). Hence, emploYers maY

prises, Chief Justice John Ro- beable tofindacourtwillingto
berts held that courts must ex- give a more favourable inter-

ercise their independentjudge pretation of a statute granting

H-lBorLvisa classificationtoa i

noncitizen worker."
Save Jobs USA, an advoca-

ash the H-4 EAD Programme
the US Congress has

US factors. Agency interPreta- because
not delegated thepowertocre-:

raI agency decisions. Overtur-
ningof the earlier judgement'
which came to be known as the
'Chevron Deference' doctri-
ne'. has wide reaching imPli-
cations in the realm of immig-
ratioirlaws, antl is amixed bag

for the Indian diasPora'
Accortling to immigration

dttorneys, it could boost the

chancei of success for US em-

olovers who hire immigrant
L*plov""t (such as those on

ft-f-g visal while challenging
unfavourable decisions taken
bv the US CitizenshiP and lm-
migration Services (USCIS) -
such as on visa extenslons on

eioundsthat the occuPation is

iot :specialised'' However' it
couldilso mean thatwork aut-

froiisation available to H-4 vi-
sa holders (sPouses of H-1B

who are on track for a green

card). could be subject to a

fresh bout of litigation'

ment in deciding whether an

asencv has acted within its sta-

tritorvauthoriW Rajiv S' Khan

na. managmg attorneY at Im-

migration.com told TOI: "The

ioier Brieht decision cuts both

wavs. tretPtl anA harmfttl' Be-

cause of this order, courts carl

now review both the beneficial
and pernicious decisions made

f:u USCfS and departrnent of
trtmeland securitY @HS) based

ontheir interPretationof vario-

workers (on an intra'company
transfer) to ha'"e a better chan'

ce in fightingtheir case' CYms
n. Iritehta, New York based im-

misration attorneY, told ltOI'
"W]thout Chewon, federal co-

urts will no longer PaY deferen-

ce to a govtagenq/s interpreta-
tion oi a Provision in the Im-

crl srouP of tech workers'
#niir, iti. bPen challenging
the H-+ emPlol'rnent authori
sation documentation (EAD)

"oL. 
hu. 

"., ^PPeal 
Pending in

the DC Circuit Court of APPe-

als. TheY are contesting that
because-of the LoPer Bright
rlecision the court should qu-

tions
ate it. So far, courts have held

It that theDHS does have the aut-

some cases, give US employers horiWto issue work authorisa-

who hire H-lB workers or LI tion to latfully admitted indi-:i
viduals. Khanna points out
thatthe earlier eourt decision,
which uPheld the EAD ru]e,

ditl not rely on the overturned
legal cloctrine. Butrenewed li-
tigation means arxious times :

aheadfor nearly alakhlndian i

families where the H-4 sPouse ,

trotOs a wort authorisation' ?
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ilush money: Prosecutors agree to delry

Trump sentencing after immunityruling
New York: Manhattan Prose- Biden: SG\tedict could frrrn Plez into'king'
cutors on TuesdaY agreed with
Donald TrumP's request to
postpone his criminal senten-
iing so that the jutlge oversee-

ingthe case could weigh whet-
her a recent US
Supreme Court
mling might
imperilhis con-
viction, new co-
urt fllings
show. It is uP to

{t,

cases are mired in delaSt

Trump, who was convicted
of falsifying business records
related to his cover-up of a sex nt. ALthoughthe Manhattan ca'

scandal during 2016 Ptez cam' se does not centre on TrumP's

the judge to determine whether
to postponethe sentencing. tho-

ugh with both sides in agree-

ment, a delaY seemed likely
A delay would rePresent a

surprislng setbackfor the case,

which led to the first convictlon
of an American ex-President'
The sentencing was likelY to be

the onlY moment of crimlnal
accountability for the twlce-im-
peached and four-time indicted
iormer president whose other

paign, was scheduledto be sent-

enced on JulY I1. He faces uP to
four years in Prison, thoughhe
could receive as littie as a few
weeks in jail, or Probation.

On MondaY the Planned
sentencing hit a snag when the

presidencv or official acts -
tut rather on his Persona-l acti-
vitv durins the 2016 campaign
- "t j. Iu*yltt argued MondaY

that prosecutors had built their
case parlly on evidence tiom
his time intheWhiteHouse' ruw
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UN body calls
lmran anest

'arbitrary', Pak
slams report
Omer Farooq l(han I rr.rx

Islamabad: Pakistan on Tu-
esday denounced a UN rePort
that termed the detention of
former PM Imran Khan as
"arbitrary and in violation of
internationa-i law", asserting
that the arrest of the cricket-
er-turned-politician and the
cases against him were an
"internal matter" of the cou-
ntry Imran, the founder of
PTI party hasbeen in jail sin-
ce Aug last year following his
conviction in a Toshakhana
case. The Elect ion Commissi-
on subsequentlY disqualifled
him for five vears, ahead of
Feb elections. He is also faci-
ng prosecution in other cases.

In an oPinion released on
Monday the Geneva-based
UN Working GrouP on Arbit-
rary Detention concluded th-
at Imran's detentlon had no
legal basls, and aPPeared to
havebeen intended to disqua-
Iify him from running for Po-
litical office. The "aPProPria-
te remedywouldbe to release
him immediatelY", it said.
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e is first
undernewEu competitionlaw

EU regulators said Apple was
putting unlawful restrictions on
companies that make games,
musrc services & other aoos

tnat make garnes. music servi

Commission executive vice-
president in charge of compe-
tition poiicy She said Apple's
App Storepolicies makedeve-
lopers more dependent on the
company and prevent consu-
mersfrom beingawareof bet-
ter offers. EU regulators said

andgaveApplea
the charges preliminary

chance to re
were

spond. Afinal decision will be

c_es ar:d other applications.
Under rhe law. Apple cannot
Jrmtt now companies commu_
nrcate with customers about
sales and otheroffers and c<.rn_
tent avai-lable outside the App
Store. Thecompanyfaces a pe_
nartyot uptol0oo of globa_lre

consumers. Developers can
pomt consutxers to websites
to make purchases outside the
App Store. the companv said.

"Throughout the past se-
veral months, Apple has ma_
oe a number of changes to
comply with the OMA in re_

announced by next March.
Apple defended its practi_

ces. saying irs rules and fees
are,a f3ir trade for providing
such a large plaform to reach

venue, a fine that couJd go upto 20% for repeat infringe
ments. Apple reported gS83
billionin revenue lastyear: sponse to feedback from de-"Todayisa veryirnportant velopers and the Europeanday for the effective enforce- ission," Apple said.Comm
ment of theDMA, " said Mar- ,,We are confident our plangrethe Vestagel European complies with thelaw" r.rw

.l
I l2
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Musk sued for
'insider trading'
.,-r. Tesla shareholderfiIeda

,"'1,. lawsuit on Thursday ac-
cusingCEO ElonMuskof in-
sider trading when he sold
over $7.5 billion of shares of
the electric carmaker in late
2022, saying the billionaire
entrepreneur sold the sha-
res before potentially disap-
pointing production and de-

Ilvery numbers were made
public. Sharehoider Michael
Perry in the lawsuit fildd in
Delaware Chancery Court,

i ctaimed that Musk "'imPro-

i perlybenefited" bY $3 billion
i ininsiderprofits. neurens r
*{-
:
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Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The state CID, af-
ter investigating for a

month, has arrested a cou-
ple for their involvement in
trafficking Bangladeshi
women, bY luring them
through IMO, a social me-
dia platform. The racket
originated in Dhaka and
Chittagong and oPerated in
Ranaghat and Kolkata befo-
re reaching Delhi.

The CID's anti-human
trafficking unit said accu-
sed couple Buddhadeb Gan
(3]) and his wife Sonia Fak ir
(28) ciaimed to be residents
of Kaiyani inNadia. "Wera-

fi The accused were
j presented before at the

$ local Saket court in
I Oetni and their transit

$ remand was granted

ided an address near Go-

vindpuri in southeast Delhi
on Friday. The couPle tried
to flee towards the railwaY
station but were arrested,"
said an officer.

The accused were Pre-
sented before the Saket co-
urt in Delhi and their trans-
it remand was granted.

On May B, a 3O-Year-o1d

Bangladeshi woman was re-
scued by the RPF from Seal-

dah station while she was
boarding a train to Dhan-
bad. During interrogation,
she said Sonia had directed
her to come to India for bet-
teremployment.

She had travelled to the
international border and
reached Ranaghat where'
another person helPed her
inreachingKolkata.

A case under IPC 370

was registered bY Sealdah
GRP

This case assumed sig-
nificance after the Ranchi
Sadar police nabbed three
Bangiadeshi women last
month. CoPs claim there
might be a connection bet-
ween the two cases' 

'+4{16

Ia
D

a
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nage 1na
set him after

lian Assange will
Wed-

that will
a 14-year

12-yr
Assange to be a free man

ady served at a hearing in
the US territorY of SaiPan in
the Pacific.

Assange, 52, has agreed
to plead guilrr to one crimi-
nal count of consPiring to
obtaln and disclose classifi
ed US national defence docu-
ments.

The deal marks the end
of a lega1 saga that has seen
Assange spend more than fi-
ve years in a Rrltish high-se-
curity jail and seven holed
up in the Ecuadorean em-
bassy inLondon as he fought
accusations r;f sex crimes in
Sweden and battled extradi-
tion to the US, where he fa-
cedlB criminal charges.

Assange left Belmarsh
prison early on MondaY be-

fore being bailed bY London
high court. nrurtns Sg SPP

Assange disembarks at
en route to US territorY of Saipan

British lega1 odYsseY and a1-

Iow his return home to Aust-
ralia. He is due to be senten-
cedto 62months of timealre-

t-
I

i
I
\

i
\i

I
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