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News Relating to Arrest (Criminal Law Section)
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pura manin

custody for
raping minor
stepdaughter

: A 45year-old

: day labourer was reman-
: ded to police custody for
i three days in Tripura’s
! Khowaidistrictforalleged-

: ly raping his 13-year-old

i stepdaughter over the past
: threemonths.

According toSDPO Pus-

: han Kanti Majumder; the
! accused has confessed to
: the crime. The survivor's
i causeof injuries,the SDPO
i said, can only be ascertai-
¢ ned after medical tests and
: forensicinvestigation.

“Allegedly, the teen was

abused several times but
¢ eouldn’t divulge her ordeal

i toanybody. Recently, police

i learned the matter

¢ her school and immediate-

dpeeen

ly the accused was arres-
ted,” Majumder stated. i
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_Rﬂw A,as-mmld ‘Wwom-

Pottam faced 12 warrants

on basis of cases registered

' against her, Bijapur 8P Jiten-

dra Yadav said. “She has been
actively working as an urban

link for Maoists and was liv-

ing in Ralpur under a w

name. She was in-

volved inviolentincidentsby suppor
Mnois:s ‘attempted murder, reg
S0n, instigating public

nOn 0
Llheﬂlesmndammdthenr
rest, calling Pottam an “activ-
ist”, and describing heras a
“tharn in eyes of police Sor

to PUCL ‘members. Activist
‘and human rights defender

aresidentof

Sungeta Pottam,

to ha‘Fs m mrkmg for
Mmlvasd Bnehao_mmiaa

age in Blspur |
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Porsche teen’s mom arrested,”

Times News NETWORK

ik

if she indeed gave her blood

slapped with forgery charges

Pune: The mother of a 17-
year-old boy involved in the
May 19 Porsche Tayecan crash
in Pune was arrested late Sat-
urday afternoon for allegedly
giving her blood sample in
placeof her gon’s for the alco-
hol test to determine if he
 was driving under the influ-
i encewhen the luxury electric
i car fatally hit two software
i engineers on 2 bike at
i 160kmph.
: Pune police crime branch
' initially detained the 49-year-
old woman around 6.30am at
her Wadgaonsheri bungalow.
“We have recorded her state-
ment. She said doctors at the
hospital had asked her to give
herblood instead of her son’s.
She pretended not to know
why the doctors told her
that,” Pune police commis-
sioner Amitesh Kumar said,
following her arrest later in
theday.
W\ The boy and his friends

The car was allegedly r&cingax
160kmph at time of the accident

had visited two pubs that
night before the accident
around 2.30am, according to
police. The mother was ar-
rested on charges of forgery
and destruction of evidence
after DNA analysis revealed
the blood sample did not be-
long to her son. A Maharash-
tra govt-appointed commit-
tee reported that a woman
and two elderly people pro-
vided blood samples instead
of the boy's after the acci-
dent. “We will take her blood
samples afresh for DNA fin-
gerprinting tests to confirm

for the test,” a senior erime
branch officer said.

Police were unable tocon- .

tact the boy’s mother for four
days. “The woman had gone
to Mumbai. She returned to
Pune late Friday night. Our
team went to the bungalow af-
ter we came to know about
her return,” a senior crime
branch officer said.

Upon detention, an officer
handed her anotice to be pre-
sent at the observation home
to record her son’s statement
in her presence. ACP (crime)
Shailesh Balkawade said:
“Our team recorded theboy’s
statement in the presence of
hismother.”

The boy's 50-year-old fa-
ther, a prominent builder,
was arrested on May 21 foral-
lowing his underage son to
drive the Porsche despite
knowing the teenager lacked
adriving licence.

»Much evidence, P 7 /‘

i
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|ndian_ Coast Guard detains Iran boat, rescues Indian crévi |

New Delhi: An Iranian fish-
ing vessel has been detained
by Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) off the coast of Kerala
after its six-member Indian
crew complained of exploita-

tion by the boat’s owner.

~ After the ICG intercepted
the fishing vessel west of Bey-
pore in a swift sea-air oper-
ation late on Sunday night. a
team boarded the boat fo

check for “any anti-national

activity”, officials said on
Monday. “The crew alleged
their Iranian sponsor had ill-
treated them, and confiscated
their passports. They said

they had decided to escape
from Iran to India using the
game boat. The vessel was
safely brought to Kochi for
further investigation on Mon-
day,” headded. ™
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/ 25 arrested, 450+
booked after mob
attacks Christians

in Pak's Punjab

Lahore: Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on Sunday ho-
oked over 450 people and arres-
ted 25 of them under terrorism
anﬁothermargaafarat_taeking
members of ity Christi-
an community and police pers-
onnelon the issueof alleged de-
sacrannnafareligimmbmk,
Anmrmmbhd’bymdi-
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Vg heldin child
trafficking racket
bust, 11 rescued

Hyderabad: Investigation into
the sale of an infant in Hydera-
bad recently blew the lid off an !
inter-state child trafficking |
racket, leading to arrest of
eight persons on Tuesday and
rescue of 11 children, aged be- :
tween 23 days and three years, }
from different parts of Telan- :
ganaand Andhra Pradesh.
The operation was conduct-
ed by Rachakonda police after
ﬂlreepersons,whowerepmof :
the racket, were arrested earli-
erthis month. :
A hunt isstillon for the‘sup-
pliers’, the policestated. mn
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Vﬂ'ummm
vandalism: Main
accused held

I'najejntopetatiﬁn, Spe- !
cial Operation Group i
and Bhakti Nagar police :
‘on Saturday arrested the :
main accused in the van- |
dalism at the Ramakrish- |
na Mission property at :
Salaguraon theoutskirts
of Siliguri. Pradip Roy i
- was produced ina Jalpai-
guricourton Sunday and 'f!
sent to pa]me custeéyﬁor !

l:he@se P4 ;?-
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- Cuffs on main acc

Roshan Gupta | rnn

Siliguri: In a joint operation, -

the Special Operation Group

(306) and Bhakti Nagar police

arrested Pradip Roy on Satur-
day evening — the prime acey-
sed in the vandalism at the Ra-
makrishna Mission property at
Salagura on the outskirts of Si-
liguri.

/" Roy was produced before the
S

Pradip Roy was produced in
Jalpaiguri court on Sy nday
and sent to police custody
for three days

Jalpaiguri court on Sunday and
sent to police custody for three
days. This is the 10th arrest in
connection to this case,

The Ramakrishna Mission
property, located in ward 8 un-

der the Siliguri Municipal Cor-
poration was allegedly vandali-
sed by helmet-wearing, armed
miscreants in the early hours of
May 19,

Police had filed two FIRs
one registered by the mission

Aauthority and the other by the

prime accused. However, four
days after the incident, police
escorted the seerétary of RKM,
Siliguri, Swami Shivaprema-

sed in Hills RKM property va

nanda to the property and the
property related papers were
handed over to the mission aut-
horities on May 23.

According to the cops, Roy
Was trying to escape but he was
arrested from Siliguri junction
on Saturday evening,

“Initially; five suspects were
arrested by Bhakti Nagar poli-
ce, followed by the apprehen-
sion of three more ind ividuals,

Subsequently, Alok Das alias
Chottu, the alleged mastermind
was arrested from the Khola.
chand Fafri area on Friday. Fol-
lowing his arrest we received a

ndalism

4z
y
3
i
i
-
:
‘'

tip-off and arrested Roy on Sa. :
turday evening, We have arres- :
ted 10 persons in connection to :
this case, including Roy who is ;
the kingpin,” said an official :
with the Siliguri Metropolitan

police,

&

T



T™HE Timés of TAPA

MAY 38, 2524

Page 16 of 373

Rebecca.Samervel@timesgroup.com

! Mumbai: A day after convicting
i them for the murder of 28-year-
i old BBlunt Salon executive Kirti
i Vyasin2018despite herbodynev
i er being found, a sessions court
on Tuesday sentenced her col-
i leagues Siddhesh Tamhankar
: (33)and Khushi Sahjwani (48) to
i life imprisonment by relymg
! strongly on corroborated eir-
cumstantial evidence.
: They were also sentenced to
i seven years' rigorous imprison-
 ment for destruction of evidence
k by dumping Vyas’s body in Ma-

X

hul creek. In a 114-page detailed
judgment, additional sessions
judge M G Deshpande said
“the unbroken chain of
links of circumstances”
proved the crime beyond
reasonable doubt.

The court said all the
evidence — the deposi-
tion of 39 witnesses; call
data records; CCTV footage from
March 16, 2018, (the day Vyas went
missing)that wasrecovered from
various spots; and the conduct of
the accused — conclusively es-
tablished that Vyas wasstrangled
todeath by theduoinside 8ahjwa-

Pé

2 get \ife term for Mum salon exec’s murder

ni'sear “..Thep of blood-
stain (m ‘the car) and the DNA
analysis repesrtennfirmthamir
ti was not alive but had been
killed,” observed the court.
The judge said the prose-
cution cannot be forced to
prove what had happened
inside the car when Vyas got
into it and after her phone

‘wasswitched off at9.30amat Jija-

mataNagarin Worlithatday, add-
ing that her being with them
leads to “the only and only infer-
ence that she was*murdered by
both of them”.

Bhoiwada-based Tamhankar

an accounts executive, with who
worked for the salon BBlunt Sa-
lon in Andheri, feared losing his
job after being put on notice by
Vyas, a finance manager, over his
poor performance, at work, and
about his relationship with a
married Sahjwani being ex-
posed. “...the way Siddhesh and
Khushi were living their lives
clearly indicates anxiety about
separation, which motivated
bothof themto causeKthl Imys-
terious disappearance,” the
judge said. Sahjwani, a Santa-
eruz resident, worked at the sa-
lon'sacademy. S



_Page 17 of 373
MAY 23 2024 d

. 1
Porsche crash:
Teen driver’s
dad, 2 others
detained

GiteshShelke &
Mohammed Akhef

Pune: A prominent builder
and father of the 17-year-old
boy involved in Sunday’sfatal
Porsche Taycan crash was de-

. tained on Tuesday along with
his driver and an associate in |
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
240km from Pune.

The builder faces charges
for allowing his underage s |
on., who lacks a valid driving
licence and proper training
and consumes alcohol, to |
drivethecar. !

Police also arrested Na-
man Bhutada, 25, and Sachin |
Kaatkar, 85, the owner and |
staffer of a pub in Mundhwa
locality of Pune, and Sandip
Sangle, 35. an assistant mana-
ger at another pub, also in
Mundhwa. The men are char-
ged with serving liquor to mi-
nors without verifying their
age. They were remanded in
custody till May 24.

Pune cops are transpor-
ting the builder and the two
others to the city, and he is
ted and presented in court on
Wednesday.

Pune police commissioner
A Kumar said: “We will ques-
tion the other two people and
will take a call on whether to
make them co-accused.”

Aneesh Awadhia and Ash-
wini Koshta, both 24 years old
and from Jabalpur in ME, we-
rekilled in theaccident neara
pub in an upscale Pune neigh-
bourhood when the Porsche
electric luxury sedan struck
their bike from behind at
160kmph around 2.30am,
dragging Koshta for 50ft. ac-
cording to police.

b “Tried to outsmart us’, P 14/



Cops: Teen’s dad tried
to outsmart us after
fleeing from the city

pContinued i'mm P1

e underage driver was
I detained and Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB) re-
leased him later with certain
conditions such as writing a
300-word essay and assisting
RTO officers for 15 days. Poli-
cehavefiled areview applica-
tion against the Juvenile Jus-
tice Board's bail order, while
seeking to try the teenager as
anadult.

The matter will continue
on Wednesday.

A case was also registered
against the two pubs — the te-
enagerandhisfriendsvisited
— for serving liquor to mi-
nors. “On Tuesday &vening.
we also detained a
and a staffer of Blak Marriott
for questioning and will take
a call on their arrest soon,”
DCP (crime) Amol Zende sa-
id. The police are searching
for two more suspects. “The
builder attempted to out-
smart us after fleeing from
the city. He sent one of his ve-
hicles towards Mumbai and
another to Goa. He borrowed
a vehicle from an associate
butthis vehicle had an inbuilt
GPS device. Examining
CCTV footage from the buil-
der’s bungalow, we found that

Police found the
ana_ts‘n‘ﬁatelila
hotel and their
questioning led
them to a lodge near
Ilatrnpntl

rnﬂmystaﬂon
where the builder
was hiding

he had left in a car towards
Ahmednagar road. Based on
the wvehicle’s registration
number, we secured the GPS
coordinates and tracked the
vehicle to Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar,” police chief Ku-
mar said.

Police found the builder’s
driver and an associateyin a
hotel and their questjajng
led them to a lodge near
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
railway station where the bu
ilder was allegedly hiding
“The builder had switche
off his cell phone since Mon
day morning. Our teams ms
naged to reach the star hote
and the driver gave us the
whereabouts of his employ-
er,” ACP(crime)Shailesh Bal-
kawade said.

Page 18 of 373
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Youth arrested for
date-rape in Kasha

Sarthak.G@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A youth wasarres.
tedon Saturdayforallegedly
raping a woman whom he
had asked to accompany
him to a friend’s birthday
party.

Instead of going to a par-
ty. heand his friend took her
somewhere else, spiked her
drink and allegedly raped
her.

The two had been dating
for the past three months af-
ter meeting online.

Afterthe woman lodgeda
complaint at the Kasba poli-
ce station, the youth, Fazal

............................................

Hossein, was arrested from
his Beniapukur home.

He was on Sunday re-
manded in police custody
till May 17. Cops are looking
for hisfriend,

Opposing Hossein’s bail,

ARRESTED FROM
BENIAPUKUR

govt counsel Subhashis
Bhattacharya said in court
that the woman had first ca-
me across the accused on so-
cialmedia on Jan 25,

They became friendsand
started dating and going out
together.

It wasalleged that Hosse.
in, after a few dates, asked
the woman to meet him as he
said would take her to a fri-
end’s birthday party at Ta-
gore Park in Kasba.

“The woman has compla-
ined that she was not taken
toany birthday party, but so-
mewhere else,” said a police
officer. Headded, “Accompa-
nied by his friend, Hossein
gave her a spiked drink and
after she fell unconscious,
the two allegedly took turns
to rape her. We are looking
for the otheracensed, Hosse-
inisinpolice custodyand we
are questioning him.”

-
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 Arrest last option: HC'

1

relief in cow killing case

: _Pra_yag_rai: “Irrational and
indiseriminate arrest” is a
8ross violation of human
rights, Allahabad High Court
h_as said while granting anti-
Cipatory bail recently to g
man charged with @ cow
slaughter in an FIR in Var-
anasi. Justice Siddharth eri.
ticised the practice of arbit-
rary arrests, underscoring
the importanee of protecti
personal liberty and the need

for restraint in the use of ar-

rest powers by police, reports
esh Kumar Pandey.

/s

,_Mohammad Tahish Ra-
2a’s counsel argued that this
was his ﬂ_rs‘t offence and that
the charges were false, ex-
Pressing concern that his elj.
ent could be arrested at any
moment. The state counsel
contended that given the ge.
riousness of the allegations,
gnncipatqry bail should not

. ranted. He argued that
'sfearof arrest was unfo-

dedear ed on any |
substantive evider, N

ce,
P Arrests unnecessary’, poy

o

»Continued from P 1

dedthat personal liberty

is a fundamental
right that should only be
restricted when absolutely
necessary. The court’sdeci-
sion referenced the case
of Joginder Kumar vs State
of UP

The Supreme Court in
this case referred to the
third report of the Natio-
nal Police Commission,
which revealed that a
significant portion of ar-
rests in India were unne-
cessary or unjustified,

“!f ustice Siddharth conelu-

contributing to corruption

‘Most arrests in
India unnecessary’

within police. i

The report indicated :
that such arrests accoun- :
ted for 0% of unnecessary :
detentionsand43.2% of jail :
expenditures. ¥

“There is no definite :
period fixed for police to :
arrest an accused against
whom FIR has been lodged. :
The courts have repeatedly :
held that arrest should :
be the last option for !
police and it should be :
restricted to those excep- !
tional cases where arres- :
ting the accused is impera- !
tive or his custodial inter- !}
rogation is required,” Jus-
tice Siddharth said.
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“Considering the facts... dam-
ages,ageandaﬂmém(éf theae-
cused), lamnotineli toglve
excessivepunis'hmen,t,_”

' OnMaym.thswm'thadeb-
served that Patkar's statem.
entsc&ﬂiugsamﬂt\“m%.t_ﬁf’
and alleging his involvement
in hawala Sactions were
not only defamatory per se but
also crafted to incite negatjye
perceptions about hirm, o
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" False rape case:
‘Woman gets jailed -
~ for1,653 days

lice as wel] as the court she
@timesgroup.com had been kidnapped anq
; raped by Ajay in Delhj.
Bareilly; Additional distriet Divulging details about
court in Bareilly booked a the case, additional distrjct
Woman under section 195 (giv- government counsel Suneel
ing false or fabricated evi. . Pandey told TOI, “Ajay was
dence with intention to Pro- - booked under sections of
cure conviction) of IPC for Wwrongful confinement, rape
changing her statement ang and Pocso court on the com-
turning hostile in a confine- plaint of the girl’s mother
mentand rape eage, ADJGya- The girl had initially told the
nendra Tripathi sentenced  court she had been sedated,
her to 1,653 days in jai] along confined and raped by Ajay.
with Rs 5.9 lakh cash fine on After four years, she changad
Satumayevening. her statement nd told the
The eourt said, “Due to court that Ajay was innocent,
SWrVivor/  aceused’s false The sessions court booked
Statement, an innﬂcent'man her under section 195 of [pC,
spent 1,653 days (4 Years, 6 The court haq also said the
months and g days) in jail, victim had changed the state.
The Bovernment and judici- ment in favour of theaccuseq
ary ensure strict action in formoney."

women-related complaints Pandey further said, “On
but that doesn’t mean that Ebbruary:&,shetﬂld-the court
women, who intend tg take  she haq given the statement
undue advantage of the law, as she was pressured by her
be given to impact the mother, who didn’t like Ajay
rightsof the men,» due to his Proximity to her ej.
In 2019, Ajay Kumar aligs der sister Hep husband tolq
Raghav was allegedly booked thecourt he haq asked to com-
forkidnappingand raping his bromise in the case a5 he was
colleague's sistep The gir], fed up with the case trials anq

then 15 vears old, had told Po-  shechanged herstatement »
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Pune: A special courton Friday sent
parents of the 17-year-old Porsche
Taycan driverand their aide who fa-
cilitated contact with doctors at
Pune’s Sassoon General Hospital to
manipulate the teenager’s blood al-
cohol report, in judicial custody for
14 days. The trio was sent to Yerawa-
da Central Jail, reports Asseem
Shaikh.

Crime branch had arrested the
teen’s father, a city-based builder, and
mother, whose blood sample was
swapped with that of her son. Ash-
fagque Makandar who liaisoned, on
the builder’s behalf, with Dr Ajay Ta-
ware, the hospital’s suspended head
of forensic sciences department,

Lthraugh Atul Ghatkamble, a suspend-
=

edmortuary staffer, wasarrested. Ma-
kandar handed over Rs 3 lakh cash to
Ghatkamble, police said.

According to police, Dr Shrihari
Harnol, the hospital’s suspended ca-
sualty medical officer, switched the
blood samples at Taware’s instruc-
tion. Police arrested Taware, Harnol
and Ghatkamble and recovered Rs
9 5 lakh from Harnol and Rs 50,000
from Ghatkamble. Earlier, ACP
(crime) Satish Govekar produced the
parents and Makandar before special
court following theend of their police
remand. Govekar filed a report rec-
ommending judicial custody for the
parents and a three-day extension of
Makandar's police remand. Addition-
al public prosecutor Anil Kumbhar

|t vaansnassammmsamasin

" porsche crash: Teens parents, aide

sent to M-day judicial custody

said Makandar's questioning was es
sential to identify the place where the
conspiracy was hatched, and sought
timeforpoliceto identify thosepart of
it. The prosecutor said that after the
accident, Makandar was present at
Yerawada police station, the juve-
nilejusticeboard office, andSassoon
hospital. Prashant Kulkarni, the
lawyer representing Makandar, told
the court that his client’s question-
ing was not necessary because he
had been in police custody for 10
days. Lawyers Prashant Patil and
Abid Mulani appeared on behalf of
the teen’s parents.

After hearing both sides, special

judgeUM Mudhalkar sentthetrioto

judicial custody.

X4
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Cops rescue trader’s son 4
days afte

Taken From
New Mkt,
Found In

Bypass Hotel

Dwalpayan.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Police on Monday
rescued the son of a Tiljala
businessman who had alle-
gedly been abducted from
the New Market area on Fri-
day. He was rescued from a
hotel in Mukundapur off
Bypass.

The abductors had alle-
gedly demanded Rs 12 lakh

..........................................

from the victim’s father as
ransom over the telephone.
A total of eight persons have
been arrested in the case. At
least one suspect is still at
large. Investigators have re-
portedly confiscated the ve-
hicle used for the abduction.

§leuths from Tiljala poli-

8 ARRESTED

ce station and anti-rowdy
squad (ARS) of the detective
department joined hands to
rescuethevictim, relying on
both local sources and tech-
nicalleads. The incident has
led cops to review the man-
ner in which the crime was
committed. The opposition
political parties have raised
questions aboutthe city'ssa-

r abduc

foty Additional CP (I) Mur-
lidhar Sharma, said the fa-
mily members of the victim
_ identified as Mohammad
Irfan - contacted police
when he didn’t return home
at night.

The abductors had alle-
gedly threatened to kill Irfan
if the ransom wasn't paid.
Irfan’s father had lodged a
complaint with the police.
Cops tracked the ransom
call's network location to re-
ach the vietim.

“The kidnappers had
made several ransom calls
from various locations in
Kasba and Narendrapur
areas before finally being
traced at a hotel in Mukun-
dapur.” cops said. One Gau-

tion

rik Mukhopadhyay alias Da-
vid and one Vivek Agarwal :
were the first to be arrested.

Later, six others — identifi- -

ed as Ashutosh Roy. Suraj :
Kumar Singh, RohitRoy, Md
Alguama, Aman Kumar |
Gupta and Kundan Srivas-
tav— werearrested.
“Prima facie, we have fo-
und that the victim used to
run a call centre in Narend-
rapur, whose operations
stopped after police raided
it. David had given a loan of
Rs 16 lakh to the victim, but
he was not repaying it clai-
ming that he had no money
as the call centre was shut.
Hence, David hatched the
conspiracy,” cops said, ad-
ding probe is underway.
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M
Damani out
of jail after
3 months

Poulami.Roy@timesgroup.com L

Kolkata: Krishna Damani, So- |
uth Point ﬁustee,mwa]kﬂﬁ out
ofpman a

after he got bail from E&’:g |
Metropolitan Magistrate. Da-
mani, who spent three months
injall.vdllhmﬁoappearmm
urt on Monday.

The bail has bmgt\anteﬁ'
on five conditions — including
restriction on entering the So-
uth Point School or interfering
with any work related to the
schmlortheschwl society in

(m SCHOOLCASE

' the school account. Kolkata Po
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7 Sharjeel gets sedition case baj]*

ot o nsel for Sharjeel Imam submitteq
that he had u

A\

Times News Network

New Delhi: Delhi High ¢g-
urt on Wednesday granted
Statutory bail to JNU scho-
lar Sharjeel Imam i

volying alla.
gationsof se-
dition ang
unlawful ge-
: tivities, He
will emain in jail as he has
not been granted relief in
the larger conspiracy case
related to theriots,

In Feb this year, a trial
courthad denied Imam bail
in the sedition and UAPA
Case against him for alle-
gedly making inflammato-
Ty speeches ip Aligarh
Muslim University and Ja-

The
that

and-sevmmonﬂls-of

four years

incarceration out of

ﬂn‘menmnofmrhnummﬁsomnent

8one half of the maximum
sentence of seyen years
that could be awarded to

him, if convieteq. A divi-

sion bench of Justices Sy-
resh Kumar Kait and Manoj
Jain allowed the appeal af-

The prosecution appo-
sed the plea on the ground
that Imam had not undergo-
ne half the sentence. Accor-
ding to the Prosecution, the
delayed period of pre-trial
detention was solely attri-
butable to Imam, on whose
instancetheuia.lwg"sstayad
in 2022 The counsel for
Imam submitteq before the
bench that he had already

undergone four Years and
Seven months of incarcera-
tion out of the Seven years
of maximum imprison-
ment. Earlier thig year, the
trial court haq said that
“although Imam didnotask
anybody to bick up wea.
bons and ki]] people, his
speeches had mobiliseq the
public, which disrupted the
city” and might have been
the main reason for the out-
break of the riots.
“Through inflammato-
Ty speeches, the applicant
skilfully manipulateq the
real facts and incited the
public in order to create ha-
voc,” additional se-ssions
judge Sameer
said in the order. .

Bajpai haqd
—Z

rg
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7 Shocking’: SC slams Cal HC for
denymg ball to South Point trustee

@tjmesgmup com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday called Calcutta
High Court’s denial of bail to
South Point Education Socie-
ty trustee Krishna Damani a
“shocking state of affairs”.
“It is a magistrate-triable
case. How can a person be
kept in custody? See the coun-
ter filed by the state. Should
the aceused continue to
remain in custody for 10
years?” a vacation bench of
Justices A'S Oka anc Satish ©

Sharmaasked.

“It is very surprising that
people are not granted bail
even in such a case, more so
when the charge sheet has al-
ready been filed... as if these

» Denied bail on May 3,P 2
are some crimes against the
nation,” the bench said.
“Such a situation has arisen
only because two powerful
private parties are fighting.
(It is @) very sorry state of af-
fairs,” the bench said, refer-
ringtothe Birla- Dcldhatnss,‘;e.
The berch ordered cops to

produce SPES frustee Dama-
ni before the trial court with-

in a week after imposing ap-

propriate conditions. “Thisis

shocking that such matters

are now coming to the SC,” it
said. The Bengal government
counsel pleaded that the SC
could expedite the trial in-
stead of granting bail but the
bench insisted that not grant-
ing bail in such a case was
“unheard of”.

Senior lawyers A M
Singhvi, Mukul Rohatgi and
‘Mahesh Jethmalani appe-
ared for Damani.



"HC denied Damani

bail on May 3

Continued fromP1

A Calcutta HC bench
\uf justices Sabyasa-
chi Bhattacharyya
and Sugato Majumdar on
May 3 had denied bail to
Damani saying there was
“danger of the accused ab-
sconding if released on ba-
il” and referred to “the me-
ans, posi-

the accused vis-a-vis the
prospective witnesses in
the case as well as the 1ik-
elihood of the offence be-
ing repeated and evidence
being tampered with”.

The M P Birla Group,
headed by Harsh Vardhan
Lodha, had issued a state-
ment that Damani was ar-
rested “in connection with
a criminal complaint re-
gistered for defalcation of

Vo

funds, falsification of do

cuments and misuse of of
fice for personal gains”.
“These grave offences
appear to have been com-
mitted in collusion with
others and have been une-
arthed by a threadbare in-
vestigation by the MP Bir-
laGroup,” itadded.
A statement issued by
SPES, whose

“ﬂ!{mﬂmm
. standing of couneil  is

hastm-medmaanegm;mns
‘against Damani “frivolous
and false”. “Thecomplaint
is motivated with intent to
defame and harass the
trustees of our school and
to generally dmnm'alise

t, senior
staff, teaehm as well as
ourstuﬂmm *jtadded.
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Z Porsche teen’s

- bail nixed, in
custody till Jun 5

Asseem Shaikh & |
Vishwas Kothari | Ty l

i Pune: Juvenile Justice Board
: on Wednesday cancelled the
: bailof the17-year-oldsonof a
i builder invelved in Sunday’s |
¢ Porsche Taycan crash while
¢ allowing police’s application
i for reviewing the board’s ear-
i lier order on Sunday to set
i himfree.

Police had sought cancel-
i lation of bail arguing he sho-
i uld be tried as an adult for
! drink driving and smashing
i his car into a two-wheeler at
: 160kmph, leading to the death
i of twotechies. JUBsenttheju-
i veniletoanobservation home
: till Junes.

P e R L R R
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J@ rest by ED ina
 ingcase related to alleged il -1
 Jegal acquisition of 8:8acres

\ inRanchi reportsDhanan-
. jay Mahapatra. A vacation
: ‘bench of justices Dipankar
. Datta and SC Sharma crl
| tiqued Soren for suppress
 court had taken cognizance
 of the charges against him
. and his bail plea had been
 dismissed, Soren’s lawyer
 Kapil Sibal was allowed to

wthdraw the plea. .// . ..
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“No bail for boy who made

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Making an ex-
ception to the norm that
children in conflict with law
should be granted bail irre-
spective of seriousness of
the crime, Sup-reme Court
denied bail to a Uttarakhand
school student accused of
circulating obscene videos
of his classmate, a 14-year-
old girl, which allegedly dro-

vehertosuicide,

On Jan 10 this year, Juve-
nile Justice Board (JJB), Ha-
ridwar, had rejected the bail
plea of the ‘child in conflict
with law’, who had been boo-
ked under Sections 305 and

509 of IPC and Sections 13

and 14 of Pocso Act.

After JIB's decision was

upheld by Uttarakhand HC,

the boy through his mother
moved SC seeking bail. Se-
nior advocate Lok Pal Singh
argued that his parents were
ready to take care of him. He

obseene videos of girl, 14

mﬁm-m ‘home and that his
custody be given to his mot-
‘her. But theapex court bench
of Justices Bela M Trivedi
and I’ankaa Mithal-on Mon-
LC j_ut‘,lge

wearenot_ : inadtomrf&

re with the impugned order
passed by the high court at
this stage.” The girl had gone
missing from her residence
on Oct22 last yearand herbo-

dy was later recovered. Her
father lodged a police comp-
laint alleging that the boy
had shot obscene videos of
her and circulated the clips
among students. Fearing ig-

nominy, she took her ogm li-
fe, thtefa.thersaﬁw

» ‘Bad company’, P

=5



keeps bad company’

» Continued from P 1

ustice Ravindra Maithani
of Uttarakhand High Co-
urt on April 1 had given a
soned order declining bail

to thejuvenile.

He said, “For a child in
conflict with law (CIL), every
offence is bailable and such
CIL is entitled to bail irre-
spective of the offence being
classified as bailable or non-
bailable.”

However, he added, “Bail
may be denied if there arere-
asonable grounds for belie-
ving that his release is likely
to bring the ‘child in conflict
with law’ into the association
of any known criminal, expo-
se him to moral, physical, or
psychological danger, or if
his release would defeat the

endsof justice.”

Perusing the social inves-
tigation report about the ju-
venile in the case in hand, :
High Courtsaid heis anundi- i
sciplined child keeping bad
company and that he requi- :

red strict disciplining.

" The reportalsostated that
onrelease, therecouldbefurt-
heruntoward incidents invol-

ving him.

“Having considered the :
social investigation report, :
the medical examination re-
port,ﬂ-nereportﬁ'omthescho- ;

ol, this court is of the view
that the best interest of the
child would be served if he is
notgranted bail. If he isrelea-
sed on bail, itwoulddefinitely
defeat the ends of justice,”
Justice Maithani had said
while rejecting hisbail.
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1

ﬁc: Prima facie launder

case against Sisodia

Denies Bail,
Says Excise
Policy Process
Scuttled

Abhinav.Garg
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt dismissed Manish Siso-
dia’s bail pleas on Tuesday,
saying the prosecution ma-
de out a “prima facie case”
of money laundering aga-
inst the former deputy CM
in the excise policy case. It
can’t be ruled out that Siso-
dia, if released on bail, may
influence witnesses and
tamper with evidence as he
is “an influential person in
the power corridors of Del-
hi govt”, the courtadded.
Dismissing the AAP lea-
der’'s bail petition in cases
lodged by EDand CBL Justi-
ce Swarana Kanta Sharma
said, “The case at hand is a
grave misuse of power and
breachof publictrust by the
applicant who was serving
asdeputy CM of Delhiat the
relevant point.” The court
pointed out that the materi-
al collected during investi-

—eeee
"WIISUSE OF POWER, BREACH OF TRUST'

What Justice Swarana Sharma
said, dismissing bail plea:
» Case involves grave misuse
of power and breach of public
trust by Manish Sisodia who
was serving as deputy CM and
held 18 portfolios, says Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma
» ED material shows he
subverted process of
making excise policy
by fabricating public
feedback. Bid to
benefit select few for
advance kickbacks

gation showed that Sisodia
“subverted” process of ma-
king the policy by “fabrica-
ting” publicfeedback to suit
his “predetermined goal”.
HCsaid pre-drafted ema-
ils with specific suggestions
aligning with his own inter-
est were sent to the designa-
ted feedback email address
of the excise department
“under the guise of public
feedback or opinion by indi-
viduals who were instruc-
ted to do so by the applicant
Manish Sisodia himself”,
Justice Sharma termed
ita“deceptiveactthat wasa
calculatedmove tocreatean
illusion that the excise poli-
cy was formed after careful

» Failed to produce his two
mobile phones — possibility
of tampering with evidence on
ball can’t be ruled out. Might
also influence witnesses, many
of whom are public servants

» No delay by trial court, or
prosecution. Not fault of ED,
CBI & trial court that there
s voluminous record

_of investigation

' » Acceused insisting

physical
of thousands of
documents

consideration of feedback
received from the public-
_..but inreality, the feedback
was manufactured tojustify
the applicant’s decision to
formulate excise policy in
defiance of the expert com-
mitteereport”.

HC said the alleged cor-
ruption in this case “origi-
nated from Sisodia'sdesire”
tocreatealiberal policy that
wotuld benefit select indivi-
duals in return for a sub-
stantial amount as advance
kickbacks. Justice Sharma
read out a few portions of

P14

the verdict and noted that

Sisodia’s plea doesn’'t pass
the “triple test” for bail un-
der the PMLA.
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*SC cancels bail

given by Madras HC
to 8 PFl members
in UAPA case
AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Observing that
national security wasof para-
mount importance and reaso-

; nable restrictions could be

imposed on civil liberties of

. personsunder UAPA in thein-

. terestof the country’s sovere-
| ignty and integrity, SC on
' Wednesday cancelled the bail
i granted by Madras High Co-
i urt to eight PFT members and
i directed them to go back to

ail.
Abenchofllmrieesnelam
anka Mithatsa

id HC committed gross error
: innot considering the eviden-
i ce in its proper perspective

i and in recording a

: finding to the effect that.there
i wasnomaterial tosuggestthe

\ commission of any offence.
-

-

_P1
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> 9dayson,MLA *
~ Revanna gets bail
in kidnapping case

(S) MLA from Holenarasi-
i | pura HD Revanna, arrested
i nine days ago on charges of
i Kidnapping a woman in Man-
i dya district’s KR Nagar, was
. granted conditional bail on
. Monday by a special court for
i elected representatives in
: Bengaluru. He walked out of
i Bengaluru central prison on
i Tuesday. Revanna, son of for-
i mer PM HD Deve Gowda, is
i the first member of the for-
i mer PM’s family to be arres-
¢ tedina criminal case and lod-
i gedinprison.

A
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\
Revannagets f‘
interim bail in
harassment case

court in Bengaluru on

-Thursday granted in-
terim bailto JD(S)MLA and
former Karnataka minister

vanna at ﬁie Helenarsxpur
town police station in Has-
sandistricton April28. Praj-
wal reportedly left for Ger-
many on April 27 and is
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21-day

. Can Campaign
. For Remaining
- LS Poll Phases

+ New Delhi: In a big relief to
embattled Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal, the
Supreme Court on Friday
granted him interim bail in a
money laundering case at the
peakof theelection season but
barred him from visiting his
office ar the Delhi secretariat
and signing official files un-
less absolutely necessary for
obtaining the lieutenant gov-
ernor's approval.

Setting him free for 21 days
to campaign for the remaining
phases of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions after 50 days of custody
in the money laundering case
linked to the alleged Delhi ex-
cise scam, the court said he
shall surrender on June 2, a
day after the last phase of the
seven-phase poll gets over,

The fourth phaseof polling
will be held on May 13. A wave
of jubilation swept across the

bail for Kejriwal, but
‘Del CM cannot attend office

AT D)

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal addresses pa
from Tihar jail in New Delhi on Friday

N e

rty workers after beng released

INDIA bloc parties as thenews
spread like wildfire, with his
AAP terming it a “triumph of
truth". “Truth can be troubled
but not defeated, The decision
of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
is welcome. The dictatorship
will end. Satyamev jayate,”
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, also an accused in the
money laundering case, said
inapostinHindionX.
Kejriwal's release from

jail, however transient, is
expected to give a boost to
the AAPs I.ok Sabha
campaign in Delhi where poll-
ing is scheduled for May 25,
with its foremost leader hit-
ting the hustings,

While imposing a string of
bail conditions on Kejriwal,
the apex court direeted him to
furnish bail bonds of Rs 50,000
with one surety of the like
amount to the satisfaction of

.......................................................................................................................

thejail superintendent.

A bench of justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
rejected the vehement argu-
ment of the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) counsel that en-
larging Kejriwal on interim
bail to campaign in the elec-
tions will be without a prece-
dent. The court did not concur
with his contention that inter-
im bail to the AAP national
convener for campaigning
would be like giving “premi-
um of placing the politicians
in a beneficial position com-
pared to ordinary citizens of
this country”.

“While examining the
question of grant of interim
bail/release, the courtsalways
take into consideration the pe-
culiarities associated with the
person in questionand thesur-
rounding circumstances. In
fact, to ignore the same would
be iniguitous and wrong,” the
bench said, adding that the
Lok Sabha elections are the
“most significant and an im-
portant event this year”. em

P ‘Not a threat’,P5
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SC: Kejriwal not
convicted yet,
is not a threat

to society

o bench said no doubt,
serious accusations ha-
vebeen made, but Kejri-

:axeunderconsideraﬂma

more holistic and libertarian
view is justified, in the back-
ground that the 18th Lok Sab-
ing held,” the bench said.
Ruling that Kejriwal’s ca-
se is “not an exception”, the
pench said power to grant in-
terim bail is commonly exer.
cisedinanumberof casesand
ia:_ltnrim bail is granted kee-

PR e oL L

£-5
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* Court grants
bail to 3 in
PMLA case
against Vivo

New Delhi: A Delhi court
granted bail to three ac-
cused in an ED money laun-
dering case against Chi- !
nese phonecompany Vivo.
! Additional  sessions i
i judge Kiran Gupta granted :
! the relief to Bhupinder
: Kaur, Gagandeep Singh, :
: and Weigang Wang saying :
i there were no allegations
. that they did not co-operate
i during the investigation. i
i The three were not arrest- !
i ed, either. The threehad ap-
¢ peared before the court in
¢ pursuance of summons to
! take cognizance of an ED
chargesheet in the case.
: Whng’sﬁdvﬂeatal’ﬂﬂﬂ
i bey, told the court that the
! investigation was already
i complete and no purpose
i would be served by sending
! the accused to judicial cus-
tody, ED opposed the bail ap-
i plications saying the ac-
: cused could flee and the al-
. legations against them
| were serious. TW
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Keepmg live locatlon
on by accused can’t be
bail condition, says SC |

AmitAnand.Choudhary the location of his house :

@timesgroup.com whmhemightnotbe there.

Additional solicitor gen- !

New Delhi: Termingthebail ~ eral Vikramjit Banerjee, ap-
condition imposed on an ac- pearing for the Centre, said
cused to keep his Google loca- many courts, including the
tion live round the clock and 8C, were imposing such a
share it with an law enforce-  condition. “It cannot be a
ment agency so that it could bail condition. We agree that

track his whereabouts “su-
perfluous”, Supreme Court
on Monday said such a
condition should not
be imposed by eourts.
Many courts, includ-
ing 8C, have imposed |4

there are two instances
where this ¢ urt has done it,
Emtiteannotbeacon
dition for bail,” the
hench said and re-

E!“‘H' I

i thmaspecLSChadm

such a condition in the [ 1"“’ cently imposed this
recent past. ; condition  while

Goingby anaffidavitfiled granting bail to Shoma Sen :
by Google, a bench of Justic- inthe Elgar Parishad case, |
es Abhay S Oka and Ujjal ‘The court had agreed to
Bhuyan said as per the com- lwkinto theworkingof Goo-
pany, it was not possible for  gle. to decide wheth-
othersto keep track of a per- epmmadmuldbeﬁ:med
son. “In view of theaffidavi, to share his live location
the condition is superfluous, I ylwne

this cannot be imposed as a
condition for grant of bail,”
thebench said.

The advocate appearing
for Google told SC that loca-

withthepo- |

tion sharing wouldn’t serve |

the purpose of tracking the
whereabouts of an accused.
He said a person could share

Page 45 of 373
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New Delhi: A Delhi court
on Thursday granted regu-
lar bail to Congress Mp
Karti Chidambaram in
the money laundering case
related to the Chinese visa

- dambaram, on
a personal bond of Rs1lakh
and a surety of the amount,
after he appeared in court
pursuanttothesummonsis-
suedagainst him.

The court also granted
bail to the other accused —
S Bhaskararaman, Padam
Dugar, Vikas Makhariaand ,
Mansoor Siddigui. The
courtsaid if the accused in-
tends to travel abroad, he
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*SC gives 2-wknterim bl to Elgar case accused

New Delhi: Supreme
Courton Friday granted in-
terim bail for two weeks to
accused Mahesh Raut in El-
gar Parishad case to attend
ceremonies related to the

last rites of his grandmoth-
er who died recently.
A bench of justices Vik-

ram Nath and S V N Bhatti

directed that Raut be re-

leased from prison on June

26 and remain on bail till
July10.

The Supreme Court left
it for the trial court to pass

an order on bail conditions

tobe imposed. ™w

................................

N\
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S

’:’Law doesn’t. absolve NIA from facilitating speedy trial’

»Continued from P 1

J e case was handed to
NIA after it was found
that Shaikh, who while

in Dubai was allegedly given

the counterfeit notes printed
in Pakistan, was asked to de-
liver the fake currency to cer-
tain persons for circulation in

India, Rejecting NIA counsel’s

request for time to file a re-

sponse to Shaikh's bail plea,

the bench said, “You are NIA

but the law does not absolve

you from facilitating speedy
trial to the accused, who has
been in jail for the last four
years. The charges are not yet
framed and the prosecution
intendstoexamineas manyas
80 witnesses.”

While wondering as to
when such a large number of
witnesses would be examined
and trial be completed, the va-

cation bench decided to grant
bail, and said, “The manner in
which the prosecutingagency
and the trial court proceeded,
the accused person’s right to
speedy frial stands brea-
ched."The bench set aside the
Bombay HC order declining
bail and ordered Shaikh'’s re-
lease. However, itasked theac-

‘cused not to leave the city of

Mumbaiandreporttothe NIA

office once every week. rﬂ(
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11 yrs after woman s rape-murder & hubb ’s
. wrongful arrest, ex-banker and 2 aides held

Rajiv.Kalkod@timesgroup.com

{ Bengaluru:Elevenyearsaf-
: tera 43-year-old woman was
{ murdered and her husband
¢ wrongly arrested for the
i crime before being released
i for lack of evidence, three
i men, including a former
{ manager of Canara Bank,
: have been arrested for gang-
. rapingandkilling her. Prime
- accused and former bank

- manager Narasimha Mur-

thy (85), his associates Dee-

pak C (38) and H&rip‘rasad
(45)arein judicial c LA
chargesheet  was ed
against them on Thursday,
The woman’s body was
found on Feb15, 2013, Her hus-
band had earlier filed a mis-
sing person complaint. Then
inspector M Paramesh arrest-
ed the husband on May 18,
2015. He was released on bail
after 73 days in judicial custo-
dy He approached Karnataka
HC in Sept 2015 seeking a CID
investigation. DGP (CID) MA

Saleem said: “We discovered
the mobile number of a per-
son, an associate of a family
friend, had been present
wherethebadywasfoumm
80, an eyewitness, helped us
find a new angle, First, we
picked up the man who was
present near the body. As he
spﬂ]eﬂ ‘the beans, a horrify-
ing case of rape and murder
unfolded.” As the body was
decomposed, the autopsy
didn’t reveal gang rape, CID
sources explained.

e
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ssment

case, pleads not ouilty

Vineet Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi courton
i Tuesday formally charged
i BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sha-
¢ ran Singh, former chief of
i the Wrestling Federation of
\ India, with sexual harass-
i ment, intimidation and out-
. raging the modesty of wo-
' men in the caserelated to wo-
men wrestlers, Singh plea-
ded not guilty to these
. charges.
| When court of ad- F
i ditional chief metro-
¢ politan magistrate
i Priyanke Rajpoot as- &
i ked Singh whether he [
. accepted his mistake a8
: and pleaded guilty, Singh re-
i plied, “Iska koi sawaal hi na-
hi. Galti kiya hi nahi(No qu-
i estionof pleadingglﬂmlha-
i ven’tdone anything wrong).”
: Co-accused Vinod Tomar,
i former WFI assistant secre-
: tar}nalsopleadednot'guﬂtybo
i thesameoffences. As aresult
: of the two accused denying
¢ they had engaged incriminal
i activity, the matter will go to
: trial, On May 10, a Delhicourt
i ordered framing of charges
! of sexual harassment and
: outragingthe modesty of wo-
: men against Singh after five

women wrestlers accused
him of various incidents of

The court said that there
‘was sufficient material on re-
cord to'framachargesagainst
Singh for offences punishab-
le under TPC sections 354
(outraging modesty of a wo-
man) and 354A (sexual ha-
rassment). Thecourtalsosta-
ted that there was sufficient

| “By viewing these
ces through the lens of a con-

tinning violationlaw,itisevi-

dent that t acts of accused
no. 1 (Singh) reflect a syste-
matic and recurring pat-
tern,” the court said in a125-

“Thesearenotisolatedin-
cidents but collectively form
a continuing offence, de-

monstrating both the egre-

giousness and ongoing natu- |
e of the violations of sec-
tions 354 and 354A of IPC.” '=.
The court also charged co-ac- i
cused Tomar with the offence

of criminal intimidation.
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/ Bid to force 2 into sex'

i The women, lured by the

trade, woman held
i New Delhi: Two women,
¢ aged 22 and 29, were pre-
. vented from falling prey
i tonefarious intentions of
i human traffickers in so-
i uthwest Delhi'sSagarpur,

i promise of jobs, were be-
¢ ingforced intojoining the
i prostitution racket.

On Wednesday, police

i received information abo-
i utagirl who was in troub-
i le. A team reached Sagar-
¢ purwhere they met the 22-
¢ yearold woman. Later,
- they discovered the other

woman at the same loca-
tion. When questioned,
the 22-year-old woman re-
vealed that she was from
Agra and had recently co-
me to Delhi to find any
work. She met a woman,
Rajni, here who asked her
to contact one person na-
med Sonu who would
“help herfind ajoh”.
“She went to Dash-

rathpuri where she met

Rajni and Sonu. They co-

7

erced her and attempted

to involve her in prostitu-
tion,” an officer said, Tan

2
-
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“Forced to file rape complaint,

says Sandeshkhali woman

Goes To Police,
Says Ostracised
And Threatened

Sanjib Chakraborty | Tnn

Sandeshkhali: One of the
three Sandeshkhali women
who lodged rape complaints
with cops said on Wednesday
that she had not faced any sex-
ual assault and local BJP
functionaries had forced her
to sign on a blank piece of pa-
per and coerced her to go to
the policestation to filea rape
complaint. The woman lod-
ged a separate complaint at
Sandeshkhali police station
and later told the media that
shewas facing threats and be-
ing ostracised because she
wanted to withdraw the rape
complaint.

The woman alleged that a
local BJP Mahila Morcha
functionary, Piyali Das, and
other BJP members had visi-
ted her homeand asked her to
sign on the blank piece of pa-

per. “They asked formy signa-

they foreibly took me to the
policestation tolodgea comp-
laint of sexual abuse after
they wrote out the complaint

per. There was no sexual as-
sault on me inside the Trina-
mool office. T was also never
forced to go to the party office
late atnight,” shesaid.

The woman alleged she
and her family memberswere
facing social boycott, engine-
ered by local BJP functionari-
es. “They threatened us with
dire consequences if I dared

on forest fires

- upreme Court told the
bumakhand govt “clo-
ud seeding or depending ory
rain god is not the answer’
to the ragingforest firesand
authorttjsswi]lhaxetotake
preventive measures. The
state informed the apex co-
bout steps taken t0
control the forest fires and
said “only around 01 % of
wildlife cover was on fire™.

urt about

1t said,

“All the fires were
man-made, resulting in 350

to step out to withdraw the
complaint. We are feeling un-
safe and I have sought police
help,” shesaid.

Piyali Das, however, rub-
bished the allegations and
claimed the woman was the
wife of a TMC booth presi-
dent and was being guided by
party seniors, “She is delibe-
rately lying on the instruc-
tion of Trinamool netas to ta-
ke advantage during the Lok
Sabhapolls. Sheand other wo-
men villagers had themselves
narrated their plight to NCW
chairperson Rekha Sharma.

sresdinasnsane

cases and 62 individuals .

beingnamed.” /

» ‘Shocking..' ,PT ,#
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/  Court: Sufficient *

material to charge
BBSS with sexual
harassment

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court
g on Friday or-
dered fram-
ingof charges
under sexual
harassment
@ a2nd outra-
iy ging modesty
of women against former
Wrestling Federation of In-
dia chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh forallegedly
harassing five wrestlers.

The court stated that
there wassufficient materi-
al to frame charges against
Singh. It, however, dischar-
ged him in the allegations
levelled by victim number
six. Reacting to the order,
Singh said he would consult
his lawyers and take a deci-
sion on whether to appeal
against it before a higher
court or challenge it before
the court of additional chi-
ef metropolitan magistrate
Priyanka Rajpoot.

“Iwelcomethisdecision
of the judiciary. I had pro-
tested against the framing
of chargesbutIdid that wit-
hin certain limits but now I
have various options open
tome.., Tam not hurt, I was
prepared for it. If the case
continues, I will get an op-
portunity to present my si-
de,” Singh told PTI.

The next hearing is on
May 21, when the court will
formally frame the charges.

Brij Bhushan will be
apprised of the charges
against him and will then
inform the court whether
he will plead guilty or be
tried on these charges.

- pCourt nod, P 16 [

MK
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“Teen raped, killed
in nursing home

Sanjib Chakraborty | i

Kolkata: A l4-year-old girl
working in a nursing home in
Barasat wasfound dead on the
building's terrace on Thurs-
day. Cops suspect she was ra-
ped before being strangulated
to death., The owner of the
nursing home,
Abdur Razzak
Mondal (55), and an employee,
Abdul Motaleb (41) were ar-
rested for thealleged rapeand
murder on Saturday. The duo
was produced in a Barasat co-
urt and remanded in police
custody for seven days.

On Thursday, anothernur-
sing home employee had dis-
covered the girl's body and ra-
ised an alarm. The girl's fami-
ly lodged a complaint, based
on which the duo was nabbed.

TWO ARRESTED

Locals said the girl was a
class VIII student from De-
ganga's Basudebpur. She be-
longed to a poor family and
used tostay at Mondal's house
to finance her studies by wor-
king part time in the nursing
home.

The girl’s kin and locals
agitated in
front of the
nursing home demanding
striet action against the accu-
tionsrevealed she wasmurde-
red because she might hav .
known her assailants,” Bara-
sat SP Pratiksha Jharkharia
told TOL

Some local residents said
Mondal had earlier beenaceu-
sed of committing sexual of-
fences on minor girls employ-
ed in hisnursing home.

Af/.

P3
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“Molestation plaint: Cops ask 6 more
Raj Bhavan employees to join probe

Police: Staffers
|dentified From
CCTV Footage

pwaipayan.Ghosh

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Kolkata Police has summo-
ned six more Raj Bhavan employees
to Hare Street police station in con-
nection with themolestation compla-
int lodged by a woman staffer in Raj
Bhavan (who hassince quit herjob).
On May 2, the woman had compla-
ined to cops that she had been moles-
ted by governor C V Ananda Bose.
She alleged that it was the second ti-
me since April 24 that the governor
« hadmolested her.
“These six persons who has now
been called to Hare Street police sta-
tion include a woman. They have all

a\

INVESTIGATION SO

[ > Raj Bhavan CCTV footage with

the state PWD has been accessed

by police

» The cops have already spoken toa
Raj Bhavan chef

> The police personne! posted

at the Raj Bhavan outpost have
already testified

» After the CCTV footage was
accessed, police had summoned the
Raj Bhavan special secretary, a Raj
Bhavan doctor and the complainant’s
supervisor

FAR

» Fresh summonses have been
issued to six others

» Till now no Raj Bhavan staffer has
responded to police summonses

been identified from the CCTV foota-
ge provided tous by PWD (that main-
tains CCTVs at Raj Bhavan) as being
present near the woman on the days
when the alleged incidents took pla-
ce. Earlier, we had asked the special
secretary, a doctor and supervisor to
join the probe.” claimed a highly pla-

ced police source.

This takes the total number of
those asked to join investigations to
nine, said Lalbazar. All of them have
been asked to reportat the Hare Stre-
et police station on Monday.

So far, the statement of a Raj Bha-
van chef has been found to be of cru-

cialvalue, stated sources.

Bose, after banning cops and stats
finance minister Chandrima Bhatta
charyafromRaj Bhavan, issued agay
order to Raj Bhavan staffers and tol
them to ignore cop SUMmons for an;
probe. Last Thursday, the Raj Bhaval
had released a CCTV footage tha
showed the woman complainant les
ving the premises on May 2 evenin
after spending some time at the Re
Bhavan police outpost. The woma
had responded to the CCTV footag
saying it was released without he
consent and it was another crim
that Bose had committed against he
There are around 40 CCTV camer:
installed on the Raj Bhavan preir

ses, The Special Enquiry Team th
has been set up would probe “an ing
dent” and the probe is not “aim
against any individ ual”,aseniorof
cialsaid.

Governor C V Ananda Bose d
not react to Sunday’s developmer
till the evening.



Twe Timés ofF Taiy
MAY 12,2024

Page 62 of 373

/Cops get footage from PWD,"
~call 3 Raj Bhavan officials

SPL SECY AMONG THOSE SUMMONED

Dwaipayan Ghosh &
Tamaghna Banerjee | Tnn

Kolkata: Hare Street cops ha-
ve summoned three Raj Bha-
van officials for questioning
after getting CCTV footage
from Raj Bhavan's PWD wing
that, officials say, corrobora-
tes the sequence of eventsthe
molestation complainant
narrated to police on May 2.

A young Raj Bhavan wo-
man staffer (who has since
quit her job) complained to
cops on May 2 that she had be-
en molested by governor CV
Ananda Bose; she added that
it was the second time the go-
vernor had molested her.

Bose, after banning cops
and state finance minister
Chandrima  Bhattacharya
from RajBhavan, had issueda
gag order to Raj Bhavan staf-
fers and told them to ignore
cop summons for any probe,
On Thursday he released
CCTV footage that showed
the complainant leaving the
Raj Bhavan premises on May
2 evening after spending so-
me time at the Raj Bhavan po-
lice outpost. The woman re-
sponded to the CCTV footage,
saying it was released witho-

> May 7 | Raj Bhavan staffer
ﬂ!esmlestatlmwgmlﬁnt
against governor C
Ananda Bose. Raj Bhavan
says charges false and
politically motivated, bans
sntry of cops and minister
ma Bhattacharya

> Ma 3 | Bose leaves for
Kochl Police forms special

from criminal proceedings.
Issues gag order on Raj
Bhavan staff, asks them to
“ignore” cops’ summons

» May 9 | Bose shows

CCTV footage of Raj Bhavan
gates to private citizens but
refuses to give it to cops

» May 10| Cops get footage
from PWD office, summon

probe team ) 3 Raj Bhavan officials,

> Way © | Bose cites including the special

constitutional immunity secretary
utherconsentanditwasanot- andadoctor(accordingtoher
her crime that Bose had com-  version). She went to the Raj
mitted against her Minister Bhavan police outpost after
Bhattacharya and Trinamool  this and then left for Hare
said the footage did not estab-  Street police station, escorted
lish anythingatall. by cops. Officials on Friday

Senior officials on Friday said they had called the Raj

spoke against this backdrop
and said they had got the
CCTV footage from Raj Bha-
van's PWD office. It appeared
to corroborate the sequence
of events and the time period
the woman had mentioned to
copson May 2.

The footage shows her co-
ming out of the Raj Bhavan
special secretary’'s office,
where she met this official

Bhavan special secretary, the
doctor and the supervisor
(the complainant’s immedia-
tesenior) for questioning.
Another Raj Bhavan emp-
loyee has also spoken to cops,
say officials. The enquiry was
toprobe “anincident” and not
“aimed against any individu-
al”,asenior official added.

>Abhishek dare, P11,
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" Woman's cry for justice
after guv issues gag order

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Poulami Roy Banerjee | vy

i Kolkata: Bengal governor
i CV Ananda Bose, whom a
i woman hasaccused of sexual
- | assault, on
:; Bl Sunday cited
| his constitu-
tional immu-
4l nity from eri-
; /8l minal procee-
: — dings and is-
i sued a blanket gag order on
: RajBhavan staff, askmgthem
i to “ignore any communica-
i tionfrom police” and barring
: them from issuing state-
i ments in any form, online or
i offline. This prompted the
i survivor to question why he
i was “hiding behind a shield
! of immunity”, why he was
i goscared” and not allowing
! theinvestigation toproceed.
Sunday’s gag order, which
i Bose posted on his official X
i handle, resfrains Raj Bhavan
: staff from “giving any state-
! ment online, offline, in per-
i s0n, over the phone or in any

If he is that

‘innocent, why he
is escaping?... He is
quilty of molesting me, |
twice. The truth will ,
remain truth _
irrespective of whatever
people think of me.... Sir
has got the courage to
molest a very ordinary
lady, twice, from that
“immunity — SURVIVOR

other matter”, apart from as-
king them specifically to igno-
remepohce,whohavesetupa
special enquiry team.

The governor’'s order co-
mes three days after he was
accused of sexual assault on
Thursday, and two days after
heleft for Kochi.

The alleged survivor tex-
ted her message to TOI after
the Raj Bhavan gag order,
parts of which we are repro-
ducing here: “I have already
proposed tosit in front of him
to face any test, May it be Lie

Detector or any superior tech-
nology. If he is that innocent,
why heisescaping?... Heisgu-
ilty of molesting me, twice.
The truth will remain truth
irrespective of whatever peo-
ple think of me. The point is
that Sir has got the courage to
molest a very ordinary lady,
twice, from that immunity.”

Asked whether she would
movecourt orwrite tothePre-
sident, the survivor said she
hadn’t planned to, yet.

»‘Lost my job’, P 5
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“ L ost my job, family has lost its

reputation, facing insane questions’

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Poulami Roy Banerjee | vy

Kolkata: The woman whoac-

cused governor C V Ananda
i Bose of sexual assault, when

asked whether she would

' move court or write to the

President, said she hadn't,
yet. “Honestly speaking, nei-
ther me nor my family mem-
bersare in a position to think
orplananything,”shesaid. I
have lost my job, my family
has lost its social reputation,
we are facing insane gues-
tions every day,evensomerel-
atives and friends are ques-
tioning my stance and have
been saying that I acted like
anidiot.”

The Kolkata Police's spe-
cialenquiry team, led by DCP
(Central) Indira Mukherjee,
on Saturday had asked six Raj
Bhavan employees to record

their statement and the offi-
cer-in-charge of the Raj Bha-
van police outpost to provide
CCTV footage. Bose's two-

pagegagorderon X — and in-
structions to his chief of
staff, § K Pattanayak, to pass
it on to all Raj Bhavan offi-
cials—comes barely 24 hours
after the police move.

The note alse mentions
thatthestatecannotstartany
criminal proceedings under
Article 361. In the note, the
governor also lays down Su-
preme Court’s interpretation
of Article361(in the Ramesh-
war Prasad case) that the gov-
ernorenjoys complete immu-
nity. even for their personal
acts, while they are in office.
He wrote, “It logically follows
thatthe police cannotinvesti-
gate/inguire into the matter,
inany manner, whatsoever™.

DCP Mukherjee refused

comment. But a senior officer
said no Raj Bhavan employee
appeared to record state-
ments, Another senior police

officer said: “Whatever be the

legal interpretations, as police
we are duty-bound to register
all sex abuse complaints.”
The survivor said: “The
governor has immunity as
the constitutional head of
state. Everybody knows that,
including me.. Iknow that no-
body can bring him under
justice, and I will not get jus-
tice anyway. I am telling you
one thing more, 1 have come
to know that employees of
Raj Bhavan are being threat-
ened so that no one can dare
cooperate in the investiga-
tion... 1 have opted toraise my
voice so that everyone knows
that neither qualifications,
nor his post, has disqualified

him from molesting.”

be
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Raj Bhavan staffer says gu\P’r
molested her, goes to cops

Art 361 Gives
Guv Immunity

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: A Raj Bhavan emp- : y E ; Thursday, after the latest inci-
loyee complained of molesta- _?Rgals;l:egﬂat;d 0‘# gim a Tﬁll:l:a‘mlcal dent, to protect others from fa-
tion against state governor C symbol of our constitutionality, has | conspiracy But, if there cing the ordeal she had faced.
vV Ananda Bose on Thursday | pa ished. Such des 'Gdh‘ Rl R A She is also seen referring to
i ; en tarnished. Su picable is truth in the complaint, 4 :

evening, introducing an ele- behaviour must be condemned in Centre will take another woman who made si-
ment of the unprecedented in the strongest terms. Justice must adequate action milar complaints in the past.
Bengal politicsand pittingthe | pe delivered swiftly for the victim, i “We are duty-bound to re- :
Trinamool government and | no excuses, no defays! m M gisteracaseand beginaprobe
the governor’s office indirect | TMC on X handle D asticn kg J sinceawoman haslodgedthis
conflict in the middle of a — = complaint,” asenior police of- ¢
ceven-phaseelectionseason.  mentions two incidents. Bose told cops that Bose asked the ficer said. Other seniors told

The woman, according to  asked her on April 19 to meet supervisor toleave after some TOI they had recorded the wo-
Raj Bhavan insiders, works in  him with her CV; she went to time, following which heassu- man’s statement but did not i
the telephone room and stays meet him on April 24 at12.45 red her of a promotion and  register any FIR. “Article 361 :
at the residential quarters —pm,when he “touched herin-  then “touched her cheek”, of thendian Constitufionin-
on the campus itself. appropriately and made unto- prompting her toprotest. sulates thegovernorfromany

She first went to the Raj ward advances”, the compla- A video circulating since criminal proceeding while in
Bhavan police outpost before int says. Bose againcalledher  the evening shows the woman office,” anotherseniorofficial
7pm on Thursday, from where to his office on Thursday but complaining to a senior cop said, addingthat legal experts :
she was taken to the Hare the woman, instead of going that she had been molested. wouldbe consulted.
Street police station. alone, asked her supervisor to “This is not the first time this

Her complaint to cops accompany her. The woman hashappened tome,” sheishe- » Chandrima banned...P 4

..........................................................................................

narratives. If anybody

Raj Bhavan statement

Truth shall triumph. | refuse to be cowed by engineered

ody wants some election benefits by

maligning me, God bless them. But they cannot stop my fight
against corruption and violence in Bengal

ard saying on phone before ex-
plaining why she had not
complained earlier: “1 had
kept quietas] wasscared of lo-
singmy (contractual)job.” She
felt impelled to complain on

............................
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State min Chandrima banned
from entering Raj Bhavan

»Continued fromP 1

tement a coupleof ho-

urs later “Truth shall
triumph. I refuse to be co-
wed by engineered narrati-
ves. If anybody wants some
election benefits by malig-
ning me, God bless them.
But they cannot stop my
fight against corruption
and violence in Bengal,” it
read. Another statement
thanked Raj Bhavan staff
“who expressed solidarity
against derogatory narra-
tives circulated by two dis-
gruntled employees as poli-
tical parties’agents”.

Yet another release is-
sued after 10pm banned the
entry of cops and state fi-
nanceminister Chandrima
Bhattacharya in Raj Bha-
van premises. The cop ban

l } aj Bhavan issued a sta-

‘| refuse to be cowed by
engineered narratives,' said
Bose in a Raj Bhavan statement

was to prevent their entry
“in the guise of conducting
unauthorised, illegitimate,
sham and motivated inves-
tigations to placate politi-
cal bosses during election”,
the statement said, ban-
ning minister Bhattacha-
rya’s enfry in Raj Bhavan
premises in Kolkata, Darje-

. eling and Barrackpore, Go-

vernor C V Ananda Bose

would notattend any finan-
ce department event, the
statement said, adding that
theattorney-general would
beconsulted for legal steps
against Bhattacharya.

PM Narendra Modi rea-
ched Raj Bhavan at 10pm,
where he stayed the night.
He is slated to leave Raj
Bhavan on Friday morning
for campaigning in East
Buirdwan, Nadia and Birb-
hum. The complaint pro-
mpted the TMC tolaunch a
blistering attack on Bose
on X: “Appalling and un-
thinkable! The sanctity of
Raj Bhavan, a symbol of
our constitutionality, has
been tarnished, Hours be-
fore the PM was supposed
to arrive at Raj Bhavan to
spend the night, a woman
was allegedly molested by
the governor under the fal-

se pretext of ajob. Such de-
spicable behaviour must be
condemned in the strong-
est terms. Justice must he
delivered swiftly for the
vietim, no excuses, no dela-
ys!” Finance minister
Bhattacharyva condemned
“the alleged misconduct by
the governor”, which she
called “unbecoming of any
official, especially the head
of State”, before deman-
ding “an immediate and a
thorough investigation”.
The BJP response was
more nuanced. “This looks
like a political conspiracy.
But, if there is truth in the
complaint, the centre will
take adequate action,” BJP
MLA and assembly opposi-

_tion leader Suvendu Adhi-

kari said. Party spokesper-
son Samik Bhattacharya
declined to comment.
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Sex harassment case fil

against Gowda son, grandson

Former Househelp Says Du Hel;And Daughter

Times News NETWORK

Hassan/Bengaluru: A 47-
year-oldwomanﬁﬂml{olenar-
sipura town in Karnataka
lodged Sunday a police com-
plaint against the son and
grandson of ex-PM and JD(S)
patriarch HD Deve Gowda —
former minister HD Revanna
and Hassan MP Prajwal Re-
vanna respectively — accus-
ing them of sexually harass-
ingherand her daughter when
they worked in the household
between 2019 and 2022. The de-
velopmentfollowsreportsthat
33.year-old Prajwal hasleft the
country  Official sources
claimed that heisin France.
Within hours of receiving
the complaint, police handed
over the case to an SIT that
state Congress govt set up to
investigate the obscene videos
allegedly implicating Praj-
wal, the BJP-JD(S) alliance
candidate for Hassan Lok Sab-
haseat that voted Friday.
According to the FIR, the
woman told police she is a
close relative of Revanna’s
wife Bhavani, and was sub-
jected to sexual harassment.
The woman stated that she
was invited by Revanna to
worl asa house help in 2011, In
2015, Revanna helped her se-
eure a cook's job at a hostel in
Holenarasipur. She rejoined
Revanna’s house in 2019 dur-
inghiselder son’s marriage.
“Six other domestic helps
in the house would say they
are seared of Prajwal. The
male employees too would ask
us to be wary of Revanna and

s
=)

o Harassed

Congress supporters stage a protest i

n Begaluru o nday seeking

the arrest of Deve Gowda's grandson and JD(S) MP Prajwal Revanna

follows reports that Prajwal Revanna
hasleﬂﬂ:emunhy.mndalmmnldhe’shm

Prajwal. Whenever his wife
Bhavani was away, Revanna
would repeatedly touch me in-
appropriately, disrobe me, and
sexually assault me. While 1
was working in the Kitchen,
Prajwal would grope me from
behind.Prajwalwuldaskthe
other employees to bring my
daughter to do an oil massage
for him. Prajwal would make
video calls to my daughter and
speak obscenely” the FIR
quoted the woman as saying.
According to the com-
plaint, the woman’s daughter
hlocked Prajwal's number
and later guit her job at Re-
vanna's house. The woman
said during the Lok Sabha
election campaign, sleaze vid-
eos of Prajwal surfaced, and
her husband began suspecting
her. The woman has demand-
edpolicepmtéctiunandacﬁon
against Revanna and Prajwal.
Police registered an FIR
under [PC for sexual harass-

ment and punishment for sex-
11al harassment, stalking, pun-
ichment for eriminal intimi-
dation, and word, gesture, or
act intended to insult the mod-
esty of awoman. The FIR iden-
tifies Revanna and Prajwal as
accused No 1 and No 2. Police
sources said they are tryingto
contact other women who
were sexually harassed, as
claimed by the complainant.
Last week, pen drives with
the video were distributed in
Hassan city, following which
Prajwal approached police al-
leging they were deepfakes to
defame him ahead of votingon
April 26. Police had filed an
FIR and launched a probe.
State govt appointed se-
nior IPS officer and addition-
al DGP (CID) BK Singh as the
chief investigating officer.
He will be assisted by IPS offi-
cers Suman D Pennekar, AlG
(headquarters), and Mysuru
district SP Seema Latkar.

ID(S), BIP distance
themselves from
alleged video case

Fom'ler Karnataka CMand
1D(S) politician HD
Kumaraswamy said whoever is
at faultin connectionwiththe
alleged video case, “there'sno
question of forgiving them.” He
added that according tothe law
oftheland, the personindulged
inwrongdoings will have toface
itsimplicationsand refused to
comment further until the
investigationis complete.

swhether it is me or HD Deve
Gowda, we always respect
womenand whenever they
comewithcomplaints, we have
tried to resolve their problems.
The CM has already orderedan
SiTinvestigation. The SIT team
will bring him back from abroad.
That's not my concern.
Accordingto the law of this land
whoever commits wrong will
have to faceit,” he said.

JD(S) core committee
chairman and senior leader GT
pevegowda said, “l don’t blame
govt forannouncing theSIT
investigation. We will it and
decide whatactionneedsto be
taken over the issue of Prajwal
Revanna. For now, | will justsay
that | welcome the SIT probe.”

S Prakash, the chief
spokespersen of BJP'sstate
unit said, “We, as a party, have
nothing todo with the videos
and neither dowe have any
comments tomake on the SIT
probe announced by the state
government.” Ani
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sentence for
rape, murder
of 5-yr-old girl

Vaibhav.Ganjapure
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: A sessions courtin
Maharashtra’s Nagpur pro- "
nounced on Monday triple
death sentences toaman con-
victed on three counts of ab-
duction, rape and murder of
afive-year-old girl in 2019,
Additional sessionsjudge
8 R Padwal’s verdict against
Sanjay Puri under Sections
302(murder)and 376AB (rape
of a minor) of IPC and Sec-
tion 6 of Pocso Act (aggrava-
sault) is said to be the first in-
stance of a court in Maha-
rashtra giving three death
sentences. “The death penal-
ty will beexecuted. subjectto
confirmation by Bombay
HC. All substantive senten-
ces shall run concurrently,”
the order said. Double death
sentences have previously
been pronounced in at least
_four cases in the Vidarbha

ion alone,

3 Special public prosecu-
tor‘Prashant Sathianathan
said the child’s mother re-
porhadherdaughtermissing
on December 7, 2019. A case
was registered at Kalmesh-
war police station near Nag-
pur the same day:

On December 8, the girl’s
bodywas found in afield. Me-
dical examination revealed
she was sexually assmﬂted
before theperptslmhpr
hedherheadwmmm

Investigators  quickly
identified the accused as Pu-
ri. Ittranspired that he lured
the child into a field the day

the afﬂ.oerin—cﬂam‘ge of Kai-
meshwar policestationtoas-
sist the victim's parents in
applying for compensation
from the State Legal Aid
double death sentence was
pronounced on I&y-zz. by
another court in Nn‘g'p'tir
agamst a man con

\ e i
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Now, Prajwal’s bro, a

Pt

MILC, held for unnatural sex

@‘tlmesgroup com

Hassan: Former PM HD De-
ve Gowda’s grandson and
JD(S) member of the legisla-
tive council (MLC) Suraj Re-
vanna was arrested on Sun-
; day on charges of unnatural

i sex, wrongful confinement

¢ anderiminal intimidation.
: Suraj (37), the eldest son
¢ of former minister HD Re-

vanna, is the fourth member-

of the Gowda family to face
serious allegations after his
father, mother Bhavani Re-
vanna and 34-year-old brot-
her Prajwal Revanna. For-
mer Hassan MP Prajwal was
arrested over three weeks
ago in connection with an
alleged sex scandal.

Suraj, a surgeon-turned-
politician, was arrested fol-
lowing a police complaint by
aJD(S) worker.

The complainant first
approached senior police of-
ficers in Bengaluru on June
21 and later filed a formal

Suraj was arr following a
complaint'by a JD(S) worker

complaint with Holenarasi-
pura police in Hassan dis-
trict, resulting in the regi-
stration of an FIR.

“Based on the complaint,

we have filed the case and

due procedure has been follo-
wed,” Karnataka home mi-
nister G Parameshwara sa-
id, while confirming the sta-

te govt's decision to hand

over the investigation to CID.
According to sources, Sn-

:rajwansmmnonadto
before investigators at ths'

CEN police station in Has-
san city Saturday

evening.
He reportedly denied the al-

legations during questio-

ning. Following his arrest
and medical examination,
Suraj was transferred to
Bengaluru Sunday, where he
was permitted to consult
with hislegal team.

The investigation inclu- |

des an examination of calls
and messages exchanged

ID(S) “

between Suraj and the comp-
lainant, as wellas thelatter’s

visit to Suraj’s farmhouseon

Junel6. Policearealso inves-
tigatinga counter-complaint :
filed by a friend of Suraj, ac- :

cusing the JD(S) worker of

fabricating the allegations
to extort money from the le-

gislator.

Suraj has faced multiple :
controversies sinceentering :
public life. After younger :
‘brother Prajwal’s electionto |

Lok Sabha in 2019, Suraj

transitioned into politics,

starting with his role as di-

‘rector of Hassan District Co-
operative Central Bank :

(HDCC) in 2020.
> Prajwal bro probe, P 7
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Prajwal bro probe

handed to CID, cops’

lens on counter-plamt

»Continued from P 1

\uraj was later elected

unopposed as director to

Holenarasipur  Taluk
Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies.

In 2021, Suraj contested
the legislative council elee-
tions from Hassan segment
onaJD(S) ticket and won. Ho-
wever, his candidacy was
marred by accusations of
concealing personal details,
including his marital status.

Suraj hasmaintained a re-
latively low profile compared
to his family members. His
father Revanna was elected
MLA in 1994, while mother
Bhavani served as member of
the Hassan zilla panchayat.

“He is yet to come out of
theshadow of hisfather,” a se-
nior JD(S) functionary said.

Astheinvestigation conti-
nues, the Revanna family re-
mains under intense seruti-
ny, with all four members fa-
cing various legal challenges
related to sexual assault, ha-
rassment, and ktdnappmgal
legations.Revanna was earli-
erarrested for thealleged kid-
napping of a 47 yeaz»eld wo-

Suraj is brought back to Hassan
police station after a medical test

town after she lodged a police
complaint against him and
‘ajwal on April 28, accusing
hem of sexually harassing
her and her daughter when
they worked in their house-
hold between 2019 and 2022.
Her son lodged a police
complaint in Mysuru district
2 claiming that his
‘had been abducted on
'fght
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Raj Bhavan ex-staffer takes

?l;

guv molest complaint to SC

Times News NETwoRK

:  Kolkata: The former Raj Bha-
i van staffer, who : !
: had filed a mo-
i lest complaint
: against Bengal
{ governor C V
: Ananda Bose,
i moved Supreme Court on
i Wednesday, questioning how
! constitutional immunity
i granted to the governor could
¢ curb her fundamental rightto
i life. Raj Bhavan did not imme-
diately react to the develop-
ments. The case is likely to co-
me up for hearing early next
week.
. The woman, a contractual
employee who alleged Bose

| molested her twice on Raj Bha-

File CM libel case
afresh, HC tells guv

~alcutta HC on Wednesday

_directed governor C V
Ananda Bose's counsel to
withdraw his defamation pet-
ition against CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee after pointing out pro-
cedural infirmities. Justice
Krishna Rao asked him to file
itafresh.

van premises, in her petition
urged the apex court to direct
police to “carry out investiga-
tion based on the sexual alle-
gations raised by her”. She al-
so sought protection and secu-
mtyfﬁrhem&ff ﬁnﬂharihm'ﬂy

for loss of

reputationand dignity She qu-
estioned the manner in which
Raj Bhavan branded her a “li-
ar” and the governor gave “his

‘ownself aclean chit”,

Text messages to Bose did
not elicit any response and a
Raj Bhavan official said they
had no information on any ca-

“se being filed in Supreme Co-

urt. The woman, too, chose not
to speak on the developments.

In her petition, the woman
said she had been, “rendered
voiceless and shunned to a life
of depravity and ridicule” and
was under “extreme distress”
and had "no urge to live a life

il mchablackmazkonber

» ‘Guv's immunity..', 5 o
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‘Guv’s immunity can't
~ impair police power
to probe offence’

b Continued from P 1

rguing that while Arti-
cle 361 gives a governor
: nal proceedings while dis-
: charginghisduties,she ques-
: tioned how could “sexual ha-
form part of governor’s duti-
i es”. She added that in sucha
i caseshewouldgetnoremedy
: and the only option for her
i would be “to wait for the ac-

{ cused to demit his office”, a

i delay that would be difficult
toexplainduringtrial, rende-
ring the entire procedure a
: merelipservice, withoutany
: justicetohen
: The woman also argued
that immunity “cannot im-
: pairthe police’s powers to in-
i vestigate the offence, inclu-
¢ ding the recording of the go-
vernor’s statement by the po-
lice, if need so arises” and
added that immunity gran-
tedunder Article 361 wasapp-
licable only at the stage of ta-
king cognizance of the offen-
ce and not at the stage of in-
quiry or investigation,

The woman’s complaint
had prompted cops to lodge

an FIR on May 15 against

three  per-
sons, all Raj
Bhavan staf-
fers, for cri-
minal cons-
piracy. 'The
three were
granted anticipatory bail
and have now moved Calcut-
taHigh Courtfor quashingof
charges against them. The
HC on May 24 in an interim
order had asked police not to
take any coercive steps aga-
instthetrio. Amongthoseim-
plicated is the officer-on-spe-
cialduty to the governor.
Last week, CV Ananda
Bosehad written tothe DoPT
asking for removal of Kolka-
ta Police commissioner Vine-
et Goyal and DCP (Central)
Indira Mukherjee, who is he-
ading the Special Enquiry
Team probing the molesta-
tion charge. Bose said Kolka-
ta Police “induced and enti-
ced theaccuser and has play-
ed the role of a facilitator in
the events that unfolded” and
dubbed it as “part of a pre-

‘written script”. He claimed

the “concocted allegations
with added eolour and flavo-
ur shows the mala fide intent
and complicity of thepolice.”

Page 76 of 373
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K'taka sex scandal: Revanna

taken into custod

Bail In Survivor
Kidnapping
Case Rejected

Bengaluru: Ina major devel-
opment, the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probing the
sex video scandal involving JD
(8) MP Prajwal Revanna on
Saturday took his father and
JD(S) MLA H D Revanna into
custody after his anticipatory
bail plea in a survivor kidnap-
ping case was rejected by the
People’s Representative Court
in Bengalurn,

Sources said H D Revanna
has been taken into custody
from the residence of his fa-
ther and former Prime Minis-
ter H D Deve Gowda in Benga-
luru’s Padmanabhanagar ]o-
cality. He has been taken to the
SIT office on the premises of
the Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID).

- -
Revanna was taken into

custody from the residence of his father, former

PM H D Deve Gowda, in Bengaluru on Saturday

H D Revanna opened the
door himself- and walked ot
with the SIT officers towards
their vehicle. He did not make
any remark at the time of his
arrest. The SIT officers reac.
hed the former PM's residence
soon after the court turned
down his anticipatory bail
plea ina caserelated to the kid-
napping of a woman who was
allegedly sexually assaulted

by hisson Prajwal, the sources
said. Earlier on Saturday, the
SIT traced the kidnapped
woman to the farmhouse of
Rajashekar, the personal as.

public prosecutor B N Jagad-
ish submitted that the case is
about saving the life of a poor
woman. Jagadish argued that

y by SIT

H D Revanna did not turn up
before the authorities even af-
ter being served three notices,

Senior counsel Muthy D
Naik, appearing for H D Re-
vanna, argued that the only al-
legation against his client isa
statement that he had called
the survivor to his residence,
Barring this, there is nothing
to prove the role of HD Revan.
nainthiscase, he argued, add-
ing that the statement was
Mmade by an accused in the
case, With whom his client has
noconnections.

He also claimed that the
SIT has deliberately added IPQ
Section 364A, which attracts
life imprisonment ang capital
bunishment, to ensure that his
client’s bail plea is rejected,
The other IPC Sections in-
voked — 363 and 365 attract
imprisonment of Jess than
seven years. Therefore, to
Provethe innocence of HD Re-
vanna, he should be granted
bail, Naik submitted. 1ANS
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jwal sex scandal dented

Deve Gowda’simage: HDK

Hassan/Bengaluru: For-
mer minister and JID(S) MLA
HD Revanna, facing sexual
harassment charges, said on
Wednesday the people of Has-
san, “who have blessed me for
decades, will not abandon
me”. Revanna, who was ar-
rested and is out on bail, re-
fused to discuss the case
“sinceitissubjudice”,
Revanna’sbrother, former

CM HD Kumaraswamy, said
the sex scandal allegedly in-
volving Prajwal Revanna's
son Prajwal had dented the
Jimage of party patriarch and
former PM HD Deve Gowda.

- JD(S) submitted a com-
plaint to Karnataka DGP &
1G Alnk‘-Mohan;ggamst Con-
gressMP Rahul Gandhi for al-
legedly saying Prajwal had
“raped 400 women”, Ty

P
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: Dwara,}egnwda,theﬁrst
! to alert his party last year
i about sleaze videosalleged-

i Iy Ivms san JDS
i arrested late Fﬁdﬂy ina
i sexual harassment case.

: Devarajegowda, also an
: advocate, was held in Kar-

: nataka's Chitradurga and
i broughtto Holenarasipura,
: Hassan, on Saturday He
: was remanded in judicial
i custodyfor1l4 days.

: A woman had filed a
i complainton Aprillthisye-
: arsayingshe had contacted
¢ Devarajegowdatofindabu-

¢ yerfor her property around
: 10 months ago. She claimed
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“2nd woman denies rape, says she
was made to sign on blank paper

“Who Were They?' Patra In Old Video On ‘Survivors’ Who Met Prez

Sanjib Chakraborty | NN

viewgiven to TV channelson
Wednesday — showed one

TALE OF 4 SANDESHKHALI VIDEOS

Sandeshkhali: Two more
i vyideos — both bites given to

i TV channels — have emer-

ged out of Sandeshkhali, gi-
i ving fresh life to the Trina-

: mool charge that the entire

i controversy is a “BJP narra-
¢ tive engineered for political

! purposes”.

The first video to emerge

i onThursday shows Basirhat

¢ BJP candidate Rekha Patra
! questioning the jdentities of

! the“rapesurvivors” whowe-

i retakentoDelhiby BJPfunc-

i tionaries to meet President

i Murmu. “Wearetherealsur-
¢ vivors, who are they?” she
i asks in what seems to be an
i old interview given to ™V
i channels before she became
! BJP candidate from Basir-
i hat (Sandeshkhali is a part
i of theconstituency).

: The second is of a San-
i deshkhali “rape survivor”
. telling the media that she
i was made to sign on a blank
i piece of paper by BJP func-

[ 1 th sticr;lg op VIdegeighkhall go to police station
ich BJP San Rekha Patra :
Block-l chief Gangadhar 3 channels (bé?;,',';w
Koyal says the “Sandeshkhali | pecoming BIP's Basirhat
movement” was Suvendu candidate), "ﬂe- arethe
Adhikari's brainchild and the | g8t ke the g
women complainants did SUFVIVONS, W -"'&! o)
N Tiat thoy were toki to do) .« | WomeR fakenio hi by BIP
to meet Prez Murmu?'
Awoman who had filed :
Pl rape complaint tells ) Another tape survivor
police and media she was tells media there was no
made to sign on blank paper | rape iﬂ? she was forced to
| by BIP netas and coercedto | signa blank paper J
tionariesand she never went stigated several women in
to the police station to lodge Sandeshkhali to file compla-
any complaint. “There was intsof rape.
norape,” she told reporters. The first of the four vide-
Thursday’s develop- ©s came last week; it was a
ments follow two earlier vi- sting operationshowing BJP
deos_ oneasting operation  Sandeshkhali Block-1I chief
and the other an interview Gangadhar Koyal admitting

given to news channels —
that have been highlighted
by Trinamool to show how
Bengal BJP seniors, inclu-
ding assembly opposition le-
ader Suvendu Adhikari, in-

that theentire “Sandeshkha-
1i movement” was Adhika-
ri’s brainchild and the wo-
men (the complainants) did
what they were told to do.
The second video— an inter-

“rape survivor” saying there
was no sexual abuse and she
wasmadetosigna blank pie-
ce of paper by BJP leaders.
On Thursday, the second
“rape survivor” told repor-
ters that BJP worker Piyali
Das (aka Mampi Das) had ta-
ken her and some others to
meet a visiting NCW team.
“We told them we would be
happy if we were given our
NREGA dues and the money
we were promised for coo-
king for them {(Trinamool
leaders),” she said before ad-
ding that there was no rape.
“We were given a blank pa-
per and asked to sign. We
wenthome afterthat. Four-fi-
ve days later we got a notice
from the police station. It
was then that we came to
know that we had filed arape
complaint. This is a total lie,
Nothing of this sort happe-
ned,” she sayson camera.

» Custodial quizzing, P 5
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7 getlife term for murder, 43 yrs after acquittal

Times News NETWORK

Prayagraj: Allahabad High
Court has overturned the
acquittal of two murder su-
spects by a trial court in
Gorakhpur 43 years ago and
sentenced both to lifeterm.

Inresponsetoa govtappe-
al, justices Rajiv Gupta and
Shiv Shanker Prasad rever-
sed the acquittal of Pyare
Singh and Chhotku, convic-
ting them under Section 302
(murder) and other relevant
sectionsonMay 7.

The courtdirected the chi-

The case dates back
to Sept 22,1978,
when a person
named Ganga was
killed, leading to an
FIR against seven
people in Gorakhpur

ef judicial magistrate of Go-
rakhpur to ensure both were
arrested and transferred to
jail to serve their sentences.
The case dates back to
Sept 22, 1978, when a person
named Ganga was killed, lea-

ding to an FIR against seven

people in Gorakhpur the fol-
lowingday.
The suspects were char-

ged after an investigation.

The additional sessions jud-
geof Gorakhpur convicted fi-
ve of the accused on January
21, 1981, and sentenced them
tolifeterm.

Pyare and Chhotku were
acquitted of allchargesin the
same judgment. Later,
govt appealed against their
acquittal.

HC heard the plea and no-
ted in its verdict: “After consi-

dering the facts and circums-
tances of the case and exami-
ning the findings recorded by
the trial court in the acquittal
of accused Pyare Singh and
Chhotku, we are of the view
that the trial court has not ex-
amined the evidence led by
the prosecution in the right
perspective. The prosecution
hasfully established the guilt
of the accused on the basis of
evidence led at the stage of
trial. The acquittal of the ac-
cused Pyare Singh and
Chhotku is consequently
reversed.”
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"Shame, Misdirected

In the Revanna case, women continue to be
brutalised by failures to protect their identity

rajwal Revanna is, by most accounts, in Germany. He left
I ) Hassan soon after it finished polling on April 26. Between then
and today, when Karnataka's remaining LS seatsgotovote, the
sexual assaultallegations againsthim haveescalated in gravity and
political heat. Youcould say of allthis, it's thestartof thejourney of
justice. But for many of the women who appear in the videos, on
whose basis an SIT probe is proceeding, it appears to be the start of
new torture. As the videos gain circulation in Hassan and reveal
. their identities, women have been fleeing their homes, without the
luxury of adiplomaticpassportora European destination.

Don’t mislabel this | It doesn’t help them that many media
reports refer to the videos as ‘sex tapes’. There are clear signs that
nothing so benign is underway here. What is being indicated is
sexual harrassment to rape, on a mass scale, with the enormous
political power Revanna’s family wields in the district providing
the core frame of reference.

Don’t continue electronic abuse |
In the seminal Nipun Saxena case,
SC underlined the importance of
protecting the identity of rape and
sexual abuse victims: “Unfortunately,
in our society, the victim of a sexual
offence...is treated worse than the
perpetrator of the crime.” The persons
who dumped the video pen drives

00:00

05:00
4 } e across Hassan’s bus stops, parks,

— shops etc before it voted, with obvious

political motivations, don’t care how many women they will be
hurting how much. Neither do all those who take pleasure in
watching the videos and circulating them via Whats App, Bluetooth
ete. But what about the state? What has it done to protect the
women's identities? So far, not much.

Don'tignore the laws | Theseacts of circulation are actionable
under Sections 66E and 67A of the IT Act. The judiciary, which has
issued 80+ gag orders for Revanna, should strongly direct authorities
on strict action to protect the women too. SIT’s new helpline must
also come through for the victims. Finally, it is time to pull political
parties within the POSH and Vishakha rekhas. The view that they
are exempt because they do not have employer-employee relation-
ships is nolonger tenable. Remember, the idea of the workplace was
meaningfully expanded by the Bhanwari Devi case. Then note that
the Revanna videos reportedly include party workers.
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/ 12-yr-old’s MTP plea: HG
seeks med board report

Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court has sought a report
from a medical board of JJ
Hospital on a plea for medi-
cal termination of the over
six-month pregnancy of a
12-year-old girl who was sex-
ually assaulted by her 14-
year-old brother.

Justices Revati Mohite

Dere and Manjusha Desh-
‘pande on Thursday directed

amedical board to be consti-
tuted to examine her and its
report to be submitted to a
vacation bench on Monday
The girl’s mother moved HC
topermit MTP as her daugh-
ter’s pregnancy has crossed
the 24-week legal limit for
termination.

The petition said on May
2 the daughter complained
of stomach ache. Atahealth
centre, the doctor suspected
pregnancy and a test con-
firmed it. The girl told her
mother that from Oct, when
no one was at home, her el-
der brother used to foreibly

establish physical relation-

ship with her. He threatened
her with dire consequences.
On the mother’s complaint,
an FIR was lodged the same
day underIPC and Poeso Act
against the son and he was

sent to juvenile home. On
May 3, the girl was produced
before child welfare com-
mittee, Palghar and senttoa
home. OnMay 4, atJ J Hospi-
tal it was found that she is
“24 weeks and five days"
pregnant.

The mother's petition
said doctors have opined
that there are chances of
premature birth, low birth
weight, respiratory distress
syndrome, electrolvte im-
balance and kidney disease,
The medical reports indi-
catethere will be major com-
plications in growth of the
foetus in the minor’s womb
and it will endanger both
lives. Also, continuation of
pregnancy till normal ten-
ure will affect the girl's
physical and mental health

The mother's petition
said doctors had opined
that there were chances
of premature birth, low
birth weight, respira-

kidney disease...major
complications in growth
of the foetus

besides causing morerisk to
her life.

“The mere age of 12to 13
is not appropriate to repro-
duceachild... Theminorgirl
has a right to study and
makeacareer butduetothis
pregnancy it will be impos-
sible for the minor/victim
even to be educated,” her
petition added. The mother
said she wants her daughter
to lead a “normal life with-
out any eomplications and
medical problems”, *...
ery passing day produces ir-
retrievable changes in the

status of the petitioner's :

daughter and foetus which

shecarriesand... invariably !

have a direct impact upon
thechild inthewombas well
as the petitioner’s daugh-
ter,” her petition said.

ev- !

5
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#Sexual crimes:
Shun perps,
not survivors

I swaminOMICS
= SWAMINATHAN S ANKLESARIA AIYAR

. Some are drooling lasciviously over
. the Karnataka sex scandal involving
Prajwal Revanna, MP and son of for-
s merstate health minister HD Revanna,
and of former Prime Minis-
ter and of the Janata Dal (S), H D Deve Gowda.
Others are analysing the impact on the election.

Prajwal’s pen drive with 2,976 sexual video clips

of him allegedly forcing sexual acts on multiple

+ women is all over social media. This has embold-
ened some survivors to file cases, Prajwal has de-
camped to Germany to avoid arrest.

His father, Revanna, is also in trouble. A former
female employee at his house has alleged, “When-
ever his wife Bhavani was away, Revanna would
repeatedly touch me inappropriately, disrobe me,

. and sexually assault me.”

This highlights two terrible aspects of Indian so-

ciety. One, powerful families control local police sta-
* tionsand are effectively above the law: Their children

think they are immune from criminal complaints.

That can have devastating moral conseguences.

Sadly, the Gowda clan’s power is not exception-
al. Across India, top politicians are masters in their
satrapies. Anybody complaining against them will
suffer terribly after a police rebuff. Onee in a while
their outrages come to light, but this has no impact
on other satraps. '

Consider Kuldeep Singh Sengar, former BJP MLA.
He allegedly raped a 16-year-old girl who came to him
for a job in Unnao in 2017. Her father protested to the
police, but was himself arrested and beaten to death
by policemen in jail. Desperate for justice, the girl set
herself on fire outside the chief minister’s house. The
courts intervened, and a police enquiry exposed the
shocking truth. Later, a truck hit the car in which the
girl was traveling with two aunts and her lawyer. Her
aunts were killed, and her lawyer badly injured. What
a tragic outcome for a girl who had the guts to com-
plain. Will not her tale dissuade other victims?

Worse is the social impact on female survivors
and their families. 1 find this far more shocking than
even the sexual abuses. Surely women filmed per-
forming forced sexual acts should receive the warm-
est sympathy and heartfelt support of their commil-
nities. Surely the molesters and rapists should be

ostracised. Alas, it is the survivors who are being
ostracised by their communities. As for perpetra-

WHAT A SHAME: While the accused has fled to
Germany, the stigma has made several survivors
and their families leave Hassan district

tors, one newspaper report from the field says the |
revelations will have no impact on votes. Apparent-
1y, voters think nothing significant has happened.

Across Hassan district, several survivors and their
families have fled to escape humiliation and social
opprobrium. Traditional Indian society doesnot view
raped women as victims of terrible crimes, It views
them as scandalous women acting in porn clips. The
humiliation is too much for many families to bear.

A woman who used to work in Revanna’s home
was kidnapped to silence her. The police rescued her:
Is she hailed as a heroine bringing horrible politicians
to book? No, she and her family are scarred for life.
Her son says, “The whole world knows about us now.
How can we go back to our village and live? We are
poor people fighting every day tomake ends meet. The
area where we lived will never accept us.”

‘Worse, the woman was too afraid to tell her family
the truth. “She never told us about the assaults,” says
the son, “We came to know only after the video went
viral.” Our sick social norms stop a woman complain-
ing of rape to her own family for fear of social disgrace.

In other countries, survivors would have national
sympathy, and those coming forward to tell their tales
would be called heroines. Traditions are different
here, imbued with a patriarchal culture that com-
modifies women. They are viewed as possessions of
their fathers and after marriage, of their husbands,
rather than individuals free todo as they please. The
practice of dowry further commodifies them.

One consequence is that a raped girl is viewed
as ‘damaged goods’, People will say in Hindi “Neta
ne ladki ko kharab kar diva” (the politician has
made the girl bad). What distorted logic! Surely the
man is bad, and the girl is not. But in traditional
society, nobody will marry her. Other men will view
her as a ‘bad girl’, as legitimate prey. Her family
will be tainted.

An injured man will receive sympathy and help
from community, But a raped woman will not, because
she is seen as a commodity, and damaged at that.

‘We boast about becoming the third largest econ-
omy in the world, and the voice of the Global South.

Let us attend first to the sickness in our society Let

us gain the capacity to feel shame. ®
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'HC denies parole for

conjugal relations
with live-in partner

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High
Court on Thursday un-
derlined that Indian law
and prison rules do not
permit parole to a priso-
ner on the ground of ma-
intaining conjugal rela-
tionships, certainly not
with a live-in part-
ner. The court said
that a person can-
not claim to have a
fundamental right
to a child from his
or her live-in part-
ner, who is a convict, whi-
ledenying paroletoaman
who tried to pass off hisli-
ve-in partner as his wife,
hiding the fact he already
hadawife. _
“It would be also perti-
nent to note that the law,
as it stands enacted today,
does not permit grant of
parole on the ground of
maintaining ‘conjugal re-
lationship’ even with
one’slegally wedded wife,
let alone a live-in part-
ner,” Justice Swarana

Kanta Sharma observed

while refusing paroletoa
man, who is serving life
imprisonment, to con-
summate his “marriage”
with his live-in partner
and for

social ties.

In the plea, the woman
wasmentioned ashiswife
and the man had also not
revealed that he had not
legally separated from
his first wife with whom
he had three children.

The convict's live-in

partner, who lacks legal

recognition as a
“wife”,doesnatfall
within the scope of
the definition of
family’ under the
Delhi Prison Rules,
HC said, adding

_ ;hough the Rules recogni-
se theillness of akinasa
ground for considering

application ﬁ::r parole

HerasessenainssaanssassaRsaiiainia
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No legal bar on
second divorce
plea on cruelty
grounds: HC

Bengaluru: There is no legal
bar on filing a second petition
seeking dissolution of mar-
riage on grounds of cruelty if.
earlier petition has been dis.
missed, Karnataka HC obsery-
ed, granting divorce to a man,
reports Vasantha Kumar.

“Even if it is assumed that
the husband has failed to dis-
charge his obligation towards
the son, the same caniot be a
ground to deny divorce if he is
able to establish the ground of
cruelty against his wife,” a di-
vision bench comprising Jus-
tices Anu Sivaraman and
Anant Ramanath Hegde said,
settingaside the Jjudgment of a
family court in Mysuru_

The couple married on Jan
28,2007, and welcomed a sonon
Jan 26, 2010. The woman regis-
tered a police complaint
agm‘nstherhusband,ammg.
him of demanding Rs 3 lakh
from her father,

The wife alleged the hus-
band had an illicit relation.
shipwitha colleague. The hus.
band, whphadearlierfﬂeda_di- d
vorce plea and withdrew the |
same in 2018, filed a fresh pet. :
ition in 2019. On Jan 22, 2021,
the family court rejected the :
pleafiled by the husband_ H

................................................
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abortion of 31-week foetus

Teen To Carry Till Full Term As Docs Explain Risk In MTP

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a rare in-
stance, Supreme Court on
Monday recalled its April 22
order, passed in exercise of
its omnibus powers under
Article 142 of the Constitu-
tion to do complete justice,
allowing termination of a
14-year-old girl's 31-week
pregnancy caused by sexual
assault.

A bench headed by CJI D
Y Chandrachud, on a pet
ition filed by the minor's
mother, had asked the dean
of Lokmanya Tilak Munici-
pal General Hospital and
Medical College, Sion, Mum-
bai, to carry out the MTP af-
ter it perused a medical
board’s report suggesting
that though termination of
an advanced pregnancy was
risky, carrying on with the
pregnancy to its full term
may have a deleterious im-
pact on the minor’s mental
and physical health,

A Y SRR R I e

Afterthe court passed the
order setting the stage for
MTP, the girl's mother vacil-
lated between termination
of a fully grown foetus or al-
lowing her minor daughter
to deliver a baby which
would be put up for adoption.
She wanted an assurance
that MTP would not harm
her daughter in any manner.
But doctors explained the
complications involved in
terminating an advanced
pregnancy.

Finding the petitioner in-
decisive, the doctors wrote
back tothe SC and additional
solicitor general Aishwarya

The CJi-led SC bench

ordered that if at any

later stage, after the
minor gave birth, the
family wanted to give up

the baby for adoption,

then state govt would

facilitate the process

Bhati, specifically requested
by the SC to assist in the mat-
ter by consulting everyone
involved, explained the diffi-
cult situation faced by the
doctors in terminating a
pregnancy which had ad-
vanced to 32 weeks,

Recognising the dilem-
ma, the bench decided to
havea video conference with
thegirl's parents, theteam of
doctors tasked with conduct-
ing the MTP, counsel for the
mother and Bhati,

After a discussion, the
bench agreed with the par-
entsontaking the pregnancy
to its full term.

It recalled its April 22 or-
der, and ordered that the
Maharashtra govt would
support the girl and her fam-
ily in carrying on with the
bregnancy to its full term
and render all healthcare as-
sistance to her.

The CJI-led benchalso or-
dered that if at any later
stage, after the minor gave
birth, the family wanted to
give up the baby for adop-
tion, the state govt would fa-
cilitate the process.

Interestingly, ~ Bombay
High Court had rejected the
girl’s mother’s plea for MTP
citing the Medical Termina-
tion of Pregnancy Act provi-
sion that fixed 24 weeks as
theouter limit for pregnancy
termination. SC had ordered
a fresh examination of the
girlby a medical board on the
ground that the medical re-
port relied upon by the HC
did not consider “impact of
pregnancy on physical and
emotional well-being of the

minor”, y
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Islam doesn’t allow live-in if married: HC

Lucknow: Allahabad HC's
Lucknow bench has held
that a follower of Islam can-
not be in a live-in relation-
shipif his spouse isalive, re-

married and the pa-
rtiesbeing adults choose fo
lead their lives in a way of
their own,” said the bench.
With this observation, the

The petitioners claimed
they were in a live-in rela-
tionship but the woman’s
parents lodged an FIR for

jpping and inducing

ports Ravi Singh Sisodiya. benchof justices AR Masoo-  their daughter to marry
“Jslamic tenets do not per- di and AK Srivastava re- him.They sought police pro-
mit live-in-relationship dur-  fused to provide police pro- tection saying they are
ing a subsisting marriage. tection to the petitioners. adultsand, as pera SCorder,
The position may be differ- The petitioners arvefromdif-  they were free to stay in a
entif the two personsareun- ferent faiths. live-in relationship.

P8
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‘Cops Should
Be Called In
As Last Resort’

phananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
has ruled that married wom-
en cannot use police machin-
ery to hold hushand at ran-
som and expressed concern
over much abused Section
498A (cruelty to women in
matrimonial home) of IPC
getting replicated in Bharati-
va Nyay Sanhita without &

semblance of protection
for  husband and his
relatives against frivolous
complaints.

Quashing 2498A casefiled
by a woman against her hus-

e
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Ansari’s son gets pre-arrest bail

Supremecoun onMonday granted anticipatory bail toUmar

Ansari, theson of deceased gangster

inacase

Mukhtar
againsthim for violation of model code of conduct

in2022. TN

in2022. A bench of Justices Hrishikesh Roy and
Prashant Kumar Mishra granted him relief after his
| counsel submitfed thatother accusedinthecase

f| are already on bail

j|  Opposing his bail, additional advocate general
- ‘ of UP Garima prashad said that allegationagainst

: 11 ansariwasseriousashe had threatened the
districtadministration ofMau and violated MCC during state polls-

band, and in-laws, & bench of
justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra said: “Police
machinery cannotbe utilised
for the purpose of holding
husband atransom so that he
could be squeezed by the wife
at the instigation of her par-
ents or relatives or friends.
Police machinery should be
resorted to as a measure of

lastresort.”

SC said before BNS came
into force, “we request Legis-
lature to look into the issue
and consider making neces-
sary changes in Sections 85
and 86 of the BNS before both
the new provisions come into
force.”

The SC said in all cases, a
wife's complaint of harass-
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498A replicated in BNS without

shield for hubby worries SC

mentori]l—treatmentdoesnot :
mechanically attract Section i
498A of theIPC. “Many times,
awoman’sparents.including H
closerelatives, make a moun-
tain out of a molehill, the :
bench said. The first thing
that comes in themind of the @
wife,herparentsandherrela- ;
tivesis the police, as if thepo-
lice is the panacea of allevil. @
No sooner does the matter re-
ach upto thepolice, theneven
if there are fair chances of :
reconciliation between the
gpouses, they would get de- @
stroyed,” it said. :

“NMany times, services of :
professionals are availed for :
the same and once the com-
plaint is drafted by a legal :
mind, it would be very diffi- ¢
cult thereafter to weed out :
any loopholes or other defi- :
ciencies in the same,” the i
penchsaid.
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A £ gt
/BJP netain HC on
: - ) I P
. Pinarayi kin's

H {]
~ “foreigna/cs
i Kochi: BJP functionary
Shone George has filed an ap-
i plication in Kerala HC, alleg-
: ingthatCMPinarayi Vijayan's
! daughter’s, now defunct com-
i pany, Exalogic “parked” huge
! sums in an account in Abu
{ Dhabiand Canadian company
i SNC Lavalin routed funds to
i USAthroughit.
i Thepleaseeksaprobe into
: daughter, Veena T's company
under the Companies Actand
i actiqn‘bythe;sge_i!_libusﬁ‘raudm
|, vestigationOffice.em &
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“SC turns down BJP appeal

agalnst HC ban on poll ads

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
. on Monday said BJP’s news-
. paper advertisements target-
i ingTrinamoolCongresswere
i prima facie disparaging and
i added that the issue was “a
! questionof themdependence
- of the Election Commission”.

i A vacation bench of jus-
| ticesJKMaheshwariand KV
¢ Viswanathan refused to en-
i tertain the BJP appeal
¢ against a Calcutta HC order
i that stopped such advertise-

! mentsandalsoquestioned EC

i for not acting promptly on
¢ Trinamool Congress's May 15

! complaint against the adver-
: tisements. EC had issued no-

i ticetoBJPthreedayslater,on
: Mayl8.

“Why didECm:t dnm-:-

terfere withthia(HC) m
We have seen the advertise-
menta.Donotprecipibateﬂle

You can promote yourseif
and say vou are the best. But
we cannot... further (politi-
cal) acrimony,” Justice Vis-
wanathansaid evenas Patwa-
lia insisted that three of the
four advertisements were fac-

Calcutta High Court, ear-

lier this month, had said EC

~ had “grossly failed” to ad-
~ dress complaints about viola-
ﬁnnsofthemodelcodeofpoﬂ

.-.so mstramfsd BJP Eom con-

Justice Sabyasachi Bhat-
tacharya held that the adver-
tisements issued by BJP on
May 4, 5,10 and 12 in sections
of themedia wereclearly “de-

rogatory” and violated the
code, adding that such “de-
rogatory”, “slanderous” ad-
vertisement ought to be rest-
rained in order toensure free,
fairand untainted elections.

Pa
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’SC refuses to hear plea on voter:

turnout data amid elections

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

i New Delhi: Supreme Court
i on Friday refused to enterta-
i inan NGO's plea for a direc-
i tiontoECtodeclarevotertur-
¢ nout figures at the end of
i each phase of polling and sa-
{ id it was not inclined to issue
: any interim order amid elec-
tioneering.

The apex court was hea-
ring an application filed by
i Association for Democratic
i Reforms(ADR)in its PILpen-
ding since 2019.

: ADR had sought “scanned
legible copies of Form 17C
Part-1 (Account of Votes Re-
corded)” of all polling sta-
tions uploaded immediately
. after the polls.

The top court

Commission that
doesn’t have to
upload numbers
after each phase

SC said the turnout app
was a voluntary step taken by
the poll panel to inform pub-
lic about approximate voting
percentage.

“EC is not statutorily re-
quired to upload preliminary
data. Sometimes a good initi-
ativeislike ‘aa bailmujhema-
ar’ (counter-productive),” SC
said, agreeing with EC’s con-
tention that it wasnotmanda-

ted to put out turnout figures

after polling for each phase.

» PIL factory, P 5

Appearing for EC, senior
advocate Maninder Singh sa-
id the application was based
on “suspicions, apprehen-
sions and falsehood” and ur-
ged SCnot toentertainsucha
plea as the “so-called PIL”
was causing grave harm to
theelectoral process.

“ow voter turnout could
possibly bedueto continuous
attempts by certain elements
to create an atmosphere of
suspicion around the electo-
ral process,” hesaid.

Singh said the court, inits
judgment on April 26, had
scrutinised every ADR alle-
gation and dismissed it while
questioning its bona fide.

7
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No facts pleaded but PIL factory
is raising suspicions: EC in SC

»Continued from P 1

Commission, Manin-
 der Singh, said in the
Supreme Court: “But the PIL
factory, within hours of the
pronouncement of the judg-
ment, filed this application
raising another set of appre-
hensions based on suspi-
cions. No fact is pleaded to
substantiate the allega-
tions.” He added that as per
Article329(b) of the Constitu-
tion, no court shall call into
question a parliamentary
election exceptonfilingof an
. election petition after the
: conclusion of the poll pro-
i cess
: Terming as false
: ADR’s assertion that
¢ there had been a vari-
: ationof 5-6% inthefi-

(‘\ ounsel for the Election

i tafrom the preliminary sta-
i tisties released by EC, Singh
i said the figure registered on
i thevoterturnoutapp, which
wasbased on preliminary as-

: sessment, varied from the fi-

i nal turnout data only by

i 12%. A vacation bench of

' justices Dipankar Datta and

‘Over the years, we
havese:nplbliuty
interest petiti

masquerading as

PiLs,’ the SC said

Satish Chandra Sharma SC
repeatedly asked why ADR
did not take steps for early
hearingof its 2019 petitionin
the last five years and how it
could seek interim
which waslgimﬂarta m:%
ef sought in its 2019 petition.
Senior advocate Dushy-
ant Dave, for ADR, admitted
that the NGO was
damned by SC but re-
minded the court that
ADR had over the ye-
ars played an impor-
tant role in assisting
the court to develop the elec-
toral jurisprudence, Senior
advocate AM Singhvi, appea-
ring for former Trinamool
MP Mahua Moitra, said Arti-
cle 329(b) was never a bar for
courts to initiate improve-
ments in the elec pro-
cess to make polls fair and

transparent.

Singhvi countered EC's
stand that SC’s April 26 judg-
ment covered the voter tur-
nout percentage mandated
inForm 17C. The bench agre-
ed with Singhvi, but said;
“Of the seven phases (of
elections), five phases are
over, Thesixth one isschedu-

led for May 25. We have seen

EC’s eounter affidavit. This
particular compliance you

(ADR) are insisting on will
reguire not only manpower

but also change ground ru-
" les. We are aware of ground
realities.”

“Everyone is for free and
fair elections. Whatever im-
provement that is needed
should be made. Over the ye-
ars, we have seen publicity
interest, private interest and
paisa interest petitions mas-
gueradingas PILs. Itis for us
to check this...we don't say
you don’t have a case on me-
rit but this is not an appro-
priaterelief you havesought
now. Very little window is
left open, we cannot inter-
rupt it. We are also respon-

sible citizens. Let us trust so-

me of our institutions.”

P5
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50.7Cr Of 76.3Cr
Eligible Voted In
First 5 Phases

BhartiJain@timesgroup-com

: 1!:\Ie\lv Delh__ —i:'Adaj*awi"té;Su-:;ré—

me Court declined to direct
Election Commission to pub-
lish booth-wise elector dataas

. recorded in Form 17C, the poll
i panel released the absolute
: number of eligible voters and
i votescast acrossparliamenta-
3 Ik constituencies in the first
i fivephases,to set atrest “false
narratives” abouta “delay” in
f release of voter turnout data.

Of over 76.3 crore eligible
voters in the first five phases
of the Lok Sabha elections,
as many as 50.7 crore people

-

“EC gives absolute polling nos.
day after SC _refuse_s to step In

havecastthairwm,aceordh'xg-
to data shared by the poll
panel on Saturday

The revision in format of
release of turnout data came
even as chief election com-

missioner Rajiv Bumar ques-
tioned the trend of repeated
raising of “yunfounded doub-
ts” on the electoral processes. |

p‘Patternin raising..., P 6
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’No legal mandate t make
~ final turnout of all
ic: ECto SC

~ booths public: EC to
phananjay.Mahapatra olling agents of candidates

: @timesgroup.com on the day of voting itself.

3 The Election Commis-

i New Delhi: Election Com- sion filed the affidavit in the

: mission on Wednesday told ?apexcaurtinre&ponse tothe

: Supreme Court in an affida- application by NGO ‘Associ-
vit that there was no legal ation for Democratic Re-

i mandate to provide final vo- forms' (ADR), which has so-

i ter turnout data of all pol- ugh_tthaxﬁnalvuterturnout

i ling stations to any person  figures of all polling sta-
i other than the candidate or  tions be made public in 48

i his/heragents. hours.

i The poll panel also said “ADR’s application igno- '
i giving out final voter turno- resthe disclaimer to the ef-

! 4t numbers based on Form fect that the figures in the
i 17C wouldlead to “confusion non-statutory voter turnout
{ among voters as it will also  appis secondary data and is
! include postal ballot co- only provisional in nature,”
unts”, while pointing out Election Commission said.
i that turnout data of each -

\ polling booth is shared with »*‘Mala fide effort’, P 4
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Mala fide effort to keep
on ra|smg suspicion: EC

»Continued fromP 1

Iec'd.on Commission 'ac-
!-“ cused the NGO ‘.’Aasqci
A ration for Democratic Re-
fornis’ (ADR) of “trying to cre-

ate entitiement when none ex-

ists inthelaw by way of

application in the middle of an  §
", “Inany electo-

clection peri
ral contest, the margin of viet-
ry may be very close. In sach
caseg, disclosure of Form 17C in
publicdomainmay cause confu-
sionin the minds of voters with
regard to the total votes polled
as the latter figure would in-
clude the numbsr of wvotes
polled as per Form 170 as wellag
thevotes received through post-
al ballots. However, such differ-
ence may not be easily under-
stood by voters and inay be used
by persons with mativated in-
terests 1o cast aspersion on the
whole electoral process cause
chaos in the election machinery
whichisalready fnmotion,” the
affidavitsaid.

[ P IR TP .-.uq..vu-.u.-..-...i....._....‘..--.._-".
f
J == S

‘Thevoterturnoutdataxsfa
cilitative and a transparency
Initiative of the commission, ir.x
addition tg extant statutory de-

sign of providing exact turnout
data of each polling booth to

polling agents of candidates,”
ECadded, :
The poll panel also rebutted
allegations of increase in vot-
ing percentage days % poll-

“ing possibly being a

change of EVMsand uaid"vest-
ed interests hablitually throw
baseless charges” during elec-
tions to create suspicion and
discredit the exercise to demo-

R P P P

~ EC said other

| looking forward to

of

) ﬂ;dmypolh in

India where 97 crore

their franchise over

seven phases

tivate voters. :
“There are certain elements !

and vested interests who keep

on throwing baseless and false '

allegations, creating unwar-

ranted atmosphere of suspicion

~ in close proximity of time of

conduct of every elections by :
the EC tosomehow discreditthe :
same,” ECsaid.

It stressed that other coun- !
tries were looking forward to :
the efficacy of conduct of elec- :
tions in the largest democracy |
where 97 crore voters will exer-
cise their franchise in seven :
phases. :

g



ThE Timés o Twom

MAY 14 Y o0y

Page 104 of 373

\_// Don’t cross Lakshmanrekha: >

HC turns down BIP plea on ads

Subrata Chattoraj| rnn

Kolkata: A division bench of
Calcutta High Court on Wed-
nesday refused to interfere in

a single-bench judge’s order

that restrained BJP from pub-
lishing “offending advertise-

i ments” inthe media.

Calcutta HC Chief Justice
T S Sivagnanam said parties
should not cross a “Laksh-
manrekha” during electione-
ering. “Certain utterances by

people at the helm of affairs
¢ are having a great impact on
¢ the public. There should not

be any personal attack. This

holds equally true for the

other side,” he said.
A single-judge bench of
Justice Sabyasachi Bhatta-

charya, in response to a TMC
: petition, said on Monday that

EC had “grossly failed” to
address complaintsabout vio-

@mms of the model code of

p-Seek review: CJ,P 5

poll conduct. He also restrai-

ned BJP from continuing
with the publication of “of
fending advertisements” that
violated the code.

The advertisements issu-
ed by BJPonMay 4,5,10and 12
in sections of the media were
“derogatory”, Justice Bhatta-
charya said, adding that such
“derogatory”, “slanderous”
advertisement ought to be
restrained to ensure free and
fairelections.

Ganguly wants
EC probed by

. central agencies

ormer Calcutta High
Court judge Abhijit Gan-

.'gu];cmWadnasdayﬁh:l&pet

ition against Election Com-
mission in Calcuta HC, seek-

_inga central agency probe in-
to why the poll panel made
“wholly unwarranted and

highly objectionable com-
ments” against him with a
prejudiced mind”. Ganguly,
BIP's Tamluk candidate,
stepped into the HC tosign his
vakalatnama asalitigantand
then headed to Moyna and
Nandigram to resume cam-
paigning after the EC-man-
dated bar. “I had gone to the
HC to file a petition. I had
some prior engagemen

Ganguly told TOL

BN

1
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; CJ Slvagnanam 1 asks BIP to seek
‘review of order before single bench

. bmmﬂnued fromP1

"~} "MC had approached Cal-
cutta HC against someads
that were published on

days including May 12 (a day be-

fore the 4th phase of polls and
t‘ell in the designated “silent pe-
™). The division bench of

Cmef Justice Sivagnanam and

Justice Hiranmay Bhattach-

aryya on Wednesday said they

zould not be asked to test the
correctness of an order when

BJP had not made its submis-
sioninthesinglebench. The CJ,
instead, directed BJP to seek re-
fore the single bench,

Senior counsel Jayanta Mi-

tra pleaded with the bench
that the single bench passed
the order ex-parte. Mitra also
pointed out that the petitioner
(TMC) was aware that the ap-
propriate authority in this
matter was EC. “This explains
whyTnnamoullcsmmamedm

EC." headded.

EC had been granted pow-
ers for “superintendence, di-
rection, control and conduct™
of polls, the BJP counsel said,
arguing that EC and not the
court should take a decision
on poll-related advertise-
ments in the media, Mitraalso
wondered how the single
bench passed the order with-

“out waiting for a day for EC to

take a decision on BJP's reply
t@gsmm-cmemnee

. il
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EC ‘grossly failed’ to stop
poll code violation: Cal HC

Court To BJP:
Stop ‘Offending,
Derogatory’ Ads

Subrata Chattoraj | TN

Kolkata: The Election Com-
mission had “grossly failed”
to address complaints about
violations of the model code
of poll conduct, the Calcutta
High Courtsaid on Monday in
response to a Trinamool
Congress petition.

The court also restrained
BJP from continuing with the
publication of “offending ad-
vertisements” and issuing
media advertisements that
violated the model code of
conduct. Justice Sabyasachi
. Bhattacharyaheld that thead-
| vertisements issued by BJP

i on May 4, 5,10 and 12 in sec-
\ tjons of the media were clear-

i ly “derogatory” and violated

—
TMC HAD MOVED COURT OVER ADS

»> BJP advertisements 'Mg'ﬁm&aﬂsfduﬂm‘_‘sﬂmt

appeared on May 4,5,10and | period” (a day before or on

12 in sections of media pollingday)

> TMC said the ads violated | > EC counsel told HC it had

model code and the EC's sent notice to BJP asking

compendium restraining if it had obtained “pre-

parties/netas from making certification” for May 12 ad

“unverified, unsubstantiated | , Calcutta HC said ads clearly

allegations” violated model code and such

» TMC also said advertiser | “derogatory” & “slanderous”

needed to obtain a “pre- ads ought to be restrained to

certification” from EC for ‘ensure free and fair polls J
thecode,addingthatsuch“de-  that were published on days
rogatory”, “slanderous” ad- including May 12 (aday before

vertisement ought to be rest-
rained in order toensure free,
fairand untainted elections.
“Any resolution adopted
by the EC after June 4 means
nothing,” Justice Bhattacha-
rya observed in response 10 &
Trinamool plea that the EC
had sat on its complaints.
Trinamool went to the HC
against some ads in Bengali

the fourth phase of pelling
andfellin the “silent period”).
Trinamool counsel Jishnu
Saha pleaded that the adverti-
sements violated the model
codeand themediacompendi-
um issued by EC restraining
political parties and leaders
from making “‘unverified, un-
substantiated allegations eit-

her directly or implied” aga-

inst political opponents. Saha
also submitted that the adver-
tiser needed to obtaina “pre-
certification” from the EC in
caseitwantedtoreleaseanad-
vertisement during the “si-
Jent period” (a day before pol-
ling or on polling day).
Trinamool had been
complaining to the EC since
May 4. drawing itsattentionto

BJP’s “misleading” ads and.
urgmgforalevelplayingﬁeld :

while the election was on, Sa-
ha said. “But there was nore-

sponse from EC. The first re-
sponse came on the day we fi- i

ledawritpetition inthe HC on
May18,” he added.
EC counsel Laxmi Gupta

submitted tothecourtthatthe

commission had already issu-

ed a show-cause notice to the =
BJP asking whether it had ~

obtained the EC “pre-certifi-

cation” before releasing the :

advertisement on May 12.

»‘Not trying to...’, P 2
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New Delhi: Supreme Court on
by s o a l lln to
sack Delhi chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, who is on inte.
rim bail till June in the excise
bolicy case, but reiterated its
‘toncern about the pry
a CM continuing in the consti-
tutional post even after his
In a special leave Dpetition, :
one Kant Bhati had challenged
DelhiHC’s Aprillﬂdecisionrej-

Kant was not even a petitioner :
talﬁeactionifhe.wamsm__.%

ek removal of K nwal')Why

Iﬁn'_tnlmm!ﬂ%,a'r
%
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7Can't remove Kejriwal'
- from CM post: HC

i »Continued fromP1

"1 Thebench said the peti-
Ftioner may have had
: something to say on
i propriety of an arrested
: person to continue as Delhi
i CM. “We had raised propri-
* gty issue when the other
matter (Kejriwal's petition
challenging his arrest by
ED)cameup before us.”

In its April 10 order dis-
missing Sandeep Kumar's
PIL, HC actingchief justice
Manmohan and Manmeet
P S Arora had said, “This
court is of the view that
there is no scope for judici-
al interference in the pre-
sent matter. This court in
writ jurisdiction cannot re-
move or dismiss Kejriwal
from the post of CM of Del-

hmndeclm bmakdawnmf ]

,ather organs of the Sta.te to

The Supreme
- Court bench had
granted interim
bail to Kejriwal till
June 1 to enable
him to campaign
for the general
examine the said aspect in
accordance withlaw”.

The bench of Justices |

Khanna and Datta had
granted interim bail till Ju-
ne 1 to Kejriwal to enable

him to campaign for the ge-

neral elections but had bar-
red him from vigiting CMO

and Delhi Secretariat; bo- :

und him to his statement

‘that he would not sign any |

official files not make any

-Wmm role in the

 and, not inter-
vitness noraccess

mmt@thecase,
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Don’t do pressers as medla
not neutral, says PM Modi :

i New Delhi: PM Modi on
i Thursday justified his deei-
: sion not to hold press confe-
- rences by saying that the na-

ture of media had changed

, -and it was not the neutral en-
! tity that it used to be, with jo-
¢ urnalists promoting their vi-

ews and ideologies.

“Tam answerable to Parli-
ament. Today, journalists are
identified with their own pre-
ferences. Media isno longera
non-partisan entity.
arenow aware of your beliefs

as well. Earlier, media used to p

befaceless... whois writing in
the media, what is its ideolo-

gy.. nobody was bothered
about it earlier. However, the |
smmjmisnctﬂaesamsany
more,” Modi said in an inter- :

view to Aaj Tak Hindi.

He said a new culture had :
developed in politics which
was centred on managing the :
media and not being concer- :

nedaﬁoutpﬁﬂmmm ™

D e o i

b“ﬂlﬂﬂtﬁnfmn..,l’? ‘



b Continued fromP 1

id, “However, [ don't be-
lieve in treading that
path. Thaveto work hard and
_ reach out to each household
i of the poor. I can also get

PM Narendra Modi sa-

clickedcuttmg ribbonsin Vi-
I gyan Bhavan.
However, [ go
to a small dis-
trict in

Jharkhand
M for a minor
: = 3 project. 1 ha-
Pove brought anew work cultu-
: reanditisforthemediatota-
i keacall whether they endor-

seitornot.”.

: Asked about allegations
¢ that Election Commission's
: independencehadbeencom-
¢ promisedonhis watch, Medi

¢ shot back by recalling in-

i stancesof CECstakingto po-
i litics and holding ministeri-
i al positions after their reti-
’/rpmentunderCongressregi-

mes and by pointing out that

the EC was a single-member

entity for 56 years.

“The funny thing is that

people who came out of EC
sometimes became gover-
nors. Sometimes they beca-
me MPs. Sometimes they
went to contest parliamenta-
ry elections against Advani
i, they are examples of the
people who served as chief
election commissioner un-
der previous govts. Election
commissioners from that

era, now retired, still tweet

promoting the same politi-
cal philosophy. They give
their opinion and write arti-
cles. This only shows that it
is only now that the EC has

become completely indepen 4
dent,” the PM said.areferen-
cetoformer CEC TN Seshan

contesting polls against L K
Advani and M S Gill being

nominated to Rajya Sabha

and later becoming a Union

minister under UPA.
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_" Nehru first person to tamper
- with Constitution, says Modi

Inresponse to the opposi-
tion's allegations that 400+
seats were meant to change
the Constitution, Modi said,
“Who was the first person to
tamper with the Constitu-
tion in this country? It was
Pandit Nehru. The amend-
‘ments he brought were me-

ant to restrict freedom of

speech, which was against
democracy and against the
Constitution. After that, his
daughter (Indira Gandhi)
overturned a court judg-
ment and imposed an Emer-
gency. RajivGandhiovertur-
ned the Supreme Court
judgment in the Shah Bano
case and imposed restric-
tions on the media. The

- crown prince of Congress
(Rahul Gandhi) once tore
down the decision of the |

Union Cabinet,” hesaid.
The PM said four diffe-
rent membersof thesame fa-
mily had insulted the Consti-
tution at different times.

-t
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; Lucknow: A viralvideosho-
! wing the 17-year-old son of 4
- gram pradhan purportedly
i voting eight times at a pol-

ling station in UP’s Farruk-

¢ habad constituency on May

13 led the authorities to file
an FIR and detain him late
on Sunday, initiate discipli-
nary proceedings against of-
ficials managing the booth,
andnecommmdarﬂ_pgll.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav,
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi,

‘and Congress’s X handle we-

the video showing the offen-

(der flashing different ID  pF

r

“Teen seen votmg for B]P 8 |
times in Vid._. de __.:"_-'_"f'

ed

A0




Rahul & Akhiieéh
share video of loot’

. »Continued from P 1

1 “heboy is seen wearing
l two shirts in the video

{ of multiple frames

i stitched together

In a statement, UP’s chi-

i ef election officer Navdeep

' Rinwa said: “An FIR has be-

en registered under Sec-
tions 171-F and 419 (imperso-
nation) of IPC, and 128 (vio-
lation of the secrecy of vo-
ting), 132 (misconduct) &136
(fraud) of the Representa-
tion of People Act, 1951 at

. Nayagaon police station in

¢ Etahdistrict.”

: “My son pressed the bal-
lot several times, shot the vi-
deoand later shared it.”

SP chief Akhilesh sha-
red the video at 4.05pm
Sunday from his official X
handlewithapost, “If ECfe-
eis this is wrong, then it

must take some actinn,
otherwise... BJP's booth
committee maMal?ot
committee.”

Rahul wrote, “Seeingits
defeat,BJPwamstoloatde-f

mocracy by pressuring the
government machinery to
deny the mandate. Cong-
ress expects from all the of-
ficers performing election

duty that they should not |

forget their constitutional
responsibility under the
pressure of power. Otherwi-
se, @S 500N as. the Indian go-
vernment is formed, such
action will be taken that
argoone will thin% 10 t:t;ng
before i.nsu.ltingt e 04
the Constitution.”

The Etah district aﬁmi-
mstmﬂansaiduactedaﬁer
“taking serious cognisance

of the tweet posted by Akhi-

lesh Yadav”.
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*_Soren involved in land scam,"
tried to alter records: ED to SC

‘Campaigning Not A Fundamental Right, Deserves No Relief’

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A day before Su-

preme Court hears ex-Jhark-

hand CM Hemant Soren’s
. Dlea against his arrest in a
money laundering case, En-
forcement Directorate on
Monday filed an affidavit in
the top court with documen-
tary evidence about how he
clandestinely acquired 8.8
acres of prime land in Ran-
chi and used his powers to
change the records after ED
issued summons to him.

The agency also told SC
through the affidavit, filed in
response to Soren's appeal
challenginga Jharkhand HC
judgment rejecting his pet-
ition, that once the ex-CM
was caught for his wrongdo-
ings and documents were
seized during raids, he re-
sorted to filing FIRs against
EDofficialsunderthe SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act to deter them from con-
tinuing with the probe,

Soren had filed the case
against ED officials on the
day of his arrest on Jan 31
HC had stayed the proceed-

ings under SC/ST Act
AAN

' Hemant Soren’s counsel Kapil
Sibal had last week informed

Supreme Court that the land in
question did not belong
ex-CM and that ED had filed the
case under PMLA just to
immobilise an opposition
politician ahead of elections

to the

against ED officials and pro-
vided protection to them.

Saren’s counsel Kapil Sib-
al had last week informed a
bench of Justice Sanjiv Khan-
na and Justice Dipankar Dat-
tathat theland in question did
nat belong to the ex-CM and
that ED had'filed the case un-
der Prevention of Money
Laundering Act just to immo-
bilisean opposition politician
ahead of elections. Soren is
seeking inferim bail, placing
his case on par with Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal who is book-
ed ina PMLA case relating to
the Delhi liguor scam case.

In the affidavit, ED at-
tached photographs of pur-
ported official attempts to al-
ter land records after sum-
mons were issued to Soren.

The agency also attached
photographs of huge
amounts of eash seized dur-
ing various raids in connec-
tion with the land scam
against Soren and his al-
leged accomplices. Soren's
petition is listed for hearing
before a vacation bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and
S CSharma on Tuesday:

As in the case of Kejri-
wal. who was granted inter-
imbail on May 10 till June1to
enable him to campaign dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elections,
ED reiterated its stand that
campaigning was neither a
fundamental nor a constity-
tional right and that if inter-
im bail was granted on this
ground to one in custody;
then no pelitician could ever

be kept in custody for their
wrongdoings as elections, in
one form or the other, were
held round the year in India.
ED said Soren's accom-
plices prepared fake docu-
ments to camouflage his
ownership of the illicitly ac-
quired land, for which he and
hisarchitect had allegedly fi-
nalised a plan to build a ban-
quet hall. The agency said,
“During investigation, the
role of many senior bureau-
crats were found involved —
former state mining secreta-
ry Pooja Singhal in MGNRE-
GA scam and coal SCam, ex-
DCof Ranchi Chhavi Ranjan
in land scam, ex-principal
secretary to CM Rajeev Arun
Ekka in the scam relating to
transfer and posting of offi-
cialsand tenderscam.
“These persons are act-
ing in the garb of state ma-
chinery and conducting ille-
gal activities. However, the
Jharkhand govt took no ac-
tion against them even after
information under Section
66(2) of PMLA was shared.
The ex-CM shielded these
persons and till date contin-
ues to exercise influence
over the administration.” 4 e

(%
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Social media ‘hate’ post: K’taka
- cops summon Nadda, Malviya

Bengaluru: Bengaluru Po
lice has summoned BJP pres-
. ident J P Nadda and the par-
i tv'sIT cell head Amit Malvi-
i yainconnection withasocial
i media post allegedly intimi-
datingmembers of SCand ST
“community not to vote for a
particular candidate, offi-
cialssaidon Wednesday:
They have been asked to
join the probe at the High
Grounds police station here.
“For the purpose of inves-
tigation of the said case, you
arehereby directed to appear
before the undersigned in-
vestigation officer at 11 am at
: High grounds police station
: Wwithin seven days of receipt
: of thisnotice,” the summons
i read :

: The move comes after an
¢ FIR was registered against
Nadda, Malviya and BJP's
Karnataka unit chief B Y Vi-
Jjayendra in connection with
a social media following a
complaintfiled by the Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) with Election.

JP Nadda and Amit Malviya

Commission and police on
May 5 alleging violation of
model code of conduct. They
were booked under sections
of Representation of People
Actand Section 505 (2) (State-
ments creating or promating
enmity, hatred or ill-will be-
tween classes) of the Indian
Penal Code, a senior police
officer said.

In the complaint, the
KPCC cited the video upload-
edonsocia]mediapla_ﬂbxj-mx
bytheofficialaccount of Kar-
nataka State BJP which, it al-
leged, is operated by Malvi-
¥a, on instructions of Nadda
and Vijayendra, BJP State

President and Social Media

incharge- Karnataka BJP,

Sresssasiais

o May 4.

“The said video posted on
socialmediafeatured animat-
ed characters of (Congress
leader) Rahul Gandhi and
(chief minister) Siddara.
maiah. In the clip, SC, ST and
OBC community are por-
trayed as “eggs” in a nest and
italso suggested Rahul Gand-
hi planting a big egg labelled
as Muslim community, It is
projected as though funds are
being fed to the chick depict-
ing the Muslim community,
which then kicks out SC, ST
and OBC community” it al-
leged.

“The act of the accused
person (s) is to wantonly pro-
voke rioting and promote en-
mity between different reli-
gions and is prejudicial to

maintenance of harmony

apart from intimidating
members of SC/ST commu-
nity not to vote for particular
candidate and causing enmi-
ty againstmembersof SC/ST
community,” the complaint
alleged. sy

f1
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The Election Argument

SC does right to give Kejriwal interim bail

Chad indicated last week that it may give Arvind Kejriwal bail

S because of elections, and itfollowed through yesterday. AAP is
~ a national party, in govt in Delhi, which votes on May 25, and

in Punjab, which votes on June 1. Besides being the party chief,
Kejriwal is also the chief minister of Delhi. In the past, of course,
AAP campaigns in both Delhi and Punjab have been very much
helmed by Kejriwal, While only time will tell how much his return
to the campaign trail will affect voters, the uplift of party workers’

: spirits is already evident.

The court order takes pains to clarify
that this is not about “placing politicians
inabenefic position compared to ordinary
citizens”. Itnotes that Lok Sabhaelections
provide the vis viva (kinetic energy) to a
democracy: To ignore elections’ prodigious
importance in examining the grant of
: Interim bail to an electorally significant

figure, the court said, “would be iniquitous

st and wrong”, Whatdoprecedentssay? That

even when regular bail would not be Justified, interim bail can be

granted under compelling circumstances. That in Chandrababu

Naidu’s case too, SC has “deleted the condition restraining the
respondent” from participating in the political process.

As part of its reasoning for interim bail, the court also cited
the timing of Kejriwal's arrest in March this year, when the
investigation has been pending since August 2022. These matters
will resume in court after Kejriwal's bail period, which ends on
June 1. But for now, the court has done right to put the interests of
democracy over other issues.

P- L7



™ TwES of TNOA
MAY \2, 202+

Page 117 of 373

¢ HC raps Kabir speech, EC sends MLA notice

Subrata Chattoraj &
Debashis Konar | tnn

! Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
: urton Friday prohibited Tri-
! namool MLA Humayun Ka-
: bir from making comments
: based on the population de-
: mographicinanarea,
; Adivision bench of Chief
¢ Justice T 8 Sivagnanam and
: Justice Hiranmay Bhatta-
i charyya  directed  the
{ Murshidabad district ma-
! gistratetogive wide publicity
to the court order, ahead of
¢ thethird phase of Lok Sabha
i elections, when Behrampore
: goestopolls,
: EC issued a show-cause
: notice to Kabir for his com-

ments after the April 17 Ram
Navamiclashes in Murshida-
bad and asked him torespond
by noonof May 13.
The notice said
the poll panel had
gone through the
contents of the spe-
ech and found it to
be violative of the ;
model code of con- LS
duct. The HC division bench
took note of an FIR lodged by
Saktipur police against the
Bharatpur MLA. The counsel
for VHP drew the division
bench’s attention to the FIR.
The NIA counsel submitted
that the central agency had
already commenced a preli-
minary inguiry into the inci-

dent and sought some time to
submit the report.

“Taking more time
might dilute the issue,” the
CJ observed, and asked
the NIA counsel to take
noteof thereportsalrea-
dy submitted by the
Murshidabad SPand the
CIDDSP.

“The two reports
mention bombs were used in
several places. You should do
a preliminary inquiry and
submit a report whether the
bombing incidents come un-
der the scheduled offence,
You should also indicate
whether there was a need for
a probe by the central agen-
cy," the CJ said.

_—

The division bench fixed
the next hearing on June 13
and directed NIA to submit
the preliminary inquiry re-
port by then.

Kabir said: “I have recei-
ved the HC order from the
DM’s office... I honour the
MCC and have been doing so
all through my political care-
er. I said something following
the comments by UP CM Yogi
Adityanath, who said those
involved in riots should be
hanged, even though no riot
actually took place. However,
instead of the entire speech,
only an edited version of 32
seconds was submitted toEC,
I will submit my reply to EC

withmy entire speech.”
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" No immediate relief
for Kejriwal from SC
_ in excise policy case

i New Delhi: Delhi chief min-
¢ ister Arvind Kejriwal failed
i to get any relief from Su-
: preme Court on Tuesday,
: withatwo-judge benchrising
 without pronouncing an or-
der on granting him interim
bail to enable him to cam-
paign in the Lok Sabha elec-

tions. Kejriwal has B

been accused of money
laundering in a case
linked to the alleged
Delhi excisescam.
- ~A benchof justices
¢ Sanjiv Khanna and Di-
i pankar Datta, which re-
! served its order on grant of
i interim bail earlier during
i thedayand said it willbe pro-
: nounced at 2pm, rose without
deliveringits verdict.
: The bench reserved its
i decision after hearing the
i arguments put forth by se-
i nior advocate Abhishek
: Singhvi and additional solic-
i itorgeneral SV Raju, who ap-

i peared for Kejriwal and En-

forcement Directorate, resp-
ectively.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, who also appeared for
the probe agency. staunchly
opposed showing any lenien-
cy to Kejriwal on account of
the Lok Sabha polls and said
granting interim bail to the
(AAP) national con-
vener would amount to
creating a separate
- classfor politicians.

The bench has di-
vided the hearing on
Kejriwal'spetitionagainsthis
arrest intotwoparts. Hismain
petition challenges his arrest
by ED and seeks it to be de-
clared as illegal, while the sec-
ondaspect pertains tograntof
interim bail keeping in mind
the ongoing Lok Sabha polls.
The court has reserved the
order on the issue of grant of

» ‘Hearing next wi’, P 8

emawe wasnsn
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Next Kejriwal
case hearing
likely by next
week, says SC :

pContinued fromP 1

efore rising for tha day,
the bench indicated
that on Wednasdz:y the
judges will be sitting in dif-
ferent combinations, and if
the hearing on matters lis-
ted for Wednesday mets
‘and the judges
have timem hand, they wo-
‘uld resume hearing Ara- «
vind Kejriwal's pleaagainst
hisarrestbythe ED.

“If not tomorrow, then
we may take up IJt‘:l'm matter
on Thursday not on
Thursday, then wewill beta-
king up this matter next we-

ek,” said Justice Sanjiv,
Khanna-, without speeify-,
ing any time frame for pro-
nouncement of verdict on
theissueof interim bail.

Meanwhile, a Delhi co-
urt extended Kejriwal's ju-
dicial custody in the money 1
]auaderingc&setﬂlMaym

~ Special Judge for CBI
and EB matters Kaeveri Ba. |

"Iodged in'mhsrjai] undm'
3udit:ialm.1m_0nAprlla,

; e
wasno ﬁl&gahty andtheED
was left with “little option”
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7 Attemptto
murder I'-'IR'

1)01103 on Sunday regis—
tered an FIR againstre- :
tired judge Abhijit Ganguly :
on charges of attempt fo :
murder, defamation of :
women and assault. The :
FIR, lodged at Tamluk po- §
lice station, alsonamed BJP §
functionaries and workers :
withchargesunder various @
IPC sections and the Arms
Act. The FIR isbased ona :
complaint by the Trina- ;
mool primary teachers’
association chief. Umisr

Section 307 IPC, a to
murder is a nen-haﬁhhie
uffem:&
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pContinued from P 1

~~, pposing the proposi-
() tion of interim bail,
/ ASG SV Raju told
the bench that AAP MP
Sanjay Singh, who wasear-
lier granted bail in the ex-
cise case, was making all
sorts of statements after
coming out of jail. The co-
urt said it would hear the
ASG before grantof anyre-
lief and asked senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi whether
Kejriwal would be signing
any filesas he's Delhi CM.
Voting for the seven
Lok Sabha seats in Delhi is
scheduled for May 25, whi-
le polling in Punjab is in
the last phase on June 1.
Kejriwal, who was arres-
ted on March 21, has ques-
tioned the timing of hisar-
rest and accused Centre
and ED of tryingtodisturb
AAP’s campaign.
Kejriwal's petition rai-
sed a larger issue on inter-
pretation of Section 19 of
PMLA, whichsaysif anED
officer, on the basis of ma-
terial in his possession,
has reason to believe (that
reason for such belief to be
recorded in writing) that
any person was guilty of
money laundering, then he
may arrest such person
and inform him of the gro-

e

: SC
As I\
TEN unds for
aA i SuCh ar-
The
bench said |
P - (| ithastobe
how far the court can go to
examine whether the
objective materials aresuf-

ficient enough to trigger
arrest and the subjective
decision of the officer The
court said there was a hig-
her-than-normal threshold
of arrestunder PMLA.
Countering ED's alle-
gation that Kejriwal, as
convenor of AAP, was the
brain behind the alleged
scam, SinghvisaidlikeMa-
nish Sisodia’s case, there
wasnomoney trail leading
to him and said a political
party was not covered un-

o
Higher-than-normal
threshold of arrest
under PMLA

derPMLAtobemadeanac- |

cused. Thebench, however,
accepting the submission
and said a political party,
likea registered society, co-
uld be implicated.

“person in charge of
and responsibleisalsodee-
med to be culpable and
then the onus shifts on you
to show that it was done
without your knowledge.
You are wrong here,” the

The hearing will resu-
me on Tuesday.
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7Petition to bar PM from
polls devoid of merit: HC

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Terming it
“thoroughly miscon-
ceived”, Delhi High
Court on Monday dis-
missed a petition that | -3
sought directions to
disqualify Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
from contesting elections
for six years for allegedly
seeking votes in the name
of deities,

Justice Sachin Datta

MAY ) 1o
— P

said the pleawas “devoid of
any merits” and pointed
out that the petitioner had
mm approached court
while his plea be-
fore the Election
Commission of In-
diaisstill pending.
Petitioner
Anand S Jondhale,
a lawyer, had urged. the
court to act against Modi
for allegedly seeking votes
in the name of gods and
places of worship, saying

this amounted to violating
the model code of conduct
and committing an offence
under IPC and Representa-
tionof the People Act.

But HC said his plea is
thoroughly misconceived
and listed multiple rea-
sons, including that once
the petitioner submitted a
complaintto EC on April10,
there wasnoreasonforhim
to invoke the extraordin-
ary jurisdiction of the high
court.

.
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'SC questions ED on timing of
'Kejriwal’s arrest, seeks reply

‘Life, Liberty
Exceedingly
Important;

. Can't Deny I’

New Delhi: Terming lifeand
liberty as “ex-
ceedingly impor-
tant”, Supreme
Court on Tues-
day questioned
8 | Enforcement Di-
rectorate on the timing of
Delhichief minister Arvind
Kejriwal's arrest ahead of
the general elections in the
excise policy-linked money
laundering case.

A bench of justices San-
jiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta, which continued
hearing on Kejriwal's plea
challenging hisarrestfor the
consecutive day, posed sever-
alqueriestoadditional solic-
itor general S VRaju, appear-
ing for ED, and sought his

Pu nlab CM Bhagwant Mann leaves Tihar jail after meeting Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday

reply on Friday.

“Life and liberty are ex-
ceedingly important. You
can’t deny that,” the bench
told Raju and sought his re-
ply,saying, “thelast question
is with regard to the timing
of the arrest, which they
have pointed out, the timing
of the arrest, soon before the
general elections.”

The bench also flagged
the long time gap between

initiation of adjudication
proceedings in the case and
the action of arrest, saying
the section 8 of Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
provides a maximum limit
of 365 days. The apex court is

Tlikely to continue hearingon

Kejriwal’s plea on Friday as
the two judges will be sitting
in different combinations
from Wednesday.

It said, “Mr Raju, we have

some questions, which we
would like you to answer.
when youmake your submis-
sions. First is without there
being any adjudicatory pro-
ceedings, can the ED initiate
a criminal proceedings in
viewof several judgmentsof
thiscourton PMLA."

The bench said in this
case there are no proceed-
ings of attachments so far
and if there are any such pro-
ceedings, then ED will have
to show how petitioner (Kej-
riwal) is connected to it.

Justice Khanna said the

verdicton the bail pleaof for-- :

merdeputy CM Manish Siso-
dia, who is in custody in the
excise policy scam case, was
divided into two parts — the
first part was in favour of Si-
sodia and the second part
wasagainst him, “You(Raju)
have to tell us which part of
Sisodia verdict does the pet-
itioner (Kejriwal) case lie,”
the bench said. pn

P'Onus on accused’,P 8 /

-



““Onus on accused for

(g

bail in PMLA case’

»Continued from P 1

ustice Sanjiy Khanna

| said the third important

questionrelates to ED’s po-

er of arrest as it is the

reason why Arvind Kejriwal

has repeatedly approached
the court.

“Look, they have not open-
ly stated but it is quite appa-
rent why they are repeatedly
coming up against the re-
mand because what they beli-
eve is that the threshold of
section 19 of PMLA casts an
onus on the prosecution and

not on the accused,” Justice

Khanna told Raju.
Elaborating his question,
Justice Khanna said that un-
der section 19 of the PMLA,
the threshold is fairly high

whereastheonusshiftsonthe

accused when he seeks bail
under section 45 of the Act.
Section 19 of the PMLA
empowers the ED to arrest
persons based on thematerial
in its possession, providing a
reasonable basis to suspect
that an individual has com-

mitted an offence punishable
underthelaw.

Under section 45 of the
PMLA, there are two condi-
tionsforgrantof‘ bailtoanac-
cused which include the pro- *
secutor be given an opportu-
nity to oppose the bail plea
andsecondthecourtissatlsﬁ

ed that there are reasonable
grounds for believing that he
is not guilty of such offence
and that he is not likely
to commit any offence while
onbail,

The bench told Raju,
“So, how do we interpret it?
Do we make the threshold
much higher and ensure that

‘the standard is the same as

to find the person who is guil-
ty but then we have to deal

‘with benefit of doubt and

othsrthmgs""

Itadded that what is bothe-
ring the court is the time gap
between the initiation of pro-
ceedings and the repeated
complaints being filed becau-
se all this have consequences
asPMLA provides for a maxi-
mum of 365 days. pri

N
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Trust Is Key
As SC again hears petitions on poll process, EC

- should consider increasing VVPAT verification

upreme Courtisbackto dealingwith the trickyissue of trustin
S the integrity of India’s election process. It’s an important

issue, but one where the apex court’s repeated interventions
have failed to quell doubts, We are now in the midst of one more
attempt,

g EVMs to stay | EVMs were introduced for 2004 Lok Sabha
elections. Govts have come andgonesince, and ingeneral EVMSs are
seenasan improvement over paper ballots. Therefore, SCdid well to

* quash the idea calling fora return toballots.

. VVPAT comesin | A voter verified paper audit trail is connected

subsequent dispute. It was SC In 2013 (Subramanian Swarmy vs UOI)
. that ordered the introduction of VVPAT. Its logic was that it's an

essential part of the election process,

: This intervention was meanttogetadequate
buy-in of the electorate in the integrity of
elections. Howwer;ﬁllthjsdayit’sanissuethat
hasn’tbeenlaid torest. It can’t be ignored as an
electorate’s trust in an election’s integrity is
what holds up democracy.

2019 intervention | Ahead of 2019 LS
elections, SCtook an extrastep (N Chandrababy
Naiduvs UOI).Inresponseto apetition seeking
verification of 50% of VVPAT slips in each

99% accuracy EC said it was already verifying eight times the
number. Once again, to buy-in electorate trust, SC ordered a five-
fold increase in VVPAT verification,

Time’s not the issue | Any increase in VVPAT verification will
delay results, said EC in court. But time’s not anymore a relevant
issue. To illustrate, in 2004, LS polls along with that of four state
assemblies were completed in a little over three weeks. This year;
the polls will take alittle over six weeks.

US hasbeenadeeply divided society after the breakdown of trust
overelection results in 2020, India shouldn’t go that way. But having
introduced VVPATs to quell doubts in 2013, we remain unsure of
the adequate level of verification needed. EC should consider
increasing VVPAT verification.
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Ke riwal eatmi

{l

-nch

food to get me

3 NewDelhi.DeI.hichlefmjn
i ister Arvind Kejriwal. ar-
i rested in an excise scam case,
i is eating foods high in sugar
i like mangoes and sweets ey-

i ery day despite having type
] 2d1ahetestor:reategm1mds

¢ for medical bail, ED r—
claimed before a court |4
here on Thursday, |

Theagency madethe |{§
claim before special |}
judge for CBI and ED U
cases, Kaveri Baweja, who d1—
rected the Tihar jail author-
ities to file a report in the mat-
ter; including Kejriwal’s diet
chart. The judge directed the
authorities concerned to file

thereport by Friday, when the

court is likely to take up the

matter a.gmn.
- ED claimed that Kejriwal

Was consuming such foods to |
seek bail on medical grounds,

or shift to a hospital. “Kejri-

wal is consciously consuming

itemsliketeawith sugar man-
R | pieces), poori, aaloo sab-

of diabetes mellitus
- type 2and knowing very
Wellthatmnsumptmnof such
items results in increase in
blood sugar. This is beingdone
to create amedical emergency
to obtain sympathetic treat-
ment from the court of law on

‘medical grounds,” ED told

thecourt Pl

go, banana, sweets (1or2

Ji; ete. on regular basis,
despite being a patient :
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“upreme Court’s constant
Jmonitoring of progress |
of trials in criminal cases |
against MPs and MLAs has
shown encouraging results
with designated courts ru-
lings on 2,018 out of 4,697
pending cases in 2023, rep-
orts Dhananjay Maha-
patra. However, another
1,746 cases were added aga- |
inst legislators last year, ta-
king the pendency to almost

4,500, :

Out of 2,810 candidates
contesting first and second |
phase of this Lok Sabha |
elections, 501 (18%) face cri- |
(punishable with jail for
five years and more).
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7" CBI arrests Kejriwal, "
_gets three-day custody

i New Delhi: The CRI formal-
. lyarrested Delhi chief minis-
i ter Arvind Kejriwal on
i Wednesday and sought his
i five-day custody in a corrup-
; tion case related to the all-
i eged excise scam. Spegial
i judge Amitabh Rawat | iter
; sent Kejriwal to CBI iy
i custody for threedays, |
{ Inhissubmission be-

i fore the court, Kejriwal
i claimed innocence and M
i said his former deputy Man-
: ish Sisodia as well as AAP
i were innocent.

: The agency arrested the
i AAP leader after gotting per-
! mission from the judge. It
i moved the application seek-
i ing Kejriwal's arrest after he
i was produced before the
i court from Tihar jail. The
i AAP leader is lodged in pris-
i on in an excise scam money

Llaundering casebeing probed

LT mreens

by Enforcement Department.
Kejriwaltold the court, “Tt
is being shown in the media,
citing CBIsources, that I have
put the entire blame on Man-
ish Sisodia in a statement. |
have not given any statement
that Sisodia is guilty or any-
N | oneelse is guilty. I have
M saidSisodiais innocent,
AAP is innocent, I am
innocent.”
“Their entire plan is

added. Kejriwal also claimed <
that CBI was sensationalis- i
ing the issue. “It needs to be
clarified. This will be the top
headline in all the newspa-
pers. They aim to sensation-
alise the matter,” hesaid. pn

?/dy“lm*d.vs

T

“CBIL Kejriwal,_éo-accused _need '

to be confronted with evidence

Ps

»Continued fromp 1 odialintenmmﬁom Scrapped excise policy and
— o = 1 lising  that the chier minister was

"] The CBI counsel, ho- involved in all this, ¥
I wever, said that “Deaths were happening.
they had argued on . He says Nair They prepared 4 report and
facts and that no agency was working under gave ittoAbhishekBoinpaHy-‘
source had stated anyt- Atishi Marlena and  Itwassent ugh Vijay Na-
hing. To this, the judge Saurabh  Bharagd. ir to Manish Sisodia. There
said that the media picks 4 | waj.He Putstheenti- wasng meeting called. Signa-
uponeline, — T'® onus on Manish tyres Wwere obtained on the
“Itis very difficult tocont-  Sisodia (also accused in the same day. That was the has.
rolmedia that way,” headded. case). He has to be confron. te... when there is Covid. whe

In the application seeking
Kejriwal's custody, the CBI
told the court that he was re.
quired to be quizzed to une-
arth the I conspiracy in
thematter Italso said thatthe
Delhi chief minister was re.
quired to be confronted with
evidence and other peopleac-
cused in the case, “Wa need

ted. He has to be shown docu-
ments,” the CBI said. The
agency claimed that the “so.
uth lobby" vigited Delhi

of the

Was at the helm of affaipg?
The chief minister It is hisdi-
rection. South lobby is sitting
inDelhiand theysee to it that
it'sdone,” the CBI told the co-
urt, in reference to the now-
scrapped Delhi excise policy,
- I also accused Kejri.
wal of making “Unnecessary
allegation of malice”.
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Trial court didn't

consider material
on record: HC

»Continued from P 1

““he ED moved the high
court the very next
day and contended

that the trial court's
orderwas “perverse’, “one-
sided” and “wrongsided”
and it was passed without
granting it adequate oppor-
tunity to argue the case.

In the 34-page order on
the ED's application see-
kingastay on the operation
of thebail order, Justice Ja-
inasserted that every court
is under an obligation to gi-
ve sufficient: oppor-
tunity to the parties.
to present their re-
spective case and, in
the instant case as
well, ED ought to ha-

ve been given adequ- AN

ate opportunity to advance
arguments on Arvind Kej-
riwal’s bail applibaﬂon

Justice Jain said the tri-
al judgenot only did not dis-
cuss and consider the argu-
ments made by the anti-mo-
ney laundering ageney; in-
cluding those advanced in
the written submissions, it
also did not discuss and re-
cord its view with respect to
the “twin condition™ requi-
rement under section 45 of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
while granting bail.

Under section 45 of

PMLA, an accused can be

granted bail subject to the
“twin conditions” that the
court is prima facie satisfi-

ed that he is not guilty of

such uﬁ‘ence and the prose-

ltmnﬁn far bail. The issue

regarding Kejriwal’s vica-
r&ousﬁabﬂtty&stbehsadof
place in the bail order, the

~courtadded.

“The perusal of the Im-
pugned Order is reflecting
that the Vmﬂon .Iudge

ugh and qppreqistmgthe-

versity in Impug-
ned Order. There is
factual force in the
arguma:crts advanced by
8h. S. V. Raju (for ED) that
the Vacation Judge has not
passed the Impugned Or-
derafterdue consideration
nf ﬂnt’me material on re-
"thecol.u'mpmed_

“Sh. 8§ V Raju opened
the arguments by referring
to the para no. 16 of the Im-
pugned Order wherein the
Vacation Judge has obser-
ved that it is not possible to
g0 thmugh thousands of
pages of documents filed
by the

respective parties
but it is the duty of the co-

urt towork upon thematter
whichever comes for consi-
deration and passed the or-
der in accordance with
law," ttsaid. PTI

Page 131 of 373



APPL ¢ | Loy

.................................................

Page 132 of 373

..............................................

ED ?135¢r assets of Lea S &
~ Bounds dlrectors attached

Subrata Chattoraj | rnn

Knlkata. ED, which is investiga-
tlng t‘.hg ‘alleged proceeds of the
crime in the cash-for-jobs case,
subnuttedtoCalcuttal-ﬁghGnmt
on Wednesday that it had atta-
ched properties worth around Rs
135 crore belonging to the direc-
tors of Leaps & Bounds Pvt Ltd
and had come across other assets
worth Rs10crore,

ED counsel Dhiraj Trivedi sa-
id the adjudicating authority had
approved the entire attachment.
ED and CBI also submitted pro-
gressreportsof the investigation

‘insealed covers.

° Justice Amrita Sinha remin-
dedthe ED counselabouttvmear—
lier orders in which the
wasdlrectedmidenﬂfythem
eds of the crime and to ascertain
the source of income of the com-
pany and itsdirectors.

After perusing the ED report,
Justice Sinha observed that the
attachment was much shorter

than the list of properties the

'l‘rlvedl submitted that a hea-
ring by the adjudicating authori-

ty was scheduled for May 9 and
the counsel was confident that
theagency would beable to provi-
de doeummts, subatantmed

ED also included the forensic
re_zpurtof_ thewmesampleadLe-

mmwmthmmh&
en doing with the report? Have

‘you made any progress in the in-

vestigation?” thajudse said, “I
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~ Whereis t_Iié_direction to increase the paper count2:SC

pContinued fromP 1

e SC said: “We cannot control
the election. The judgment of the
court did say VVPAT... but where

is the direction to increase the paper
count? Can we issue mandamus on the

| basis of suspicion?” TheSC,onthepre-

vious hearingon April18. had virtually
ruled out the possibility of returning

 to ballot paper. The bench, on the pre-

vioushearingon April1g, had virtually
ruled out the possibility of returning
to ballot paper, and said there wasa hu-
ge drawback with the system and use

of EVMshadstood the test of timewith

......................................“.................-.......-u.u.. arane

increasing voting percentage reflec-
ting voters' faith in it. Though the co-
urt had reserved its verdict earlier, it
held another hearing on Wednesday to
clear doubts regarding the technical
functioning of EVMs and a deputy
election commissioner, like on the last

oceasion, answered thecourt's queries.

-
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~ EDarrests

ex-1AS officer

in C'garh liquor
scam case

Raipur: Enforcement Di-
rectorate arrested retired
1AS officer Anil Tuteja un-
der Prevention of Money

Laundm Act (PMLA) on

Sund

A loeal murt remanded |
him in judicial custody fora i
day. He will be produced be-
fore a special PMLA court
MondaxwhemEDiSezrpect i
edtoseekhiscustody forfur:
ther probe. :

The arrest comes 12 days
after Supreme Courtdismis-
sedamoneylaundering case
against Tuteja and his son
related to the liquor scam.
The court ruled that the

» charges against them did
not fall under the schedule i
of PMLA, s0 there could be
no "proceesds of erime” as
defined by the Act. A day af-
ter SC decision, ED initiated
afresh probe into the scam.

ED submitted a 16-page
document outlining the
grounds for Tuteja’s arrest,
describing him as the “ar- |
chitect of the liguor scam”,
ancladdmgthat,ﬁnwm'l)he

“bar, brother of Raipur may- :

or and 001181‘38‘3 leader Aj-

Jaz Dhebar, orche: the :
syndicate with Tuteja as its

o\ drivingforce. run i
e i

LER TR

LLELTTTTTTRRETY
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| ’7/Ball 'vranted to
Sorenmmon‘.::“' nderi

i Ranchi: The high court of

i Jharkhand on Friday grant-
' i edbail toformer chief minis-
* i ter Hemant Soren inamoney

laundering case linked to a
" i land scam. The court had on
i June13 reserved its order on

i Soren'sbail plea.

: «_The petitioner is di-
rected to be released on bail
: onfurnishingbail bond of Rs
i 50,000 with twosuretiesof the
i like amount each,” said the
! order passed by the single
{ bench of Justice Rongon
Mukhopadhyay. .

: Samn,theexemﬁveprem

i dentof the Jhark Mukti
H Morcha(JMM) wasamaatnd
i by the Enforcement Directo-
: rate(ED)onJan3] in connec-

i tion with its investigation in- prmfaciahs ngﬁ Bwl Chlef Minister Ma—__
i to the money laundering mmmﬁsné‘ﬁ- ‘mata Baneﬁwmwmed 7]
© case. The 48-year-old politic- kelihood of the petitioner granti i
{an was released from Birsa ~committing an - . Champai -
i MundaJail here around 4pm hlghmurt’smderasawctory |
i after completion of legal for- of truth. 1

* malities, an official said. T linis- i
“The court has held that tet‘_. ai § m‘ﬂiW&’t \P@Eﬁhﬂmﬂ onP8 / !
. Seeeemide .....--.-.-;».--L.. 3



No likelihood of Soren indulging

in similar nature of offence:

»Continued fromP 1

s Hemant Soren sfep-
Aped outof thejail,alar-
ge number of
supporters cheered and rai-
sed slogans in favour of him.
Soren’s wife Kalpana Soren,
a JMM legislator, thanked
the judiciary and people for
their support.

Earlier during the hea-
ring, ED’s counsel SV Raju
argued that if Soren isrelea-
sed on bail, hemight commit
a similar offence, referring
1o cases against ED of- p—
ficers in the SC/ST po- i
lice station.

«“Though the con-
duct of the petitioner
has been sought to be HES
highlighted by the En- T i
forcement Directorate on ac-
count of the FIR instituted
by the petitioner against the
officials of the ED but on an
overall conspectus of the cé;
se, there is no likelihood of
the petitioner committing a
similar nature of offence,”
the court said.

The single bench order
mentioned that the consequ-
ence of the findings recor-
ded by the court “satisfies
the condition as at section 45
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 to the
effect that there is reason to
believe that the petitioner is
notguiltyof theoffence asal-
leged”. :

It mentioned, “The ove-
rall conspectus of the case
based on broad possibilities

does not specifically or indi-
rectly assign the petitioner
tobe involved in the acquisi-
tion and possession as well
as concealment of 8.86 acres
of land at Shantinagar, Bar-
gain, Ranchi connected to
the ‘proceeds of erime’.”

Arguments from both So-
ren’s defence team and the
ED had concluded, following
which the court had reser-
ved its order. ED counsel Zo-
heb Hossain requested for a
stay on the implementation
of the order for 48 hours so
that it can move the
Supreme Court,
which has been re-
jected by the highco-
| urt, lawyers said.
4 Soren had sought
an expedited hea-
ring from the high court.
JMM minister and Soren’s
younger brother Basant So-
ren along with the party’s
central general secretary Bi-
nod Pandey went to the civil
court to complete the forma-
lities of furnishing bail
honds. )

The bail bonds were fur-
nished in the courtof special
PMLA judge Rajiv Ranjan.
Saren’s legal representative
senior advocate Meenakshi
Arora had earlier
that the JMM leader had be-
en unfairly targeted in what
she described as a “political-
ly motivated” and “fabrica-
ted” case. _

Senior advocate Kapil Si-
bal, also representing Soren,

had argued strongly for the

HC

former chief minister’s bail,

contending thathewasfalse- |
ly implicated in a criminal 4

by the central agency.
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The ED, opposing Soren’s
bail plea, alleged that he mi-

to “unlawfully” acquire 8.86
acres in Bargain anchal in
the state capital.

The ED counsel, whileop-
posing the bail application
of Soren, had earliersaid the
witnesses, who were exami-
ned by the federal agency,
had alleged the ex-CM’s in-
volvement in the illegal land
deal.

The agency had claimed
that during the probe, So-
ven’s media consultant Ab-
hishek Prasad admitted that
the former CM instructed
him to manipulate official
records to change the ow-
nershipdetails of theplot.

The ED claimed that the
original owner of the land,
‘Raj Kumar Pahan, had tried
to lodge a complaint when
his land was being usurped,
but it was never acted upon.
On the contrary, a boundary
wall was constructed aro-
und the plot and a caretaker
was appointed to stay on the
Jand, theagency said.

The central agency also
said it conducted an inde-
‘pendent survey of the land
parcel and guestioned care-

taker Santosh Munda, who |

allegedly said that the plot
belonged to Hemant Soren.

The ED also quizzed archi--
A

tect Vinod Kumar. p1i

sused his positionasthe CM
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" Court raps UP DGP as 60ps fail to nab
ex-MP despite 53 NBWs, several letters

Rahul.Singhl@timesgroup.com

Meerut: A special MP/MLA
court in Bulandshahr de-
mandedan explanation from
the UPDGP by June29on the
police’s failure to present a
wanted former MP in court.

Despite 53 non-bailable
warrants (NBWs), the for-
mer MP has evaded capture.
Apart from the NBWs, multi-
ple letters to various author-
ities, including one to UP’s
home secretary, four to the
n Y

DGP, six to the Bulandshahr
SSP, and four to the SHO of
Bulandshahr Dehat (rural)
police station, cops have not
presented former Ghosi MP
Hari Narayan Rajbhar in
court. MP/MLA court spe-
cial judge Vinay Kumar
Singh issued a letter to the
DGP after police repeatedly
failed to produce former
Rajbhar

The court highlighted
multiple raids “claimed by
police” but no progress in lo-

i

cating Rajbhar.

The court has also writ-
ten to the Lok Sabha Speaker
and the Delhi Police commis-
sioner, reguesting details

of the facilities provided

toRajbhar.

~ Citing the Supreme

Court'sruling, the MP/MLA

court questioned the DGP in

a written order: “Why

should disobeying this

court’s orders not be eonsid-

ered disobeying the Su-

reme Court?” i

(q
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" Why Politics Needs
The Middle Path

Democracy is being torn apart by tribalism

owshould a healthy democracy

connect people? Politics: A
Survivor’s Guide: How to

Stay Engaged without

Getting Enraged by Rafael Behr is a
book about how to care about democracy.
It describes the demoralisation felt

by moderates in democracies like
post-Brexit Britain as nationalist and
populist forces clashing with leftist
and liberal views. Drawing from other
times like European fascism and
authoritarianism in present-day
Russia, it shows why representative
democracy works, and what threatensit.
Democracy’s function is merely to
mediate different interests, without
violence. But now, many feel politically
homeless ina ‘permacrisis’ of political
conflict. Denial and
withdrawal are com-
mon. Between acti-

mindfield

ritualised hypoerisy The tell-tale
symptom of such a culture is the
conviction that anyone highly successful
in public life must be crooked, that
statements of principle are only for
display When such cynicism gets
excessive, itbecomesakindof credulity
that lines up behind showmen and
despots who make the deception explicit.
The defiance, naked chutzpah of the
lie, begins to seem like a kind of authenti-
city. Russia’s Potemkin elections aren’t
even trying to pass off as real: they're
caricature, not counterfeit, the book says.

Internet has changed the character
of ideologies like nationalism and
Marxism into altright and alt-left
hybrids. Filtered through the 2lst
century network, these become social
jdentities, informal
tribes. What of cent-
rism? Its credibility

vists committed to a

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

deficit comes when

side, and the apathe-
tic who don’t vote, the
middle tier of reaso-
nable civic engage-
mentisfailing.

In a healthy demo-
cracy, tuning out poli-
tics needn’t mean con-
tempt or disillusion-
ment. It can mean
deferring judgment to
people who caremore.
There’s a presump-
tion that even a govt
you don’t like will
respect your rights,

Nationalism
starts off as a liberating force, but can
become a machine for ‘manufacturing
exile’. Populists trade in bogus simp-
licity. It fails at administration, and
has no choice but to blame deep state
subterfuge, foreigners or fake news.
Political dissidents end up as ‘internal
migrants’; their real selves shared only
indoors with a trusted few. When
peoplearedriven into that withdrawal,
democracy is malfunctioning.

The book examines Russia’s sham
elections and Putin's improbable wins,
and stresses that the one thing that
marks a democracy is trust. It's what
binds citizens, and their political insti-
tutions, what brings us to polling booths.
When trust degrades, democracy
unravels. Politics becomes a kind of

it doesn't Kknow
whether it's an ideo-
logical position or
an electoral tactic,
From a generous point
of view, centrism
avoids dogmas of
right and left. In a
harsher light, it looks
like jettisoning of
principle.

Social pressures
dictate boundaries of
opinion, but this
partisan dynamic is
sharpened online.
There’s a disincentive
to changing views, or crossing culture
war trenches. We're scared of beingon
the angry mob’s wrong side, averse to
the company on the other side. But
reality is there’s much overlap, ambi-
valence and nuance. Democracy con-
tains the paradox that people contra-
dicting each other can both be right.
The best outcome is found by negotia-
tion. This isn’'t moral relativism - it’s
acknowledgment of imperfection.

Today; voters are attracted to candi-
dates who reflect their fear and anger,
and promise instant gratification. This
makes governance harder, and the
hunt for scapegoats begins. As a way
out, the book calls for a deeper under-
standing of what democracy can do,
and a cool-headed commitment toit.

f1>
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“ Kejriwal victim of conspiracy, arrest -
on ‘false statement by witness”: Sunita

Times News NETWORK

New Dethi: Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s wife Sunita Kejri-
wal alleged on Saturday that
her husband wasavictimof a
deep political conspiracy and
was arrested by the Enforce-

‘CM’s wife can meet docs independently’

Delhi courton Saturday allowed medical records of chief

minister Arvind Kejriwal to be supplied to his wife Sunita
Kejriwal. The court of special judge Kaveri Baweja also allowed
his wife toindependently consult doctors of the medical board
treating the Delhi CM in jail. The board, which comprises doctors
from AlIMS Delhi, was formed bythe ordersoftheoourtin April

ment Directorate in the exci-
sepolicy case based on a false
statement by a witness.

In a video message, Suni-
ta alleged that ED arrested
Kejriwal based on the state-
ment of TDP MP Magunta
Srinivasulu Reddy, whose
son was also arrested in the
case but was denied bail. She
added that within days of
Reddy's statement, his son
Raghava Magunta Reddy was
released on bail.

The Telugu Desam Party
is a constituent of the ruling
National Democratic Allian-
ce at Centre. While MS Reddy
said he didn't want to talk

Sunita alleged that PM Narendra
Modi wanted to finish off
Kejriwal and Aam Aadmi Party
using ED and CBI

this year for treatment of Kejriwal injail. However, the court
refused toallow Sunita’s presence during his
consultation/meeting with doctors. Kejriwal had requestedfor
his wife to be his attendant during the medical check-ups. T

about “all those issues”, Del-
hi BJP said it was shocking
that “Sunita Kejriwal was
casting aspersions on the ju-
diciary”.

Arvind Kejriwal was ar-
rested by ED on March 21ina
money laundering case lin-
ked to the alleged irregulari-
ties in the now-rescinded ex-
cise policy 2021-22. He is cur-
rently in judicial custody af-
ter being arrested by CBL in
thesame case lastmonth.

Sunita alleged that MS
Reddy changed his statement
to ED about his meeting with
Kejriwal after his son was ar-
rested and denied bail. She
claimed that MS Reddy had
met the Delhi CM on March
16, 2021 for a piece of land on
which he wanted to open a
charitable trust in Delhi, but
he changed his statement on
July 17, 2023 following his
son’sarrest. “CM Arvind Kej-
nwa1 told him that land-rela-

ted matters in Delhi came un-
der the lieutenant governor, :
but he should give his appli- :

cation and he will see... (But)

in his statement to ED, MSR
said Kejriwal asked him in
the presence of nearly 10 peo-
ple to enter the liquor busi-
ness in Delhi and pay Rs 100.
crore to AAP. Would anybody
ask formoney before somany
people?” she asked. “Tt is ap-
parent that his statement is
false,” she added.

&




THE TTMES oF TNOTA
JULY ¥, 2025

Page 142 of 373

Nalini in Saradha chargeshéet;
why wait 11 yrs, court asks ED

TnN & AGENCIES

Kolkata: Why an 11-year de-
lay, PMLA court judge Pras-
hanta Mukhopadhyay asked
ED on Friday when it named
Nalini Chidambaram,
Congress senior P Chidam-
baram’s wife, in its 64-
page chargesheet in
the Saradha case. E

In its third supple- |4
mentary chargesheet, |
the agency named Na- f
lini, also a lawyer, for
working as a “consultant”
for an accused in a deal for a
private television channel.
The judge asked ED to first

explain the delay, submit ad-
ditional documents to prima
facie prove its charges and
elaborate on the nature of
therole of consultant, before
the court considered whet-
her to take cognizance of the
chargesheet, ;
” The special court
questioned how a tax
| consultant was consi-
| dered involved in cor-
‘| ruption charges if s/
7 he accepted consul-

R tancy fees from a cli- .

entas a professional. The co-
urt also asked whether an
advocate taking the brief on
behalf of an accused could

be considered a partner in
crime. ED’s lawyer Bhaskar
Prasad Banerjee said the
agency had filed a provisio-
nal attachment order aga-
inst Nalini and the agency
was “duty-bound” to men-
tionhernamein thecharges-
heet. ED had, in connection
with the case, issued a provi-
sional attachment order
worth Rs 6 crore, including
Nalini's assets, last year.

ED said thatalthoughNa-
lini said she received the mo-
ney as a legal fee for working
asataxconsultant, she could
not furnish any documents
supporting this claim.
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‘Shah counters opphn, says new’
laws duly debated in House

Oppn: 146 MPs
Were Under
Suspension

BhartiJain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Asthe new crim-
inal laws came into force on
Monday, home minister
Amit Shah dismissed the op-
position’s charge that they
were “forcibly” pushed
through Parliament amid
suspension of 146 Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha MPs, saying

. that discussions on the laws

i had involved all stakehold-
: ers and lasted four years,
i making it possibly the long-

¢ pst consultation exercise in

i post-Independence India.

Shah, however, said he
i wasopento suggestions from
: membersof theoppositionon
i howto further improve crimi-
! naljusticedelivery “My doors
: are always open and I am

: ready to meet anyone who

: wants and also review (the
i laws). But please desist from

i, giving a political colour to the

! criminal justice reforms,” he
: appealed to the opposition
i while addressing a presser
i here. Stating that discussions
: on the law had started in 2020
i withthegovt seeking suggest-
i ions from members of Parlia-

¢ ment, chief ministers, Chief
: Justice of India and Chief

! Justicesof highcourts, IPSof-
: ficers and collectors, Shah
¢ shared that “several meetings
: were held to draft the bills
: hasedon their suggestions”.

« 1 myself presided over
: 158such meetings,” Shah said
i hoursafterthefirst FIR under

i the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita

! (BNS) was registered at a po-
¢ lice station in Gwalior, MP:
i TheFIR,lodged at12.10 am, re-

Desist from giving a political colour to criminal justice reforms, said Shah

Full rollout of new laws in UTs by Aug 15

| Iome minister Amit Shah on Monday said all the UTs are

| | expected tofully roll out the three criminal laws — Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhitaand
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam —by August 15, though a coun-
trywide 100% implementation may take 34 years as the entire
criminal justiceinfrastructuregetsan upgradeasper require-
ments of thenew laws, reports Bharti Jain.

Shah said thatthe states will have flexibility tostart by noti-
fying a police station for full rollout of the new criminal laws,
followed by a tehsil, a district and, ultimately, the entire state.
This will require upgrade of the courts, which is in the works
since2020in consultation with the Supreme Courtand thenec-

lates to amotoreycle theft.

The first FIR registered

inDelhiunder BNS againsta
street vendor was, however,
withdrawn after a review by
the Delhi Police, according
tothehomeminister. -
Ontheopposition’scharge
that the bills were bulldozed
through Parliament after sus-
pending 146 MPs — Shah said
the parties knew in advance
thatthebillswould be brought
in Parliament and their MPs
possibly indulged in unruly
behaviour to elicit their sus-
pension and skip the debate.
The opposition, however, was
part of the parliamentary
standing committee meetings
that examined the bills over
2.5 months. “The govt accept-
ed 95% suggestions made by
the opposition members and

the bills were brought before
Parliament after incorporat-
ing93changes,” said Shah.
Shah said the laws, by in-
corporating technological up-
grades relevant for the next 50
years, would make the Indian
criminal justice system one
of the most modern in the
world, With timelines pre-
seribed for investigation and
trial, “the compleie process
from filing of FIR till the final
disposal of case by the courts
should not take more than
three years,” noted Shah. On
the DMK's reservations to
Hindi nomenclature of the
new laws, the home minister
said even these could be dis-
cussed. “But the Tamil Nadu
CM or any MP from the state

‘has not approached me yet,”
‘e underlined.

Remand time
still remains
15 days: Min

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Union homemin-
ister Amit Shah on Monday
clarified that the maximum
15-day police remand period
under Bharatiya Nagaraik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)
will remain the same as was
provided for in Section 167 of
theerstwhile Criminal Proce-
dure Code (CrPC).
Addressinga press confer-
ence hours after the three
new criminal laws came into
force, Shah said unnecessary
confusion was being created
togivethe impressionthatthe
time-period for police re-
mand had been extended un-
der BNSS. “I want to clarify
that in BNSS also the remand
period is15days. Earlier if an
accused was sent to police re-
mand and he would get him-
self admitted in a hospital for
15 days... there could be no in-
terrogation as his remand pe-
riod would expire, Also, some-
times two accused are arrest-
edand need tobe interrogated
together: The new law now
provides for the same 15-day
police remand, but the deten-
tion can be in the whole, or in
parts, at any time during the
initial40daysor 60daysoutof
the detention period of 60
daysor90days,” said Shah.
_ Former law minister Ka-
pil Sibal had last year raised
concerns regarding Section
187 of BNSS dealing with po-
lice remand, while alleging
that then proposed criminal
laws would promote use of
draconian police powers for
political ends. <
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79ndira jailed

us but never

abusedus’

: Patna: RJD chief and @
1 former Bihar CM Lalu Pra- %
sad Yadav Saturday re- :
called what they went :
days of Emergency and !
said that PM Indira Gand- :
hi put many functionaries :
behind bars, but never :
abused them.
In a post on X, Lalu :
shared an article “The
Sangh Silence in 1975" writ-
ten by him and journalist ;
Nalin Verma. In the article, :
they attacked BJP-led govt :
‘and said that although 1975}
is a stain on country’s de- :
mocracy, let's notforgetwho
doesn’t respect the opposi- |
tion in 2024. |
“] was in jail under !
MISA for1s months. My eol- |
leagues and I did not know
many of BJP ministers
about Emergency
today,” he posted on X, “In-
dira put many of us behind
bars, but she never abused
us. Neither she nor her min-
isterscalled us “anti-nation-
al” or “unpatriotic™. N

...........................................
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SC: ED can't arrest accused once
_ court takes cognisance of plaint

‘Agency Needs
. ToApply If It
Wants Custody’

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

: New Delhi: Reducing the
i rigour of Prevention of Mo-
i ney Laundering Act(PMLA)
i proceedings, Supreme Court
i on Thursday ruled that En-
: forcement Directorate offici-
i alshadnopowertoarrestan

i accused if he had not been

: arrested before the special

i court took cognisance of the

! complaint. The accused, in

! turn, cannot apply for antici-

i patory bail.
The verdict by the bench
ioof JusticesAS()kaandUJJal
: Bhuyan could disarm ED
" of the special powers it
enjoys under Section 45 of
PMLA.
Accepting arguments of
genior advocate Sidharth
Luthra, the bench said if an

tlmqmliuut

well within its powers to

non-bailable arrest warrant

“-mammmmm
they appear pursus - to summons), if followed by some

‘when

-'ltﬂmthliﬂh
mmnsﬁtution

ensure heappearedbé!mﬂvemtmpmeeding dates
f the accused does not appear
does not appear on a subsequent

after a summons is served or
date, the special court will be
bailable warrant,

and if that

toissuea
'mmmmmmﬂmmmhmm.

- Supreme Court

accused was not arrested till
filing of complaint by ED,

then the special court would

only issue summons to him
and not an arrest warrant at
the first instance. If ED
wants custody of the aceu-
sed who appears following
summons, the ageney will
have to apply to the special
court, which would passapp-
ropriateorders with reasons
after hearing the accused.
Luthra pointed out that
certain special courts took
the accused into custody af-

ter they appeared pursuant
to summons issued, forcing
them to apply for anticipato-
ry bail. The bench said,
“Such a practice... is comple-
tely illegal as it may offend
theright to liberty guarante-
ed under Article 21 of the
Constitution.”

“If the accused appears
before the special court pur-
suant to summons, he shall
not be treated as if he is in
custody;"said the SC. “The-
refore, it isnot necessary for
him to apply for bail.”

f\
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7 Kavitha paid 7100-cr kickbacks'

‘to get undue benefits, claims ED

HC seeks ED response to bizman bail plea

elhi High Courton Monday asked the Enforcement

Directorate to respond toapleaby Hyderabad-based
businessman Arun Ramchandran Pillai who soughtinterim bail
on medical grounds in connection with the agency's probeinto
the now-scrapped excise policy. Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma
listed the matter for June 10 and also asked the probe agency to
verify the medical documents submitted by Pillai.

In his plea, Pillai, who has beenin the ED's custody since
March 2023, sought eight-weekinterim bail by citing medical
reasons, including severe back pain. “The applicantalsohasa
history of two episodes of fall causing damage to his back, one
13yearsago, and the second around four yearsago. He also has
ahistory of tuberculosis ( lymph node). The applicant went
through a treatment for tuberculosis in 2011, his fresh
application for interim bail stated.

It further stated that Pillai was taken to ahospital for
treatment on April 25and May 1 where tests revealed that there
isa “multilevel degenerative discdisease.” The businessman
said that the consulting doctor has prescribed specific
physiotherapy sessions for which he wishes toundergoa 21-day
panchakarmatherapy ataclinicin Kerala with the “prescribed

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In its sixth supp-
lementary chargesheet in a
money laundering case lin-
ked to the alleged Delhi Exci-
se Policy scam, Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has clai-
mg T med that Bha-
' rat Rashtra
Samithi’s
(BRS) K Ka-
| vitha alle-
gedly conspi-

== red with the
members of ‘South Group’®
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
topay Rs100-crore kickbacks
toreceiveunduebenefitsand
« 1s also “guilty of the offence

of money laundering”.

“K Kavitha conspired
with the members of South
Group and AAP functionari-
es through Vijay Nair (who
was acting on behalf of the
top functionaries of AAP)to
pay Kickbacks.... These kick-
backs were paid in exchange
of unduefavoursin the Delhi
liguor business,” ED has al-
legedin the chargesheetfiled
onMay 10,

The court of Special Jud-
ge Kaveri Baweja took cogni-
sance of the chargesheet,
which names BRS legislator
Kavitha and four others,
Chanpreet Singh, Damodar

\ Sharma, Prince Kumar and

after treatment of21 days.”

Arvind Singh, on May 29,

On Monday, the court ex-
tended the judicial custodyof
Kavitha till July 3 after she
was produced before it follo-
wing an earlier order that is-
sued a production warrant
against her. The court gran-
ted bail to three co-accused
Prince, Damodar and Ar-
vind, who were chargeshee-
ted without being arrested
during the investigation, and
extended Chanpreet's judici-
alcustody till July 3.

In the supplementary

chargesheet, ED stated that
the total proceeds of crime
(PoC) identified so far was
Rs 1.100 crore, and through
theactivities of thesefive ac-
cused, “huge proceeds of cri-
me have been generated”, It
also claimed to have provi-
ded the break-ups of PoC to
each accused.

The agency alleged that
Kavi-thahadhandladRsm.a
crore and was “involved in
theactivities connected with
the offence of money launde-
ring, i.e. generation, aequisi-

tion, possession, conceal-
ment, transfer, use and pro-
jecting or claiming as unta-
inted property”,

Through the conspiracy
and the formation of Indo
Spirits, she had participated
in the generation, acquisi-
tion and use of PoC of Rs
192.8 crore, “derived as a re-
sult of the conspiracy of
kickbacks and payment of
kickbacks”, ED stated, She
had shown Indo Spirits as a
genuine business entity and
the PoCasthegenuine profit,
itadded.

Accordingto the charges-
heet, by paying kickback to
govt functionaries through
their middleman, the accu-
sed had participated in the
generation of PoC of Rs 100
crore and then participated
inits transfer togovt functio-
naries.

Kavimahada}so“mﬁvely
destroyed the digital eviden-
ce to conceal her role” in the
case and tampered with evi-
dence by deleting contents
from 10 mobile phones, it alle-
ged. Kavitha had also tried to
influence witnesses, as dis-
closed by her chartered acco-
untant Buchi Babu, ED clai-
med. Kavitha's associate and
co-accused, Arun Pillai, had
retracted two statements re-
garding her role in the alle-
gedscam, itadded.

—
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Please ensure judiciary does not have
» political biases: CM to CJI, sr judges

: Kolkata; CM Mamata Banerjee, speaking in R --‘ .

i an event in the presence of CJ1 D Y Chandra- EXPIESS VleWS enShrlﬂed mn

¢ chudandotherjudges in Kolkataon saturday,  (Constitution. nO '

¢ said the judiciary should ensure no “political CO.nStltlItlon, nOtY.OHr own

 biases” in judges, reports Debashis Konar. ideology: CJI to judges

: The CM was speaking at the inauguration ;

i of atwo-day conference organised by the Na- Kglkm:GJIDYChandrachudsaidthevalues

i tional Judicial Academy conference. “My judgeshad to espouse were ones enshrined in

{ humble request willbe to all of you...” Baner- the Constitution —"a society based on human

i jeesaid, hands folded. “I want to apologise to  dignity, fraternity, equality, liberty, respect for

i ayenmentionthistoyou.It isnotmyintention  all, tolerance for all and inclusion for all”, re-

i tohumiliateanyone. But it ismy kindsubmis-  ports Debashis Konar. He was speaking aga-

i sion, a humble submission. Please see there instjudges “writingabout their own ideologies

: areno political biases in the judiciary. The ju- in, ts” “The heart of the nation is the

i diciary must be pure, honest, sacred, and let  realisationof the importance of diversity.. the
people revere itlikea temple.” pursuit of tolerance.... Which defines why we

Sharing the stage with the CM were CJ1 a:é;'?ﬁ'?eal‘saﬁer_thebirﬂmi‘anation, stillana-

Chandrachud, SC judges Justices B R Gavai, tiqnwithsud;héﬂuﬁful:di\.fersitw'hesaid. The

! DipankarDattaa‘ndRajeshBindalathﬂéut- CJI reminded his listeners that they were "ser-
ta HC Chief Justice T S Sivagnanam. vants” of the Constitution, notits “masters™.

»Judiciary is guardian of our rights’, P 6 » Judges are servers of peopla}..’. P6
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“Nation’s poorest and
backward stood up
to save Constitution’

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Congress chief
Mallikarjun Khargeand par-
ty MP Rahul Gandhi
addressedapressconference
here on Tuesday evening in
the presence of Congress
Parliamentary Party chair-
person Sonia Gandhi. “This
time, the people did not give
any party a complete majori-
ty, particularly BJP. which
sought a vote in the name of
one person and one face™
Khargesaid.

Heclaimed INDIA bloc fo-
ught despite tough circums-
tances with govt machinery
“creating obstacles” every
step of the way like seizing
itsbank accounts. “However,
our campaign focussed on is-
sues ranging from inflation,
Jjoblessness, state of farmers
andmisuseof constitutional
institutions,” Kharge said.

Rahul claimed INDIA
bloc fought despite
e
“creating obstacles”
every step of the
way like seizing

bank accounts

Rahul said that for Cong-

ress and INDIA bloe, this ge-
neralelection wasafightto sa-
ve the Constitution, and their
campaign'’s focus on reserva-
tions and poverty resonated
with voters, adding: “India’s
poorest and backward stood
up to save the Constitution.”
Rahul said opposition fought
this election as one and with
clarity, giving India “a new vi-
sion:apro-poor vision”,
When asked whether he
would keep Wayanad or Rae

Bareli seat, Rahul said he was
vettodecide,
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Adhiniyam — come into
force, the Union Cabinet has
cleared a significant nation-
al forensic inf 1cture
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! New Delhi: Union home g

Under new laws, justice within
3 years of reglstermg FIR: Shah

: mew criminal laws.

Addressing a press con-

ference after the new crimi-
¢ nal laws were implemented,

selling water and tobacco

! minister Amit Shah said on products from a cart that al-
i Monday justice would be de- legedly obstructed a public
i livered up to the level of Su- - way in central Delhi's Kama-
i preme Court in all cases la Market after an investiga-
i withinthreeyearsof thereg- tion. The new laws would
¢ istrationof an FIR under the give priority to providing

justice, unlike the colonial-
era laws thatgave primacy fo
penal action, and made re-
porting of crimes even eas-

Shah expressed hope of are- ierbyrecognisinge-FIR,zero

duction of crime in future as FIR and electronic or digital

90% conviction was expected evidence. Thehomeminister

under the new laws. Home mImsterAmit shah speaks said the judicial process
: The Bharatiya Nyaya inthe Lok Sabha on Monday would now be time bound
i Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya and the new laws set time
¢ Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita world. “The new laws limitsforthejudicialsystem,
: (BNSS) and the Bharatiya brought in a modern ustlE-B ending long delays.

: Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA)
i came into effect on Monday.
i The new laws replaced the
: British-era Indian Penal
i Code, Code of Criminal Pro-
i cedure and the Indian Evi-
i dence Act, respectively.

“Justice can be received

up to the level of Supreme
i Court within three years of
: the registration of the FIR,”

he said. Shah said with the
implementation of the three

system, in
smnssuchsszemﬂl{.mﬂme
registration of police com-

plaints, summonses through
electronic modes such as

SMS and mandamry video-

g;raphy of crmw scenes for

Shah salgi the first case
under the new laws was
abouta matnrwc}ethﬂftreg
isteredm Mﬁﬂh&ai’r&deshs

He said the new statutes
were made more sensitive by
adding a chapter on erimes

against children and women
and the inquiry report in
such cases were to be filed
within seven days. J

Shah said according to
the new laws, judgment in
criminal cases had to come
within 45days of completion
of trial and charges must be

_.framed within 60 days of

criminal laws, India would firsthearing. em
: have the most modern crimi-
! nal justice sysiem in the P Can report online, P 7

o A



Person may report crime on

P Continued from P 1

€ new laws promote a
Jjustice-centric  appro-
ach by providing com-

munity service for minor eri-
mes, home minister Amit
Shah said.

The homeministersaid or-
ganised crime, acts of terro-
rism and mob lynching had
been defined, sedition was re-
placed with treason and video
recording of all search and se-
izures made mandatory Hesa-

B R E e

id a new chapter on erimes
against women and children
was added, buying and selling
of any child made a heinous
crime and a provision for de-
ath sentence or life imprison-
ment for gang rape of a minor
included.

A new provision has been
added in cases of having phy-
sical relations after giving fal-
se promise of marriage and
statement of rape victims wi]
berecorded by a woman police
officer in presence of her gu-

—

ardian, he said. Officials said
under the new laws, overlap-
ping sections were merged
and simplified, with only 358
sections against 511 in the In.
dian Penal Code. For example,
definitions scattered from
sections 6 to 52 have been bro-
ught under onesection.
Instances of false promise
of marriage, gang rape of mi-
nors, mob lynching and chain
snatching, among others, are
reported but the Indian Penal
Code didnotham@eciﬂcpro-

ine, file zeroFIR at
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visions for dealing with such
incidents,

Under the new laws, a per-
S0n can now report incidents
by electronic communica-
tion, without the need to phy-
sically visit a police station.
This allows for easier and qu-
icker reporting, facilitating
prompt action by the police,
With the introduction of Zero

» @ person can file a First

Ifprmation Report (FIR) at

anyipolice station, regardless
of jurisdiction.
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(gféﬂ Muétn’t Be The Norm

Twists in Kejriwal case urgent reminder that question
of bail mustn’t get entangled in procedural knots

upreme Court, on Monday, considered “unusual” Delhij high
S court’s decision to reserve its order on ED's appeal against
Kejriwal’s bail, Yesterday, one had to wonder what the top
court would have had to say about the timing of Kejriwal'sarrest by
CBI in the same excise policy case, albeit 4 separate strand, The
arrestcamejustasSC wastohearhisappealagainstHC’ss_tayouhis

also rebuked Delhi HC over adjourning a bail
omments while refusing to consider ex-Delhi
- minister and AAP functionary Satyendar

§ J ain’s appeal against I_-IC’s adjournment of

ned.” The trial court that granted Kejriwal
. bail had taken the cue from SC’s frequently
repeated emphasis on bail.

- Yet, chronology of events has been such
that Kejriwal has been in and out of various courts, from trial to SC,
forbail and in his challenge to the legality of ED’s arrest. The latter
1S currently in SC. p is a stringent law, but as courts Wrangle
over bail while investigators figure out i i
liability”, it is pertinent toremember the far-reaching impacts of a
CM behind bars - political, electoral and, of course, on governance.,
Thisisnotan irrelevantfactorin bail pleas,

Pio
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Courts On Poll Duty
That Calcutta HC had to intervene in poll matters
EC should have handled is troubling

Calcutta HC is hearing today an appeal against its order on

Monday restraining BJP from publishing ads it found had

violated Model Code of Conduct (MCC)-Election Commission’s
manual for political parties that’s in force from announcement of
pollstill results day. HC was sharp-it held EC had “grossly failed” ‘o
addressviolationof MCC. It wasa rare observation, even troubling,
that a constitutional court found reason to pull up a constitutional
authority. Three takeaways.
Content & timing of ads | HC found the ads to be “slanderous”
and “derogatory”. One ad in Bengali appeared to use religion to

- target Trinamool. Anotherad was published on May 12, a day before
+ the fourth phase of polling in Bengal - MCC mandates a 48-hour

silence period before poll days. These are routine
B violations that EC could have swiftly handled.
Trinamool moved court alleging EC had not
acted on its complaints. For EC’s own good, the
political party should not have felt the need to
approach court. That it did demands institutional
| introspection within EC.

Courts on poll duty | Supreme Court has

bonds case, it has in its docket cases vitaltoEC’s
constitutional authority — appointments of ECs,
EVM-VVPATSs, on vacancies in legislatures,
and of course, the Maharashtra cases including
assigning of party symbols. Both public and
political parties are turning to the courts
frequently on matters jurisdictionally in EC’s ambit. Courts have
desisted; thrown out frivolous pleas, discarded irrelevant claims,
patiently heard activists and campaigners - returning petitioners
repeatedly to EC, whose remit is the conduct of free and fair
elections, and ensuringa level-playingfield.

Constitution matters | There cannot be a perception that EC is
anything but a neutral arbiter. Calcutta HC referred to Article 226
of the Constitution to state the petition before it wasn’t preventing
“smooth process of the election”. Article 226 provides the right to
approach HCs(and SC under Article 32) toanyone whose fundamental
righthas been violated, HC also invoked Articles 14,19 and 21 (equality,
freedom of speech and liberty) to uphold the petitioners’ plea. Central
to the authority the Constitution vests in EC, is people’s trust. To be
universally perceived as a fair custodian of this trust is inarguably
one of the most important institutional remits in India. In fiercely
contested elections, EC must go the extra mile, It's the only safeguard
against campaigning’s tendency to descend to the lowest common
denominator. Calcutta HC upheld bothletter and spirit of MCC.

beenon constant poll duty. Followingthe electoral
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No room for toxic
majoritarianism:
JNU professor

Kolkata: The TNation has

withdrawn suppo;'.t to Bengal is a

anyone who has tried to !

convert cultural sense of %?‘%ﬂree_cxifz?le

belonging to toxic majori- SRl &

tarianism, The nation is NRC had little to

ready to ceIehra!;te culty- no impact as jt

ral nationalism ut not at : :

the cost of pushing oyt meant.eaicctusion

those in the minority of a section of
This was advocated on people

Saturday in an online lec- Alay 1) s

ture by Ajay Guday 3 ASSociATE

associate professor am PROFESSOR AT i

Centre for Political Studj. =

es at JNU while speajki conservative,

on India’s Unicorn Demo- Calling it the era of

cracy. Thesession was mo-  culturist Constitutiona-

derated by Pradip Basy,
formerdean of arts, Presi-
dencyUniversjw.
Gudavartyarguedthat
theright wing understan-
ding of all talks of equalj-
ty, essentially read as a
westerncnnaept,‘toppling
cultural ethos was as
much flawed as a section
i oOf liberals ang leftists be-
i lievingal] of culture to be

lism, he argued: “Many
scholars like Amartya
Sen and Romila Thapar

the Hinduy Indic culture
QG“EHW'M-hm-mm@:

ace; e |
ohace. —Dwaipayan
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Telcos start trials to display caller names

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Seeking check pesky calling
and cyber frauds, govt has instructed
telecom operators to start trials where
names of callers are displayed for un-
known numbers or those that are not
saved in your phone book. The move,
while being seen as consumer friendly; is
being opposed by most telcos who are
raising concerns over customer privacy

as “technical challenges” to oppose an

immediate nationwide rollout. With the -«

govt being firm in its demand for begin-
ning initial test-runs on Calling Name
Presentation, companiesare understood
to have begun “limited trials” in Mumbai
and Haryana. “Trials are beginning on
limited numbersas wetry and assessfea-
sibility of CNAP, where not only the
number but even the name of caller will
bedisplayed...” atop telco executive said.

e
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“CID nabs multi-state online scam”

mastermind from Gujarat

Dwaipayan.Ghosh

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: The state CID has
busted a multi-state online
racket that targeted senior ci-
tizens through multiple mo-
dus operandi like KYC fraud,
investment and loan fraud
and IT return frauds.

The CID found that the
gang had set up call centres in
four states and ran operations
under a corporate structure
where “promotions were lin-
ked to performances.” The
mastermind has finally been
nabbed from Bhavnagar in
Gujarat in an operation carri-
ed out on Friday. The accused
has been brought to Kolkata
on transit remand.

“We had received a comp-
laint from a retired person, a
senior citizen, who was duped
in the name of bank KYC up-
gradation. Helost around Rs5
lakh, Webegan the probe after
the FIR was registered ata lo-

The North division police held a special cyberawareness
programmeat ahall in Burtolla through this weekend totalk
of the new modus operandi being used by cyber crookstotryand
dupesenior citizens. Among those specially invited were Pronam
members of Burtolla and those citizens who have now begun
using smartphones for anumber of daily purposes. “Basic dos
anddon'ts were shared that can act asa shield against any form
of cyber fraud," said an officer from North division cyber cell
which conducted the programme with help of Burtolla police. T

cal police station. We found
that the main operation is be-
ing carried out from Gujarat.

A CID team held multiple ra-

ids and the mastermind, Shah
Darshil Pareshbhai of Bhav-
nagar, Gujarat was arrested,

He hasaccepted that the gang

srsaes Amsssasanasnnann

was proactive in at least three

to four different states where i
theyrecruitedlocalsasemplo- |
vees in the front office. Once :
produced in local court, Pa-

reshbhai will be taken on re-
mand for further probe,” said
DIG (Special) Indra Chakra-
vorty.

was used to divide the profits.

“The accused used traders |
across the country toroutethe
money. Gujarat had recently :
nabbed agang that routedmo- :
ney from China and we belie- :
ve there are direct links with
the man whom we have arres- :
ted. The accused, Pareshbhai, :
with help from these traders :
and some dealers in foreign
shores, paid only 70% for go-
ods bought from the foreign :
nations and kept 30% himself, :

thus redeeming the money
earned from T-tunes’ gift
cards bought by US victims
and processed in China,” ad-

ded a cybercell official.

Cops said a hawala route

£3



THE T)mEs

of IO

JUNE 2 2eny

Page 161 of 373

K

Agnikul: From IIT M brainchild to space odyssey

- launch service for satellites
wnighmguptalmkg Tlllthe

Desi Rocket Firm
Began Its Journey
Withz3CrIn 2017

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: From an idea
conceptualised at IT-Madras
toafullfledged startup, Agni-
kul Cosmos Private Ltd has
come a long way in the space
world.

The desi startup was incu-
bated at National Centre for
Combustion Research and
Development on premises of
II'T-Madras, Founded in 2017
by II'T graduates Srinath Rav-
ichandran, Moin § P M and
professor S R Chakravarthy,
Agnikul aimed to make space
accessible and affordable and

After four unsuccessful attempts,
Agnikul achieved a historic
milestone on Thursday when it
launched the world's first
3D-printed rocket engine

aspired to support PM Naren-

" draModi’s vision of enabling

building of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat.

The startup began its
space journev with a seed
funding of Rs 3 crore withan
aim to build and launch its
first rocket in 2021, and devel-
op the ability to provide

sinee its inmpﬂon to $40 mil-
lion. In Feb 2021, the startup
test-fired its semi-cryogenic
rocket engine Agnilet to be
used in the second stage of
itsrocket Agnibaan’. Theen-
‘gine was developed in single-
pidee through 3D printing
with no assembled parts..
The company holds the pat-
ent for the engine’s design
andmanuﬁi ur
In Sept 2021, the space
startup signed a framework
agreement with department
of space for access to Isro fa-

cilities and technical exper-
tise for the development of its
two-stage small-satellite Ag-
nibaan launch vehicle. On |
Nov 7, 2022, Agnikul bought :
its first ﬁaght termination :
system from Isro. :

Lie sartup's Agimler ens
gine was successfully test-- :
fired on Nov 8, 2022, for a few
seconds on vertical test facili- :

ty TERLS, at Isro’s Vikram

Sarabhai Space Centre. i
After four unsuccessful :
attempts, Agnikul achieveda

 historic milestone on Thurs-

day when it was finallyableto
launch the world's first aD ¢
printed rocket engine but

without any live-streaming |-

and inpresenceof afewdigni- |
taries at its own private |
launchpad. AgniKul has now
spread its wings for a long
flight tospace.
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” Can cut-offbe eased
to fill up posts for
PwDs? SC to decide

ou
@ﬁmesgraup.com

New Delhi: Canrelaxation in
cut-off marks be extended to
bersonswith d.isahility,as_giv—
en to Scheduled Castes/
Scheduled Tribes candidates,
in entrance exams to fill up
Dposts reserved for them? The
Supreme Court on Tuesday
agreed fo examine
the legal issue and
directed that people
suffering from
disabilities who had
appeared for the final
examination for
Madhya Pradesh Judicial ser-
vices be allowed to appear for
the interview if they had se-
cured minimum marks as
provided for SC/ST candi-
dates

- Abenchof JusticesP§ Na-
rasimha and Sanjay Karo
passed the interim order as
No persons with disability
could meet the eut-off marks
meant for general candidates
and made it clear that any ap-
pointment would e subject
to the final outcome of the
case when the legal issue ig

settled.

The court expressed con-
cern over all judicial appoint-
ments in lower Jjudiciary be-
Ing marred by litigation and
said it created uncertainty
and undue delay at a time va-
cancies were piling up,

“Every appointment proc-
©Ss comes in litigation, Not a
single high court conducted
the process without 1i-
tigation. The process

becomes sus-
Pect and candidates
lose hope. Judicial |
! (] services suffer," the
" benchsaid.

The court was hearing a
case which it took up suo mo.
tu after the mother of a yj.
sually impaired candidate,

Chief Justice of IndiaCJ1
complaining that the HC ex-
cluded visually impaired and
low vision candidates from

appointment in the judieial

service. The SC had earlier dj.

Pt
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Sandip.Dighe@timesgroup.com

Pune: The last two days have
been for Ra-
vindraGupta, fatherof Shobit
who won the Prez’s Gold Med-

al for securing the top spot in
the merit list for the National
Defence Academy’s 146th
course. A marginal farmer
from Dhuvia Karimnagar in
UP’s Shahjahanpur district,
Ravindra told TOI: “I never
imagined he would be the gold
medallist of the academy. He

Nf)q

%Falmer s son from UP bags
Prez’s gold medal at NDA

mi'cumstansas wanted to pro

videthebestaducationmyson
could get. So I borrowed mon-
aytaﬁuﬂlﬂspﬂivammmso
he could prepare for Sainik
School. All our efforts have
proven worthwhile,” he said.

Shobit studied at Sainik
School in Satara. “The school
inculcated military values in
me,” hesaid.
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“As Bengai’s central UG p

)
ortal shuts:\

~ female applicants outnumber male

Poulami.Roy@timesofindia.com

| Kolkata: Female students

who submitted forms thro-

i ughBengal'sfirstcentralised
i admission portal (CAP) for
: thestate’sundergraduate col-

leges outnumbered their ma-

i le counterparts by around

i 70,000 as the portal closed in

i the intervening midnight of

Sunday and Monday.
The portal received aro-

i und 35 lakh forms from
i across the country from 5.3
i lakh students: nearly 3 lakh
i femaleand2.3lakhmale,

This year, state govt had

i introduced a single window

Ve’

for undergraduate admis-
sions for 461 colleges and 16
universities —  covering
9,46,921 undergraduate seats
— across Bengal. It was open
for two weeks from June 24,

“Women'’s participation

35L ADMISSION FORMS RECEIVED
> Total applicants
527673
R 'ﬁﬁ figures till 10
= TS 1
> Outside-Bengal L sbmag;‘frgfenummare
applicants | 19618 Other |39 not final, but indicative)

in higher education has
increased remarkably over
the past several years,” said a
higher education depart-
ment official. “This has been
reflected in the overall

numberof submissions, This

year, thanks to the centrali-

sed portal, we could getan in-

dication of that, But we will
beable togeta clearer picture
only after the admission pro-
cessisover” i

Some senior educators
and administrators TOI
s‘p_oke‘to agreed about increa-

sed women’s participation

in higher education, but
added that many male stu-
dents now often considered
four-year degree courses “ti-
me-consuming”and “heavy",
preferring to opt for job-ori-
ented ones,

P ‘Kanyashree effect’, P 2




Page 165 of 373




™ME Twags of Tl

Page 166 of 373
Juny % Lem

7 I-year-old Assam trans oirl loses :
school seat over bikini pictures

The family says she’s being targeted

al expression, was scruti-

@timesgroup.com

'y girl child, born ina
hi male body, didn't
choose this life of

struggle where she is being
bullied and hated for who she
is... the recent incident at her
school in Assam has shaken
the core of our faith in institu-
tions meant to protect and

nurture our Yyoung... The

school, which should be a
sanctuary of learning, be:
came an arena of judgment...
Thisisthe plightof mydaugh-
ter, a plight that is shared by
many, yetoften silenced by the
shadowsof ignorance.

These are excerpts from a
letter to Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma by a Guwahati
woman after photos of her17-
year-old transgender daugh-
ter in a swimming pool ir. a bi-
kini, posted on her social
media platform, forced her to
leave the school last month.

While the mother has
slammed the principal of the
reputed co-educationalschool
inGuwahatifor“slandering”,
“helittling” and “mocking”
her daughter and “targeting

_hertruthand her very being”,

school authorities said the
photographs “expressed vul-
garity” and all that they had
asked for was tohave the posts
removed from social media.
As the world celebrated
June as Pride Month, photos
of the transgender girl inabi-
kini, clicked during a family
yacation on June 9 and posted
on social media, became not
just a flashpoint between the
school and her family but also
put a question mark on the is-
sue of gender inclusivity in
educational institutionsin In-

M“”--.n..-.-..-...u.--“u.-..u.--. e

Himanta Biswa Sarma,
with dreams as vast as

prejudice. Yet, she

dia. The family has asked Sar-
ma for a slew of changes -
from embracing diversity
with gender-inclusive uni-
form in schools to extending
protection against bullying
and harassment.

Also, the state’s Transgen-
der Welfare Board has moved
Assam State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(ASCPCR), saying “nobody
can sexualise a child's body
and aphoto”.

On June 26, ASCPCR be-
gan hearings in the case, with
the transgender girl’s family
narrating the incident. “We
heard the complainant and
would now summon school
authorities, After hearing
both the parties, we would
convene on a specific date.
Thereafter; legal action would
be initiated,” commission
chairperson Shyamal Prasad
Saikiasaid.

On June 10, a day after the
transgender girl posted the
photos, the school principal
called the parents at 9pm.
“your daughter is disgusting
and shameful. Come tomor-
row and take her out of my
school...’ thisiswhat the prin-
cipal told me,” the student’s
mother recounted the call.

The family opted for a
transfer from the school rath-
er than what they said was
“capitulating to infringement
on her right to exist”. The

ofhergender.l-lermother.inalettertocu

wrote, ‘My daughter,
the Brahmaputra, has

faced the heights of discrimination and
stands unwavering, aspiring
to contribute to the society...’

school management claimed
that they have taken care of
the 17-yearold student and
counselled her throughout be-
sides protecting her from bul-
lying by some students.

The prineipal said after
she posted the photographs in
swimsuit “expressing vulgar-
ity”, the school earneda “bad
name” among academia and
that theschool could not toler-
ate “such behaviour™. He said
the school never intended to
target her and had merely
asked her to remove the posts.

However, the student’s
family hurled allegations at
the school, saying the issue of
bikini photos wasan excuse to
get her out of school. They al-
leged that she becamea target
because of her gender. “The
achool doesn’t find similar
photos posted by boysdisgust-
ing or shameful. It indicates
their sick mentality” the
mothersaid.

In the letter to Assam CM,
which later went viral on so-
cial media, the student’s
mother said, “My daughter,
with dreams as vast as the
Brahmaputra, has faced the
heightsof discrimination and
prejudice. Yet, she stands un-
wavering, aspiring to contrib-
ute to society...” “The phone
call at night from the princi-
pal was a stark reminder of
the battles westill face. Her so-
cial media, a space of person-

nised and slandered. A family
peol outing, a moment of in-
nocent joy, was twisted into a
weapon of shame justbecause
my daughter wore a bikini,”
theletter said.

“We asked for a transfer
certificate from the school af-
ter she was shamed and sub-
jected to mental harassment.
We decided to keep her away
from such a toxic environ-
ment,” her mother said, add-
ing the family wants a public
apology from theschool.

Now, she might have to for-
foitanentireacademicyearas
she was issued the transfer
certificate amid the ongoing
session. State Transgender
Welfare Board president Ritu-
parna Neog said, “In the ex-
planation given to us, the
school’s view is that the pho-
tos were sexually explicit. I
have forwarded this to
ASCPCR, with the point that
nobody can sexualise achild s
body and photos.”

Neog is also a member of
the National Council for
Transgender Persons.

The principal told TOI
that the message was clearly
communicated to the family
“Body piercing, tattooing are
against our rules. Posting ob-
scene photos on social media
is not desired. We told them
they could delete the photos
and start behaving properly
or withdraw the student from
the school,” he said. “I am de-
lighted that transgenders will
now raise their voiceforliber-
ty and fairness. They glanced
at my photos but failed to ac-
knowledge my academic
achievements,” said the stu-
dent, who passed class X with

4
76% aggregate. ’ /ﬁ’,
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7 After ‘women move back’ backlash,ICAIm
- orders probe, says it’s ‘deeply perturbed’

Udit Prasanna Mukherjee &
Privanka Dasgupta | Tnn

Kolkata: The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of

India has started an internal

probeto find out why women
intheaudience wereasked to
move back five rows at a re-
cent event in the city just be-
fore chief guest Swami Gy-
anvatsalya from the BAPS
Swaminarayan Mandir was
invited to thedais.

The ICAI event, an inter-
national conference of CA
students, was organised he-
re on June 22. A video went
viral a few days after that,
which showed the presenter
__alspanICAlmember —sa-
ying: “No ladies, no girls, no

1IN 3 ICAI MEMBERS

> ICA! has in its fold 4 lakh
chartered accountants, every

third member isawoman ~ | prope

ICAI has nitiated a
thorough probe. Itis
dedicated to empowering
women. | must reiterate our
profound concern regarding the:
incident. In the institute’s 75yr
history, such an unfortunate
event has never transpired

girl volunteers in sight,
folks! Hustle up, he’s on his
way!” The video fuelled a
storm on soeial media, with
many cringing and expres-

sing disgust at the overt sex-
ism and misogyny. Several
ICAT members, {00, expres-
sed their “extreme discom-
fort” at the turn of events

on thedais.

Neither ICAI nor the or-
der officially reacted to the
eriticism till Monday, which
was also National CA Day,
when TOI got in touch with
both.

ICAI president Ranjit K
Agarwal admitted that the
organisation was “deeply
perturbed” by the incident.
“The reasons behind the oc-
currenceremainunclear but
the ICAI has initiated a tho-

rough investigation into the

matter,” he said, adding that
the institute was eommitted
to “implementing remedial
measures to prevent such
incidents in future”.

p‘incident a blot..., P 3
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Z“A] will create more

jobs than it eliminates’

it Will Not Snatch Jobs, But Will Do Away
With Some Easier Ones: Deloitte’s Al Exec

New Delhi: Al will replace
people with people, contrary
to the common narrative, De-
loitte’s Al executive Rohit Tan-
donsaid,emphasising that the
future belongs to Al-human
collaboration, not replace-
ment, as he envisions a revolu-
tionary era where technology
empowers, rather than replac-
s, the workforee.

In an interview, Tandon,
managing director, Al and in-
sights practice leader, Deloitte
LLP said AI will not snatch
jobs, but will simply do away
with some of the easier jobs,
and createnew roles.

“Al will, with people, re-
place people... It's not just Al
replacing people. You still
need humans in the loop,” he
said. Tandon said the same
kind of fearof jobrolesgetting
wiped out existed when IT,
technology, and computers
came into the scenario.

“But just look at how
many more jobs have been
created across the globe be-
cause of I'T. The same thing is
going to happen with AL It's
going to be all-pervasive, just
like it is today, just like you
have some of the biggest su-
percomputersﬂlataxjsttoday
available on your phone,
some of the most powerful Al
algorithms willbe at your dis-
posal, in your purses, and in
your wallets, in your pockets.

“It's going to be something
that we talk about just like the
way we talk about it or not talk
about it, it just becomes a part
of ourlives,” hesaid. '

He said this is not the first
time when a new technology
has come and threatened job
losses.

“We've done this before
with automation, call centres,
ete. We've automated some of
the easier stuff. What it leaves
behind is tougher problems
for humans to solve.,

“It will lead to job changes.
Al'will be replaced by Al with

humans. If youlookat the pyr-
amidof jobs, Alwill startauto-
mating more of the easierjobs
that aredone,” he noted.
People will use Al to sup-
plement their knowledge and
their ability to find informa-
tion and share that back and
serve the population, hesaid.
“It will eliminate certain

'EMPOWERING' WORKFORCE

that will initially feel that they
are being cramped, but their
appreciation over time with
these regulations, what it
meansfor them in themedium
to long term, they'll only be
full of gratitude and apprecia-
tion, 1 would advise that these
should not be pointin-time
regulations.

roles. But it will create more
jobs than it will eliminate,”
Tandon said.

He said shared services —
that exist across all sectors —
are the first ones to be impact-
ed by AL

“Finance, HR, and some of
the shared services pieces.
What we're seeing is energy,
from an industry perspective,
is taking on some very inter-
esting use cases, which have a
wide impact,” he said.

Tandon shared an in-
stance of how using computer
vision, Al, and the ability to
compute and process quickly;
has enabled to identify and

Consumerisation, bank-
ing,and hospitality are some
of the ather sectors that are
utilising the power of Al he
said.

He further said setting up
guardrails and regulations for
Al is important, but they
should be dynamic in nature,

“There will be businesses

“The pace at which Al and
Gen Al are moving is so fast,
we're learning every day I'm
studying harder than I did in
school or college right now.

“These have to be dynamic
regulations. These have to be
active forums that are contin-
uously evaluating, poking
holes in what has been built,
and strengthening them,” he
said. This can only be
achieved with govt and enter-
prises coming together, he
added.

“] allude to two pillars:
computing capability I think
govt has to play a big role in
making sure that is available.
With that compute capability
there will be arequirementfor
a huge amount of power be-
cause these GPUs are power-
hungry Govt will have to help
enable that... Grassroots-level
training, availability of
knowledge, and being able to
getthat inawide populationis
going to be also very valua-
ble,” hesaid. acencies

&
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'Nat'l Anthem must

for Kashmir schools

Saleem Pandit@timesgroup.com

Srinagar: J&K administration has
directed all schools to commence
morning assemblies with the Nation-
al Anthem, requiring them tostrictly
follow a four-year-old norm whose
compliance has been erratic.

A circular issued by the principal
secretary of the school education to
this effect also requires morning as-
semblies to be made uniform across
the Union Territory. The order covers
private institutions.

“It'sbeenobserved thatsuchasig-
nificanttraditionisnotbeingecarried
outuniformly across various schools
of J&K,” the circular issued on
Wednesday reads.

Department principal secretary
Alok Kumar said morning assem-
blies helped nurture values of moral

A circular issued by the
principal secretary of the
school education to this

effect requires morning
assemblies to be made
uniform across the UT

integrity, shared community and dis-
cipline. The assemblies should be of
20 minutes, beginning with the Na-
tional Anthem and requiring all stu-
dents and teachers to gather in a des-
ignated areaof theschool.

The circular lists 16 steps for
schools to follow. The school educa-
tion department has advised schools
to invitetotheir morning assemblies
guest speakers, create awareness
about environment and caution stu-

7

dentsagainstdrugs. P
T v
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7 More seek ego therapy to

Pu‘

cope with academic setback

Sarthak.G@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Moreand moreado-
lescents in the city were ta-
king ‘ego state therapy’ to co-
pewith unsatisfactory perfor-
tance in exams or academic,
peer pressure or inability to
adapt to a new education sys-
tem, said psychiatrists and
mental health experts.
Following boards results,
psychologists and counsel-
lors usually see a jump in the
number of youngsters see-
king therapy for their mental
well-being. But the recent spi-

WORLD EGO
AWARENESS DAY

ke stood at 20%-25% in the
pastfewyears, showed data fr-
om Indian Association of Pri-
vate Psychiatry (West Bengal
branch). The revelation came
aday before World Ego Aware-
ness Day on Saturday.

Poor academic perfor-
mance, peer pressure and dif
ficulty in tackling a change in
the education system often
led to ego problems, which co-
uld get aggravated with time
and cause acute depression
among youngsters, say psy-
\\chologists. Ego state therapy

An awareness session for parents on ego state therapy is on

isapsychodynamic approach
to treat such behavioural and
cognitive problems. Psychiat-
rist Arabinda Brahma, also
vice-president of Indian As-
sociation of Private Psychiat-
ry (Bengal) said, “Tolerance
of academic failure is the pri-
mary way to keep ego and de-
pression at bay. Many parents
are seeking therapists’ help
when their wards show symp-
toms of phobia, anxiety, de-
pression, ego or behavioural
change after poorpelformﬁn
ce in boards.” Psychologist
Aparupa Ojha said, “Ego me-
ans a person’s sense of self-

-esteem. Wetrytonwlcestud--

ents realise life is not limited
toacademic performance.”

Dum Dumreaiﬂmt?nbali'

Das noticed something amiss
with her son. “The school co-
unsellor gave me fips on str-
essmanagement. Itwasfound

‘my son was suffering as he

had not scored as expected in
a class test. We took him to a
psychologist, who conducted
the ego state therapy,” she sa-
id. Nita Bhattacharya, a resi-
dent of Central Avenue, said,
“After my husband’s death,
my H-year-old daughter tur-
ned aggressive and even sho-
wed suicidal tendencies. She
has been undergoing the the-
rapy for two years now.”
Special educator Sritama
Ghosh said, “Without timely

‘intervention, insecurity and

] mental turbulence among st-

wAdante mav hecome trauma.” .



The Times of Lnpi

TJuk lo, 2wry

Page 172 of 373

fu

" NGO makeovers are helping ‘sarkari’

schools shed tlgma, boost enrolment

With colourful
classrooms, teacher
training and tech, some
non-profits are trying
to bring back pride
in govt schools
Ketaki.Desal@timesgroup.com

fter 24 long years, the
/ once-crumbling Utkarsh
Vidya Mandir and Junior Col-
4\ iege (UVM) in Nagpur has
undergone quite a transformation —
from basic repair to more lights, better
toilets and colourful classroom murals
that help kids learn, This makeover was
thanks to NGO My Zero Gravity, which
runs a programme to improve the sub-
par infrastructure of govt schools.
Founder Maitreyi Shrikant Jichkar says
over the years, the organisation has seen
learning outcomes and attendance im-
prove in the schools they work with.

AT SR £
RAMESH BALASUNDRAM,
BAL UTSAV, KARNATAKA
We've changed the narrative
that no one wants to go to govt
schools. In some cases, MLAs
are writing letters to get kids in

F

Think ‘sarkari school and you think -

of under-funded, dilapidated buildings,
and teachers who are not properly
trained. However, several NGOs across
the country are focusing on concrete
solutions like building or repairing in-
frastructure, training teachers and
bringing tech to classrooms. The apathy
often attributed to government teachers
is not inherent, they say. When teachers
are engaged and infrastructure is in
place, things begin to change not only
for students, but the community at large,

INCENTIVE TO STUDY

Karnataka-based Bal Utsav is one such
NGO. Director Ramesh Balasundaram
says their interventions span four areas:
infrastructure, teacher training, schol-
arships and sanitation. “Typically, the
number of students drops, the higher the
grade they're in. In part, this is because
the spread of schools is not linear, so if
a primary school is in a 1km radius, the
upper primary may be bkm away,” he
says, “But the most important thing is
that if students are not sure they'll be in
school next year, why would they step up
to the pedal and learn?” This is the idea

GIVING A FACELIFT: Besides infrastructure facilities, some NGOs pmwde
scholarships as well. (Right) In Nagpur, murals double up as learning tools

behind their scholarship programme —
toretain the top students in each school.
He adds that bringing alumni back to
talk to current students helps as they see
someone become an engineer or study
in an international school.

WATER TO WASHROOMS

Jichkar says it is not just about having
pretty schools but creating an enabling
learning environment. Their murals, for
instanece, double up as a pedagogical tool.
“If we paint a protractor on the wall, the
teachers can use them to teach angles.”

But much of the infrastructural work
these non-profits do is more basic —
schools often lack classrooms, drinking
water, washrooms, and waste-disposal
mechanisms. Balasundaram says they
did a survey of 100 Bengaluru schools in
2015 and found that none had any form
of waste disposal on offer, let alone for
menstrual waste, “If you'reateacher who
cares about their job, but your school
doesn’t have a toilet and you spend nine
hours aday there, would you do it?"” Men-
struating students miss out on school or
in some cases even run back home in the
middle of the day, these experts say.

One School at a Time (OSAAT) is a
non-profit started by techies who were
living in the US some 20 years ago. But
recently, they've established alocal team.
“In the last few years, we've been work-
ing on 10-15 schools a year across 10
states. Our 108rd project is underway,”
says Sudheer Hullemane, vice president,
OSAAT Digital School Infrastructure. In
a school in Karnataka's Belgaum which
was ravaged by the 2018 floods, they built
four classrooms and toilet blocks. “Since
then, the school has transformed. Its
student strength has doubled to 600,”
says Balakrichna Rao, head of opera-
tions of OSAAT Physical Infrastructure.

TEACHING WITH TECH

The other focus of their intervention has
been around technology Much is made
of the transformative potential of tech

for classrooms, but in rural areas where
data, if not electricity itself, is precarious,
this is easier said than done. OSAAT tack-
les this by providing their schools with
laptops and tablets, rather than desktops
which need constant electricity.
Abhishek Dubey studied both in a
govtand private school and had a strong
desire to give back. What began as teach-
ing kids from rural areas while he was in
college has turned into a full-fledged or-
ganisation. They've trained over 11,000
teachers thus far, and fitted schools with
an interactive panel. “We curate content

‘and give them a screen where they play

a video and facilitate adiscussion inclass.
All this can be accessed offline,”

Similarly, Caring with Colour, another
NGO, focuses on providing school kids
with 21st century employable skills, “We
train teachers to move from black-
board-style rote learning into a more
experiential method where students
learn through activities, games, art and
projects,” says Rajeev Annaluru, trustee
& COO, So, if fractions are being taught,
teachers use everything from chapatis to
trees to explain the concept.

SENSE OF PRIDE
Balasundaram says they see at least 5%
increased enrollment year-on-year, with
some schools even seeing a 25% jump
year-on-year. “We've been able to break
the narrative that no one wants to go to
these schools. In some cages, MLAS are
writing letters trying to get students in.”
This sense of pride speaks to the in-
tangible effects of this kind of transfor-
mation. Rao says, “Onee basic infrastruc-
ture is in place, teachers, students, and
thelarger community get motivated. The
administration finds it easier to raise
funding. Students enrolled in private
schools come back to government schools.
Villages come out to celebrate the inau-
guration and neighbouring villages get
more motivated to do the same. You can’t
quantify that feeling.”
— Additional inputs by Ved Ghulghule
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Very Ineligible Bachelors

Untold election story: young, jobless men from land-owning families who can’t get married, in
Maharashtra & elsewhere. How they're voting is interesting, what they mean for India is troubling

Jaideep Hardikar

In a small cotton-growing village of
Yavatmal in western Vidarbha, a young
man with_a Masters in his mid-30s
cracked a joke on himself before
breaking into a hearty laugh. My

b y = question to him was: “What doyoudo?”
“lam sushikshit, berozgaar and avivahit (educated,
jobless and unmarried),” he quipped, as half-a-dozen
friends at his paan kiosk chortled, knowing the joke
was also on them. They were all in their 30s; graduates
or postgraduates; jobless, and unmarried.

Why should any woman marry them? they asked.
Even if they get a bride, two of them reasoned, they
won't marry, because they won't be able toraise families
onatrociously puny incomes. And neither will they marry
their sisters to men who rely only on farm incomes.
Finally, they were almost certain that their finaneial
situation won’t dramatically improve in their lifetime,

Thesedays, the first preference of potential brides is
formen with govt jobs that don’t exist, followed by private
jobs that are shrinking, and then self-employed youth,
backed by farmland; the foremost question being, what's
the groom’s annual income? Finding a good match is

economy has been under duress for far too long. Two,
there’s been a decline in social status among land-
owning castes and classes. Three, a new generation of
rural youths is better educated and better informed. It
is aspirational like its urban peers, albeit with fewer
social, communication and other skills.

Delayed marriages are also not new to the country-
side. Droughts or bad crop
seasons have always pushed
marriage plans. But not on £
the scale seen today It's
particularly stark among &
land-owning OBCs. Good and
higher education was considered
a ticket to good jobs. Now, good
jobsareaticket togettingbrides
orgrooms, both ways around.

Remember Toilet: Ek Prem
Katha? No toilets, no marriage.
Add to it, Job: Ek Prem Katha.
You need a job if you plan to
marry. Farmer-parents don't
want their daughters to work in ﬂ,
fields and do the drudgery they've
suffered all theirlives. {

thus an equally daunting task for
prospective brides in villages.

About two dozen men well past
their marriageable age showed up at

POLLITICS

Special Series on Elections

Marriageable
young women, bet-
ter educated than
previous generations

the shop when I asked how many
youths of thatage were unmarried inthevillage. There
were more, they said. For at least half of them, pastage
35, marriage wasout of question. They'd stopped going
to family weddings outof shame.

“Everyone asks, when is your number?” one of them
said. That's embarrassing.

And with laughs that mask simmering anxiety
bordering on anger;, they poked fun at each other
about their forced bachelorhood. In villages here, men
orwomen are usually married by mid-20s.

Unemployment is not a new story. Nor lack of skills
or quality education. Or unemployability But in
village untovillageacross Maharashtra's countryside,
a supposedly prosperous state, unemployment and
agrarian crisis are spurring a ravaging, if unacknow-
ledged and far-reaching, social consequence. Educated
and jobless men with family farms their only souree of
income are unable to find suitable brides for them-
selves. Jobs areamirage, Farming isnonprofitable.

Why is this disconcerting and what are the factors
driving this trend? It's a no-brainer. One, rural

and with aspirations,

justifiably want to marry men with
steady jobs in cities and some farmland
back home. Districts with a low male-
female ratio, like Beed in Marathwada,
are worse off. The prosperous sugar

beltisnoexception.

This is in reality a pan-India pro-
blem. In a 2022 study, sociologist
Alaka Malwade Basu and
demographer Sneha Kumar
analysed NFHS data to find
that economic changes inclu-
ding unemployment are
forcingadaptations intradi-
tional marriage practices
across the country, making
men waitlonger and longer
totiethe knot.

Such worry can be
seen even across Hindi
heartland's once feudal

regions. Indeed, mixed with stagnant farming incomes,
rising indebtedness and expensive higher education,
the social fallout of economic pain in villages could be
triggeringa political churn that may shatter caste-and-
classcalculations for Lok Sabha polls.

As one man explained: “I was 24 in 2014. I am 34 in
2024. Nothing's changed for me.” Outcome of the 2024
elections apart, this experience of rejection and
disillusionment among working men and women is
likea voleano about to erupt.

From its poorest eastern tip to the more prosperous

westernsugar belt, swathes of Maharashtra'scountry-
sideare teeming with such youngand educated men,
now reluctant farmers, well past marriageable
age. You meet graduates and postgraduates of
all hues; they've tried their luck - futilely -
in the industrial belt of Mumbai-
Pune-Nashik; worked in contractual
employment for paltry wages; lived in
crowded shared chawls or rooms;
tried - or are still trying—their luck
at competitive exams to land a job,
and failed.
Intra-state regional imbalan-
ces are adding to the fury
Vidarbhaand Marathwada have
been in the midst of a raging
agrarian crisis for a very long
time. Both are rain-dependent

regions and haven't seen a

new industry or sector

absorb educated rural youth
in close to two decades.
Marathwada has also been
in the throes of a water
crisis that’s throwing up
successive droughts. No
one wants to marry
their daughter into a
village with water
scarcity, unless the

- groom is working in
adistant city.

None of this is
sudden. Nor is it
limited to rural

Maharashtra.

The writer
is with People's
o Archive of Rural
India
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TN Police portal breach highlights the need for greater
accountability on those storing sensitive personal data

ebigdatabreach thathit Tamil Nadu Policelast week isanother
demonstration of weak data security infra in the country. Hackers
were not only able to access the department’s Facial Recognition
Software portal - which contains more than 60lakh records of indivi-
duals, including photos, names, FIR numbers and details of police
officers - but also reportedly put the data on sale on the dark web.
Protecti ta goldmine | Given India’s huge population and
growing digitisation, govt departments are increasingly storing
massive volumes of data. This is also precisely why India is a big target
for cybercriminals. Over the last couple of years there have been multi-
ple data breaches, especially targeting the Indian healthcare sector.
Last year; a server breach in ICMR compromised personal information
of about 81 crore Indians who had taken Covid
vaccines. In 2022, a ransomware attack at
- ATIMS-Delhi crippled e-hospital services.
d National security threat | Apart from
potential harm to people whose data is being
pilfered, there’s a clear national security risk
here. We already have reports of Chinese
data processing farms potentially collecting
gigantic volumes of data from across the
world, including India. Sensitive information
of political leaders and VIPs falling into the
hands of a strategic rival can be dangerous. North Korea is another
known source of ransomware attacks. These need to be countered.
Greater accountability | India’s cybersecurity infra includes
agencies like the India Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-IN).
But most breaches are actually reported by foreign entities. We need
to be far more proactive. Plus, there’s little accountability for data
breaches. India’s data protection law gives sweeping exemptions to
govt entities. But no one is penalised or fined when massive data
hacks take place at their servers. A system of penalties needs to be
instituted if cybersecurity infra is found wanting. That's the only
way tokeep our defences tight.
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"Two HP dist judges move SC,
question HC coIIeglum plcks

‘Seniority, Merit,
SC Collegium

Advice Ignored’

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Questioning the
process of selection of judges
by the Himachal Pradesh HC
collegium, two senior-most dis-
trict judges have moved Su-
preme Court alleging that the
collegium not only ignored
theirmeritandseniority butal-
so stepped around CJI D Y
Chandrachud-led SC collegi-
um’s specific advice for consid-
eration of their names.
Reflecting a larger issue re-
volving around an oft-repeated
grievance that HC collegiums
do not scrupulously adhere to
SC-devised process for selec-
tion of judicial officers and
lawyers for appoeintment as HC
Jjudges, district judges of Bilas-
pur and Solan, Chirag Bhanu
Singhand Arvind Malhotra, re-

The Himachal HC bullding in Shimla. The petitioners have sought a stay on
consideration of junior judicial officers by SC collegium till apex court
redressed their grievances

spectively, in their joint writ
petition sought a direction to
HC collegium to consider their
names as per SC collegium’s
Jan 4resolution.

They said SC collegium’s
decision to send their names
forreconsideration by HCjudg-
es was followed by a communi-
cationfrom Union law minister
to HC chief justice requesting
that names of Singh and Mal-
hotra be reconsidered by HC
collegium.

The judicial officers said

HC collegium ignored SC colle-
gium’s advice and law minis-
ter’sletter and without reconsi-
dering their names, began call-
ingforjudgments of judicialof-
ficers much junior tothem ina
bid to step around their merit,
senjority and “unblemishedju-
dicial track record”. “The facts
and circumstances of the pre-
sent case exhibit that petition-
ers’ valuable constitutional
rights, pertinently their right
to be considered, are being vio-
lated,” they said.

Earlier, recommended by
HC collegium for appointment
as judges of Himachal Pradesh
HC,names of Singhand Malho-
tra were placed for SC collegi-
um’s consideration on July 12
last year, which was initially
deferred. On Jan 4, the CJI-led
collegium  remitted their
names to HC collegium for re-
consideration.

Petitioners said HC collegi-
um last month “deliberately
omitted their names”, over-
looking seniority and merit
and recommended names of
two “ineligible junior officers”
to SC collegium for appoint-
ment as HC judges.

“The process adopted by the
HC collegium stands procedur-
ally & substantially vitiated &
is contrary to established con-
stitutional convention. Action
of HC chief justice & the colle-
gium is thus liable to be set
aside,” they said, and sought a
stay on the process of consider-
ation of names of junior judi-
cial officers by the SC collegi-
um till SC redressed their
grievances. 4
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SC stays Cal HC order nixing
25,757 Bengal school appts

CBI To Investigate
Sans Arrest, Final
Hearing July 16

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a huge relief to
25,757 teaching and non-tea-
ching staff recruited through
the West Bengal School Servi-
ce Commission's 2016 selec-
tion process, Supreme Court
on Tuesday stayed a Calcutta
High Court order annulling
their appointments but war-
ned that those recruited ille-
gally would have to refund sa-
lariesto the state.

A bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and justices
J B Pardiwala and Manoj Mis-
ra, after day-long proceedings
marred by outof-turn inter-
Jjections by senior advoecates,
agreed to examine modalities

“ The court cannot

be unmindful of
the impact of setting
aside of a large
complement of assistant
teachers who are
recruited for teaching
Class 9-10 and 11-12
students, which would
be the consequence if
the impugned judgment
of the high court stands
—SC BENCH

Very happy, mentally

relaxed, says CM

]am really very happy and
mentally relaxed on receipt
of justice at the highest court
of the land,” CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee posted on X shortly af-
ter the SC stayed Calcufta
HC's order nixing 25,757
school jobs. “Congratulations
to the entire teaching frater-
nity and my humble regards
to the hon'ble Supreme Court
of India,” shesaid.

by which tainted candidates
could be segregated from non-
tainted ones so as to enable the
court to save the jobs of those
who made it to the merit list
honestly:

Dictating the order in open
court much after theend of bu-
siness hours at 4pm, the bench
said, “The court cannot be un-
mindful of the impact of set-

ting aside of a large comple-
ment of assistant teachers
who are recruited for teaching
Class 910 and 1112 students,
which would be the consequ-
ence if the impugned judg-
ment of the high court
stands.”

Howevet, it permitted CBI
to carry on with its investiga-
tion into the recruitment scam

subject to the condition that it
would not arrest the taintedre-
cruits or take any coercive me-
asure against them. It posted
the matter for final hearing on
July16. Also, the SC continued
its April 29 interim order bar-
ring CBI from interrogating :
ministersorstategovtemploy- :
ees allegedly responsible for
creation of supernumerary
posts of teachers and non-tea-
ching staff to appoint waitlis-
ted candidates.

It said the court’s scrutiny
would focus on the appoint-
mentof thosewhodid not figu-
re in the list of those selected,
those appointed after expiry
of the validity of the selection
panel, those appointed thro-
ugh manipulation of OMR
answer sheets which helped
them jumpranksand get appo-
inted despite having submit-
ted blank OMR sheets.

P-‘Need to see..’,P9
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SC: Need to see whether tainted

-app

i »Continued fromP1

red with arguments

from an array of se-
nior advocates — Rakesh
_ Dwivedi, Neeraj K Kaul, Jai-
: deep Gupta, Sanjay Hegde,
i P S Patwalia, Shyam Divan,
! VGiri, AMSinghviand Pra-

.’]:‘me bhench was peppe-

" tik Dutta — who appeared

for the state govt, West
Bengal School Service Se-
. lection Commission, WB
- Board of Secondary Educa-
. tion and sacked teachers
i challenging the HC judg-
{ ment. The HC decision was
! strongly supported by se-

! pior advocates Maninder

¢ Singh and Bikash Ranjan
: Bhattacharyya.

i Singh said illegalities
i and irregularities in the re-
! cruitment were all-pervasi-
' we and that the HC had re-
corded $SC’s statement ad-
mitting that while 8.5% of
. the appointments for tea-
chers for Class 9-10 were ir-
regular, for Class 11-12 the il-
legalities increased to
14.5%, for group C non-tea-
ching staff 38.4% and group
D45%.

Singh said fresh selec-
tion was the only way out.
After hearing both sides,
mainly the petitioners who

Singh said that

HC recorded SSC's
statement admitting
while 8.5% of the
appointments for
Class 9-10 were
irregular, for Class
11-12 the illegalities
increased to 14.5%

challenged the HC’s April 22
judgment, the bench said,
“We are of the view that the
submissions raised on be-
half of petitioners would
merit further considera-
tion. The certificate under
Section 65(b) of the Eviden-
ce Act was issued, as the CBI
reportnotes, by Pankaj Ban-
sal, a former employee of
Nysa Communication Pvt
Ltd (which was tasked with
scanning and evaluating
the OMR sheetsbutoutsour-
ced it to another firm Data-
scan).“The legitimaey of
the certificate which has be-
enobtained fromabove indi-

vidual would prima facie

ploughtherouteof thedata,
which formed the basis of
the judgment of the HC to
set aside the entirety of the
selection process.”

The bench further said,
“That apart, from the mate-

ointments can be segregated

rial placed before the HC by
SSC and CBI, a further is-
sue which wouldemergefor
closer examination is whet-
her the appointments
which suffer from taint can
be specifically segregated.
If such an exercise is pos-
sible, it would be unfair to
set aside the entirety of se-
lection which extends to as
many as 25000 appoint-
ments. Assuming such seg-
regation is possible, We ha-
ve to determine the modali-
ties which are to be follo-
wed.” The bench referred to
its own order of Nov 9 by
which it had protected re-
cruited teachers from sack-
ing in an interim order of
Calcutta HC, and said the
same protection would now
beextended till July16.
Senior advocate Dushy-
ant Dave repeatedly asked
for serutiny of conduct of
Justice Avijit Gangopadhy-
ay, who as HC judge had or-
dered CBI probe into the re-
cruitment scam. But the
CJl-led bench said, “We are
not here to scrutinise Justi-
ce Gangopadhyay's con-
duct.” Gangopadhyay has

‘sinceresigned asajudge, jo-

ined BJP and is contesting
from Tamluk Lok Sabha
constituency.



Inclusion of foreign

in PF unconstitutio
Order To Impact Past Contributions, Goyt M

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Fifteen years af-
terthe!ﬂwwa.samendedto in-
clude international workers
within the ambit of employe-
es provident fund and pen-
sion scheme, the Karnataka
HC has struck down the pro-
visions as “yunconstitutional
and arbitrary”.

The move, which is likely
to be challenged by govt and
the Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO),
will impact thousands of ex-
patriates who have contribu-
tedto thesocial security sche-
meorare currently part of it.

The petitioners, which
included those from sectors
such as education, logistics,
real estate and technology,
argued that the provisions
are hit by Article 14 of the
Constitution dealing with
equality beforelaw.

“Their grievance Was
that international workers
are covered under the PF
scheme irrespective of sala-
ry drawn whereas domestic
workers who draw monthly
pay exceeding the prescri-
3 bed statutory ceiling (i.e. Rs
¢ 15,000 per month)are outside
i the purview. The petitio-
i ners further argued that in-

Twe Tymés of T
MAY 8) Lo

» An Indian employee

contribute 15,000 towards
PF, while a foreign

working overseas confci_rmes-m -

QUESTIONS GALORE

» Should international workers
stop contributing or those,

worker is made to make nds even before
acontributionon 4 attaining age of 58? Then,
the entire salaryis " what will happen to income
sgiscriminatory” and violative tax paid on such butions
of Article 14, says HC ruling and interest, says an expert
ternational workers work in and employee’s own contri-
India only for a limited pe- bution to PFexceedingRs 2.5
riod and requiring them to lakh and interest thereon on
pay contributions on their such excess contributions
entire global salary would have been subjected to tax,"”
cause irreparable injury” said Kuldip Kumar, partner
EY said in a note. The order at Mainstay Tax Advisors.
throws several challenges nan April 25order, Justice

for expat workers and govt.
“This ruling has much
larger ramifications as the
same is on the provisions in-
troduced 16 years back. To
name a few, should interna-
tional workers stop contri-
huting or those who contri-
buted earlier and left the co-
uniry can claim refunds
ayen before attaining age of
587 Then, what will happen
o income tax paid on such
contributions and interest
asfor the past few years emp-
loyer’s contribution to the
PF in excess of Rs 7.5 lakh

K S Hemalekha ruled that
Employees’ PF and Miscella-
neousProvisions Act, 1952 was
enacted toensure that employ-
ees withlower salary brackets
get retirement benefits and
“by no stretch of imagination,
could it be said that employe-
se” drawing a higher salary
should be given benefit under
the law. Tt said that para 83 of
EPF (dealing with internatio-
nal workers) “is in the nature
of subordinate legislation”

andcannotextendbeyondthe :

seope of thelaw
“ _when a ceiling amo-

.............
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workers
nal;: HC

ay Challenge

unt of Rs 15,000 per month
has been placed as a thres-
hold for an employee to bea
member to the scheme, para
83 of the EPF Scheme ought
not to have an unlimited
threshold for international
workers, while denying the
same benefit to Indian wor-
kers,” the order said.The
judgment said an Indian
employee working overseas
continues to contribute Rs
15.000 towards PE, while a fo-
reign worker is made tomake
4 contribution on the entire
salary is “diseriminatory”
and violativeof Articleld.

The HC dismissed as “un-
sustainable” the Centre’s
pitch on making the contri-
bution mandatory as a mea-
sureof reciprocity to honour
social security agreements.
As a result of the agree-
ments, employees from fore-
ign countries are gither ex-
empted from being members
or are allowed to withdraw
the corpuswhen theleaveIn-
dia, instead of waiting till
they turn 58 years. HC also
trashed Centre’s argument
which sought to draw a lin-
kage with journalists and ci-
ne workers, and said it could
not be extended to foreign
workers in India.

............................................
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Péppér spray a ‘daﬁggrdus weapon), sziys HC

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Citing a US
court ruling, the Karnataka
High Court observed recent-
ly that pepper spray was a
dangerous weapon, and re-
fused to quash investigations
in a criminal case registered
against C Ganesh Narayan,
one of the directors of jewel-
lery brand C Krishnaiah
Chetty & Sons (CKC & Sons),
and his wife Vidya Nataraj.
The petitioners were ac-
cused of attacking Randeep
Das,asecurity guard employ-
ed by CKC & Sons showroom

at Shivajinagar in Bengalu-
ru, and some labourers work-
ing on their compound wall
on April 29, 2023.

Both sides indulged in
verbal and physical fights,
during which Vidya alleged-

RED ALERT

ly used pepper spray.

On a complaint filed by
Das, a case was registered
against the petitioners under
IPC sections 323 (puni-
shment for causing hurt), 324
{caushmhurththweapms)
341 (wrongful restraint), 427

(mischief causing damage),
504 (intentional insult) and
506 (criminal intimidation).
Challenging the com-
plaint, the petitionersargued
they were forced to use pep-
per spray in defence and it is
protected under IPC section
100 (right to self-defence).
They claimed Das and
the othersattempted tointer-

fere with their property and

therewasinjurycausedtoVi-
dyaaswell.
“Pepperspray isundoubt-
edly a dangerous weapon.
Thereisnodetermination by
any law being laid down in

Page 181 of 373

this country with regard to
usageof pepperspraybeinga
dangerous weapon, but a
court in USA in People vs
Sandez (case)in 2018 has held
that noxious chemical
sprays, like pepper sprays,
are dangerous weapons,” the
judgeheld.

Rejecting the right to pri-
vate defence invoked by the
petitioners, Justice M Naga-
prasanna, citing a Supreme
Court ruling, said Vidya
could not have used pepper
spray “as prima facie, there
was no imminent threat or
dangerto her life”.
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Speclfyﬁt]mehne to pay damages

* for razed houses: HC to Assam

Mukut.Das@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: Gauhati high
court has directed Assam
govt to specify in a week the
“time by which compensa-
tion will be paid” to the six

families whose houses were the loss on account of demo-
demolished in Nagaon dis- lition of the houses of six '
trict in 2022. The houses people, The report remained
were demolished a day after under consideration of the
amob set Batadrava police  Assam govt told HC that the stategovtforalong time.
station ablaze in protest amount of compensation had Sources said the com-
against the custodial death  been determined and the pensation for a demolished
of afish vendor, Safiqul Is-  matter referred to finance dept  pucca house would be Rs 10
lam, on May 21, 2022. for payment of compensation lakh and Rs 2.5 lakh for a
Assam’s home and polit- = kuchcha house.
ical (A) department had mittee led by the chief secre- The police had filed a
submitted before a bench of tary was constituted by s chargesheet against 24 ac-
Chief Justice Vijay Bishnoi  govt last year to condu cused in connection with
and Justice Suman Shyam  investigation into the polies the arson. During the inves-
that theamount of compen-  stationarson caseanddemo- tigation, five houses were
sationhad beendetermined lition of the houses. The demolished by the police
and. that the matter had committee submitted its re- and administration stating
been referred to thefinance - port to the home and politi-  that they were illegally oc-
department for payment of  cal department in Jan 2024. cupyinggovt land.
compensation. The report was later submit- The next hearing has
‘one-man inquiry com-

tedtothe courtinasealeden-

T T PP,

velope by senior govt advo-
cate D Nath in Feb.
Pursuant to the report,
the home and political de-
partment wrote to the reve-
nue and disaster manage-
ment department to assess

been listed for May 14.



Tne Timés of Tnpmd Page 183 of 373
MAY 3, 200m

'SC:Endorsers
of products
must act with

L] -
responsibility
: NewDelhi: It isimperative
: for celebrities and public
: figures to act responsibly
: whileendorsing a consum-
: erproduct, Supreme Court
! said on Tuesday as it
¢ clamped down on mislead-
ingadvertisements.

The SC directed that be-
fore an advertisement is
permitted to be issued, a

i self-declaration be ab-
i tained from advertiserson”
i thelineof the Cable Televi-
: sien Network Rules, 18994,
i Rule7of thelaw stipulates
: anadvertisement code that
! says advertisements car-
¥ ried should be designed to
! be in conformity with the
laws of the country.
: “We are of the opinion
i that advertisers, advertis-
: ingagencies and endorsers
are equally responsible
for issuing false and mis-
leading advertisements,"”
thetopeourt said. pn

. »Lodge complaints’, P12

§
rrann
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‘Encourage consumers to lo

pContinued from P 1

| ties, influencers and
_spublic figures go a long
way in promoting products
and it is imperative for them
to act with responsibility
while endorsing any pro-

F ndorsements by celebri-

- ductin the courseof adverti-

sement and taking responsi-
bility for the same,” the
bench of justices Hima Koh-
li and Ahsanuddin Amanul-

. lahobserved.

The SC said the ministri-
esconcerned need tosetupa
specific procedure which

will encourage consumers
to lodge complaints regar-
ding misleading advertise-
ments be taken to their logi-
cal conclusion.

It said self-de-
clarationsby adver-
tisers shall be uplo-
aded on the 'Broad-
cast Seva' portal
which runs under
the aegis of the Mi-
nistry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting. Re-
garding advertisements in
the print media, the bench
said the ministry shall crea-
tea portal within four weeks

and advertisers shall file
self-declaration before issu-

ingany :

It also asked the health
ministry to file an affidavit
regarding complaints
received from 2018 on-
wards by FSSAL on
misleading advertise-
ments concerning fo-
od products .The
bench referred to the
Central  Consumer
Protection Authority guide-
lines includingthose related
to children-targeted adverti-
sements and duties of the
manufacturer, service pro-

Ciwmmsassssmashnaraiaass

Page 184 of 373

ge complaints’

vider, advertiser and adver-
tisingagency. It also perused
the affidavits filed by the mi-
nistries of Ayush, consumer
affairs and information and
broadcasting. During the he-
aring, the bench guestioned
theCentreoveran August 29,
2023 letter by Ministry of Ay-
ushaskingthelicensing aut-
horities not to take any ac-
tion under rule 170 of Drugs
and Cosmetics Rules, 1945,
The bench told Additio-
nal Solicitor General K M
Nataraj that the ministry
shall "forthwith" withdraw
the August 29 last year letter:

B T
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?/8C stays CBI probe

against state cabinet in
SSC recruitment scam

@timesgroup.com

; New Delhi: Supreme Court
i on Monday did not stay the
i Caleutta HC decision to junk
¢ appointment of over 25,000 te-
i achers in Bengal but stopped

¢ further probe by CBI into the

i recruitment scam asthe state
i apprehended that the central
i agency would destabilise govt
: byarrestingtheentirecabinet
: duringelectioneering.

Abenchof Chief JusticeD
: Y Chandrachud and justices J
i BPardiwalaand Manoj Misra
: stood firm in its prima facie
: view about massive irregula-
i rities in recruitment of tea-
: chersin 2016, as pointed out by
i an HC division bench, and
¢ brushed aside spirited argu-
i mentsfromanarray of senior
: advocates — Rakesh Dwivedi,
¢ Neeraj K Kaul, Dushyant Da-
¢ ve, Mukul Rohatgi, P S Patwa-
i lia and Jaideep Gupta — who

HCordercancellingtheentire

= B ] crea
tion of supéfﬂmnemry posts
to accommodate illegal appo-

»Whole process..., P8 _
intments. If necessary, CBI
will undertake custodial in-
terrogation of such persons
involved” — would lead to ar-
restof allministers ascabinet
had approved thenote on crea-
tion of supernumerary posts
on h&mamfman gmundsfor

"During eleetitms. CBI
willregister FIRsand theenti-
re cabinet will go to jail,” Dwi-
vedi said. The bench saw me-
rit in this argument and stay-
ed thisHC direetion.

S sought a complete stay of the

Page 186 of 373
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IProcess is replete wi

1

g T

PContinued from P 1

The SC bench of Chief
Justice D Y Chandra-
chud and Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
posted the SSC matter for
further hearing on May 6.
However, the SC did not in-
terfere with the other 13 di-

rections to CBI and mmced

no words on the pal-
pable irregularities |
intherecruitment.
Dwivedi, appear-
ing for state govt,
said CBI found 8,000
odd recruitments to
be irregular and asked how
HC cancelled the recruit-
ment of 25,000-odd teachers
onthisbasis. Thebench said,
“The whole process is re-

plete with irregularities.”
CJI Chandrachud added,
"Look at the process by
which the whole recruit-
ment was done. Originally,
NYSA (an agency) was ap-
pointed (for scanning and
evaluating OMR answer
sheets). Then Data Seantach
comes in and the staff selec-
tion commission says it does
77 not know how the sec-
| ond agency came in.
The OMR sheets are de-
stmyedhy theSSG‘The
mirror images (of
OMR sheets) are not
there on the server any
miore. People who are not on
the panel are recruited. This
is a complete fraud. Why
Were supernumerary posts
created even after irregular-

T ——
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ith 1rregular1t1es. SC

ities were found in the
mmﬁment?mtlm&temme
HC direction to CBI is to
probe further”

This led to the counsel for
the state and axed teachers
to vociferously argue that
those who were recruited
illegally should be segregat-
ed from the non-tainted
candidates.

Appearing for West Ren-
gal staff selection commis-
sion, senior advocate Jai-
deep Gupta said the commis-
sion could segregate tainted
and untainted candidates.
For a petitioner before the
HC, senior advocate Manin-
der Singh asked, “When the
OMR sheets are destroyed

and the mirror image data

fromservers are erased, how

will it segregate irregular
appointees?”

He said in a number of
Judgments, SC had set aside
the entire recruitment proc-
esswhen itwas impossibleto
segregate irregular appoint-
ments in a tainted recruit-
ment process.

The CJI raised the same
question butas the court had
overrun its business hour, it
asked the senior counse] ap-
pearing for Bengal and
teachers to divide among
themselves the issues they
would argue on May 6 for a
structured approach. “You
have to demonstrate before
the SC how the HC findings
are not based on evidence
and how they are wrong,” the
CdIsaid.

Ve
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aside ex-judge Ganguly’s order fining cops

Subrata Chattoraj | Tnn

i Kolkata: CalcuttaHigh Court
: on Monday set aside an order
by former HC judge Abhijit
: Ganguly,who hadfined the Eg-
: rasub-divisional police officer
i Rs 5 lakh for “harassing”
: Krishnendu Adhikari,statele-
¢ ader of opposition Suvendu
i Adhikari’selder brother,
: Ganguly joined BJP this
i March, He is the party’s can-
¢ didate in Tamluk, one of the
: Lok Sabha constituencies in
{ East Midnapore, the Adhika-
¢ ris’homedistrict.
A division bench of Chief
Justice T § Sivagnanam and
Justice Hiranmay Bhatta-

set aside former j
‘order as he had

such a situation was “uncal

charyya set aside Ganguly's
order as he had passed it wit-

hout giving “appropriate op-
portunity” to the state to file
itsaffidavit. The bench obser-
ved that such a situation was
“uncalled for”,

The bench directed the re-
gistrytolist Krishnendu's pe-
tition in an appropriate court
to be heard “afresh” after five
weeks in June and stayed the

notice sant to him uncler Sec-
tion 160 of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code till the matter
was heard outagain.

Egra cops had sent a noti-
ce to the assembly opposition
leader’s brother, asking him
to attend a questioning ses-
sion as a “witness” in a case
over poor thth;gmn t-he Me-

ved the former HC judge’s co-
urt in November 2023, pray-
ing for quashing of the police
notice as officers went be-
yond the case and asked him
to attend the session with the
records of 10 years’ income-
tax returns.

Ganguly admitted Suven-
du’s brother’s petition and
passed an order on the same
day, imposing Rs 5 lakh as
cost on the Egra SDPO for
“harassment”. “This is not-
hing but harassment. The po-
lice force was not created to
harass a citizen,” the former
judge observed.

o- pOrder passed, P10



HC rejects
Koustav affidavit
on MP remarks

Kolkata: The Calcutta
HC didn't entertain an af-
fidavit filed by lawyer Ko-
ustav Bagchi urging the
court to take suo motu

¢ cognizance of remarks

i made by a TMC MP aga-
¢ Inst the judiciary, reports
: Subrata i

H A division bench of
i Chief Justice TS Sivagna-
¢ nam and Justice Hiran-
: may Bhattacharyya inste-
- ad asked Bagchi to make
an application that would
betakenupalpngwithtwu
otherapplications. TheC.J
said: “You file an applica-
tion, We will hear it.”

Plo
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Reserve 33% bar association
posts for women, orders SC

New Delhi: SC on Thursday directed that at
least one-third of posts in the executive commit--
tee of Supreme Court Bar Association should be
reservedforwomen. The pollsarescheduled this .
month.SC directed that at least three out of nine
seats in the executive committee and two out of
six senior executive members be reserved for
women members of the Bar. tw




1

Can Succession Act be
applied to non-bchever_

Muslims’? SC to exar

.@tim&syrwp.cum

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday agreed to exami-

neacontentious issue— why

provisions of the secular In-
dian Succession Act do not
apply to a non-believer Mus-
lim who wants to divide pro-
perty equitably among his
children by discarding Mus-
lim Personal (Shariat) Appli-
cation Aet’ ssuecessmnpmw
sion that privileges sons,

As a Muslim woman nar-
rated the pitiable state she
and her father, both non-beli-
evers in Islam, found them-
selves in regarding the divi-
sion of property, a bench of
CJID Y Chandrachud chang-
ed tack from “we can’t give a
declaration that a non-belie-

-

ver Muslim would be gover-
ned by [SA™ and said the peti-
tmnhadraisedanmmortant
issue for adjudication by the
SC. “How can a secular law |
not apply to Muslims?” the |

bench asked and posted the =

matter for further hearing in
the second week of July: The
bench issued notice to Union
govt and requested attorney
general R Venkataramani to
depute a law officer to assist
the court,

N

>‘No authority", P 10
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“There’s no authority where non-believer Muslim can go’

»Continued from P 1

~The woman said she hada
brother who was afflict-
ed with Down Syn-
drome and she and her father
fook care of him.
Shesaidasper Shariat, the
laughter got only half the
share of what the sons are en-
litled to receive as successors
of their father, which meant

After reading Section 3 of Shariat
law, SC said if the father did not
make a declaration that heis a

Muslim, he could escape rigours
of Muslim personal law

the daughter would get one-
third.

Her counsel argued that if
“something happened to the

son”, then hisshare would not
go to her or her daughter, but
to some relative of her father.

“There is no authority where

my father can go and say that
he is a non-believer Muslim
and that he would like to give
effect to an equitable succes-
sion through the secular
ISA,” hesaid.

After reading Section 3 of
the Shariat law, SC said if fa-
ther does not make declara-
tion that he is Muslim, he
could escape the rigours of
Muslim personal law. The
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bench looked at Section 58 of
the ISA, which provides that
“testamentary succession to
property of any Muhamma-
dan” will not be covered by
this legislation. The SC real-
iSed that even if a non-believ-
erMuslimattemptstowriggle
out of the succession rights
under Shariat law, he would
still find it difficult to bring
himself underISAumhre]la./]
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# 19k kids awaiting adoptlon
in shelter homes: Govt toSC

Dhananjay.Mahapatra@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union govt has informed Su-
preme Court18,807 orphaned, abandoned
and surrendered children are awaiting
adoption in child care institutions (CCls)
across India of whom nearly 8,800 have
novisitationfrom their parents,

In Nov, SC had asked additional solic-
itor general Aishwarya Bhati to person-
ally ensure compilation of data on chil-
drenlodged in CCIs in every district.

Centre in its affidavit has told SC that
Tamil. Nadu CCIs housed the largest
number of such children at 1,541, fol-
lowed by J&K (1,035), Maharashtra
(1,007), UP (850}, Odisha (809), Rajasthan
(685), and West Bengal (423).

A question before SC, which is at-

tempting to speed up and smoathea the
abysmally slow and complicated adop-

tion process under Central Adoption Re-
source Authority (CARA), is whether
adoptionsunderthe Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act (HAMA) can be
brought under the supervision of CARA,
which at present monitors adoptions un-
der the Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act.
Opposing the suggestion from Piyush
Saxena of NGO ‘The Temple of Healing’,
Centresaid, “HAMA and JJ Actaresapa-
rate legal framewcrks governing adop-
tion. While HAMA is a personal law, J.J
Act is a secular and progressive law. HA-
MA specifically deals with ‘adoption
within the Hindu community and pro-
\ vides guidelines and procedures for Hin-

Nearly 8,800 children in childcare institutions
across India have no visitation from their
parents, the Centre said

dufamilies wishing to adopt.

P?“—

“While HAMA governs adoption
within the Hindu community; JJ Actap» i

pliesto all _'drm -irres*pectiveof their

religion
of care and m The adoption

process under JJ Act involves stringent
pmaedmam eﬁsmtheheﬁttzterests of
) 1g assessment, match-
ing and follow-up procedures conducted
by adoption agencies under the Act.”
Itsaid: “Prevalenceof openanddirect
adoptions under HAMA is indeed com-
mon, especially between known couples,
whether they ‘are relatives or otherwise.
While these adoptions may not require
e1 ?éfomaltties they can lead to le-

extensi
gal complications, particularly concern-

 property rights or succession rights

. "
: WMmd’m there were
tions under JJ Act and 19,424
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"Accused can raise ]uvemhty plea any time: HC

Bengaluru: Karnataka HC
‘has observed that an accused
can raise a plea any time that
he was a minor at the time of
the alleged offence and direct-
ed{heJuwnﬂeJusticeBoardto
consider afresh the case of a
rape-accused teen from Kampli
in Ballari district.

The teen was accused of

sexually assaulting a minor in

his neighbourhood. The case

was registered on a complaint
from the girl’s grandmother.
Since both the accused and the

survivor were aged about 16

and specific age proof was not
available about the suspect, an
ossification test was conduct-
ed, indicating his age between

a was already at the.m&e-of ar--
ans- gvnmnfs’é@r perusingmate-

rials on record and several Su-
preme Court judgments, Jus-

d tice M Nagaprasanna noted

that he should have been tried
under the Juvenile Justice
Act. On theoﬂrﬁha:mﬂ, prose-
cution aﬁgued that the trial

that the petitioner had never
attended school. Hence, his
school records weren’t a

ble. The judge suspended t
Pocso proceedings, L)
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»Continued fromP 1

‘ou can't just shrug vour
1 shoulders and say I ha-
ve conveyed the comp-
laint to the state authority
and it is for them to do what
they are doing,” the bench sa-
id. The bench told the IMA’s
counsel that while the associ-
ation is pointing fingers at
Patanjali, “the other four
fingers are also pointing at
you(IMA)”.

“It is not going to be all
just that there are FMCGs,
There is you and your mem-
bers who are prescribing me-
dicines on the strength of re-
commendations made for
which there isvaluable consi-
derationfrom what we under-
stand,” the bench said, ad-
ding, “If that is happening,
why should not we turn the

beam on you?”

The IMA's counsel said he
would look into this issue,

The bench also sought to
know from the Centre abouta
letter issued in August last
year by the Ministry of
Ayush to all the states/
UTs licensing authori-
ty and drug controllers
of Ayush. “Youhave sa-
id that in exercise of [
powers conferred... all
states/UTslicensing authori-
tiesare hereby directed not to
initiate/take any action un-
derrule170 of Drugsand Cos-
metics Rules, 1945, it said.

It referred to a statement
by aminister of state in Parli-
ament that there was ample
ground to protect the consu-
mers and steps have been ta-
ken to tackle advertisements
of Ayush drugs which are

SC: IMA docs prescribing expensive meds'

misleading. :

“What has weighed with
you todo this that henceforth
rule 170 will not be given ef-
fect to?” the bench asked, ad-
ding, “Can you do that? Is it
not arbitrary and co-
lourable exercise?”,

Centre what compla-
ints they have recei-
ved against other
FMCG firms and ac-

tion they have acted taken on

them,

During the hearing, Justi-
ce Amanullah observed, I
will not take the name of the
channel. It was flashing the
news that this is what is done
in the court today, and on the
side, the advertisement was
coming. What irony!”

The apex court is hearing
apleafiled in 2022 by the IMA

It also asked the

Page 196 of 373

: P

alleging a smear campaign
against the Covid vaccina-
tion drive and modern sy-
stems of medicine.

During the hearingon Tu-
esday, the top court also took
noteof an intervention appli-
cation seeking imposition of
Rs 1,000 crore cost on the IMA
forfiling the petition.

“Thave nothing todo with |
it. IT'have no idea,” senior ad- |
vocate MukulRohatgi, appea- :
ring for Yoga guru Ramdev
and his aide Balkrishna, told
the bench,

“We are very curious at
the timing of the applica-
tion,” the bench said, adding
that it would take up the app-
lication when the applicant is
present beforethe court.

The bench has posted the
matter for further hearing on
April 30, e

-

, ST
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cmldcare Ieave
. forwomenisa
lll _ l.u et I
mandate; SC
i New Delhi: The Supreme
¢ Court on Monday said two-
i year childcare leave, apart
i from mandatory maternity
i leave of 180 days, for a wo-
: man employee isa constitu-
i tional mandate and denial
¢ of such leave is akin to as-
¢ king her to quit henoh,
! ports Dhananjay Maha
* patra. This strong mmark
came from a bench of CJI D
Y Chandrachud and Justice
J B Pardiwala when petitio-
ner Shalini Dharmani, an
assistant professorinagovt
Himachal college, complai-
nedthatshehasachild with
Tare genetic disorder that
requires multiple surgeries
and constant care,
Dharmanjtallﬂheeom*t
that she has exhausted her
leaves and that the HP govt
had refused to grant her
childeareleave.

rmmﬁmnamvﬁ _
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f(:ourt clears 3 men of chargesunder MCOCA '

New Delhi: A court has acquitted three ac-

cused of charges under the stringent Ma-
harashtra Control of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), stating that Delhi Police had er-
roneously concluded that the they had
committed an organised crime.

The court of additional sessions judge
Pulastya Pramachala observed that the
confession statements of the accused,

which were admissible as evidence under
MCOCA, did not help cure the defect in
theprosecution’s case or prove the charges
againstthem. Thecourt was hearingacase
against Satender alias Baba, Ajeet and Ra-
hul, who were accused of running an orga-
nised crime s:mﬂicate ineluding collec-

P
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“Plea on dog ban P

order quashed

Kolkata: The Calcutta High.
Court on Monday dismissed a
petition challenging acentral
notification banning the im-
port, sale, and breeding of dog
breeds, including Pitbull,
Rottweiler, Terrier, Mastiffs,
and their crosshreeds, which
are generally considered
dangerous.

The Centre told Justice $a-

byasachi Bhattacharyya that
it has already rolled back its
notification and based on a
Delhi HC order, is seeking
fresh stakeholder oami_ulta
tions before 12 fresh or-
ders. Justice Bhattaaha;wa
said in light of the Centre’s
submissions, the petition has
become i
Reacting to the‘HC order,
PETA India in a statement
supported the ban, citing the-
se breeds’ use in illegal dog-
fightmg TNN —
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~ 0n SC prodding, 2k of 4.7k
MP/MLA cases settled in'23

1,746 Cases
Added Last Yr,
Pendency Rises

To 4.5K

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court’s
constant monitoring of pro-
gress in criminal case trials
against MPs and MLAs has
shown encouraging results
with designated courts giving
judgments in 2018 of 4,697
pending cases last year alone,

This reverses the trend of
the past, when cases against
former and sitting legislators
took years to be decided by
trial courts, allowing elected
representatives to econtinue
their political careers un-
mindful of the threat of dis-
qualification under Represen-
tation of the People Act upon
conviction in a corruption
case or conviction and sen-
tence of imprisonment for two
Or more years.

SC in 2013 had quashed
Section 8(4) of RP Act that al-
lowed convicted legislators,
who were sentenced to more
than two years, toretain their

18% (501) of 2,810

MiMs in
Phase-| and Phase-
Il have criminal

of these serious in nature

cases against them, with 12% | cases (59%)

AsofJan1,

3 ial

courts fiad
decided 43% of the

» Delhi courts achieved
almost 100% disposal of

criminal cases against
legislators Ia,st_year _
4,697 pending cases against Emﬁéﬁ“’wﬁm
former and sitting legislators disposal rates for criminal
> UP had the highest number easesaga]nst legislators

seat in the House if they filed
an appeal against conviction
in a higher forum within 90
days of the judgment, At pre-
sent, disqualification is auto-
matic on conviction and the
MP/MLA can get back his
seat in the House only if a
higher forum stays the con-
viction and sentence.
Compiling data with assist-
ancefrom advocate Sneha Kali-
taon pending casesagainst for-
mer and sitting MPs and
MLAs, amicus curiae and se-
nior advocate Vijay Hansaria
in his 20th report in the pet-
ition by Ashwini Upadhyay
told 8C that for Lok Sabha elec-
tions 2024 Phase-Iand Phase-11,
outof 2,810 candidates (Phase-1
- 1,618, and PhaseI - 1,192), 501
(18%) candidates have crimi-

nal cases against them, out of
which 327 (12%) are serious in
nature (punishable with im-
prisonment of five years and
more).

Hansaria detailed the en-
couragingtrend indisposal of
criminal cases against legis-
lators. Of thed,697 cases pend-
ing as on Jan 1, 2023, trial
courts had decided 2,018 cases
(43% ). However, another 1,746
cases were added against leg-
islators last year, taking the
pendency to 4,472,

Uttar Pradesh had the high-
est number of criminal cases
againstsittingand former MPs
and MLAs at 1,300, of which it
disposed of 766 cases (59%).
However;, as many as 610 fresh
cases against legislators found
their way to the designated

courts in the state, taking the
péndency to 1,146 cases, the
highest pendency of such
cases in states. !

Interestingly, Delhi courts
achieved almost 100% dispos-
al of suchcaseslastyearbyde-
ciding 103 of 105 pending
cases. However, another 108
were added to the tally taking
the pendency to 110. But the
disposal rate of cases last year
against legisiators remained
abysmal in Haryana (10%: five
out of 48), Himachal Pradesh
(11%; eight of 72), J&K (zero
out of 13), Odisha (12%: 56 of
440), Telangana (18%: four of
22), and Bihar (32%; 171 of
525).

Number of eriminal cases
pending trial against sitting
and former MPs/MLAs in UP
was1,144, Bihar 483, Maharash-
tra 424, Odisha 423, Kerala 334,
MadhyaPradesh 321, Tamil Na-
du and Karnataka 242 each,
and Jharkhand 151

Though trials have been ex-
pedited becauseof SCmonitor-
ing, the amicus curiae said
criminal cases against legisla-
tors did not reach the trial
stageas investigation was slow
in many eases. Hansaria in his
report informed the court
about a Punjab and Haryana
HC order expressing dismay at
the pace of investigation intc

such cases,

-
osa
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A Matter Of Trust
SC's varied verdicts on state acquisition of pvt properties
have been confusing. And people are suspicious of govts

ine-judge benches in the Supreme Court are infrequent. But
when they are formed and reach a decision, it should settle
substantive questions of law. Accordingto the National Judicial

Data Grid, there are 136 pending cases (main and connected matters)

for nine-judge benches. One such bench began its work this week to
+ settleanissue that's been a cause of confusion for over four decades.

Not always in harmony | This case gives a sense of how the
- intersection of laws and judicial interpretation doesn’t always
. lead to clarity. It sometimes leads to guestions over the efficacy of
. constitution benches.
; The origin goes back to 1977 when a seven-judge bench, inter- |
. breting Article 39(b), in a 4:3 decision concluded that privately ]
owned resources did not fall within the scope of material resources
of a community. In 1983, a five-judge bench relied on the minority
opinion to interpret some laws. This was upheld by a ninejudge
bench in 1997. However, in 2002, another bench wanted these
) . . inconsistent verdicts resolved. Over two
decadeslater, SChas got down to it.

Current case | Maharashtra in 1986
passed a law that allowed a state body to
' acquire certain properties for restoration
~ if 70% of owners consented. This law
stated that it aimed to fulfil the principles
L advocated by the Constitution’s Article
% 39%(b). A body representing property owners
"  challenged it, but there was no result.

In 2019, this law was amended again to make time-bound redevelop-
ment mandatory, failing which the state could take overthe property.

Eminent domain | SC’s bench will resolve accumulated
inconsistencies, but there’s a larger public policy issue at stake Jhe-
re. Every economically successful country has used the doctrine of
eminent domain. It means the state can acquire private property
to serve public interests. That’s been the prerequisite for trans-
formational infra development. The key however is that there has to
be trust in the claim that forcible acquisition of private property is
for apublic purpose.

Trust, missingelement | Property owners in Maharashtra who
arelitigating believe thelaw’s real intent is to help real estate firms,
Similar distrust among farmers has also stalled adjustments in
India’sland acquisition legislation.

SC’s inconsistency across benches has created avoidable delays.
It should end this time. But questions about efficacy will remain
because if people lack trust in a law’s intent, the answer lies in the
governance system.

7 =
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¢ SC mulls whether 9-) bench
can put Art 31 valldlty to test

Article Shields
39(h) & (c) Laws
From Legal Eye

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Wednesday witnessed an en-
grossing debate over the exist-
ing architecture of Article 81C,
added to the Constitution in
1971 to shield legislations fur-
thering objectives of Article
39(b) & 39(c) in Directive Prinei-
ples of State Paolicy from court
scrutiny for alleged violation
of fundamental rights under
Articles 14 (equality) and 19
(freedoms).

A nine-judge bench of
Chief Justice D Y Chandra-
chud and Justices Hrishikesh
Roy, BV Nagarathna, S Dhulia,
J B Pardiwala, Manoj Misra, R
Bindal, 8 C Sharma and A G
Masih, which had on Tuesday
categorically said that it would
not go into the controversy re-
lating to Article 31C, changed
tack and asked, “Is it not desir-
able that Article 31C’s validity
is put to rest by an authorita-
tive pronouncement from the
nine-judge bench?”

SC, which had on Tuesday categorically said it would net go into the cantro-

versy, said the 1980 Minerva Mills order had ‘created a conundrum’

Solicitor general Tushar

Mehta said the seven-judge -

bench in its Feb 2002 order re-
ferring interpretation of Arti-
cle 39%(b) to a nine-judge bench
had consciously omitted Arti-
cle 31C from the ambit of con-
sideration asthe13judge bench
in Kesavananda Bharaticasein
1973 had upheld the validity of
its core principle, What the
Bharati judgment invalidated
was the part that barred courts
from even serutinising wheth-
erthe legislations had any nex-
us with the objective of Article
39(b) toenjoy the shield.
Smarting under the ‘hasic
structure doctrine’ ruling in
Bharati case that eircum-
scribed Parliament’s power un-
der Article 368 to amend the
Constitution, Indira Gandhi
govtinDec1976, through the in-

famous 42nd constitutional
amendment, expanded Article
31C’sambitby which nolegisla-
tionfurthering anyof the goals
enshrined in the entire Direc-
tive Principleschapter could be
challenged in court.

SC in Minerva Mills case in
1980 struck down the amend-
mentsasviolativeof the ‘basic
structure doctrine’ but creat-
ed an ambiguity as to whether
Article31C was struckdown in
its entirety or only that part
which was inserted in 1976.
CJI Chandrachud referred to
this and said, “Minerva Mills
created a conundrum regard-
ing Article 31C.”

Mehta stuck to his guns and
said within months of Minerva
Mills judgment, the SC in Wa-
man Rao case ruled that “Arti-
cle 31C of the Constitution, as it

stood prior toits amendment by
Section 4 of the Constitution
(42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, is
valid to the extent to which its
constitutionality was upheld in
Kesavananda Bharati. Article
31C, as it stood prior to the Con-
stitution (42nd Amendment)
Actdoes not damage any of the
basic or essential features of
the Constitution or its basic
structure”.

The bench asked whether
Minerva Mills made any provi-
sion for revival of Article 31C
after it struck down the entire
amended version. Mehta cited
the National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission Act that
had replaced the court-crafted
collegium system for selection
of constitutional court judges.
He said when the SC struck
down NJAC Act, it had ruled
that the collegium system au-
tomatically revived. He argued
that striking down the amend-
ed portion of Article31C would
revive the provision as it exist-
ed prior to the 1976 amend-
ment. Attorney general R Ven-
kataramani and senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedisaid once
the validity of the provision
was upheld by a 13-judge
bench, it would not lie within
the domain of a nine-judge
bench togo into it again. .
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~Won't go by Marxist
interpretation’ of wealth

redistribution, says SC

@timesgroup.com

i New Delhi: With political slu-
i gfest avérmdisu'ihut_iono{ we-
: alth escalating, Supreme Cou-
: rt on Wednesday said it would
: not adhere to Justice V R
¢ Krishna Iyer's 1977 Marxian
i interpretation of Article 39(b)
i of the Constitution thata com-
i munity’s “materialresourees’
: would include private proper-
i ties for reallocation to subser-

rective Principlesof State Poli-
gy anine-judge benchof CJID
jo ¥ Chandrachud and justices
¢ Hrishikesh Roy, B V Nagara-
i thna, S Dhulia,J B Pardiwala,
¢ Manoj Misra, R Bindal, §C
i Sharma and A G Masih said
. theremustbe adistinction bet-

held in trust by the present ge-

PERSONAL

neration for future genera-
ﬁmmﬂpﬁvately'ownedm
pentst“WBdant have to go as
far as the Marxist socialist in-
na Iyer [in Rangan anatha Reddy
caseof 1977]," the CJlsaid.

» ‘Not a vehicle’, P 6

F4-
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- surrendering before god a ground
for relief to death row convict?

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

Lawyers Question Orissa HC

New Delhi: Can offering of
namaz many times a day by a
36-year-old condemned pris-
oner, convicted of raping and
murdering a six-year-old girl,
be one of the grounds for com-
mutation of his death sen-
tence to life imprisonment?
This question was thrown by
lawyers at a recent Qrissa HC
judgment which cited “he is
offering prayer to god many
times in a day and he is ready
to accept the punishment as
he has surrendered before
god” as a ground to conclude
that the case be not categor-
ised as ‘rarest of rare’ one,
which alone attracts capital
punishment.

A division bench of Justic-
esSK Sahooand RK Pattanaik
upheld the trial court’s order
convicting Shaikh Asif Alifor
rape and murder of the child

There is no cogent evidence that
the appellant is beyond reform
and rehabilitation, the HC said

and 302/376 of IPC as also sec-
tion 6 of Pocso Act. However, it
ordered that the convict, who
was 26-years-old at the time of
crime in 2014, will be kept in
jail till his death. It asked the
state govt to pay Rs 10 lakh to
the vietim's parents.

Apart from the daily offer-
ing of namaz and surrender-
ingtogod for punishment, the
bench listed out several other
grounds to justify commuta-

Order To Commute Sentence

tion of the death sentence to
life imprisonment. It said,
“He is a family man and hav-
ing an old mother aged about
63 years and two unmarried
sisters and he was the sole
bread earner of his family
and working as a colour mis-
tri in Mumbai and the finan-
cial condition of the family is
not good.”

“His character and con-
duct wasgoodinschoolandhe
passed matriculation in the
year 2010. He could not contin-
ue his higher studies due tofi-
nancial problems in the fam-
ily. He was a good cricket and
football player during his
teenage years. Even though
he is in judicial custody for
about ten years, reports sub-
mitted by jail superintendent
and the psychiatrist indicate
that his conduct and beha-
viour inside prison isnormal,
his behaviour towards co-
prisoners as well as staff is

cordial and he is maintaining
every discipline of the jail ad-
ministration.”

“Neither there is any ad-
verse reportagainst him dur-
ing the entire period of con-
finement nor he has commit-
ted any prison offence. He is
offering prayer to god many
times in a day and he is ready
to accept the punishment as
he has surrendered before
god,” said Justice Sahoo, who
authored the judgment.

“There is no cogent evi-
dencethat the appellant is be-
yond reform and rehabilita-
tion. Considering the entire
facts and eircumstances, the
aggravating circumstances
and mitigating circumstanc-
es, it cannot be said that capi-
tal punishment is the onlyop-
tion for theappellantand that
the option of imprisonment
for life will not suffice and is
wholly disproportionate,”
the HC said.

£
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R f v
Drugs Disorder

SC unswayed by U'khand govt's action on Patanjali
ads. Why did regulator need court orders to act?-

esterday, Supreme Court was unsparing in its takedown of
YUttarakhand’s state licensing authority over its inaction in |
cracking down on Patanjali and its associate ayurved factory |
Divya Pharmacy’s malpractices. “It was only after our order that you

realised that there isalaw—Drugsand Magic Remedies Act,” SCsaid.

Ban on ads | Yoga trainer-‘activist’-businessman Ramdev’s

project Patanjali has for years advertised its full range of ayurved

- drugs, across every medium available. Indian law in very clear
terms bans advertising, direct or indirect, in any form, for arange
of diseases and conditions, regardless of (1) efficacy of drug (2)

promise of cure or therapy. The Drugs and Magic Remedies

j Act (Objectionable Ads) states that for

54 conditions/ diseases, advertising of any
cure ortherawishanned.
| SC h&sbeenhearmgmdian

agamstPataniali’sﬁiis&eadmgads including
its claim to have completely cured diabetes
and esthma thmugh medicine and yoga.

Act, 1954. Gwen tha case’s g
stmngly criticised Patanjali fc
claims and ads against modern
2023 of afine of Zlcrif Ramdevand
The upshot | Uttarakhand’s lic
mid-April it had suspended
14 drugs, under Rule 159(1) of
SC remains unimpressed, as !
drug inspectors of Indian me ody
. . failed the public it serves innot acﬁng &gﬂiﬂst?at&njall atthe ﬁrst
appearanceof anad that’s banned inlaw.
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/sC: Promotion not a right, no.
criteria stated in Constitution

‘Legislature, Executive Free To Decide Norms Depending On Post’

phananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
has said that the Constitu-
tion is silent on criteria for
granting promotion to govt
servants and ruled that the
legislature and executive

are free to decide the norms.

for promotion keeping in
view the nature, functions
and requirements of a pro-
motional post.

A bench of CJID Y Chan-
drachud and Justices J8
pardiwala and Manoj Misra
in a recent judgment said,
“In India, no govi gervant
can claim promotion agtheir
right because Constitution
does not prescribe criteria
for filling seats in promo-
tional posts. The legislature
or the executive may decide
the method for filling vaean-
cies to promotional posts
based on the nature of em-
ployment and the functions
that the candidate will be ex-
pectedto discharge.”

It said the judiciary can-
not sit in review to decide
whether a policy adopted for
promotion is apt for selec-
ting the ‘best candidates’, ex-

istock

5C said that ‘there is assumption that lon

g-serving employees have shown

loyalty to employing arganisation & so are entitled to reciprocal treatment’

cept on the limited ground
where such a policy ap-
peared to violate the princi-
ple of equal opportunity,
guaranteed under Article 16
of the Constitution. While
deciding disputes over selec-
tion of districtjudges in Guj-
arat, the bench said the prin-
cipleof seniorityasa param-
eter of selection for promo-
tion derived from the belief
that competence is related to
experience and that it limits
scope o favouritism.

Writing the judgment,
Justice Pardiwala said,
«There is always an addi-
tional assumption that long-
serving employees have

demonstrated loyalty to the
employing organisation and
<0 so are entitled to reciproc-
al treatment.” He said over
the years, SC has consistent-
ly ruled that where promo-
tion is based on the principle
of ‘merit-cum-seniority’ 2a
greater emphasis is placed
on merit, Similarly, in the
principle of ‘geniority-cum-
merit’, agreater‘emphasis is
laid on seniority.

“The terms ‘merit-cum-
seniority’ or ‘seniority-cum-
merit’ are not statutorily
defined by legislature. These
principles are judicial
connotations  that have
evolved over a period of

years through various deci-
sions of this court & HCs
whilst dealing with matters
of promotion pertaining to
different statutes and ser-
viceconditions,” bench said.

It was quick to clarify
that the above two parame-
ters are not mandatory since
these are not backed by law
enacted by legislature.
These are products of judi-
cial interpretation, which
evolved while dealing with
different types of promotion
policies, SC said.

“The principle of ‘merit-
cum-seniority’ and ‘seniori-
ty-cum-merit’ are a flexible
and a fluid concept akin to
broad principles within
which the actual promotion
policy may be formulated.
They are not strict rules or
requirements and by no
‘means can supplant or take
the place of statutory rules
orpd].iciesthathavebeenfur—
mulated, if any. These prin-
ciples are dynamic innature
very much like a spectrum
and their application and
ambit depends upon the
rules, the policy, the nature
of the post and requirements
of seht;vwe, SC stated. A
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SC to states: Meet on June 5.
to resolve Del water crisis

urgent meeting of UYRB

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Resolution of the
water crisis in the parched
national capital will begin a
day after the country elects a
new govt as the Supreme Co-
urton Monday ordered Upper
Yamuna River Board (UYRB)
comprising all stakeholder
states to meet on June 5
to address Delhi govt's dis-
tress demand for additional
watersupply.

While the BJP govt of Ha-
ryana maintained “there is
no shortage of agreed supply
of water from it to National
Capital Territory of Delhi”,
the Congress govt of Hima-
chal Pradesh volunteered to

. supply excesswater available
: with it to Delhi through carri-

er canals in Haryana. Delhi’s
governing party AAP and
Congress are partof the INDI
Alliance for Lok Sabha polls.
Appearing for NCT Delhi, se-

-\{ior advocate A M Singhvisa-

Solicitor general
Tushar Mehta said if
the Delhi govt
tightened its belt
and plugged a
whopping 52%

in distribution of
supplied water,
there would be
no crisis

id HP’s offer to provide sur-
plus water is not only gracio-
us but reflective of cooperati-
vefederalism. ]
Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta said if the Delhi govt
tightened its belt and plugged
awhopping 52% loss in distri-
bution of supplied water, the-
re would be no crisis. A vaca-
tion bench of Justices Pras-
hant K Mishraand K V Viswa-
nathan  asked  solicitor
general Tushar Mehta, who
appeared for Union and Hary-
ana govt, for convening of an

comprising member of Cen-

tral Water Commission as :

chairman, and one nominee
each of UP, Uttarakhand, Ha-
ryana, Rajasthan and Hima-
chal. It directed convening of

the meetingon June5andso- !

ught a status report of the

steps taken to resolve the wa- :

ter crisis by June 6, the next

date of hearing on the peti-

tion filed by Delhigovt.

Mehta said the issue is :
already under consideration :

of UYRB and Himachal Pra-

desh has been asked to find :
outthesurpluswateravailab- :

lewithit. :
The Arvind Kejriwal go

had moved SC seeking a di-
rection to Haryana for “im-
mediate and continuous rele-
ase of water at Wazirabad
barrage, including but not 1i-
mited to the full surplus wa-
ter provided by Himachal
Pradesh for NCT Delhi” for
mitigation of water crisis in

thenational capital. /
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Need to prove adultery

pics of spouse are real: HC

New Delhi: In the era of deepfakes, pho-
tographs placed by a spousealleging adul-
tery by the other partner would have to be
proved by way of evidence, DelhiHigh Co-
urt has said. The court’s observation
came while dealing with a man’s conten-
tion that his estranged wife was living in
: adultery

3 The HC dismissed the appeal of the
: husband challenging a family court’s or-
der directing him to pay Rs 75,000 mainte-
nance to his wife and minor daughter.

As the counsel for the

husband drew the court’s
attention to eertain pho-
tographs of his wife, a
bench of justices Rajiv
Shakdher and Amit Bansal
said; “It is not clear as to
: whether the respondent/ wife is the per-
! son in the photographs, as alluded to by
the counsel for the appellant/ husband.”
: “Wemay take judicial noticeof thefact
: that we are living in the era of deepfakes
¢ and,therefore, thisisanaspectthat theap-
¢ pellant/ husband, perhaps, would have to
: provebywayof evidencebefore thefamily
court,” the HC said.

Deepfake technology allows for the
creation of realistic videos, audio recor-
dingsand imagesthat canmanipulate and
mislead viewers by superimposing the
likeness of one person onto another, alte-

‘We may take judicial notice of
the fact that we are living in
the era of deepfakes and,
therefore, this is an aspect
that the appellant/ husband,
perhaps, would have to prove
by way of evidence before the
family court’, the HC said

ring their words and actions, thereby pre-
senting a false narrative or spreading mi-
sinformation.

Asked by the benich whether this aver-
ment of adultery found mention in the
husband's reply to the wife’s plea under
the Hindu Marriage Act, the man’s coun-
sel conceded that there was no mention of
this aspect inthereply.

Thebenchnoted that sincethe petition
instituted by the husband for divorce is
pending adjudication, if thisissueispres-
sed, the court may give opportunity to the
parties to place their evidence on record
insupportof their respective cases.

“Notably, this aspect, which is vehe-
mently pressed before us, almost as a mea-
sure of desperation to wriggle out of the
obligation cast in the impugned judg-
ment, finds no mention in the impugned
judgment (of family court),” the high co-
urtsaid. rmi

Pé
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Bombay HC allows ’06 train blast
convict to appear for LLB exam

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: In a rare arrange-
ment permitted on Monday
by Bombay High Court, a
Mumbai July 11, 2006, train
blast conviet — Mohammed
Sajid Ansari — who is serv-
ingalife sentence in the high-
security Nashik central pris-
on, can appeat for the 2nd Se-
mester LLB exam on June 12,
2024. A special invigilator ap-
pointed by Mumbai Universi-
ty willbe present at the prison
premises. Noting the extraor-
dinary nature of the .proce-
dure being adopted to enable
the convict, incarcerated for
17 years, to take his Family
Law-I exam on Wednesday, a

| Deshpande
placed the mat-
ter for further directions on
July 1. This is to consider the
Prison authority’s suggesti-
on to involve the Bar Council
of India (BCI) in working out
a long lasting mechanism so
that prisoners keen to study
don’t have to knock on the
court’s doors each time and
may be permitted toappear in
the prison premises itself.
Ansari's senior counsel,
Mihir Desai, sought parity
with a co-accused lodged in
Nagpur central prison who

had been allowed to appear
for the third-year law exam.

On May 10, the counsel for
the University of Mumbai, to
consider whether Ansari
could appear for the exam on-
line after senior counsel for
the Anti-Terrorism Squadop- .
posed his physical visit to a
college citing concerns, as he
said he was a high-risk blast
case convict.

Rodrigues informed HC
that a committee appointed
by the MU deputed an invigi-
lator to the prison. The ques-
tion paper would be emailed
to the jail superintendent 15
minutesbeforethe exam,and
the exam will beginunderthe
supervision of the invigila-
tor with additional security .
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g HC: Art 2 lets adults g0

T T RT T

anywhere, with anyone

Pra.yagraj Quashingan g 3
i for kidnapping,
i High Court said that no one

could restrain an adult from
going anywhere they like,

. staying with a person aﬂ
. their choice, or so sing
: marriage according to their
¢ will or wish, as this was a
i right which flows from Arti-
cle 21 of the Conmstitution,

which provides protection of

life and personal liberty. re-
' ports aneﬂh Kumar Pan-

Mak’ln_g this observation
last week, a division bench
comprising justices JJ Mu-
nir and Arun Kumar Singh
Deshwal criticised a judicial
magistrate for sending an
adult woman from Siddarth-

nagar, the first petitioner in
the case, to her uncle’s home.
Theuncle, who is third re-
spondent, had lodged an FIR
against her husband, who is
d petitioner in this
woman had said
. £ for her life if sent
to her uncle's or parent's
home.

The court added that the

jndicial magistrate was duty
bound to get an FIR regis-
tered against the uncle. Em-

phasising that ‘honour kill- |
ing’ in such matters is “not

an unknown phenomenon”,
the court added that Sidd-
harthnagar SP and SHO
were equally answerable for

not taking action against the |

woman'suncle.
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‘State policy encourages encroachments HC
*junks Maha govt bid to take over church land

Rosy Sequeira@timesgroup.com Feb2022 sayingtheCEOwasin  redevelopment  was not

i Mumbai: Upholding the right
i of a landowner to redevelop-

ment, Bombay HC has struck

down the state Slum Rehabil-
i itation Authority’s proposed

acquisition of a portion of

: land belonging to Mount Mary

Church, Bandra (W) to reha-
bilitate slum dwellers. While

{ doing so, it rapped the state
i govt for recognising the

right of slum-dwellerstore-

i habilitation over the right
i to property, and said the

state policy encourages en-

i croachments.

“The Slum Rehabilitation

i Authority is directed to recog-

nise the preferential rights of
the petitioner to undertake re-
development of its land,” said

. Justices Girish Kulkarni and

Jitendra Jain in Wednesday’s
verdict on a petition by Bishop

John Rodrigues, sole trustee

and rector, Basilica of Our La-
dy of the Mount.

The judge held as “illegal
and invalid” SRA CEOQ Satish
Lokhande’s March 2022 order
rejecting the trustee’s objeec-

. tion to the proposed land ac-

quisition. They said it was not
open to the CEO to refuse to
grant the petitioner*“anoppor-
tunity to undertake redevelop-
meg,t;’ in the “legal capacity as

#
"ILLEGAL & INVALID'
> In Dec 2020, SRA proposes
acquisition of 1,596 sq m land
that has 35 structures, 7 bldgs
» Church rector files appeal.
While it's pending, SRA CEO
issues public notice inviting
objections to acquisition
» Rector moves HC, says their
composite devpt scheme ignored
» HC says proposed acquisition
‘unwarranted' and the *hurriedly
taken' SRA decision is ‘illegal
owner of the land.” They said
SRAs approach of “foisting
compulsory land acquisition™
amounted to a complete nega-
tion of the right (to property)
under Article 300A and held
the state policy asone that “en-
couraged” encroachments.Of
the church-owned 10,729sqm,
SRA proposed acquisition of
1,596 sg m on which stand 35
structures (which now com-
prise the Shri Kadeshwari
CHS (proposed) and 7 build-
ings In Dec 2020, SRA de-
clared it a slum rehabilita-
tion area. While the trustee’s
appeal was pending before
the Apex Grievance Redres-
sal Committee, the CEO is-
sued a public notice inviting
ohjections to the acquisition
of land.

The trustee moved HC in

a hurry to acquire the land un-
der the Slum Act and its com-
posite development scheme
for the entire land was being
ignored. In March 2022, the
CEOrejected the trustee’s ob-
jection. _

The judges said the record
is replete with material to

show the trustee had ex-

pressed willingness to redevel-
op the land and rehabilitate
the slum-dwellers as part of
composite development. Se-
nior advoeate Milind Sathe ar-
gued that the trustee as lan-
downer has preferential right,
settled by law, to redevelop the
land. The judges said the case
is a “glaring example™ of how
& 120-day restriction could not
be applied as the land was de-
clared a slum amid the pan-
demic.

They said considering Su-
preme Court’s orders extend-
ing limitation during the pan-
demic “it isquite astonishing”
how the SRA CEO issued a no-
tice and further reckoned on a
120-day limitation. “In our
opinion, the acquisition...is
totally unwarranted. Thedeci-
sion of the SRA was hurriedly
taken, hence, is patently ille-
gal,” they added.

The judges said the trust-
ee's proposal for composite

barred by law. “To our mind,
it is also unconscionable that
an pwner of the land repeat-
edly knocking the doors of
the SRA, that it intends to un-
dertake redevelopment is
shown the exit door, by issu-
inganotice under... the Slum
Act,” they added.

The judges directed that af-
ter the trustee submits a rede-
velopment proposal within 8
weeks, SRA shall consider it
within 6 weeks “so develop-
ment of slums on the petition-
or's land can be carried out as
expeditiously as possible.”

The judges said, “once a
privateland isdeclaredaslum,
strangely the encroachment
onitgets converted intoalegit-
imate right of a free tenement
to the encroacher under govt's
slum policy™

“State policy...has en-
couraged encroachment-
s...and in fact has resulted in
large govt lands being si-
phoned out from the ‘State
pool’ and equally private
lands being completely lostto
its owners,” they added. The
judges said rights of rehabil-
itation of slum dwellers un-
der State policy cannot have
recognition over and above
right to property under Arti-
cle 300A of the Constitution.

........................................... e e T L P bbbt bt
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Treat transgenders *
as spl category, ease | -
hiring norms: HC

Sureshkumar.K
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Transgender
people should be treated
as a special category, irre-
spective of caste, and ex-
tended reqguisite benefits
in education and employ-
ment, Madras high court
ruledThm'sday while ask-
ing the Tamil Nadu [T
govt to direct all
recruiting agencies
to make and notify
thischange.

“The age relaxa-
tion extended to
other special categories
shall also be extended to
them. Transgenders, at no
point of time in future,
shall be clubbed withmale
or female,” Justice V Bha-
vani Subbaroyan said.

- The judge cited Su-
preme Court’s judgment
in the 2014 case filed by the
National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) to le-
gally recognise people
who fall outside the male/
female gender binary, in-
cluding those who identi-
fy asthe “third gender”.

Justice  Subbaroyan
noted that despite the
apex court recognising
transgenders as a sepa-

-

rate category, neither the
state nor the Centre had
formulated guidelines to
ensure they get uniform
employment opportuni-
ties. In many cases, guide-
lines issued in the

NALSA case have been |
“misconstrued”, the |

judge pointed out.
SC directed the Centre
] and states to take
stepstotreat trans-
gemler people as a
socially and educa-
tionally backward
class and extend
* the benefits of res-
ervation in admission to
educational institutions
'andempluyment

But in various states,
transgender people are
clubbed with the back-
ward community or the
caste to which they be-
long, Justice Subbaroyan
said. The HC passed theor-
deronapleaby R Anushri,
a transgender person,
challenging a 2017-18
Group II recruitment
exercise by the Tamil
Nadu Public Service
Cﬂmmissmn

The petitioner alleged

that she wasn't consid-
ered for recruitment in
the special category.
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‘Fair criticism is privileged, won't cause defamation’
jak, but “do not know when,
where and in which book,
Sant Kabir has written this
rhymed doha of throwing out
CoronafromIndia.” b L amon

Seeking guashing of the mentsof society
FIR, Walia had contended be-

pContinued fromP 1

jay Walia had mentio-
Aned in his social media
post that he had read

Sant Kabir in Kabir Wani,
Sakhi, Sabad, Raimaniand Bi-

P

 Voice of dissent
against a public rep
can’t be silenced; HC

Ajay.Sura@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: The Punjab
and Haryana High Court has
observed that voice of dis-
sent against or criticism of
actsof apublicrepresentati-
ve cannot be silenced by the
institution of criminal pro-
ceedings merely because it
is “not palatable to the per-
son holding the position of
dominance”.

Justice Vinod S Bhard-
waj made the observation
while guashing an FIR aga-
inst govt teacher Ajay Walia
for criticising the then MP
from Kurukshetra and cur-
rent Haryana CM Nayab Sai-
niand his wife Suman Saini
for misquoting Sant Kabir
Dass in an advertisement
issued during the Covid-19
pandemic.

Justice Bhardwaj also
observed that a member of
Parliament or legislative as-
sembly is deemed a public

fore the HC thatamere expres-
sion of dissent or disagree-
ment cannot be construed as
‘an offence of promoting hat- and attention... is privileged

ed amongst different seg- and would notamount to defa-
mation...,” said Justice Vinod
S Bhardwaj.

red
“Bona fide, fair and const-

servantandhisactsareame-
nabletopubliccriticism and
public review.

Virtually reprimanding |

Haryvana police for being
“unfair”, the HC observed
that in this case, the police
“had not carried out a fair
job" and instead were worri-
ed about earning the disple-
asure of a person in the seat
of power in the event of a
proper investigation being
done.

P ‘Fair criticism’, P 7

Petitioner Ajay Walia
was booked by Haryana poli-
ce on Ma}f 9, 202[1, on the
complaint of Kehar Singh,
president of Saini Sabha,
Naraingarh, for posting a
critical post on social media
about an advertisement is-
sued on behalf of Nayab Sai-
ni and his wife. Walia is a
govt teacher from Naraing-
arh in Haryana's Ambala
district.

P+

ructive criticism of members
of the publie, in a democratic
country, made with due care
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HC to WBBPE secy: Arrange

for intervi

»Continued from P 1

ustice Mantha noted
that SC had declared in

a 2014 case that ‘hijras’

d eunuchs be treated as
“third gender” for the pur-
pose of safeguarding their
rights under Part Ill of the
Constitution.

Theapex court had also
upheld a transgender per-
son’s right to decide their
self-identified gender and
directed Centre and state
gOVts to grant legal recog-
nition of their gender
identity —male, female or
third gender.

Justice Mantha noted
that the Supreme Court

sons as socially and educa-
tionally backward classes
of citizens, and to “extend
all kinds of reservation in
cases of admission in edu-
cational institutions and
for public appointments.”
The state’s department
of women and child deve-
lopment and social welfa-
re, on November 30, 2022,
had issued a notification
that fransgender persons
were entitled to equal op-

ew of petitioner

portunity of employment
without any discrimina-
tion, the state chief secre-
tary had informed the

The court said it was
clear from the notification
that the state itself had
adopted a policy of equal
treatment in employment
to transgender persons —
but no reservation had yet
been done, in accordance
with the Supreme Court
order. Justice Mantha also
directed the secretary of
the West Bengal Board of
Primary Education to ar-
rangefor interview and co-

selling of the petitioner

asaspecial case,

R
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Produce 195 bof;iﬁes
before HC, seeks
habeas corpus plea

Vijayawada: In a first in
Andhra Pradesh, a habeas
corpus petition was filed be-
fore the AP High Court seek-
ing directions to produce 195
bovines, including oxen and
calves, before the court, re-
ports Srikanth Aluri. The
petitioners contended that
police illegally held the ani-
mals captive. A habeas cor-

pus petition is filed before a
high court or Supreme Court
to produce a person beforethe

court in cases of illegaldeten-
tion or missing persons.

In this case, animal lovers
Surabattula Gopala Rao and
Thota Suresh Babu, both resi-
- dents of Vijayawada, moved

animals. The petitioners al-
leged that they found a huge
number of bovineson theout-
skirts of Vijayawada on June
16 and on further inquiry
learnt that the animals were
being transported for slaugh-
teringon Junel’y.

The animals were not fit
for slaughtering as many of
them were found to be below
10 years of age while some
others were suffering from
lumpy skin disease. The pet-
itioners approached the local
veterinary officer for certifi-
cation which is mandatory

for slaughtering. Thepetition |

alleged that the police, with-

out following due procedure, |

HC contending t t mlicﬁ shifted the animals to an un-
\H&d unlawfully detain e disclosed location.
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~"Transwoman who moved high

court welcomes quota order

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Mrinal Barik, the frans-
woman who once resorted fo beg-
ging at crossroads to eke out a li-
ving and now sustains herself by
imparting tuition in Kashipur, is
elated that her petition at the Cal-
cutta High Court has borne fruit.
This is anticipated to have a profo-
und impact on her existence, as
well as on others within the com-
munity. The HC directed the Bengal
govt to guarantee a 1% quota for
» transgenders in all public employ-
ment. Other members of the trans
community are equally optimistic
about afavourable impact.

Barik succeeded in the TET 2014
and also in the TET 2022. In his or-
der, Justice Rajasekhar Mantha
had directed “the Secretary, West
Bengal Board of Primary Educa-
tion to arrange for interview and
counselling of the petitioner as a
special case and recruit her as an
Assistant Teacher in the primary
section. Let a decision be taken by
the Secretary, WBBPE immediate-
ly upon receipt of a copy of thisor-
der. The petitioner’s appointment
shall be made against present futu-
re vacancies. Let appropriate re-
laxation bemadeinthe instantcase
for the petitioner by the Principal
Secretary, School Education De-
partment to ensure her appoint-
ment”™.

Born in Midnapore, Barik, after
completing higher secondary edu-
cation, aspired tobecomea teacher.

Nmt thatambition was unfulfilled.

aaen

A file photograph of a pride march in Kolkata

CalcuttaHCto
govt: Ensure 1%
transgender job
quota in Bengal

TNN & Agencies

Transgenders face ostracism in so-
ciety. Before the lockdown, 1 was
compe]lecl to beg at intersections,”

tered parents who feamd&helrkids
would be corrupted if they were
senttome,’ Eanksaid.ﬁhethcught

ssignment
surgery. “But it requires money
For someone with a hand-to-mouth

B T LT

existenae, it is a luxury ta think of

this,” shesaid.
Barik’s lawyer Sabyasachi
Chatterjee described the order as
“progressive”. “It creates a scope
for recognition. I am hopeful that
Mrinal will get a job. Most trans-
genders face hostility at home and
often can’t continue with their stu-
dies. This kind of an order will give
them hope,” Chatterjee told TOI, !
Riya Sarkar, Bengal's :
first transgender presiding officer :
who teaches at Khardah Bandipur :
Ideal Academy for Girls (HS), said, :
“The order will goalong way inen- |
suring wecan live withdignity.”
Manabi Bandyopadhyay, princi-
pal of Dhola Mahavidyalayaandvi- :
ce-chairperson of West Bengal :
Transgender Persons Develop- !
ment Board, told TOI, “I welcome
the order but1will also say that our
stategovt hasalways triedto befair
anddo everythj:ug inthe interestof
traxtsgenders




Page 227 of 373

Y

) )

THE TIMES of IrDIA
D'erdé 2y 2e

6

TIMES Special

Himanshi.Dhawan@timesgroup.com

t has been a hard summer
for lawyers, and it's not just
the weather to blame. In-
stead of heading off to colo-
nial-era hill stations for a
month-long holiday, they have
been forced to spend hours-un-
learning colonial-era laws.

From July 1, three new crimi-
nal laws — Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and
Bharativa Sakshya Adhiniyam —
will replace the Indian Penal Code,
Code of Criminal Procedure and
the Indian Evidence Act respec-
tively. So not only is it a fond good-
bye to sections like ‘char so bees’
(for cheating) but a painful one at
that. Those feeling nostalgic can

SANJAY HEGDE,
SENIOR ADVOCATE

If police are unaware or
unsure of what provisions to
apply, defence lawyers will
get a huge advantage in
demolishing the case

\

perhaps turn to old courtroom
scenes in Hindi movies where mi-

lord handed out ‘daffas’ under IPC. |

Criminal lawyers, however,
have been busy downloading
cheat sheets, signing up for online
familiarisation courses and mug-
ging thenew laws. Booklets for the
new acts are flying off the shelves.

Delhi Bar Association presi-
dent Nitin Ahlawat says it is back
to school for lawyers and predicts
a difficult few months ahead. “So

many things have changed. If |

there is a case of forgery, it would
have taken only a quick glance for
an experienced lawyer to assess

the case. The provisions, punish- |

ment and past judgments are top
of their mind. Now, not only have

Milord, lawyers are going

back to cram school

As July 1 deadline looms for three new criminal laws, even experienced
advocates and profs are reliving their Eé school swotting days

Uday Dot

the provision numbers
and language of the law
changed, punishment
could have been altered
too,” he says.

As litigators are
wont to do, they have
already litigated. A peti-
tion by Vishal Tiwari, a
lawyer who approached
the Supreme Court ask-
ing for an expert com-
mittee to examine and
assess the validity of the
three laws before they
are enforced, was dis-
missed. In January, Ma-
dras high court judge N
Anand Venkatesh de-
clared that as he did not
know Hindi, he would con-
tinue to call them by their origi-
nal English names.

Lawyers can't take such liber-
ties. The life mantra for a practis-
ing advocate, as one X handle
says: ‘draft, file, plead, repeat’ has
an added step of ‘cram’. As for law
students, they now have two sets
of codes to learn, and teachers are
mourning the loss of the familiar.
“The syllabus has been revamped
and we have to incorporate chang-
es in our classes. It has meant a
complete systemic overhaul,” a
law professor says.

Lawyers have already issued
warning videos on the enhanced
punishment of 10 years if a man
isina live-in relationship and has
reneged on his promise to marry,
also on hit-and-run cases where

again the law has become stricter.

But jokes apart, lawyers, judi-
cial officers, police and courts are
worried about impending chaos.
Opposition leaders like Tamil
Nadu CM MK Stalin and West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
have written to the Centre, ask-
ing for the laws to be deferred, as
has Congress.

Senior advocate and Lawyers’
Collective founder Indira Jaising
warned that the move may lead to
rise in pendency and two systems
of laws running concurrently. The
new laws are only applicable for
crimes committed from July 1,
12:01 am and the older cases will
continue to be argued and adjudi-
cated under IPC and CrPC for
another 20 years as that is the av-

erage lifespan of a case.
“In effect, we will be
having two parallel
criminal justice sys-
tems for the foreseea-
ble future, which can
range from 20-30
years,” she wrote in a
letter to the Centre.
Supreme Court
lawyer Sanjay Hegde,
who often handles civ-
il rights cases, says
the success of any
criminal case is how
it is handled at the
police station where
the correct criminal
provisions are decided.
“If people at the thana
level are unaware or unsure
of which provisions to add, de-
fence lawyers will have a huge
advantage in demolishing the
case," he says.

While BNSS encourages tran-
sition to a digital court infrastruc-
ture, some warn that it’s not going
to be smooth. Lawyer Jhuma Sen
feels there is an over reliance on
technology. “Every step of crimi-
nal justice administration — from
registering FIR to recording of
evidence to delivering judgments
— has been digitised. While digi-
tisation is a noble idea, what hap-
pens toa significant chunk of the
litigating public who are outside
the digital world, what happens
to data that is collected through
this method (like e-FIRs) and le-
gitimate concerns for privacy?”’

The more practical question,
she says, is whether there has
been any official audit of the dig-
ital infrastructure of trial courts.
“Most courts do not even have air
conditioning and in peak summer,
we have already seen court work
being disrupted by power cuts or
extreme heat. Official data will
also show that trial courts are un-
derstaffed and overworked. Who
will implement and assist in the
smooth functioning of the digital
ecosystem given the overworked
court machinery?”

Prof KVK Santhy, who has
been teaching criminal law at Hy-
derabad's Nalsar University for 24
years, says there are grey areas in
the new laws that need to be ad-
dressed. For instance, in the new
BNSS, an FIR can be filed by email
or through audio-video means but
requires the complainant to visit
the police station in three days to
sign the FIR. “What if the person
is unable to do so? The police de-
partment will have to introduce
protocols,” she says,

Santhy also adds that there have
been deletions like section 377 with
no corresponding provision to ad-
dress the crime of sexual assault
against an adult male.

But there have been attempts
to catch up. National Law Univer-
sity assistant professor and co-di-
rector for the Centre for Criminal
Justice Administration and Hu-
man Rights Neeraj Tiwari has
conducted training workshops in
a dozen states. “Infrastructure,
human resources, training and
skill development are some key
areas in which focus is needed.
The government is creating foren-
sic infrastructure to meet one of
the key requirements in the
BNSS, i.e. visit of forensic experts
to the erime scene. Central and
various state govts are also work-
ing towards procuring devices for
the mandatory videography of the
crime scene and forensic experts
are being recruited,” he says.
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Dalit man's death i in cop
custody tnrs violence

Mﬁ&&iﬁl‘smuni

Agra: The custodial death of
aDalit prisonerallegedly due
to police brutality has trig-
gered widespread violence in
Firozabad, with police forces
from neighbouring districts
deployed to maintain order,
police said on Saturday, re-
ports Deepak Lavania.

The postmortem report
of Aakash Kumar, a 28-year-
old father of two minor boys,
cited “haemorrhagic shock
and coma due to antemortem
head injury” as the cause of
death, and Inspector General
(Agra Range) Deepak Kumar
corroborated that Aakash’s
body had multiple injuries.

A resident of the Nagla
Pachiya area in Firozabad,
Kumar’s body was kept in an
ambulance for 12 hours as his
family refused toaccept it un-

ﬁs action was taken against

halpamipmha pé

As the body was being |
transported home after the
postmortem, locals stopped :
the ambulance and stageda

protest. According to sourc-
es, at least six rounds of gun-
fire were exchanged, and po-
lice officers, including DSP
Himanshu Gaurav and city
magistrate Rajendra Ku-
mar, had to flee for safety.
Five police personnel were

injured, &nﬂlﬁVﬂhJ(:]ES were
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Produce 195 bovines before
HC, seeks habeas corpus plea

Vijayawada: In a first in
Andhra Pradesh, a habeas
corpus petition was filed be-
fore the AP High Court seek-
ing directions to produce 195
bovines, including oxen and
calves, before the court, re-

ports Srikanth Aluri. The
petitioners contended that
police illegally held the ani-

mals captiveand their where-
abouts were not known.

A habeas corpus petition
is filed before a high court or
Supreme Court to ﬁsoﬂme a
person before the court in
cases of illegal detention or
missing persons.

Inthis case, animallovers.
Surabattula Gopala Rao and

Thota Suresh Babu, both res-

idents of Vijayawada, moved
HC contending that police
hﬁdunlawfully‘detamed’the
animals. The petitioners al-
leged that they found a huge
number of bovines on the
outskirts of Vijayawada on
June 16 and on further inqui-

ry learnt that the animals

were bems transported for

e, :
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~ 3new criminal laws |
‘come into effect today

New Delhi: Three new crimi-
nal laws replacing the Brit-
i ish-eralaws will come into ef-
¢ feect across the country from
Monday, bringing widespread
i changes in India’s criminal
1 justice system.
: Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
: SanhitaandBharatiyaSaksh-
i ya Adhiniyam will replace
: the British-era Indian Penal
Code (IPC), Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and Indian
Evidence Act respectively
The new laws will bring in a
modern justicesystem, incor-
porating provisions such as
Zero FIR, online registration
of police complaints, sum-
monses through electronic
modes such as SMS, and man-
datory videography of crime
scenes for all heinous crimes.
The new laws have sought
¢ to address some of the cur-
i rent social realities and

DAWN OF A NEW ERA.

regardless of jurisdiction

» Victims of crime against
women are E:Ihdh ef
updates on the progress
their case mr;gm

> Both the accused and the
victim are entitled to receive
copies of the FIR, police report,
charge-sheet, statements,
confessions, and other
documents within 14 days

crimes and provide a mecha-
nism to effectively deal with
them, keeping in view the ide-
als enshrined in the Constitu-
tion, official sourcessaid.

Home minister Amit |
Shah, who piloted the laws,

‘said the new laws would give

priority to providing justice,

unlike the British-era laws

that gave primacy to penal ac-
tion, “These laws are made by
Indians, for Indiansandby an |
Indian Parliament and marks
the end of colonial criminal
justicelaws,” hesaid.

Shah said the laws were
not just about changing the
nomenclature but bringing
about a complete overhaul.
“Soul, body and spirit” of the
new laws is Indian, he said.
Justice is an umbrella term
that encompasses both the
victim and the culprit, the
home minister said, adding
that these new laws would en-
sure political, economic and
social justice with an Indian
ethos. pri

P Organised crimes, P 6

L T
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Organised crimes, terrorism defined in new laws

pContinued from P 1

ccording to the new laws,
judgment in criminal ca-
A ses has to come within 45
daysof completionof trial, and
charges must be framed within

A new chapter on crimes
against women and children
have been added; buying and
selling of any child has been
made a heinous crime; and the-
re is a provision for death sen-
tence or life imprisonment for

tions scattered from sections 6

to 52 have been brought under
one section. Eighteen sections
already stand repealed, and fo-
ur relating to weights and mea-
sures are covered under the Le-
gal Metrology Act, 2009. )

se promise of marriage. The
three laws were based on justi-
ce, transparency and fairness,
the sources said.

Under the new laws, a per-
son can now reportincidents by
electronic  communication,

60 days of first hearing. gang rape of a minor. Offences Instances of false promise without the need to physically
Statement of rape victims against women and children, of marriage, gang rape of mi-  visit a police station. This al-
will be recorded byafemalepo- murder and offences against mnors, mob lynching, chainsnat-  lows for easier and quicker re-
lice officer in presence of her ching, etc.,arereported, butthe porting, facilitating prompt ac-
guardian or relative,and medi-  “F0 CUS ON FAIRNESS' mrrem 1IPC did not have speci-  tionby the police.
cal reports have to come within ' ovisions for dealing with With the introduction of Ze-
sevendays. the State have been given prece- such incidents. These have be-  ro FIR, a person can file a First
Organised crimes and acts  dencein thenewlaw enaddressed in BharatiyaNya-  Information Report (FIR) at
of terrorism have been defined; Overlapping sections have yaSanhita, thesourcessaid. any police station, regardless
sedition hasbeenreplaced with  been merged and simplified A new provision has been of jurisdiction. Thiseliminates
treason: and videorecordingof ~ and will consist only 358 sec- made for cases such as aban- delays in initiating legal proce-
all search and seizure have be-  tions against 511 in IPC, the so-  donment of women after ma- edings and ensures immediate
enmademandatory. urces said. For example, defini- .kittgsemﬁlz@guionsontheml reportingof theoffence. pri
—— -~ —

o
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7 Lawful, Liberal

New criminal codes will be tested on their abil ity to
protect the principle of presumption of innocence

e three new criminal codes that kicked in yesterday - BNS,
I BNSS, and BSB-will eventually replace the trio of IPC, CrPC
and Indian Evidence Act, respectively, which have governed
the criminal justice system. That’ll happen only once all cases filed
. undertheold codesare closed. Given India’s caseload, this, in effect,
means two sets of codes will be in application simultaneously
across jurisdictions - a tremendous challenge for those who man
the criminal justice system. That the codes needed an overhaul is

_ indisputable. But challenges remain aplenty.

Undertrials burden | The approach to the codes’ overhaul was
~ discarding colonial baggage and to be reformative. Here, proportional
" penalty is key This means penalties are designed such that minor

offences don't invite jail time. Old faults compounded by new offences
* that have crept in are unlikely to lessen the undertrial burden. It’s

imperative that during training of the law enforcement mach inery,
it’s drummed in that no matter the erime and prescribed sentence,
there must be unwavering focus on
presumption of innocence—the hallmark
of aliberal reformative justice system.

Heavy hand | Minimum age for
criminal responsibility continues tobe 7
1 = vears,Jowerthaninternational conven-
@  tion. Snatchingisa criminal offence. It's
: - still prison for those not looking after old
parents, Sex on the pretext of marriage can be punished with up to 10
years'jail. A judge canaward such convict 1-dayjail, ori0years. Such
latitude can be problematic in interpretation — not all judges are
judicious.

Old laws block | Archaic legal ideas continue to be in play.
Defamation remains on the statute, as do provisions for ‘sedition’ if
not in so many words. A rigorous weeding out of archaic laws is
required, notleast when itcomes tomaritalrape, Onus isonlegislatures
todecriminalise petty behaviour andjunk harsh provisions to meet
the agenda of reformative justice,

Capacity flags | Due process is deeply linked with capacity. Poor
forensics botches up many an investigation. And courts must
not allow police free hand when it comes to seizing ‘evidence’. Due
pbrocess ensures, for instance, forensics of digital devices don’t
impinge on privacy rights. It demands probes compartmentalise a
phone’s contents - what investigators can and cannot explore. And
that this rule is spelt out. >

Various police forces advertise they ‘care’ for civilians, but
collective experience is often otherwise. At the core, liberal justice,
the long-stated purpose for an overhaul of IPC, CrPC and [EA,
firmly stands for individual rights. The dharma of India’s criminal
Justice delivery must be premised on brotection of personal
freedomsand civilliberties, %
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in service issue

ibactere

Bengaluru; Political interfe-

rence in service matfers is un-
desirableasmuchasirrelevant
i factors that impact public ad-
i ministration and the interest
 of theemployer, theKarnataka
. highcourtobserved recen
i _

division bench, while al-

| Jowingawritappeal filedby the
. KFCSCL, observed, “Nowa-

e clusivedomainof theem:

days, this court has been ob-

: ployer/competentauthority.”

junior assistant at KFCSCL,

i duced a medical cert
KFCSCL doubted its genuine-
i ness and consequently

: was examined by a med

On July12, 2002 M Veena, a
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/Forgery FIR is Kolkata’s Ist
case under new law BNS

Dwaipayan Ghosh, Tamaghna
m&ww!mu

Kolkata: A forgery compla-
int from Bansdroni in south
Kolkata, recorded at 12.05am,
became Bengal'sfirstregiste-
red case under Bharatiya Ny-
ay Sanhita, the new criminal
code that replaced the 164-ye-
ar-old Indian Penal Code on
Monday.

An FIR was drawn up on

{ the basis of a complaint by a
; 40-year-old woman who alle-
i gedly lost Rs 2.4 lakh to che-
i ats, four of whom were na-
! medandslapped under multi-
! ple sections, including 318
i BNS, which now replaces the
i oldIPC 420 for cheating.

Just five minutes later, at

i 12:10 am, a case of rash and
i negligent driving was regis-
i tered under BNS against an
i unidentified biker at Aram-
: baginHooghly.

The Hooghly district poli-

Remand period still
15 days, says Shah
]_I ome minister Amit
| Shah clarified on Mon-
day that themaximum15-day
policeremand period willre-
main the same as in CrPC.
“Thenew law provides for 15-
day police remand, but the
detention can be in whole, or
in parts, at any time during
the initial 40 days or 60 days
out of the detention period
of 60daysorgodays,” hesaid.
Former law minister Kapil
Sibal had last year raised
concerns regarding Section
187 of BNSS dealing with

policeremand.

ce also registered the first
murder case in the state un-
der the new law — 103 BNS in
place of 302 IPC — after they
arrested a father-son duo on
charges of beating to deatha

aresssassiasssss

99-year-old in TaraKeshwar,
70 km from Kolkata. “We re-
corded one of the first cases
under the new criminal code.
All officers in our police dis-
trict have been properly trai-
ned and provided with a rea-
dy reckoner that they can re-
fer to while writing the cases
under thenew code,” said Ho-
oghly police superintendent
Kamanshis Sen.

The state’s third FIR un-
der BNS, and the second in
Kolkata, was once again re-
gistered at Bansdroni police
stationat12.15amand yetaga-
inpertainedtoforgery Inthis
case, too, the complainant
wasawoman.

Till 8pm on Monday, Kol-
kata recorded over 75 FIRs
under BNS and Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
that replaced the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

»‘Case-filing simple’, P 3

. -



/n Bidhannagar, first

Tamaghna Banerjee & Mayukh
Sengupta [ TnN

Kolkata: The first case recorded un-
der Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS)in
Bidhannagar wasade-
- athcase, wherea 24-ye-
ar-old youth riding pil-
lion on a bike died af-
2 : ter falling from the
- Y two-wheeler near Kes-
M= opur crossing around
3amonMonday.
Sourav Pramanik (24), a resident
of Kestopur Rajbanshipara, wasn't
wearing a helmet just like his rider
friend. As hefelloff the speedingbike,
hefractured his skull. Thefriend had
sped off. His other friends riding be-
hind him saw him lying in a pool of
blood and with the help of cops, they
took him to a local hospital where he
wasdeclared dead on arrival.
Ten hours after his death, copsre-

..............................................

The spot near Kestopur where the incident happened; (R) Baguiati PS that registered the case

=

gistered a case under sections 106 [1]
(causing death by negligence), 261
(rash driving) and 125a (causing hurt
byactendangering life or personal sa-
fety of others) of BNS 2023 at 1.15 pm
hased on a complaint by Sourav’s sis-
ter Dolon Paramanik.

.................................................

“My brother was returningfroma
temple at Hatibagan asa pillion rider
on a bike driven by his friend Rahul
Pramanik. Four of them had gone fo-
gether,” she wrote in the complaint.
RBased on her complaint, a case was
initiated against Rahul Pramanik’s
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case under BNS follovsjrs

der’s death in Baguiati

Mayukh Sengupta

reckless and negligent riding.

According to cops, the bike cras-
hed intothe divider nearthe lock gate
at Prafulla Kanan on the Airport-bo-
und VIP Road. Sourav sustained seve-
re head injuries and was rushed to
Bidhannagar Sub-Divisional Hospi:
tal, where he was pronounced dead
on arrival by the attending medical
officer.

Local councillor Sushovan Mon
dalsaid theyouth’s father wasagreel
grocer at Baguiati Mission Bazaal
area. “He was a BCom graduate an
used to help his father in his bus!
ness,” said Mondal.

According to his friends, four o
them had started for Bhootnat
Temple in north Kolkata to offer puj
early in the morning. They were I
turning after Sourav received a ca
from his family and they were ru
‘hing back home when the accider
happened. :
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sole owner of
flerings: Const

temple, “exclusively holds I

the rights to all 4
8ifts, and donations made
byde\meus",.amuﬂm(:ha-
moli ruled w ‘hearing a
case that arose from a dis.
pute involving claims from
priests’ outfit Nepali Lal
Mohariya Panda Samaj
(NLMPS)werdenatmnSre-
ceived at the Nepali Ash.
ram, reports Pankul
Sharma.

The verdict said, “Soje
ly, Badri Vishal Possesses
the absolute Prerogative
uveransuch-artici&a..c;iv-

en that the idol in the man-
dir is a _Iegal. entity, the

mandir retains authority
over the offerings and no
r;;therindiviﬂualcanasfs;et‘t
entitlement overit.” The li-
tigation began when two
brothers, Hari Prasad Di.
mari and Ballabh Prasad,
from NLMPS, claimed their
right to donations received
by the Nepali Ashram in
2017, asserting it as a long-
standing tradition.

—
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Repeated tragedies, graft case
smearing Gujarat’s image: HC

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: While hearing
a suo motu PIL on the Rajkot
fire tragedy, Gujarat High

i Court on Thursday ex-
i pressed concernover the im-

age of the state in the after-
math of repeated accidents
at public places and reports
of massive unaccounted
wealth amassed by an ac-
cused officer. A massive fire
at TRP Game Zone in Rajkot
in May had killed 27 people.
When the Gujarat govt
informed the court about
action initiated against
officials including Rajkot’s

town planning officer MD
Sagathiya, the bench of
Chief Justice Sunita Agar-
wal and Justice Pranav
Trivedi remarked on news
of unaccounted wealth that
Sagathiya has allegedly
amassed. \

“This person has been
benefited. reports say. Every-
body knows how it is done.
This state (Gujarat) has a lot
of potential. They cannot
put this state in this situa-
tion for the sake of, and bene-
fit of, a few officers. It is very
serious if these incidents
happen one after the other,”

the courtsaid. o
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“* Bihar moves SC against

HC nixing of quota hike .

New Delhi:Bihar govt has moved
challenging a

the Supreme Court g
Patna HC verdict that has sﬂtasﬂe
the amended reservation laws in
the state, which enabled the Nitish
Kumar govt to increase: the quotas
for Dalits, tribals and

classes &o:tnsﬂ% to65%.

In its June 20 verdict, the high
court declared that the amend-
ments, passed unanimously by the
state’s bicameral 1eg151at1_1re in
Nov last year, were “ultravires” of

the Constitution, “bad inlaw” and

“yiolative of the equality clause”.
A division benchof the high court
had allowed a bunch of petitions

cha]lengmg the Bihar Reservation
of Vacancies in Posts and Services
(for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward Class-
es) (Amendment) Act, 2023 and the
Bihar (In Admission in Education-
al Institutions) Reservation

" (Amendment) Act, 2023, while

“leaving the parties to suffer their
respective costs”.

Inadetailed order running into
87 pages, the high court made it
clear that it saw “no extenuating
circumstance enabling the state to
breach” the 50% cap on reserva-
tions laid down by the SC in the In-
draSawhney case. p1i
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HCftells kin of accused to start

campaign against dr

[T

Agartala: Tripura High Co-
urton Tuesday passedasigni-
ficantorderrollowingthapm—
vision of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, a day after the three
new criminal laws came into
effect, while hearinga bail pe-
tition of accused persons un-
der the Narcotic Drug and

. Psychotropic Substance
i (NDPS)Act.
Theaccused_.libanjoy'[‘ri-

! pura and Selenjoy Tripura
: hail from Gandacherra of
i Tripura's Dhalaj district.
i They had been arrested by
Birganjpoliceand baoked un-
derthe NDPS Act for alleged-
ly peddling heroin,

The investigating officer
submitted a partial charges-
heet against both of them,
which widened the scope of
bail.

Justice Arindam Lodh
held up the bail and ordered
theparentsof theaccused per-
sons to launch a campaign

against drug abuse and pedd-
ling in their respective areas.
Based on the compliance re-
port of the order, the court
Wwillhear the petitionafterone
month; until then the ac

persons have to be in jail.

He underlined that the
new laws have inducted com-
munity service as a punish-
ment and the judgment some-
what reflects the spirit of the
new laws,

NEXT HEARING IN AUG

Whﬂehearingabaﬂappu—
cation of two drug peddlers -
Jibanjoy Tripura and Selen-
joy Tripura, Justice Lodh di-
rected their parents to indul-
ge themselves in anti-drug
campaignsin theirrespective
villages.

However, opposing the ba-
il, Additional PP argued that
the accused persons were. in-
volved in another crime re.
gistered with the Gandacher-
ra police station. Hearing

g abuse

both sides, Justice Lodh ob-
served, “At this stage, it is not
a fit case for granting bail.
Both the aceused persons are
Very young, being involved in
drug peddling will not only
spoil their lives and careers
but will also hurt the genera-
tions to come”.

Tripura has become a ga-
teway and a safe corridor for
trading illicit drugs, he ad-
ded, “The barents and other
family members of the accu-

‘sedpersonsaretostarta cam-

Ppaignagainst tradingand use
of drugs in their areas”.

The Justice directed the
officer in charge, the Block
Development Officer, and the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate of
Gandacherra to assist the fa-
mily members of the accused
persons in conducting such a
campaign and prepare a re-
bort on the reactions of the

‘villagers along with a video

and photograph of the cam-
Ppaign before the next date of
hearingon August 5.
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Kolkata Police makes 1st
BNS arrest in ‘case of hurt’

IPC AND BNS: KEY DIFFERENCES

Dwaipayan Ghosh
& Monotosh Ckaraborty | T

Kolkata: Kolkata Police car-
ried out its first arrest under
the Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
9023 (BNS) which replaced the
164-year-old Indian Penal Co-
de from Monday: It involved a
case of hurt, in which two gro-
ups clashed in the Watgunge
area under the port division
on Monday Cops said that
while multiple cases of road
accidents got registered —
like in the Hastings and Jadav-
purpolicestations—noarrest
took place in those cases,

The ecity police registered
31 FIRs on day one of the BNS
getting implemented in the ci-
ty. This was a fraction as com-
pared to Delhi that registered
around 300 cases. Police said
there were several grey areas
that were discovered on day
one, leading Lalbazar to issue
instructions stating that inci-
dents that occurred prior to
July1will continueto beregis-
tered under the old IPC. Inci-
dentsdating from or after July
1will see cases getting registe-
red under BNS, said senior of-
ficers at Lalbazar. A few cases
are likely to be referred to the
courts for directions on whet-
hertolodgethem under [PCor
BNS, stated sources,

Meanwhile, the state saw
its first arrest for crime aga-
inst women under the BNS
sections and also involving
POCSO. A man, who was emp-
loyed asa castingdirector, was
arrested for sexually assaul-

» Section 377 Removed: The
old law that criminalized
certain sexual acts is no
longer an offence

» Organized Crime: There

is now a specific section for
organized crime

> Lynching: Can now be
punishable with death

» Terrorist Acts: Now
explicitly included as
offences

> Community
Service: For minor
offences like petty
theft, community
service can be a punishment
instead of jail term

» Hit-and-Run: Punishment
increased for causing death
in hit-and-run cases from a
maximum of 2 yrs to 5 yrs

> manl_:“il:huld

that endanger national

integrity

ting his own minor daughter.
He was arrested under BNS
76/351(3) along with Section 10
of POCSO Act. Theaccused is
known tohave supplied junior
artists for Bengali films and
serials. Police arrested him on
Monday. He was presented be-
fore the Baruipur Subdivisio-
nal Court on Tuesday. Accor-
ding to sources, the girl was
sleeping at home on Monday
afternoon. Her mother was
out for work, Taking advanta-

| At12.05am, forgery FIRis
- _hm_l'jm:nennderlﬂs

mL, |-:“
sty

TOI | JULY 2, 2024

> Theft Includes Digital

Items: The definition of theft

—_ now includes data theft
A and identity theft

» Medical
| Negligence: Specific
= provisions have

been added to address
medical negligence
» Economic Offences: This
term is now specifically
defined

» Clause 69: It criminalizes
sexual intercourse under
‘deceitful means'. Offender
could face imprisonment of
up to 10 years, accompanied
by fine

ge of the situation, the accu-
sed entered the room and lock-
ed the door from inside. He
then allegedly sexually as-
saulted her. The wife returned
home unexpectedly and
caught her husband in theact.
She filed a complaint at Na-
rendrapur PS. Based on the
complaint, the accused was
arrested.

Cops said they are relear-
ningthenewlaws, butare con-
fident to get used to it soon.
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Criminal
Conspiracy,
Forgery
Charges

Dwaipayan.Ghosh

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Kolkata Police lod-
geditsfirst case under the new
¢riminal code of Bharatiya
Nyay Sanhita 2023 (BNS) —

- which replaced the 164-year-
. old Indian Penal Code from

Monday — barely fiveminutes

.. after midnight at12.05am. The

A

case was registered at Bans-
dronipolice station.

Till late Monday evening,
Lalbazar claimed around 75
FIRs had either been lodged or
in the process of getting lod-
ged under the BNS law. Cops
said the training continued
even on Monday.

Forty-year-old Baby Shaw
from H L Sarkar Road claimed
to have lost Rs 2.4 lakh after se-
veral persons — four of whom
were named in the FIR —ente-
red into a eriminal conspiracy
and prepared a forged FD cer-
tificate book. It was allegedly

Pic: Debobrata Shome

NEW LAW IN PLACE OF —Oh.<m>=.o_.u IPC

The first BNS case in Kolkata
» Case number 533
BNS sections
> 61(2)(a) | Criminal &8

» 204 | Impersonating a
public servant

inducing delivery of property

of cheating

document or electronic record

conspiracy @
» 316 (2) | Criminal breach of trust
> 318 (4) | Cheating and dishonéstly
» 336 (3) | Forgery for the purpose

» 338 | Forgery of valuable security
» 340 (2)| Using as genuine a forged

signed by a person, who posed
as an officer of a nationalised
bank. The accused then used
those forged FD books to col-
lect Rs 2,40,000 in instalments
and fled when time of maturi-
ty came.

The case (number 533) was
registered under BNS sections
61(2)(a) (criminal conspiracy),
204 (impersonating a public
servant), 316 (2) (criminal bre-
ach of trust), 318 (4) (cheating
and dishonestly inducing deli-

very of property), 336 (3) (for-
gery for the purpose of chea-
ting), 338 (forgery of valuable
security) and 340 (2) (using as
genuine a forged document or
electronic record).

“During training, we wan-
ted to keep the process simple.
We asked our officers to draft
the FIR just like they would do
previously, Once it got drafted,
we replaced the new sections
with the old ones. Cases under
IPC sections pertaining toche-

The first case was registered at Bansdroni
police station on Monday

ating and forgery (418-420 and
4684T71) are very common in
this PS. Hence, everyone was
careful that the sections put in
were correct, the charges do-
uble-checked by both the OC
and additional OC,” said a so-
urce in Bansdroni PS.

The second case, also per-
taining to forgery, was lodged
at12.15amat thesame PS.

Case number 534 was re-
corded on the basis of the
complaint of a 62-year-old wo-

7" 318 replaces 420 in first two Nyay
Sanhita cases in Kolkata Police area

man, aresident of Brahmapur
More in Garia. She alleged
that her son and daughter-in-
law were the main accused in
this case. The others involved

"ihclude one Tapas BRaidya

(who introduced himself as a
bank staff) one Goyel, who in-
troduced himself as the chief
manager of a finance firm,
and anadvocate. They have be-
ennamed in the FIR,

The accused allegedly pre-
pared fake deeds and other do-
cuments by forging the signa-
ture of the complainant. The
accused then forged docu-
ments as genuine ones and of-
fered some loan of high value
to her son and daughter-in-law
keeping the complainant’s
property mortgaged and tried
to oust her from the property:
The woman’s son and daugh-
ter-in-law areabsconding, The
case was registered under
BNS sections 61(2)a)/316(2)/
318(4)/336(3)/338/340(2),  al-
most identical to the first one.

“Writing the FIR is the ea-
siest part. The probe is much
more technical. There is emp-
hasis on ensuring that the evi-
dence collected is authentic
and that the investigating offi-
cer is present at the crime sce-
ne,” asenior copsaid.

==
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7 During summer break, SC k
~ clears record 1170 cases

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

i New Delhi: The colonial leg-
i acy of long summer vacations
¢ continues in the Supreme Co-
i urt, but for the first time a re-
: cord20benches weresetupdu-
! ring the nearly two-month-
: long break this year and ex-
¢ hausted the list of cases to be
i taken up during this period
: withtheconsentof counsel for
H For those unaware of the
i punishing work schedule of
i SC judges, often criticised for
i thelong summer break of the
i court, CJI D Y Chandrachud
: said, “People see us sitting in
i Supreme Court from 10.30am
¢ to 4pm daily, when we handle
between 40 and 60 cases. The
work we do between 10.30am
and 4pm is a fraction of the
work wedo inorder tobeready
to deal with cases coming up
for hearing on the next day”
“Every judge spends an equal
amount of time reading case
filesscheduled for the next day:
Judgments are reserved on
working days. On Saturdays,

Cases Listed Before SC
Vacation Benches

2017-2022 [ 1,380*

Cases Disposed Of
2017-2022 [l 461*
2023 {68 751

2024 I 1,170

* Average for each summer break in 9!
the 6-year period (including 2017) &t

A SUPREMELY WBRI(ING VACATIOI'I

?wummmmench
Mmem.ﬁ:reeby :dge.

every judge sits down and die-
tates judgments. On Sundays,
all of us read the cases listed
for Monday: So, without excep-
tion, every SC judge works se-
vendaysaweek,” hesaid.

Interestingly, despite
handlinga lot of administrati-
ve work and attending confe-
rences in India and abroad,
the CJI has been working on
judgments reserved in 18 ca-
ses, which have a total of 176
connected petitions, by ben-
ches headed by him.

“Other SC judges have re-

served juﬂgments in 190 cases

with 786 connected petitions
and they are also working ro-
und-the-clock on these judg-
ments so that decisions can be
pronounced within a few we-
eks of the court reopening,”
the SC registry told TOL As
the 8C resumes normal func-
tioning on Monday after the

summer break, the CJl-led
‘benches in the next few weeks

would be pronouncing judg-
ments, including three by 9-J

benches, two by 7-J benches,

and two by 5-Jbenches.

b Vacation disposal...,P 7
e ﬁ
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E'HCEcquits Ram Rahim“

F.

in murder of ex-manager

Ajay.Sura@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: The Punjab
and Haryana High Court on
Tuesday acquitted Dera Sa-
cha Sauda chief and
rape convict Gurmeet
Ram Rahim

and four others in a 22-
year-old case involving
the murder of his then
manager Ranjit Singh., —
The HC cited “a tainted and
sketchy investigation” and
presentation of evidence “un-

i worthy of credence”.

A special CBI court in

| Panchiula had sentenced the

Derachief and the co-accused

tolife imprisonment in 2021 —

his third conviction in as |

many cases,

_Thecontroversial cultlea- |
der has been in jail since Aug
2017, serving separate
20-year terms after be-
ing convieted of ra- |
ping female disciples.
On Jan 17, 2019, a CBI

court sentenced him to

the Nov 2002 murder of Sirsa-
based journalist Ram Chan-
der Chhatrapati, just over fo-
ur months after Ranjit
Singh’skilling.

P Lapses in probe, P7

life imprisonment for
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»Continued from P 1

"1 “he 163-page verdict by
I the division bench of
Justices  Sureshwar
Thakur and Lalit Batra high-
lights multiple lapses in the
probe into the former Dera
manager’s murder, inclu-
ding the revelation that the
presumed murder weapon
wasn'tused inthecrime. It al-
80 points out that the vehicle
supposedly used in the mur-
der wasnever seized.

Justice Thakur said de-
spite witnesses testifying
that all four assailants were
armed, CBIfailed to confisea-
te any of these firearms. CBI
alsodidn’t present a site plan
of the place where the alle-
ged conspiracy to kill Ranjit
was hatched on June 16, 2002,
hesaid.

The court observed that
“the intellectual strength” of
the investigating officer ap-

peared to ha-
gy ve “become
staficised
(become sta-
tic)by thegla-
re of media
: publicity”,
RamRahim and his co-accu-
sed — Avtar Singh, Krishan
Lal, Jasbir Singh and Sahdil
Singh — had appealed the
CBI court's Oct 18, 2021 ver-
dict sentencing them to life
imprisonment. :
The prosecution said
Ranjit Singh had been killed
for his suspected role in the
circulation of ananonymous
letter revealing sexual abuse
of disciplesby the Dera head,
Hewasridingabikeafterser-
vingteatohisfatherinafield
at Khanpur Kolian village of
Kurukshetra when four assa-
ilants fatally shot him and
fled. The bench noted that
CBI did not eollect any evi-
dence from the restaurant

ses in murder probe

where witnesses said they
saw someof theaccused cele-
bratingthe murder;

The clothes of those who
taok the deceased to hospital
in a car were smeared with
blood, but the investigating
officer didn’t collect these as
evidence. Also, no test identi-
fication parade was done.

The Dera chief, who is
currently serving time in
Rohtak’s Sunaria jail, has
challenged his other two con-
victions too, His appeals in
the rape cases and the Chhat-
rapati murder case are pen-
dingin thehigh court. Nearly
40peopledied in the backlash
in Panchkula and elsewhere

-in Haryana and Punjab after
“his 2017 rape conviction. Ca-

ses pertaining to the alleged
castration of Ram Rahim's
followers inside the Sirsa de-
raarepending. OnFeb1,2018,
CBI charged him and two
doctors in this case. =

-
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Madras HC acquits 7 persons given”
death for murder of doctor in 2013

Sureshkumar.K
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Madras High Court
on Friday acquitted all seven
persons sentenced to death
and two others awarded life
imprisonment by a Chennai
sessions court in the sensa-
tional Dr Subbiah murder
case. Setting aside the trial
courtverdictof Aug2021,adi-
vision bench of Justices M S
Ramesh and Sunder Mohan
ordered immediate release
of all the accused, if they are
notwanted in any other case.
The court also ordered that
the fine amount, if paid by
the accused, be returned.
The 58-vear-old neurolo-
gist was stabbed in full pub-
lic view on Sept 14, 2013, ashe
walked out of Chennai Bill-
roth Hospital towards his
parked car after work in the
evening. Visuals of the
murder, which were cap-
tured on a CCTV camera,
went viral on social media.
According to the prosecu-
tion, a land dispute in Dr
Subbiah’s family over a
9 4-acre plot in Kanyakuma-
ridistrict led to the crime.
While the sessions court
convicted nine people, one
accused, who turned approv-
er and became a prosecution

HC: Is Labrador a
ferocious breed?

anthe Labrador retriever

be classified as ‘ferocious’
and banned since achildwas
attacked by adogof thisbreed
recently, Madras HC wondered
on Friday. “It's highly unusual,”
Justice Anita Sumanth said,
referring to the attack.
“Identifying ferocious dog
breeds should be a collective
process. We have seen scores
of news reports on dog bites
recently. It should be
contained,” the judge added.

HC made the observation
while hearinga plea by Kennel
Clubofindia againstCentre's
recent notification banning
import and breeding of certain
dog breeds. Incidentally,
Labrador retrieveris notamong
the breeds banned. Centre had
submitted inthe courtthata
committee has been setupto
consider comments fromall
stakeholders to identify such
breeds, HC directed Centre to
ensure the process is transp-
arentand closed the case. mn

Shabir Shah gets
bail in PMLA case
Delhi court has granted
regular bail toKashmiri
separatist Shabir Ahmed Shah
inamoney laundering case,
reports Vineet Upadhyay. The
courtofadditional sessions
judge Dheeraj Mor, while
allowing Shah’s bail plea, said
he has been in custody inthe
case for sixyears and 10
months which is more than half
the total prescribed maximum
punishmentof sevenyears.
The court noted thateven
ifShahis granted bail in this
case, heisnotlikely to be
released from jailin the other
offences before July 7, the
date on which the maximum
punishment of seven yearsin
the present case expires for
him asanundertrial prisoner.
The court stated that Shah
isin custody inother cases
which are “very seriousin
nature.” Its conditions for bail
included personal bondand
surety of Rs1lakh eachanda
bar on leaving the country.

Man’s service gives
son no job claim: HC
Puniaband Haryana HC has
rejected a plea by a Punjab
Police personnel's son seeking
ajobon grounds that his father
had participated inanti-
terrorist operations, observing
thatifsuch pleasare accepted,
every cop would claimajob for
his children, reports Ajay Sura.
Justice Jagmohan Bansal
dismissed the petition filed by
Avtar Singh, a resident of
Sangrur district,and his father,
aretired cop, seeking
directions to the state govt and
policeto appoint the petitioner
(Avtar Singh) asaconstable.
The petitioners contended
that Avtar's father, while
servinginthe police force, had
suffered two bullet injuries
fighting with terrorists in1992
and that his valourand courage
had been very well recognised
by the state autharities. On
account of the father's
contribution, the son should be
appointed asa police
constable, the petition stated.

witness during the trial, was

allowed to gofree.
Ponnusamy, Basil, Boris,
William, James Satish

Kumar, Murugan and Selva

Prakash were sentenced to
double capital punishment
for offences under Indian
Penal Code sections 302
(murder) and 120B (criminal

conspiracy). Meanwhile, the
other two accused, Mary
Pushpam and Yesurajan,
were handed double life
terms by the trial court.
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L) = o b = |
wife of convict

killed injail

|
Hyderabad: Making it
clear that the fundamen-
tal rights cannot be de-
nied even to pri |
Telangana High Court
has directed state gov-
‘ernment to pay over Rs 6
lakh as compensation to
the widow of a life con-
viet murdered by a co-
prisoner in Hyderabad
jailin2012, reports Sagar
Kumar Mutha.,

Justice CV Bhaskar
Reddy brushed aside the
state’s argument that it,
was not responsible as
Karolla Venkaiah didnot |
' die at the hands of jail :
staff. The judge stressed !
that jail officials had
failed in theirduty topro-
tect hislife.

“Right to life cannut-
betakenaway f 2
son merely because he
happened to be a convict,
Deprivation ef rights is :
possible only to the ex- i
tent permitted by law,” |
Justice Reddy said. A

srssmssssaasrnsnans
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“Tripura lawyers stage protest

against power cuts in courts

Biswendu Bhattacharjee | T

Agartala: Lawyers came
out on the streets of Agarta-
1a on Wednesday protesting
over a prolonged power cut
in the West Tripura district
and sessions court complex
for past two days after cyclo-
ne Remal hit Tripura on
Monday night.
Despiterepeated compla-

ints allegedly the power
supply restoration team

didn’trespond.

Theagitated lawyers ghe-
raoed a senior official of Tri-
pura State Electricity Cor-
poration Ltd (TSECL) in the
court premises for an hour
demanding immediate res-
toration of power supply:

However, with the assu-
rance of the time-bound ac-
tion of Power Minister Ra-
tan Lal Nath, the agitation

was withdrawn. “Procee-
dings in the West Tripura
district and sessions court

.along with other subsidiary

courts were badly aﬁeched
on Tuesday due to a power
cut from the previe;ﬁnight
‘I_‘hgﬂelentmlty supply rema-
serious cases areneﬂtheihg
hpardand the judges’ affioes
‘couldn’t function due to pro-
}ongad power cuts,” alleged
agitating lawyers.

Two days after cyclone

‘Remal hit Tripura, power

supply in many places
across the state including se-
veral locations of the capital
city Agartala has not yet be-
en restored irked the citi-
zens and prompted them to
resort to agitation in many
places since Tuesday.
Allegedly, nobody re-
sponded to the calls in Tripa-

ra State Electricity Corpora-
tion Ltd (TSECL) offices
across thestate. The toll-free
number was kept disconnec-
ted and othernumbers rema-
ined unanswered for the last
twodays.

The TSECL call offices in
the villages were shut down
for the last two days to pre-
vent publicoutrage.

Meanwhile, the opposi-
tion Congress demonstrated
in front of TSECL headguar-
ters in the city demanding
thestepdown of power mini-
ster Nathand immediateres-
toration of power supply
They alleged that the mini-
ster and his associates have

outsourced consumer servi-
‘ces related to power to some

outsiders who didn’t work
properly sincethe beginning
but the department has not
yetdiscontinued them.

ke
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?After Cal HC_’_s_drdér, Raj govt plans to

review 14 Muslim groups on OBC list

Jaipur: BJP-governed Rajast-

i han is considering reviewing

i 14 Muslim groups on its OBC

¢ list, taking the cue from Cal-
: cutta High Court’s recent
¢ scrappingof 77 classes, mostly

! Muslims, categorised as OBCs
¢ byBengal’s TMC govt. -
: “Wewill examine after June
i 4 (results day, after which the
: model code will be lifted) if the
i inclusion of these (Muslim)

: communities in the OBC list

i from 1997 to 2013 was legal or il-
¢ legal” Rajasthan social justice
minister Avinash Gehlot said.
He cited the Calcutta HC order
and asserted religion-based qu-
otawas wrong.

Rafeek Khan, chairman of
Rajasthan State Commission
for Minorities, accused Gehlot

of undermining the Constitu-
tion, and said that the 14 Mus-
lim groups were added in the
list “following a due process,
including a survey, backed by
rules”. : y

“Had the entire Muslim

community been included in

the OBClist, it could have been
s ) Aot bt e,
ups werechosen based on their

ma accused INDIA bloc, cons-
tituent TMC and Bengal CM
imé rjeeof “crossing

all limits of appeasement and

committing a grave sin” by gi- |

ving Muslims OBC quotas,

In its order Wednesday, the
HC had junked allnew OBC ca-
tegorisations in Bengal after
2010, saying the authorities
had “practised protective dis-
erimination in deviation of
constitutionalnorms®.

Therulingeffectively inva-
lidates all OBC certificates gi-
ven out by successive TMC
govis since the party first ca-
me to office in 2011. The order
points out that within six
10% reservation for backward
Muslims in 2010, the state
backward classes commission
recommended 42 groups as
OBC, of which 41 communities
were Muslim. 4/

P



Verdict could
caneel 5L oac

Bengal
ses Act, 2012, that a]lmd t.’he
state government to include
new categoriesunderthe OBC
A and Blists through a gazette
notification.

The verdict could result in
the cancellation of around fi-
ve lakh OBC certificates, alt-
hough the court clarified that
reservation  beneficiaries
who were in service wouldn’t
be affected by the order. The
HC left untouched 66 OBC ca-
tegr.mes that had been notifi-
ed prior to 2010.

ps
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SC stays

Uttarakhand Hc\

ambitious relocation plan

HC Wants Plot For Bldg

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Friday stayed Uttarakhand
High Court's ambitious order
that had rejected a 26-acre plot
at Haldwani for relocation of
the overcrowded HC complex
at Nainital and sought an ap-
propriate site from the state to
construet a new HC building
with 7,000 chambers for Jaw-
yers., Appearing for UK HC
Bar Association, senior advo-
cate P B Suresh with counse]
Vipin Nair tooka preliminary
vet potent objection to the ju-
risdiction and power of the
HC to direct shifting of HC's
principal seat, which canonly
beordered by the President af-
ter Parliament passes a bill to
thateffect,

Beforea vacation benchof
Jjustices P § Narasimha and
Sanjay Karol, they argued
that HC had POWer to create
circuit or permanent benches
at different places in a state
with prior approval of the
Bovernor concerned. As Cen.
tre through SG Tushar Mehta
Supported the bar asspei.
ation’s plea, the bench stayed
the May 8 order of the HC.

-

With 7,000 Lawyer Chambers

ThestayfmmSCmmastwa
days before the May 26 i
beforea HC benchof Chief Jus.
tice Ritu Bahri ang Justice Ra.
kesh Thapliyal, Which had di-
rected the state chief sec
tolocate suitable land for estab-

ishment of HC complex, resj-
dential accommodations for
Jjudges, judicial officers and
staff, conference hall, cham-
bers for at least 7,000
canteen, parking Space, along
withgnodmed.icalfa_cﬂjties. sC
has provided for 700-0dd law-
yerschambers,

“This exercige shall be
completed by the chief secre-
tary within a month and sub-
mit areport to the HC by June
y s ithadsaid.whﬂeaskingﬂc
registrar general to putinmo-
tion a poll to seek opinions of
lawyers and [ tigants on desir-
abﬂityofshi&ingthe HCcom-

blex from Nainita]. The state

had allotted 26-acre land at Go-

lapur in Haldwanj for shifting !
the HC complex. Finding the :
land to be surrounded by for- :
est, which formed 75% of allot.

ted land, the CJ-led bench had
said the HC

blesiteatsome otherplace.
efore SC, HC bar associ-
ation in its plea through Vinod

ordered for
poll as “only Parliament or

Centre could decide on estab- 3
lishment of g principal bench :
of a HC in a state” However, :
bar association of Dehradun
sSupported the HC order and re-
quested SC not to interfere
with it as the HC complex js
congested, making it difficult :
for lawyers, litigants and judg-

estofunction properly,

“does not want to
uprootany of the treestomake :
4 new HC.” The bench had
asked the state tg allot a suita-

asaid the HC could not |
an opinion

P9
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5Lakh OBC

CASE HISTORY

“ CertsIn Danger > First writ petition filed o, 9
Of Bei el not accept it, says
g . e
e CMM
. Scrapped and classificatin o amata
77 classes as OBCs in :
Subrata Chattoraj| tnn Bengal in 2010 and 2012 Dwaipayan Ghosh & Chitta Ranjan Dash, while re-
Sanjib Chakraborty | nn tiring from the bench on Mon-
Kolkata: Calcutta High Co- notbeaffected. day, had candidly admitted in
urt on Wednesday struck Thebenchsaid OBC cate-: Kolkata: Chief minister Ma-  his farewell speech that he
down the categorisation of gorisationmadebystategovt mata Banerjeeon Wednesday  was still a member of the RSS
new OBC classes under cate- wasunilateral, addingitsho- flatlvrefusedtoacceptCalcut-  and was ready to work for it

gories A and B made since
2010 in Bengal, saying the ex-
ercise had “violated consti-
tutional provisions™ and the
authorities had “practised
protective discrimination in
deviation of constitutional
norms”. The order might le-

uld have consulted the West
Bengal Backward Classes
Commission. A report sho-
uld then have been placed
with the state legislature,
with recommendations for
inclusions and exclusions in
the state list of OBCs, the

ta High Court's verdict stri-
king down state govt’s new
OBC categorisations since
2010, terming it “BJP's ver-
dict”. “We will not accept it.
OBC reservation is continu-
ing, and it will continue,” she
said at a public meeting in

again. Another former HC
Jjudge, Abhijit Ganguly, is con-
testing Lok Sabha polls as a
BJP candidate.

The CM did not name any
of the judges on the division
bench that passed the OBC
verdict. “Whoever's verdict

ad to the scrapping of aro- bench added. Reservation Khardah on Wednesday, indi-  this might be, I will not name
und 5lakh OBC certificates.  for the OBC category, taken catingstategovtwouldappeal that person, but this is BJP’s

“Nodatawasdisclosedon by an executive decision, inSupreme Court, verdict,” she said, adding,
the basis of which it was was quashed on these gro- “Today, I heard a judge. “How dare they? The court
ascertained that thecommu- unds. who has been famous, passed  cannot be divisive. The count-

nity concerned is not adequ-
ately represented in the ser-
vices under Bengal govt,”
the division bench of justi-
ces Tapabrata Chakraborty

Overall, the bench struck
down provisions under the
West Bengal Backward Clas-
ses Act, 2012, which allowed
state govt to include new ca-

an order,” the CM said at the
rally, during which she also
said: “Oneretired judgeissay-
ing I am an RSS person, and
another one joins BJP. How

ry cannot bedivisive. Thisisa
dark chapter unfolding now.”
Banerjee also clarified
that it wasn't she who had do-
ne the OBC categorisation. “I

and Rajasekhar Mantha tegories under the OBC A can thesepeople be trustedto  did not do this (the reserva-
said. and B list through a gazette ensurejustice?” tion).... Upen Biswas (former
The bench, however, did notification. The bench also TOI hadreportedonTues- CBIjoint director and Bengal

not interfere with 66 OBC
classes categorised prior to
2010. Justice Mantha said the
order would have “prospecti-
ve" effect. Those already in
service, those who have alre-
ady availed themselves of
the benefit of reservation,
and those who have been se-
lected for employment would

cancelled the categorization
of 37 and 77 classes under
Schedule 1 of the state list of
OBCs. Justice Chakraborty,
concurring with Justice
Mantha, held that the 2012act
had provided state govt with
“carte blanche authority, in
respect of specifying or de-
claring classes as backward,

day that Calcutta HC’s third
most senior judge, Justice

minister) was chairman
then,” shesaid. Dy D o

whomay be entitled to reser-
vation”. He noted in the or-
derthatthere wasa “comple-
te lack of legislative policy”
within the scheme of theact.
“The legislature has to lay
down the legislative policy

.................................................................................................

and principle to afford gui-
dancefor carryingout the sa-
id policy before it delegates
its subsidiary powers on its
behalf,” he said.

»‘High prnblty'.‘ P5
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//Cal HC strikes down state \
govt’s OBC listing since 2010

‘BJP ruling, will
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itself with high probity

»Continued from P 1

"1 "he bench said that state
. govt had announced
L 10% reservation for
backward Muslims in 2010.
“Within a period of six
months thereafter the com-
= mission  rec-
ommended 42
classesas OBC,
of which 4
communities
belonged to the
= Muslim reli-
gion,” itremarked.
“Following such recom-
mendation, the state immedi-

‘The commission recommended 42 classes as
0BC, of which 41 communities belonged to the
Muslim religion,’ the bench remarked.
‘Following such recommendation, the state
immediately included the same in the list,’ the
bench noted in the order

ately included the same in
the list. Thereafter, vide
memo number 1673 dated 11th
May, 2012, state further includ-
ed 35 classes (9 in OBC-A
category and 26 in OBC-B cate-
gory),” the bench noted in
the order.

“As a model employer,
state govt must conduct itself

with high probity and can-
dour and ensure that the
populace do not succumb
to any discriminatory prac-
tice in the procedural rigma-
role,” Justice Tapabrata
Chakraborty remarked. The
bench also rejected state
govt's prayer for a stay on

theorder.



™E Timgs of Trpp

MAY 23, 1o2M

Page 255 of 373

“HC cuts life term of five
JeM men to10 years

New Delhi: Delhi High
Court on Monday re-
duced the life sentence
of five Jaish-e-Mu-
hammed (JeM) activists
to ten years, while stat-
ing that the India's jus-
tice delivery system
strongly believed that
the “eventual conse-
quence of any penal

- sanction should be to re-
. form an individual, in-
 stead of shutting him
: outbyputti.nghiminsida
. forlife”.

A trial court had sen-

. tenced Bilal Ahmad Mir,

Sajad Ahmad Khan, Mu-
zaffar Ahmad Bhat,

{ Mehraj Uddin Chopan,

and Ashfag Ahmad

i Bhatt to life imprison-
H mamﬁaraﬁmeesnnﬁer

23 (aiding terrorist orga-

nisation)of UAPA.
e ) 5

bench of ]ustlces Suresh

that they did not have
any prior criminal re-
cord, HC said the the ap-
proach of the trial court
should have been to re-
form them.

“The man who has a
conscience suffers
whilst acknowledging
his sin. We refer to a
quote by Fyodor Dos-
toevsky, the author of
‘Crime and Punishment’
and in chapter 19, Dos-
toevsky writes that ‘if he
has a conscience he will

ct suffer for his mistake;

that will be punishment
—aswell as prison’,” the

‘bench said whilemodify-

MMm&omMe
to 10

] gaaa:s' ‘rigorous impris-

‘onment. AGENCIES

P17
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" HC shuts down four party
offices on public land

Subrata Chattoraj | Tan

Kolkata: The Calcutta High Court on Tuesday
directed to shut down 3 CPM party offices and
oneBJP office that came upat Rajarhatonland
helonging to Hideo, PWD and state irrigation
department. The petitioner's counsel, Sha-
mim Ahmed, submitted to the court on Tues-
day that as many as 35 party offices had come
upon govt land in thearea.

Justice Amrita Sinha directed the authori-
ties to conduct a spot inspection and decideon
the demolition of the properties. On May 10,
the court directed demolition of a TMC office |
‘onaHideo land in the NKDA area. Justice Sin-
ha had during the last hearing asked the coun- |
sel for Hideo, whether a standard operating |
procedure was in place to clear encroachment
of govt properties. The Hidco counsel submit-
tadthatthESGPneededtubewoﬂtedon‘(/f,

Page 256 of 373
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'/Am an RSS member, ready to
~ return to fold Cal HC 1udge

sethattooisnotwrong,” hesa-
. id before a high court full

T R e R 0. B

with the organisation for any
advancement of my career,

p‘Cal HC rules archaic’, P

Al

-

‘Don’t Have Any B | b o L
Bias,’ He Says In e themwmmmm
(or someone) with Cong-
Farewell Speech e hi e
Times News NETWORK equal before me,” Dash, who
i spent over two-and-a-half-de-
! Kolkata: Calcutta High Co- cades asajudge (150f themas
' urt’s third senior most judge, 1% an HC judge), said. Calcutta -~
¢ Justice Chitta Ranjan Dash, ; HC long-timers called the ad-
i retired from the bench on to»sayl DEWW RSS as mission unprecedented.
Monday, candidly admitting | that too is not wrong “I am now ready to go back
in his farewell speech that he —Justice Chitta Ranjan Dash o the organisation if it calls
was still a member of the me for any assistance for any
Rashtriya Swayamsevak San-  bench. work that I am capable of do-
i ghandwasready toworkfor it “To the distaste of some, I  ing,”hesaid, adding: “Teannot
\ again if it “called him forany ~mustadmitherethatlwasand Dbelongtoa bad organisation If
assistance”. T am a member of the RSS. 1 Iamagoodperson.”Hesaid, "1
“Because 1 have done not-  haddistanced myself fromthe  do not have any bias against
hingwronginmylife, Thadthe organisation for about 37 ye- anybody, any bias for any poli-
- couragetosay thatIbelongto  arsbecauseof mywork.[have tical phﬂasophy or political
the organization (RSS) becau-  never used my membership mechanism.”
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After Patanjali,

IMA chief’s turn -
to face SCflak

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Tuesday frowned on com-
mentsmade against itby Indi-
an Medical Association pre-
sident R V Asckan and said
they were “very, very unac-
ceptable”. :

1t sought Asokan's res-
ponse on an application filed
by Patanjali Ayurved and
posted the matter for further
hearing on May 14.

On April 29, Asokan had
said it was “unfortunate” that
SC criticised the association
and alsosomeof the practices
of private doctors.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Patan-
jali, told the bench that they
had filed an application urg-
ing the court to take judicial
notice of the “wanton and un-
warranted comments” made
by the IMA president. tin

» ‘Endorsers responsible’, P 8
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Endorsers responsible for 1 mlsleadmg ads: SC

»Continued from P 1

“his is a very serious
issue. Theyaretrying
todivertthe courseof

justice... Your lordships as-
ked one or two queries and
see how they are reacting
as if nobody can ask anyt-
hing,” Rohatgi said.

“You can't say you don't
know,” the bench of Justi-
ces Hima Kohli and Ahsa-
nuddin Amanullah told
IMA's counsel.

Asokan wasreplyingto

a query about the SC's ob-
servations during a hea-
ring on April 23 when it
had said while it was poin-
ting one finger at Patanja-
1i, the remaining four fing-
ers were pointed towards
IMA. The “vague and gene-
ralised statements”, Aso-
kan said, had demoralised
private doctors.

The bench had, on the
previous hearing, told
IMA to “put its house in or-
der” and address unethical
practices by doctors and

hospitals like prescribing
unnecessary and expensi-
vemedicines.

During the hearing on
the case on misleading ad-
vertisements of Patanjali
Ayurveda, the bench also
said endorsers were equal-
ly responsible for issuing
misleading advertise-
ments given by companies
and suggested celebrities
should act responsibly
while promoting products,

“We are of the opinion
that advertisers, and en-

dorsers are equally re-
sponsible for issuing mis-
leading advertisements,”
thebenchsaid.

The court said that ad-
vertisers should give a self-
declaration before putting
advertisements in the pub-
lic domain on the line of
the Cable Television Net-
works Rules, 1994. Tt direc-
ted the Centre to put in pla-
ce a mechanism for consu-
mers to lodge complaints
regarding misleading ad-
vertisements,
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HC relief for h0Td1i1gc05fac1ng _
GST notices over corp guarantees

STAY ON CBIC'S OCT 2023 CIRCULAR

Lubna.Kably@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: In a relief for India
Inc, the Punjab & Haryana
high court has stayed a circu-
lar that subjected corporate
guarantees, given by holding
companies for the benefit of
their subsidiaries, to GST.

In an interim order, the
HC has stayed the circular is-
sued last Oct bythe Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC).

This ecircular had held
that a corporate guarantee gi-
ven byaholding companytoa
bank or financial institution
for sanction of credit faciliti-
estoits subsidiary would bea
‘supply of service’ subject to
GST It had added that the tax
incidence would arise even if
no consideration is involved.
The matter, pending before
the high court, includes a
challenge to valuation of cor-
porate guarantees as well,

With this stay, for now, In-
diaInc—which is reelingun-
der showcause notices and
GST demand orders running
into several hundred crores
— can breatheeasy Compani-

@18% is payable on 1% of

CBIC circular in Oct: High Court order:
> In Oct 2023, CBIC amended > In an interim order, the HC has
Rule 28(2) to provide that GST  stayed application of the circular

> The high court will
the value of the guarantee Sl it b
or actual consideration, to an amended
whichever is higher valuation rule
es that have received show- pan-India. The circular,

‘cause notices based on this

circular can approach an HC
for quashing the same.
Demands have been rai-
sed on the holding company,
if it is in India. If the holding
company is overseas, the In-
dian subsidiary (for whose
benefit the corporate gnaran-
tee is given) is facing GST de-

‘mands.

Industry representatives
told TOI that after the circu-
lar, the issue of showcause
notices, followed by de-
mands, intensified. Industri-
es across all sectors, ranging
from FMCG to infrastructu-
re, received such notices,
“The interim order, which
has granted a stay, will apply

which stated that corporate
guarantee was a supply of
service, led to a foregone con-
clusion on part of tax offici-
als, that every corporate gua-
rantee transaction (other
than personal guarantee by a
director) was subject to GST,
withoutthesamebeingtested
on merits,” said Mannat Wa-
raich, who represented Acme
Cleantech Solutions in this
matter before the HC.

She added, “If a company
has received a showcause no-
tice, which is based on the cir-
cular, it should immediately
approach the jurisdictional
high court for quashing the
same, If anorderraisingade-
mand has been issued, the

company should approach
the appellate authority or the
high court seeking to quash
it. It would be up to the quasi-
judicial authorities/courts
to quash the demand or keep
itin abeyance.”

Sujit Ghosh, who led the
arguments for the company,
said, “This interim order es-
sentially seeksto enforce that
we have a fundamental sepa-
ration of power (under our
constitutional construct) bet-
ween the executiveand the ju-
dicial wing of governance.
The executive wing being the
tax administrator (i.e. CBIC)
in this case cannot fetter with
the adjudicatory and appella-
te powers of the quasi-judici-
alauthorities.”

“We have also challenged
Rule 28(2) of the CGST Rules
(amended) which provides
that GST at18% will be payab-
leon1% of the valueof the gu-
arantee or theactual conside-
ration, whichever is higher.
These rules have also
been challenged as being ar-
bitrary, discriminatory, and
confiscatory in nature,” Wa-
raich added.

OMY K
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/5C: Can't carry
Raj-era bias to
tag castes, tribes
‘history-sheeters’

New Delhi: Supreme Court had
ruled police cannot carry coloni-
al-era biases against persons be-
longing to certain tribes and
Scheduled Castes to mechanical-
ly brand them in theirrecordsas |
‘bad characters’ or ‘history-shee-
ters” and said sucharchaicmind-
set violated individuals’ right to
dignity guaranteed under Article
91 of the Constitution, reports
Dhananjay Mahapatra.

After nudging Delhi Police to
amend the format, which was co- |
pied from 90-year-old Punjab Po- |
lice Rules of 1934, to exclude the |
minor children and wife of aper-
gon from getting included with
him asabad character, abenchof
justices Surya Kantand KV Vish-
wanathan on Tuesday asked all
statesto revisit theirrules within
six months regarding inclusion
of a person in police’s ‘history-
sheeter record . After deci :
the case from Dethi, the benchex-
amined the desirability of ensur-
ing that no mechanical entries in
‘history sheet’ are made of inno-
cent individuals. ~Z
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“ HCorders

‘demolition of
illegal bidg on
Hidco land

Subrata Chattoraj [ TNN
Kolkata: The Caleutia High
CourtonFridayorderedNKDA
to demolish an mauthorized

construction on Hidco land as

provided in the NEDA Act,
2007. The unauthorized const-
ruction, raised without any no-
tice to the NKDA, was being
used asa party office.

Justice Amrita Sinha pas-
sed the order after perusing
the joint inspection reportsub-
mitted by the Hidco and the
NKDA. The courtalso recorded
the police report submitted to
the Hidco estate manager on
April 26. Petitioner’s counsel
Shamim Ahmed made thepray-
er for demolition of the const-
ruction.

Justice Sinha asked the co-
unsel for Hideo, the owner of
the land, whether a standard
operating procedure was in
place to clear encroachment of
govt property. The Hidco coun-
sel submitted that the SOP was
needed to be worked out by the
state departs ent concerned.

Shamim Ahmed submitted
to the murtthatasmanya_sas
party offices had come up on
Hidco land and proposed to af-
fix photographs of the
unauthorized constructions.
JusticeShmawantedtheﬂidcp.
and NKDA to launch a portal
wherethepubliccan give infor-
mation about una ithorized
constructions.

fs
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A1C: No simple formula to find
out if consent was voluntary
Vaibhav.Ganjapure the courts provides,
@timesgroup.com guidance for considering a
question of consent. Butthe |
Nagpur: The Nagpur bench court must consider facts
of Bombay HC recently ac- ‘before it and surrounding
quitted a Laturman ce circumstances. Each case

of rape by his girlfriend.
While acquitting the man,
the court held that there is
no straitjacket formula to
determine whether the sur-
vivor's consent for inter-
course was voluntary or un-
deramisconceivedndﬁun.
“The test laid down by

PRSI Sy

has its own peculiar facts,
wh-lchmayhaveabearingon
the question whether the
consent was voluntarily or
waa-gtvenundermiscomep
a division
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Vsal;s;i_oses of

Hemant Soren’s
plea in money
laundering case

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday disposed of a
plea filed by former Jharkhand
CM Hemant Soren seekingadi-
rection to the high courtt_a de-

money 1aundaring caaa AN
bench of justices Sanjiv Khan-
na and Dipankar Datta observ-
ed that the petition has become
infructuous as the high court
has delivered its Judsment on
May 3 and Soren has
challenged the same in the §C.
Sorvenhadatsesoughtm‘tap
im bail for campaigning in the
Lok Sabha elections till the
high court delivers its verdict

onhis pleaagainst arrest.

“This has become infructiy-
ous,” the bench told senior ad-
vocates Kapil Sibal an& Aeru
nabh Chowdhury; whow s
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7" HC notice to

Kareena over

‘ - , ¥ ~

Bible’ book title
Jabalpur: Madhya Pradesh
HC has issued a notice toactor
Kareena Kapoor Khan and
six others on a petition seek-
ing registration of a case
againsther for using the word
‘Bible’ to name her book on
pregnancy, thereby “hurting
the religious sentiments of
Christians”.

The HC wants to know
from the actor why the word
‘Bible’ was used in the title.

The petition was filed by
advocate Christopher Antho-
ny, a resident of Jabalpur, in
2022 after the release of the
book, ‘Kareena Kapoor

\F.han’s Pregnancy Bible', tnn

Pé
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‘Shortage of docs’:
degree despite admi

Directs Student
To Pay Open
Category Fees

swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court held that a student
wrongly gained admission
in 2012 to an MBBS degree
course in a top Mumbai col-
lege as an OBC on a non-
creamy layer certificate
based on false and suppres-
sion of information, but ob-
serving that doctors are
needed, did not cancel her
admission as she had com-
pleted the course.

sIn our country, where
the ratio of doctors to pop-
ulation is very low” with-
drawing her qualification
would “be a national loss, as
citizens would be deprived
of one doctor,” said a divi-
sion bench of Justices A'S
Chandurkar and Jitendra
Jain,noting atthe sametime
that the “unfair means” by
her parents to secure her ad-
mission under the OBC cate-
gory has “deprived another
eligible candidate™.

“If the medical profes-
sion isbased on afoundation
of false information, it
would certainly be a blot on
the noble profession,” the
HC said, adding how no stu-
dent should build their foun-
dation on suppression of
facts. But the HC wanted to
strikeabalance.

It held that the Mumbai
suburban collector was jus-
tified in 2013 in can-
celling the non-
creamy layer certifi-
cate issued to the stu-
dent Lubna Mujawar
as an OBC category
candidate,

The Lokmanya Tilak
Medical College at Sion had
then cancelled her admis-
sion to the MBBS course, in
Feh2014. But the HC saiddue
to the passage of time andas
she, based on interim orders
that allowed her to study,
completed her course in
2017, she should now be con-
ferred with the degree.

Under the interim orders
of this court which were in
operation from Feb 2014 on-
wards, the petitioner has
completed the course of
MBBS and, therefore, it
would not be proper at this
stage to withdraw the quali-

fication obtained by the pet-
itioner moresowhen the pet-
itioner has qualified as &
doctor, the court said.

The HC said the student
gained admission on her fa-
ther giving false informa-
tion and not disclosing that
the mother worked for the
municipal corporation.

The non-creamy layer
certificate entitles students
tolow fees. The HC di-
rected the student to
now pay the fees as an
open category stu-
dent for the course,
within three months,
and also additionally
pay the college Rs 50,000.

In 2012, based on a pet-
ition seeking inquiry into
OBC admissions in MBBS
courses based on non-
creamy layer certificate an
inquiry was conducted
against allstudents who had
been admitted. The petition-
er, Lubna Mujawar, said
since her father had given
her mother a falaq, he did
not mention her income on
the certificate.

The MUHS said hefalsely
stated they were not staying
togetherto avoidbeing hithy
the Rs 4.5 lakh income limit
for non-creamy status.

HC lets medico _s_a_L
ssion on false info

Court denies bail to
DHFL promoters

Rebecca.Samervel
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Refusing to grant
bail to DHFL promoters
Dheeraj and Rakesh Wadha-
wan who sought the relief on
the grounds that they had al-
ready spent more than half
the maximum sentence of
seven vears in jail, a special
PMLA court has said the one
year that the duo consumed
in stalling their bail pleas has
to be deducted from the com-
putation of the time they had
spent as undertrials. The
brothers were arrested in
2020 in a money laundering
case in which Yes Bank foun-
der Rana Kapoor and others
arealsoaccused.

In Dec last year, Kapoor
was granted bail in the case
after the judge said he had
spent more than the mini-
mum punishment period of
three years, without thefram-
ing of chargesand & trial. In
an 83-page order, the judge
had cited a table chronicling

907 dates in the case, empha-
mﬁﬁmgﬁﬁﬁaﬁsgw&—ﬁr
sponsible for the delays. Sec-
tion 436A of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code allows the re-
lease of undertrial prisoners
upon completion of half of
the maximum jail sentence.
In the case of the Wadha-
wans, the judge, said the sec-
tion does not provide an abso-
luterightof bailand itmay be
denied where the trial is de-
layed becauseof the accused.
The judge said there can-
not beany dispute thatfilinga
bail plea is a constitutional
right of any accused. The
judge said when it was no-
Hmn&nﬁﬁ%mmcn:mmarmﬁgm :
bail pleas under Sec 436A g
strategically pending, caus- i
ing impediment in the pro-
gress of the trial of otherun- :
der ftrial prisoners, co-ac- i
cused Avinash Bhosale and :
Sanjay Chhabria, a noting
was made in the daily court :
recordings about how the :
Jawyer would simply appear 3
and not pursuethe pleas. .~
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New Delhi: Delhi High Court
i hasuseditssuo motu powers to
i convert a PIL into a revision
i plea against a trial court judg-
: ment which had closed a case
i underthePocso Actagainsttwo
: men accused of watching and
i circulating child pornography.

The division bench com-
prising acting Chief Justice
Manmohan and Justice Man-
meet Pritam Singh Arora re-
cently observed that though a
PIL in criminal matters is not
normally entertained, the or-
der passed by the trial court
suffered from “manifest ille-
galities” causing “miscarria-
geof justice”.

In Sept 2023, the trial court
discharged the accused for the
offence punishable under Sec-
tion 15(2) of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act, 2012 holding that Section1d
(2)of the Act cannot be invoked
against the accused in absence

thougha PlLin
criminal mattersis

e order

of the criteria to determine the
children's age in the pOrnog-
raphic videos or photos. Two
men were made accused in the
case by the CBI after 73 videos
involvi-ng child sexual abuse
material were recovered from
theirdevices.

They were chargesheeted
under Section 678 (punishment
for publishing or transmitting
of material depicting children
insexuallyexplicitact) of theln-
formation Technology Act,
Section 15(2) (possessing, propa-
gating or displaying pornograp-
hic material in any form invol-

/  Child porn case: Delhi HC *\

turns PIL into revision petition

ving a child) of the Pocso Act
and 120B (criminal conspiracy)
of thePC.

The bench asked CBI whet-
her it was planning to challenge
the order, The CBI counsel repli-
ed in the negative and informed
that the trial with respect to the
offence under the IT Act isgoing
on before the trial court. Follo-

wing this, the bench, exercising

its suo motu revisional jurisdic-
tion, registered the PIL as asuo
motu revision petition and issu-
ad notice to thetwo accusedasto
why the imp ugned order should
not be set aside. Stating that the
trial court ignored the principle
that at the stage of framing of
charge, the only requirement is
whether there is sufficient ma-
terial on record to presume that
the accused have committed the
crime, the bench said: “The sta-
tements of the two doctors cons-
titute a prima facie view at this
stageand thesamearesufficient
material at the stage of framing
‘of charge for an offence under
Section 15(2) of the Pocso Act.”
_"l :

1
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Ex-IAS officer acquitted in
rape case after 10 years

Jaipur: Ten years after for-
mer IAS officer B B Mohan-
ty was accused of rape by an
MBA student, a special met-
ropolitan court for Pocso
cases in Jaipur acquitted
him on Wednesday.

The court held that the

prosecution could not prove
the charges of rape beyond
doubt, and agreed that she
had willingly entered into a
relationship with Mohanty.
The courtalso noted that the
woman filed the complaint
almost a year after. T

T
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Law (Enforcement) Under Influence: that’s what tends

to happen when rich/powerful drive drunk

oeks after the terrible Porsche accident in Pune, a BMW

drivenbyan dllegedly drunk son of aShivSena seniorhas

claimed alife in Mumbai. Unlike Pune police, Mumbai police
has acted swiftly and made arrests. However, the prime accused
remains at large. Cops must not let his VIP son status get in the way
of nabbing him and fast-tracking investigations.

Culture of impunity | But similarities in such accidents are too
glaring tobe missed: youngmeni‘rom'p_owerﬁﬂ or wealthy families
driving high-powered cars under the influence, often with fatal
consequences for innocents. For instance, May saw three other

\ accidents involving luxury cars, besides the Pune
R one. Thatpowex;hardorsoﬁ,hasam]etoplayhere

" is evident from Bengaluru’s example, Despite
B witnessing several such crashes involving
. influential drivers over the last decade, it has
. witnessed conviction in just one case.

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019
introduced a steep hike in fines for drunk
) driving. The newly introduced BNS's Section 106

has raised the punishment for acts of

' ? negligence that lead to death — to five years' RL

But whois going to ensure theselaws’ effective implementation?

Lax enforcement | As things stand, a bribe to cops on duty is
often all it takes for drunk drivers to getaway. And in case of aserious
accident, there is an entire system that connives to protect the
powerful and wealthy, as was made evident by the Pune episode. As
many as1,68,4911ives were lostdue toroadaccidents inIndia in2022.
And, per official data, 1,503 of those were due to drunk driving. Our
new rules and laws are still not stringent enough by first world
standards. But, more important, it is their shoddy implementation

+ thatleadstoroad tragedieslike the one in Mumbai.

'
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Constitution: People have strong sense

B Some see the Constitution as an ‘elite’
document that was gifted to the citizens of india.
Is that myth your book seeks to bust?
Both champions and  photo credit: vate University
critics shared an as- [ iy

engaged with the future Consti-
tution and turned its making into a site of
struggle. We show that the Constitution-mak-
ing was infused with public engagement on a
very large scale and generated a ‘fever of con-
stitutional expectations’. Indians read and
debated the anticipated Constitution in a range
of sites: princely states, darbars, trade unions,
refugee camps, temples, mosques and church-
es, within classrooms, in courtrooms, within
civie associations, in tribal villages in deep
forests, and among the diaspora. They also

J shared their ideas and preferences with those

in charge of drafting it.

B Since then, did the everyday relevance of the
Constitution, and invocations of it, wane?

No, in fact, even after it was made, people con-
tinued to mobilise around these aspirations
and, in many cases, were successful in chang-
ing the text and/or constitutional meaning
through their struggles. For example, at the
time of Constitution-making, Khasis across
the North-East demanded statehood. They es-

This election, there were several factors at play. Among them was
the unlikely issue of the Constitution. In an email interview with
Ketaki Desai, academics Rohit De and Ornit Shani, who have
done extensive research on the subject and are co-authoring

a book, Assembling India’s Constitution: A New History of
Constitution Making’, say that the founding document is

a continuous conversation rather than a static contract

tablished their own constitution-making body,
drafted their own constitution, and held dis-
cussions in villages across the Khasi Hills.

Photo Credit Iis Hasid None of their demands
were met in 1950, but

sumption that the Con- -~ they continued to agi-
stitution was given to | tate until they achieved
Indians by benevolent the state of Meghalaya
political elites, and that through a constitutional
the people not only amendment in 1972,
were not involved, but

had no understanding "~ W This election, we have
of what they were get- 3 seen the Constitution
ting. However, ample g B mwﬁhﬁw
evidence that we uncov-

ered, both from hitherto un- o i In the run-up to the elections, sec-
known materials and materials : 1 & tionsof the public were concerned
that were hiding in the open, RECORD about the possibility of drastic
suggests that the Indian public et | . constitutional changes if the govt

were to come back tooffice withan
overwhelming majority Commentators, more-
over, argued that the Constitution is an alien
document; that it is not really the people’s
Constitution because it was framed in a lan-
guage that was foreign to them, or because
large parts (about two-thirds of it) reproduced
the colonial Government of India Act, 1935,
By evoking it during the elections, the public
and opposition parties manifested the strong
sense of ownership of the Constitution and
the willingness to protect it, Our research
shows the Indian public acted on the basis that
it belonged to them at the time of its making.
They repeatedly used the term ‘our Constitu-
tion’, and even made unauthorised transla-
tions of it into vernacular languages, and
confronted judges and politicians with their
own interpretation of it. While the scale of
opposition led mobilisation around the Con-
stitution in the election was remarkable, it
builds on a long history of mobilisation by
many groups including Dalit political parties,
tribals, minorities, women's organisations etc,

of ownership, and want to protect it

¥ Looking at the Constitution as a social
contract, what assurances does it offer Indian
citizens in terms of the rules of engagement with
the republic?

We suggest that the Indian public turned the
Constitution into more than a fixed social
contract. It was never a static founding doc-
ument promulgated by the Constituent As-
sembly in 1950, but a continuous conversa-
tion between the citizens and the state. The
Constitution itself became the very rule of
engagement. Thus, while both the Hindu
Mahasabha and the Communist Party had

been strong critics of the Constitution in

1950, the same year, president of the Hindu
Mahasabha would defend Muslim commu-
nist detainees before the Supreme Court
using the Constitution.

¥ The last time we have seen such consistent
mention of the Constitution was during the 2019
20 CAA-NRC protests. What does it represent in
terms of people’s movements?

The protests were perhaps the most visible
and widespread struggles that invoked the
Constitution, and particularly its Preamble.
However, people’s movements from the out-
set have drawn on the Constitution both to
expand its meaning as well as to enforce it.
Be it expanding the right to food through
litigation and legislation, or more dramati-
cally the Pathalgadi movement (in
Jharkhand) carving the constitutional pro-
tection for tribal areas in the Fifth Schedule
into the landscape.

¥ Have we proved once again that the vote
matters to the ordinary Indian?

During this election, despite the extreme
heat, masses of people stood in lines waiting
to cast their vote. The key to why the vote
matters so much to Indians lies largely in
its truly equalising power. My book (‘How
India Became Democratic’) argues that be-
cause of the preparation of the electoral
rolls on the basis of universal adult fran-
chise in anticipation of the Constitution,
Indians became voters before they were
citizens. And that the institutionalisation
of procedural equality for the purpose of
authorising the govt in India’s hierarchical
and unequal society turned the idea of In-
dia’s democracy and elections into a credible
story for its people. This is why it is all the
more important to protect the integrity of
the electoral process.

u
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Nirbhaya-like 2021

gan

Kanwardeep.Singh
@timesgroup.com

¢ Bareilly: A district court in
Bareilly Monday sentenced
i three accused to life impris-

i onmentforabrutalgangrape

inMa}iZDﬂ.Whereamﬂiewas

i inserted into the Survivor’s

i rectum, reports The survivor
i spent months in & hospital
: and underwent reconstruct:

¢ jye surgery Sonu Bhatia, Ra-

i jiv Kumar, and Monu Singh

i ‘were arrested and jailed but -

i later granted bail.

i The case came fO light
i whenthe survivor's daughter
¢ filedan TIR saying her moth-
i erhad gonetomeeta relative
i onMay 23,2021, Dr Anupama
. Kativar, the doctor who treat-

the survivor, told the
“She had injuries in

g-rape case in UP

her privai_eparts,,l.?nﬂhaﬂ.lost

enormnusmoad.

Additional district govt A
counsel Harendra Rathore
described the crime’sbrutal- i
itmeomparmgittommwa :
case, He said, “The accused

sedated the woman and in-
serted a sharp object in her
privateparts. Shenearlylost
her life and had external in-

juries on various parts of

her body. The doctors had to
performa sigmoidostomy 10
change the route of fasces. :
The survivor endured an
excruciating process for a :

longtime.”

Aﬂthe‘l] ac S ﬂ"ll’ﬂ e E
awarded life imprisonment :
and fined Rs 30,000 each. The
survivor will receive Rs i)
75.000 from the fines as com-
pensation. :

A

Vﬂfé
‘/3 given life term in
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HC orders
probe against
overstaying
B'desh nat’l
Kolkata: Calcutta High Court
on Thursday dﬁwedthe&am-
Security Control Or
(SSCO) to investigate a crimi-
nal case against a Bangladesh
national who overstayed in the
state after his visa expired in
2016, reports Subrata Chatio-
raj. Petitioner Megha Dutta

had filed a plea, seeking PMLA
charges against accused Tima

thétﬂlaac{msedwasparwf are-
al estate group which had been

charges. Thedmmunhmchna—-
ted that the report of the SSCO
stated there was no evidence of
money laundering. It directed
the SSCO to investigate the mat-
ter and refer it to ED if the mo-
ney laundering charge was pri-
mafacie established.
g 7
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7 SC tays il July S HC order
Gawli’s early release

allowing

Mumbai: Supreme Court’s
vacation bench on Monday
stayed till July 15 the remis-
sion and premature release
ﬁ'ompﬁsonpermjttedbyﬂxe
Bombay HC to convicted
gangster Arun Gulab Gaw-
li and barred his exit
from custody tillthen, f

The SC bench of
Justices Aravind Ku-

% ﬁ;@

under Maharashtra Control

of Organised Crime Act, The
life sentence is life till end of
naturallife, 8C has held time
and again. The state, howey-
er, has a remission policy in
place for lifers, )
The state had filed a spe-
cial leave petition (SLP)
seeking to e the
April 5 judgment of
the Nagpur bench of

mitted the gangster’s

mar and Sandeep i i early release, citing a
Mehta issued a notice "L Y 2006 state policy for re-
to  Gawli, stating, | 0! mission, called ‘pre-
“There shall be an interim mature release policy’,

stay of the impugned order,
till thenext date of hearing.”
Gawli is serving a rigor-

ous life imprisonment sen-
tence after an Aug 2012 con-
viction for murder of Shiv
Sena corporator Kamlakar
Jamsandekar in 2007 as well
&Ezms and 2009 special cases

The state, represented by
senior counsel Raja Tha-
kare, said the high court or-
der was “ misconceived” as
the law provides power tore-
mitasentence tothegovt. SC
had in a 1976 ruling said only
govt possesses the sole dis-
cretion of granting remis-

Bombay HC that per- -

siontoaconvictand the state
is, thus, arguingnow that HC
cannot compel govt to re-
lease aprisoner.

The high court, in its
April order, had given the
state four weeks to pass con-
sequential orders for imple-
mentation of the remission,

The state’s SLP said Gaw-
li is a ‘hardened eriminal-
turned-politician’ convicted
and sentenced to life impris-
onment for his role in a
crimesyndicate caseand has
other pending cases against
him, including some under
the stringent MCOCA. It
said the high coyirt failed to
consider the potential im-
pact on society dt large be-
fore permitting Gawli’s re-
lease. SC wacation bench |

‘saidsinceit'samatter of pol-

icy,itrequires consideration

‘and, thus, stayed implemen.

tation of the HC j udgmen%/ i
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"7 Bar & Bench, And Economy: Please Run In ﬁm:mmEJg,

A jammed and inefficient justice system is preventing India and Indians frém performing to
potential. Judges, lawyers, processes all need an upgrade. Here’s how to do it

Sakate Khaitan

ndia is the world’s fifth-largest economy and over
the next decades, it will see even more significant

| transformation. This has to be supported by a
legal system that’s up to the task.

Whatwehave, instead, isa system that's slow

and inefficient. As of Dec 2023, the 25 high courts had
over 61L cases pending and the subordinate courts,
more than 4.4cr. The challenge is that our large
population can franslate into a large caseload. So,
only hard decisions and a radical approach can get
thejob done.
" Alegal system hastwocritical parts: the Barand the
Bench, Discussions on judicial reform often focus only
on the Bench, neglecting lawyers. Both facets must be
addressed.

Increase bench strength | Govt has created additional
capacity and reduced court workloads through
administrative tribunals (such as National Company
Law Tribunal and tax tribunals) and forums like Lok
Adalat. Additional capacity can be built by recruiting
lawyers from the Bar on a temporary basis and
promoting specialised tribunals.

Govt, litigateless | The largest number of pending cases
involve govt or govt-backed enterprises. Points of law
already decided in previous cases keep getting re-
litigated, as SC has also observed in a recent judgment.
This wastes resources and increases costs. It will be
transformative if govt departments initiate only
necessary litigation, holding officers accountable and
requiring a panel to evaluate the merits of litigation
beforeit’sinitiated.

Setfirm timelines | In UK, commercial matters includea
process hearing where each sidestatesthe time and date
for each stage. India should adopt a similar process.
Heretoo, a process hearing at the start of a case should

set firm timelines for each stage. Not adhering to the
agreed timeline should evoke significant costs for
both litigants and lawyers. At the hearing, the court/
tribunal should also assess whether the case really
requires a lengthy trial. If not, decide matters on the
basis of documents or oral arguments.

Cover costs | Costs of litigation need to be determined
upfront, the numbers -

being real and significant.
Courts and  arbitral
tribunal should make
‘security for costs’ anorm,
with non-payment treated
as contempt. On a prelimi-
nary assessment of the
case, the court/tribunal
must also decide if any of
the parties needs to solely
bear the ‘security for
costs’. In money recovery
cases, granting interest
at bank rates and on a
compound basis, along
with legal costs, should
become standard practice,

Y

Discipline lawyers | They
are in urgent need of
transparency and acco-
untability Because adjo- -
urnments sought on personal grounds are the norm,
fraud is stated as a matter of course, arguments
pleaded when there is no ground for such pleading,
and matters taken on even though thereisnorelevant
experience. They need a strong disciplinary body
that holds them accountable for any negligence,
unethical practices, delay tactics, and bad behaviour
in general.Itneeds to be staffed with independent and
impartial members.

Allow contingency fees | In commercial matters,
contingeney fee arrangements should be allowed, to help
financially weak parties pursue justice. But the same
should not be allowed in personal matters - permitting
this has created an ‘ambulance chaser’ dysfunction in US.

Improve judge training | Better case disposal also
depends on better training for judges. Cases should
also be assigned to them
basis their training, subject
matter knowledge, and
experience. Currently, too
many commereial matters
are heard by judges with no
relevant experience,

Discourage frivolous litiga-
tion | Establish a centralised
regisiryof casesthatenables
a proper assessment of
credit risk in dealing with
counterparties. This trans-
parency could discourage
habitual litigants from
unnecessary litigation.

Ensure enforcement | Create
_ specialised tribunals for
£ enforcement proceedings,
.Z£ which have to complete
= proceedings within six
months. Ensuring contracts are enforced and legal
rights are protected in a timely manner will both boost
investor confidence and improve citizens’ quality of life.

India’s judicial system is often criticised for its delays
and inefficiencies. For the country to secure its place
on theglobal stage, timely certainty in theruleof law is
essential. Justice must not only be done but be seen to
bedone.

The writer is a lawyer =
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“Seven Adani grp CoS get
Sebi show cause notices

New Delhi: Seven out of the
10 listed firms of Adani
group have received show
cause notices from the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board
of India(Sebi)for alleged vi-
olation of related party
transactions and non-com-
pliance with listing regula-
tions, the companies said in
their regulatory filings to
the stock exchanges.

While group’s flagship
Adani Enterprises, renew-
able energy firm Adani
Green Energy (AGEL) and
city gas distributor Adani
Total Gas said Sebi sent no-
tices of their parent or hold-
ing company controlled by
conglomerate’s chairman
! Gautam Adani, portscompa-
¢ nyAdaniPorts & Special Ec-
{ onomic Zone, Adani Power,
i electricity  transmission
: firm Adani Energy Solu-
i tions,and commodities firm

Adani Wilmar said they have
received Sebi notices.

Making the disclosure as
: part of notes to their respec-
¢ tive Jan-March quarter and
2023-24 financial results
statements, all the firms in
almost identical statements
said thereisnomaterialnon-
compliance with applicable
laws and regulations and no
¢ material consequential ef-
; fect. However, auditors of
i the companies, except those
¢ for Adani Green Energy.
I Adani Total Gas and Adani
: Wilmar, issued a qualified
: opinion on the financial
: statements, implying that
i the outcome of the Sebi in-
: vestigation may have a bear-
i ing on the financial state-
! mentsinthefuture.

The conglomerate’s ce-
: ment companies ACC and
: Ambuja Cement said they
i have not received any notice

Alleged violation of related party
transactions

from Sebi on the matter and
there was no open matter re-
lating to them and any non-
compliance of applicable
regulations. Its media unit
NDTV did not say anything
about receiving Sebinotices.

The Sebi notices are part
of a probe that followed US
short-seller Hindenburg Re-
search making damning al-
legations of corporate frand
and stock price manipula-
tion ag%unst the Adani
Group in Jan 2023, Though
Adanivehemently deniedall
allegations, the report trig-
gered astock rout that wiped
out about $150 billion of the
group’s market value at its
lowest point.

Most of the group stocks
have bounced back as the
ports-to-energy conglomer-
ate plotted a comeback strat-
egy. A show cause notice is
not an indictment and seeks
an explanationfmmentit:es
as to why legal action should
not be taken against them.

AGEL in the filingon Fri-
day said a short-seller's re-
port (SSR)made certain alle-
gations against some of the
Adani Group companies.
The matter went to the Su-

preme Court (SC), which ob-

that Sebi was investi-

gating the matjer while also
constituting an expert com-

mittee to investigate as well :

as suggest measures to

strengthenexistinglawsand
regulations. The expertcom- i

mittee in its May 6, 2023, re-
port found “"no regulatory
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failure in respect of applica- |

ble laws and regulations,”
AGEL said, “The Sebi also
concluded its investigations

in 22 of the 24 matters as per :

the status report dated Aug
25,2023, tothe SC.”

On Jan 3. 2024, the SC dis-
posed of all matters in vari-
ous petitions, including
those relating to separate in-
dependent investigationsre-
lating to the allegations in
the SSR. Further, the SC di-
rected Sebi to complete the
pending two investigations,
preferably within three
months, and take its investi-
gations (including 22 al-
ready completed) to their
logical conclusion inaccord-
ance with the law.

“During the quarter end-
ed March 31, 2024, the hold-
ing company has received a
show cause notice from the
Sebi relating to validity of
Peer Review Certificate
(PRC) of one of joint audi-
tors in earlier financial
years, which the holding
company has responded to,”
it said. Adani Enterprises

(AEL) on Thursday stated
that it has received the no-
tices from Sebi alleging non-
mmﬁiance with provisions
of the Listing Agreenient
and LODR Reiuliatmns per-
taining to ted party
nsactions in respect of
certain transactions with
third partles and validity or
peer review certificates of
statutory auditors with re-
specttoearlier years. acencies
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7HC quashes 22.5cr notice 0"

Haldwani riot ‘mastermind’

Dehradun: Uttarakhand
Court on Friday
guashed a recovery notice
of Rs2.5 crore served to Ab-
dul Malik, the alleged mas-
termind of the violence in
Haldwani’s Banphoolpura
area,reports Pankul Shar-
ma. Malik is currently in
jail. The notice sought com-
pensation for the destrue-
tion caused during the un-
rest on Feb 8 as violence
erupted in the Banphoolpu-
raareawhenateamof local
administration and munic-
ipal corporation officials
Jaunched an anti-encroach-
ment operation, demolish-
ing an “unauthorised” ma-
.drassaanﬂapnayer_p}aee.

The structures were

ilt on govt land tha

of any offence”.

istration had estimated loss
to public and private prop-
erty due to violence at over
Rs 2.6 crore. On Feb 12, the
Haldwanimunicipal corpo-
ration issued arecovery no-
tice to Abdul Malik for the
damages incurred.
Subsequently, thetehsil-
dar of Nainital, acting on
behalf of the district ad-
ministration, ‘appended a
10% citation charge to the
sum, escalatingthetotalno-
tice to over Rs 2.48 crore,
which was delivered to Ma-
lik. Malik contested notice-
in HC, asserting that it “vio-
hmd-regiﬂaﬁons" and that
“he had not been convicted
_an Single-

judge bench headed by Jus-

 tice Manoj Kumar Tiwari

| the recovery no-

-

Py
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/ Human trafficking case: NIA serves

notice to Tripura homemaker

Biswendu Bhattacherjee | tun

Agartala: As a part of the
ongoing crack-down opera-
tion against a human traf:
ficker’s gang in Tripura,
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) issued notice
to 42-yr-old Sonia Aktar, a
homemaker from Matina-
garof West Tripura.
According to sources,
NIA had asked her to appe-
ar before the branch office
in Guwahati on May 28 but
she had not turned up,
Sonia was summoned
along with two others— Ja-
lil Miah (53) and George Mi-
ah (69) of Belabar after NIA
found them involved in
cross-border crimes and a
human trafficking net-
work. “Jalil and George ap-
peared before the NIA team
onTuesday. Afteraprolong-
ed interrogation, Jalil was

NIA with the

support of BSF
picked up as many
as 29 border touts
last year who
were found active
in a human
trafficking gang
and have been
under NIA custody

arrested. George was relea-
sed on medical grounds,”
officials said here on
Thursday NIA with the
supportof BSF picked upas
many as 29 border touts last
year who were found active
in a human trafficking
gang and have been under
NIA custody:

The traffickers have a
network on both sides of
the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der, say NIA sources, The

gangisinvolved in the traf-
ficking of Rohingya and
underprivileged people
from Bangladesh and bor-
dering areasof Tripura, to
other Indian cities and co-
untries of the Middle East.
The gang is also invol-
ved indrug smuggling and
making fake Indian docu-
ments and passports from
Tripura, Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharash-
tra. As many as 33 persons
had earlier been arrested in
a related case, which NIA
had taken over from Assam
Special Task Force.
Meanwhile, Tripura Po-
lice launched an investiga-
tion into the drug smugg-
ling network.
 Initial probe suggests
the smuggling racket ope-
rated from Myanmar had
been using a route from Mi-
zoram to Tripura. {

Ps
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“Jailed Anritpal to fight F*
~ asInd from Khadoor
 Sahib, says his counsel

; Neel.Kamal@timesgroup.com meet Amritpal where I
: made a request for him to
: Bathinda/Amritsar: Self- ‘contest parliamentary elec-
claimed Sikh preacher, sep-  tion from Khadoor Sahib
: aratist and “Waris constituency. He gave
i PunjabDe” chief Am-
. ritpal Singh has de-
i cided to contest the
! tions from Khadoor
i Sahib Lok Sabha seat
i in Punjab as an Inde-
i pendent candidate.

! Rajdev Singh Khalsa, made
i the announcement on

a gurdwara at Rode, native
village of Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale, the 14th
head of Damdami Taksal
and militant separatist who
waskilled in Operation Blue
Star. Earlier, SAD (Amrit-
sar) president Simranjit
Tarn Taran in 1989 while
lodged in Bhagalpur jail
»i
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7 Rape accused's
.~ home bulldozed
 inMP’s Guna

| Bhopal: District administra-
i tion in MP" sGunaon&md&y-.

neighbour mmgsurﬁharm.
to transferring her ma |
' property into hisname,

Thé woman, who lost sight
in one eye and damaged the
other, wason Saturdayevening
transferred from Guna Dis-
trict Hospital to Gwalior for
surgery after she recorded tes-
timony in court, police said.

She recounted a month-
long ordeal of captivity and
assault by Ayaan Pathan, who

~rubbed chili powder on her

 wounds and sealed her lips |
with adhesive to stifle her
cries, police said. Pathanalso
hit her eyes with stones, How-
ever, she managed to escape
on Thursday and staggered
5km through the night to re-
ach Cantonment police m. |
t}{m on Fridaymo e |

one-room hcuseinﬂmkmg;_
area was built on 3&‘”.’* _@m:
served on him. Tnn
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““Murder probe will depend on dlgltalﬁ |
evidence, statements by witnesses’ -

pwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: The state CID and
Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
which are investigating the
murder of Bangladeshi MP
Anwar Azim Anar, have mat-
ched the digital evidence ac-
cumulated so far. This inclu-
des CCTV footage, mobile
calls and mobile location
tracking.
Harun-or-Rashid, the chi-
of of the detective branch of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
U has asserted that the investi-

gation into Anar's murder
will depend on “digital evi-
dence and the statement of
the witnesses”, regardless of
whether the slain MP's body
parts are fully recovered or
not.
Md Ama-

played a key role in getting
Azim over to the flat in New
Town where he was killed.
The statements of the wit-
nesses and the accused have
been aligned with the digital
evidence.

CID investi-

et o DESH MP KILLIN G o

alias Shimul

Bhuiyan, the prime suspect
in the murder case, is alrea-
dy in custody and Bangla-
desh police have obtained a
significant amount of infor-
mationfrom himand Celesty
Rahaman, the woman who

Thursday said
they have enough reasons to
believe Md Siam Hossain
from Bhola’s Borhanuddin
in Bangladesh handled the
disposal of the MP's body

rts. He is currently on the
run and believed to be some-

where in Nepal. His father’s
colleagues and neighbours :
mentioned that Siam works
at a software company in i
Dhaka with a good salary @
and frequently travels to In- i
dia and Nepal for work. He :
haspurchasedalntof Jandin
Barisal, Borhanuddin, and
Dhaka. “We will correlate
the digital evidence with the :
witness statements and with
the help of logical and juri-
sprudent discretion, we will i
proceed further,” said Ha-
run, who is leading the mur- :
der investigation. v
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DKS claims animal sacrifice
in Kerala to ‘destroy’ him

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Karnataka
deputy CM DK Shivaku-
mar has claimed thathis “ri-
vals” were performing yag-
nas and animal sac-
rifices at a Shiva |4
/shrine in Left-gov-
erned Kerala's
Kannur to “destroy
his political ca-
reer” and that of 3
his Congress colleague and
CM Siddaramaiah.
Ministers in Kerala and
authorities of the Rajara-
jeshwara Temple in Kan-
nur's Thaliparambu respon-
ded with dismay and scepti-
cism to Shivakumar's accu-
sations.  Kerala CPM
secretary MV Govindan
said “Shivakumar is crazy”
and aceused him of “mock-
ing” thestate’s culture.
Shivakumarmade theal-

legations Thursday, saying
his “political opponents in
the state were performing a
yagnas at Rajarajeshwara
Temple”, over 300km from
Bengaluru. The shrine is
named after ‘Rajara-
jeshwaran’ — an epi-
thet of Lord Shiva —
and is among 108 re-

= ‘ol vered Shiva temples in

Bl Kerala. Asked if he sus-
bl pected BJP or JDS,
Shivakumar claimed he
knew the people behind it
but refused to take names.
“For this yagna, pancha bali
(five kinds of sacrifices) has
been given: 21 goats, three
puffaloes, 21 black sheep,
five pigs and three hens.
Aghoris (a monastic order
of Shaivite ascetics) have

been approached. It is going

on,” Shivakumar had said.
On Friday, the temple au-
thorities in Kerala ex-

pressed dismay at being em-
broiled in the row and insist-
ed thatnoanimalsacrificeis
partof theirrituals. “This is
anancienttempleandoneof
the most popular in Kerala.
Wedismiss the allegations,”
the temple’s administrative
officer said.

Devaswom (temple en-
dowment) minister K Rad-
thakrishnan termed such oc-
currences “highly improba-
ble” in Kerala while promis-
ingaprobe into the claims.

“Kerala higher education
minister R Bindu dismissed
Shivakumar’s allegations
as unfounded but appeared
to insert a cautionary refer-

F1o

TIMES .

ence to regressive practices |

elsewhere Adding to the
chorus of rebuttals, CPM
secretary Govindan assert-
ed that Rajarajeshwara tem-
ple does not conduct “super-
stitious practices”.
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convict beaten
to death in jail

\sg-year-old convict in the
1993 Mumbai

blasts case was thrashed to
death Sunday in Kolhapur’s
Kalamba Central Jail by five
inmates. Munna, whose
known aliases included Mo-
hammad Alikhan and Ma-
nojkumar Bhawarlal Gupta,
was beaten with concrete
and metal coversof adraina-
gechambernear the prison’s
bathing well at 7.55am.

Swati Sathe, DIG (Pri-
sons),said themotive behind
theattack was yettobeascer-
tained. But preliminary pro-
e revealed long animosity
between the attackers and

Munna. Munna’s attackers
have been identified as Bab-
lu, Pratik, Ruturaj, Sourabh
Vikas Sidh andﬂipakmajl
Khot. They face various ca-
ses, including those under

\the smngentMCOCA P4
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blasts convict
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in Kolhapur jail
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Kolhapur: A 59-year-old con-
vict in the 1993 Bombay serial

blasts case was thrashed to
death Sunday in Kolhapur's
Kalamba Central Jail by five
inmates. Munna — whose |
known aliases included Mo-
hammad Alikhan and Mano-
jkumar Bhawarlal Gupta —
was beaten with concrete and
metal covers of a drs
chamber near the prison’s
bathing wellat 7.55am.

Swati Sathe, DIG (Pris-

ons), said the motive behind

the attack was vet to be ascer-
tained. Preliminary investi-

gations revealed longanimos-
ity between the attackers and |
Munna. “There are four Bom- *

“ bay blasts convicts in Kalam-
ba. For their safety we will
separate them from regular
inmates, If required. we will
shift them to other prisons,”
Sathe said. Munna was
brought to Kalamba jail in
2013. He had completed his
original 14-year aentemm-but

V8Cin mmhmﬁéd
shment to a li
had escorted
Tiger Memon Emm ‘Mumbai
to Raigad for the landing of

RDX and arms before the

blasts on March 12, 1993, that
killed over 250 people and in-
jured over 1,400. Munna's at-
tackers were Bablu, Pratik,
Ruturaj, Sourabh Vikas Sidh
and Dipak Netaji KhOL

Py
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Mumbai: ter
years after actor Laila
Khan and five of her
family were killed and
buried at their lgatpuri
farmhouse, a sessions
court on Thursday con-
victed her st plather;
' ] Parvez

Reshma Patel, last
seen in the 2008 movie
‘Wafa: A Deadly Love
Story’with Rajesh Khan-
na, rpeots Rebecca Sa-
mervel.

| Judge Sachin Bal-
' vant Pawar is likely to
on Tu ximum

In jail since his arrest in
2012. Laila, her mother
Selina, siblings Azm g, |
niece Reshma went mis-
sing in Feb 2011, Ami&
sing persons’ complaint
was filed by Laila’s own
father, who was Selina’s
first husbhand. o
pected Selina of adﬁ- i
tery. The chargesheet al-
Sosaid Tak killed the six :
not ﬂmﬂﬂhamha:ﬁ the :
money the family had re-
ceived from busine ss i
deals with a Dubai-based i

p
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“Victim asked for
necklace before

Hwh stn murder

Rupak Banerjee | Tnn

Howrah: The demand for an
expensive gold necklace co-
uld have led to the daylight
murder on a platform at the
Howrah railway station’s
new complex on Wednesday
afternoon.
Investigations into the
« killing of a 35-year-old Bong-
aon woman, Sonali Biswas
alias Rwivu, by Maharashtra
resident Mungesh Yadav ha-
ve revealed that the woman
had demanded a gold neckla-
ce worth several lakhs from
the accused, with whom she
hadaromanticrelation earli-
er

The two child-

ren need coun-

selling as they
had witnessed
their mother’s
gruesome murder

A police officer

ce have advised the victim’s
husband to take the two child-
ren for counselling as they
had witnessed their mother’s
gruesome murder.

Pintu told police on
Thursday that he, along with
his wife, two children and the

. The accused accused,
claimed Sonali STABBED ON went to Na-
and her hus- badwip on
band, Pintu, had PI‘ATFORM Wednesday,

extorted Rs 10 lakh from him
in two instalments earlier
and had then made the neck-
lacedemand. The trio used to
work in a hotel-cum-lodge in
Mumbai.

On Thursday, Howrah Ci-
ty Police sources said the wo-
man had been demanding a
necklace from the accused
and threatened to otherwise
break up their extra-marital
affair Mungesh had arrived
from Mumbai a few days ago
and gone to the couple’s hou-
se to discuss the matter, Poli-

From there, they came to Ho-
wrah station to see off Yadav,
who was to leave on Gitanjali
Express.

Howrah City Police DC
North Bishop Sarkar said,
“After the murder, Pintu and
others assaulted Yadav, frac-
turing his shin bone. He has
been admitted to Howrah Dis-
trict Hospital. We will inter-
rogate him after recovery. We
are also concerned about the
mental health of Sonali's two
children, who watched their
motherbeingkilled.”

—
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”Bowbazar blast: Bomb-maker
on life term appeals for release

Subrata Chattoraj| Tnn Ganguly Street into rubble,
: While Khan, along with
i Kolkata: The Calcutta High four others, has been in jail
! Court on Monday stayed till for the past 31 years, one of
i June 24 the single bench or- the convicts was released un-
: der directing the West Beng- der the provisions of the
i al State Sentence Review Bo- West Bengal Correctional
: ard(SSRB)toconsiderthere- Services Act after he turned
¢ lease of life convict Md Kha- blind. Chief Justice T § Si-
: lid, the bomb-maker in the vagnanam held thatgettinga
1 1993 Bowbazar blast case in remission was not a funda-
: which 69 people werekilled. mental right of the convict
: Six persons, including prisoner. The division bench
: sattadon Rashid Khan, were : s wanted to examine all the
* sentenced for life by the Cal- 4 file photo of Bowbazar blast aspectsof thecase, including
cutta High Court under the  accused Rashid Khan and others what impact the proposed
provisions of the Terrorist prematurerelease of thecon-
and Disruptive (Prevention) The powerful blast had re-  vict would have on the com-
Act(TADA). duced an entire buildingon BB munity.

——_
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-~ Woman killed after BMW
eeler in Mumbai
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_hits two-wh

" Law Equal For All,

No One Will Be
Spared: Maha CM

Mumbai: A woman died af
ter the two-wheeler on which
she was travelling with her
husband was hit by a BMW
car in Mumbai’s Worli area
in the early hours of Sunday;
a police official said. The
woman, identified as Kaveri
Nakhwa (45), was travelling
with her husband Pradip on
the arterial Annie Besant
Road when the luxury car
driver lost control around
5:30am, the Worli police sta-
tion official said.

“Kaveri Nakhwa fell on
the road. Passersby alerted
police about the incident.

VLY § 2oy

Cops inspect the damaged BMW at Worli police station in Mumbai

ay Hadkar

She was rushed to civic-run
Nair Hospital where doctors
declared her dead on arrival.
Kaveri and her husband are
fisherfolk and were on their

way home in Worli Koliwada
from Sassoon Deck in Cola-
ba,” he said. The driver of
the car, Rajesh Shah, and one
more oceupant identified as

Page 291 of 373

Rajrishi Rajendrasingh Bi-
dawat have been booked and
detained, the Worli police
station official said.

Speaking about the inci-
dent, Maharashtra CM Ek-
nath Shindesaid thelaw was
equal for everyone and no
one would be spared. Asked
if the man involved in the
Mumbai accident was a Shiv
Sena leader's son, the CM
just said: “The law is equal
for all and govt sees every
case in the same way. There
will be no separate rule for
this accident. Everything
will be done as per the law.”
“The police will not shield
anyone. The Mumbai acci-
dent is unfortunate. I have
spoken to the police depart-
ment to take strict action,”
headded. p7i

\
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~ Crowd w ._

alleges
‘Not Injuries,
People Died Of
Asphyxiation’

Mohammad.Dilshad
@timesofindia.com

Agra: The lawyer repre-
senting the self-styled god-

man Surdjpal Singh alias
Bhole Baba, in whose event
at Hathras 121 people were
killed during a stampede
last Tuesday, has alleged
that a ‘conspiracy” was be-
- hind the tragedy and the

+ Inelee was “sparked by
. Some miscreants

poisonoussubstancesinthe
crowd, resulting in several
deaths by asphyxiation.”
A P Singh, advocate for
the godman, claimed that
“morethan a dozen individ-
uals were seen throwing
Poisonous substances at the
crowd”, which caused panic
and led to the catastrophe,
Singh made these elaims at
amedia briefing in Delhion
Sunday. Later, speaking to
TOL Singh said, “A few aye-
witnesses have reached out
tomeanonymously and dis-
closed that there were 151§
individuals carrying cans
filled with polsonous sub-
stances, They opened these
among the ¢rowd. T have
seen post-mortem reports
of thoss killed, which
showed that they died of as-
phyxiation and not because
of injuries,” :
Addressing the press
conference, Singh had

8p
ba" “The

€ stampede in

thras. The advocate
footage from toll booths to track the mis

Page 292 of 373

cate urged palice to
creants' cars

termed the incident “a con-
€y against Bhole Ba-
dressed in half-pants and
i_lcarvas. waresaenmmn;n-ns
the crowd, spray. 1g the
Polsonous substance from

women were falling to the

These individuals were

cars soon after,

seen fleeing and boarding
ter,” he alleged.
He added, “T met some

ome
women in hospital after the
incident, and they told me

they saw unidentified men

preading this spray. Peaple

fell_tuthq_gzpund.qndnthm
trampled over them. It was a
pre-planmed mass
Theconsp as hatche
to malign Baba, whose po

 Singhurgedthe policeto

seize CCTV foptage from

toll booths to identify the

ca.r-tesiatrationnuﬁ;hqr_saf.

murder
e

5€ pop-
ularity among people has
been rising,”

the miscreants. He also
shared several documents
showing the permission
granted by the Hathras ad-
ministration for the event,

_ Nine people, including |
the main accused — chief |

organiser Devpi
Madhukar — have

ar- |

rested in connection with !

the stampeds so far Offi-
cials said Madhukar was
not only the organiser but
also the fundraiser of the
satsang, where more than
2.5 lakh people had gath-

ered, three times above the

‘permitted limit of 80,000,
Bhole Baba was not men-
tioned as an accused in the

FIR lodged at the local 8i- :

kandraRau policestation,

On Saturday, Hathras

policehad said they were al-

'S0 probing the suspected
funding of the congrega-

tion by a political party and

e e e

warned of the “strictest i

possibleaction” against it.

(Withagency inputs)

e

A



™MEe  Timés

JoLY

of IrMA

R 202

A

£ Poﬁlficefhuntron,-_

)

Bhole Baba
releases video

athissalsangmwhichlﬂp&
ople were killed, Surajpal
Singh, also known as Bhole
Baba, on Saturday sald tha
“mischief-makers” and “an-
ti-social elements” behind
the tragedy would not be spa-
red and urged followers to
havefaithintheadnﬂnisﬂ'a

tion heslthandwedﬂingex
pensesof the victims' famili-
es, the lawyersaid.

%
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14
“SIT chief: Hathras

@timesofindia.com 'L
Hathras: Authorities in-
vestigating Tuesday’s
stampede at a ‘satsang’ in
Hathras have recorded 90
statements, includingthose
of the DM and SP as well as
UP health department offi-
cers, who managed the situ- f
ation following the tragedy.

Anupam Kulshrestha,
ADG (Agra zone) and head .
of the SIT probing the stam-
pede that claimed 121 lives,

“told PTI, “Evidence sug-
gests culpabilityonthe part
of the event’s organisers.”

Late on Friday, the lawy-
g1 of main ac Devpra-
kash Madhukar claimed
that he had surrendered in
Delhi and been taken into
custody by UP police. Mad-
hukar, the ‘mukhya seva-
dar’ of the satsang where
the stampede oceurred, is
fhe only accused named in
the FIR. Six other sevadars
have been arrested and

_Kulshrestha said more arr-
ests were likely.

» Conspiracy angle, P10 !
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a special CBI court award-
ing on Tuesday a life term to
Anand Prakash Tiwari for
: the murders of two chief

:  medical officers (CMOs) in Lucknow 13

i years ago, the spotlight is back on the

! NRHM scam which ultimately became

i oneof the reasons for the fail of the then

:  Mayawatided BSP govt. The two CMOs

: hadbeen shot whileon morning walks by

: Tiwari and his men. Both murders were
: Jinkedto the NREM scam.

launched the Na-

:  tional Rural Health Mission (NRHM]} on

April 12,2005 to provide quality healthcare
i totherural population, Rampant irregu-
larities in its implementation were re-
- yealed when BSP was,in govt in Uttar
Pradesh between 2007 and 2012. According
to the CBI, which is investigating on the
Allahabad high court’s orders, over Rs
S,Tﬂﬂmm_disbmwdtomdlﬁ medical
officers (CMOs) in UP
through the NRHM was
siphoned off. The CAG
Ap-nmosmmﬁrchmummm
Mission, responsible for implementing
NRHM schemes, “did not discharge its
responsibilities adequately resulting in
Rs 5,754 crore going unaccounted for”.

TWO MURDERS THAT BLEW THE LID
OFF THE SCAM
Two murders put the spotlight on the
scam, On Oet 27, 2010 Lucknow CMO Dr
Vinod Arya was shot dead by motorcycle-
borne assailants in Lucknow. Sixmonths
Jater, on April 2, 2011, another CMO, Dr
Bpsmgh,waski]ledinaimﬂaﬂas‘nmm
thecity. The police subsequently arrested
deputy CMO DrY'S Sachan in connection
with Singh’s murder. But on June 22,2011
Sachan was found dead in mysterious
eircumstances in Lucknow jail. This led
Mawbﬁcoumomanegﬁim@ﬁﬂn
in the NRHM. The then govt
t T i P DT dn Tl M

E13 Explains
o

| VO MURDERS THAT
~ SHOOK UP 13YE

lahabad high court which in Nov that year
ordered a wider probe by the CBL

The CBI formed a special team which ar-
rested the then family welfare minister,
Babu Singh Kushwiha, and UP principal
socretary thealth and family wellarey
Pradoep Shukla for alleged roles i the
scam, It also raided more than 100 places
across UP and questioned hundreds of
people in connection
with the scam. Many

too were questioned. The CBI has so far
registered 74 cases and filed 65
dm‘gﬁsheets.mdimtomm}ﬁe

RS AGU
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pemmmalhestatep:ﬂtmiﬁaﬂydahmd
it was suicide but his family alleged foul
plmzsusped:inghehaﬁbeanmurdmdto
pmmthirnfmmmqmsingt}mewlmhad
“famed” him. A judicial inguiry by the
Lucknow CJM concluded that it was
the CTE 10 investigate Dr Sachan's death.
1 Sept 2012, the CBI (led aclosure report
gsaying it was suicide due to hanging,
which was corroborated by opinion from
ATIMS doctors. Despite protests by Dr
Sachan’s widow, Malti Sachan, and sub-
wquemmm‘tmﬂmtsﬁﬂurthﬂ'immsﬁga—
tion, the CBIfiled another closure report
in Aug 2017 smtim_merewasmevidmce
of homicide Malti Sachan persisted, filing
acomplaintin Nov 2019 that included tes-
timonies and autopsy reports. A lower
court rejected the closure report but the
HC upheld it in 2023. However, the case
remains unresolved.

PHONE CALLS NAILED THE SHOOTER
A senior officer privy to the probe dis-
closed that Dr YS Sachan had hired two
shooters, AP Tewari and Vinod Sharma,
with the help of one RK Verma to elimi-
nateAryaalﬂSing‘:asﬂaeyhadstarted
ordering probes in the NRHM scam. Po-
lice say Tiwari, after eliminating both
(MOs, had made a phone call to RK Ver-
ma saying “Kaam Ho gaya (The job has
been done)”. Call detail record analysis
pmmd-that’!‘imrﬂmdbeennttlm:rime
scenammeﬂdelmalsommﬂﬁmt

the weapon recovered from Tiwari was
3 i i amd U Hho twn CMOs, &
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26/ accused to be quizze d to track down‘absconder’

Rebecca.Samervel@timesgroup.com

- Mumbai: A special trial court on Mon-
: day granted permission to police to

i question arrested 26/11 Mumbai terror

. attack accused Abu Jundal while in cus-
i tody, to help establish the identity of a
i key absconding accused. Jundal is the

: soleaccused on trial in the case.

The Crime Branch sought permis-
sion to question Jundal about freshly ac-
quired informationreceived onthe iden-
tification. Jundal has been in custody in
thecasesince his arrest in 2012,

“Prosecution filed an application for
permission to interrogate accused Say-
yed Zabiuddin Sayyed Zakiuddin Ansari

alias Abu Jundal... Application is hereby
allowed,” special judge RN Rokadesaid.

The judge said that the Talaja Central
Jailsuperintendent is to permit officersto
confront Jundal with the information and
torecord statement, if any, in presence of
jailauthorities. Thejudgegranted the per-
mission from Tuesday till Saturday from
10am to5pm.

The officers... are also permitted to
carry laptop, digital device and other reg-
uisitestationery injail, andautharitiesto
makearrangement, the judgesaid.

In 2016, aspecial trial court convicted
12 persons, including Jundal, and sen-
tenced them to life in the Aurangabad
arms haul ease. Jundal is suspected to

have been a handler of the 10 Pakistani
terrorists involved in the attacks.

The supplementary chargesheet fil-
ed dgainst him in Oct 2012 said Jundal
had trained the 26/11 gunmen to eontact
Indian electronic media and mislead
them. “When the 10 terrorists attacked
the targeted sites in Mumbai, mislead-
ing messages were despatched to vari-
ous news channels, The objective was to
confuse investigating agencies and mis-
lead public,” the chargesheet said.

The crime branch said instructions
and motivational inputs were provided
toterrorists at Nariman House (Chabad
House), and Oberoi Trident and Taj Ma-
haland the other handlers.
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3-day custody for Suraj Revanna in sexual assault case

Bengaluru: Former PMHD
Deve Gowda's son and JD(S)
MLC Suraj Revanna, who
was arrested on charges of
sexually abusing a 27-year-
old male party worker, was
Monday remanded in police
custody for eightdays.

Suraj was produced be-
fore the 42nd additional

chief metropolitan magist-
rate’s court where CID offi-
cials investigating the case
sought his custody for 14
days. The court, however, re-
manded Suraj in custody for
eight days. Police sources
said Suraj has been kept in
the same room in CID head-
quarters where his younger

brotherand former MP Praj-
wal Revanna was lodged till
i i

too, is in custody in a sexual
assault case. Ad
A senior police officer
said deputy SP from the
homicide and burglary
‘wing, The probe is being su-
pervised by Sudheer Kumar

Reddy CH, deputy inspector
-general of police, CID.

“We didn’t question Su-
raj much on Monday as we
brought him to CID office in
the evening and some paper-
work was still pending. The -
actual interrogation will
start from Tuesday morn-
ing,” police sources said. T \
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7 Ads case:

Ramdey,

Balkrishna get 2nd

SUmMmons

@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: The court of
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Rahul Kumar Shrivastav in
Haridwar on Friday issued
summons, for the second
time in 25 days, to yoga guru
Ramdev and his associate
Acharya Balkrishna, for
failing to appear before
court in a case registered by
Ayush department related
to misleading advertise-
mentsof Coronil drug.

The action followed an
order by SC last month,
which led to cancellation of
14 drugs manufactured by
Patanjali. Court fixed the
next hearing on June 7. The
misleading advertisements
included claims related to
medicines for conditions
such as high blood pressure,
diabetes, goitre, glaucoma
and high cholesterol, lead-
ing to the cancellation of
their licences.

The case was filed by dis-
s k

in 25 days

related to
medicines for high
BP, diabetes, goitre,
glaucoma and high
cholesterol, leading
to the cancellation
of their licences

trict Ayurvedic and Unani
officer against Divya Phar-
macyandi’atanjaliAmmed
Ltd on April 16. The courtaf-
ter a preliminary hearing,
had ordered Ramdev and
Acharya Balkrishna to ap-
pear on May 10.

Additional prosecution
officer DevmaniPandey told
TO! that fresh summons
were issued to the duo, Ram-
dev and Acharya Balkrish-
na,along with thecomplaint
copy. Notably, the apex court
also reprimanded the state
drug licensing authority for
not taking any action

Pé

against Patanjali. _ /j
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“Activist Patkar found guilty in
 defame suit ﬁled by Delhi LG

@timesgroup.mm

{ New Delhi: A Delhi court
¢ convicted activist Medha
: Patkar on Friday in a defa-
i mation complaint lodged
¢ against her by VK Saxena,
! incumbent lieutenant gover-
: nor of Delhi. Saxena had fi-
: led the defamation suit as
: presidentof the National Co-
¢ uncil of Civil Liberties aga-
: inst the veteran social acti-
: vistfor her defamatory press
: releaseagainst him in 2000.
: She had also filed a case
: against Saxena for publis-
i hing advertisements against
¢ her and her organisation,
Narmada Bachao Andolan.
Saxena had filed two other
: cases against Patkar for ma-
wkmg derogatory remarks

against him on TV and issu-
ing a defamatory press state-
mentagainst him,
Metropolitan magistrate
Raghav Sharma said that re-
putation was “one of the
most valuable assets a per-
son can possess” because it
affected both personal and
professional relationships
and could significantly im-
pact an individual’sstanding
in society. “Accused’s state-
ments, calling the complai-
nant a coward, and alleging
his involvement in hawala
transactions were not only

defamatory per se but also
crafted to incite negative per-
ceptions,” the court said.
The court convicted Pat-
kar of criminal defamation
under which she may be pu-
nished with ajailterm of two
years or fine or both. Argu-
ments on the guantum of
sentence will be heard on
May 30. The court said theac-
tivist’s accusation that Saxe-
na had mortgaged people of
Gujarat and their resources
to foreign interests was a di-
rect attack on his integrity
and publicservice, The court
noted that Saxena's testimo-
ny, demonstrated that Pat-
kar's defamatory statements
not only questloned his in-
alsa falsely asso-
mataﬂ ~with activities
cunttmy’cohis publicstance.

P9



e Timés of Trvpua
MAY L{ 2024

Page 303 of 373

“Move over Jamtara

cyber fraud here stems from SE Asia

lhrﬂJaln@timesgmup.cam

New Delhi: Jamtara and Me-
wat have been upstaged as
hotspots of financial cyber
fraud in India, with 469 of
defrauded money now being
lost to cybercrimes origina-
ting in southeast Asian cou-
ntries such as Cambodia,
Myanmarand Laos,

Organised  cybercrime
gangs, according to Indjan
Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (14C) CEO Rajesh Ku-
mar, are operating “corpora-
te style” from hubs in these
countries, hiring Indian job-
seekers through illegal re-
cruitment agents and then
compelling them to defraud
fellow citizens in India.

> India doesn't rufe out _
China's involvement in these
i:ams as many Chinese

people work in these hubs

I4C and state law enforce-
ment agencies have cracked
down onsome of these illegal
recruitment agents. The fore-
ign ministry has so far facili-

tated the return of 360 Indi.
anstrapped in these cybercri-
me units, with 60 more due to
return from Cambodia soon,

According to Kumar, Rs
1,420 crore was lost to 62,587
investment scams, Rs 222 cro.-
reto 20,043 trading scams, Rs
120croreto4,600digital arrest
scams and Rs 13 crore t0 1,725
romance/dating scams, all
originating from southeast
Asia between Jan and April
__ Last year, more than one
lakh investment scams origi-
nating from the region were
reported on Indian national

»Over 6L plaints in 2024, p 5

/4
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Over 6L

plaints involving

I7ker received in 24

»Continued from P 1

these scams, the [4C
chief said a large number
of Chinese people were
known to work in these
scamhubsand many of the
suspected apps used for to
defraud people are in Chi-
neselangua'g_e.

Amid an overall in-
crease in big ticket frauds
reported in 2024, with over
sixlakh complaints involv-
ing a total amount of Rs
7,061 crore received on the
national cybercrime e

porting portal, I4C has in '

tervened to save Rs 812.7
crore from being defraud-
ed. Collaboration between
I4C and law enforcement
agencies has helped debit-
freeze 3.2 lakh mule ac-
counts inlast four months,
get more than 3,000 URLs
and 595apps blocked under
Information Technology
Act and 5.3 lakh SIM cards
and over 80,000 IME] num-
bers suspended since July
2023. Also, there have been
3.401 cases of unlawfulcon.
tent being taken down
from social media, web-
sites inlast twomonths,
Indians who are lured
to southeast Asia’s orga-
nised eybercrime factories
with fake jobs advertised
by illegal recruiters — de-
tected in states like And-
hra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Odisha and Delhi — are
Duaheﬂ,intgdgﬁ‘mwh:gun

suspecting victims in n.

VIEW: cyber

otrulingout China's  Cfiminals are innovative,
involvement in

They regularly come up
with new methods to dupe
the susceptible, The sharp
rise in such foreign-based
operations is further cause
for concern. Cybercops
must raise their game to
catch such offenders, This
is also a note of caution for
all. A few basic rules of
online behaviour must be
followed. Be fully aware
a itl'rrn;ka ‘when dealing
Wwith money on the phone
mﬁn:.m Think carefully

Don't share an OTP number
with someone you barely
know. Staying vigilant is
the only way to stay safe.
dvertisements and mess.
aging promising quick fi-
nancial gains on their in-
vestments or through gam-
ing, where the cyber of.
enders pose as a law
rcement personnel; or
romance/dating  scams,
“These gangs work in an
scam  compounds.,. many
of them werelinkedto casi-
iios-earlteg”_saidm_l_;nan_
The illicit gains from
these oybercrime actiy.
ities  are  Jaunderegd
through sophisticated fi-
nancial channels includ-
ing Indian bank

LK accounts,

Ccy transac-
ded.

.lf"

cybercrime
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State can’t reject
resignations citing
public interest: HC

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
“urton Friday ruled that the
_ statecannotblock aradio-di-
. agnosis associate profes-
! sor's resignation citing
' “public interest” for choo-

singto quita state-run medi-
cal college and join IIT Kha-
ragpur’'s multispecialty me-
dical unit. The state had tur-
ned down the resignation
plea of the senior medical
academic, stating “in the
greater interest of public
service as there is acute
shortage of vacancy under
WBMES”. The HC asked the
state to accept the resigna-
tion within 24 hours.

Bengal advocate general
Kishore Dutta had tried to
argue in the HC that there is
an acute shortage of associ-
ate professors (in state-run
medical colleges). Dutta ar-
gtied therefusaltoaccept the
resignation “is to serve pub-
licinterest, soas tomaintain
optimum level of medical
education and service in the
State Government™.

A division bench of Jus-
tice Harish Tandon and Jus-
tice Madhuresh Prasad did

not. agraewith the state’s lo-
gic. The HC said while it sha-
res the state’s anxiety, this
“gives rise to a larger ques-
tion as to who is responsible
for aceumulation of a large
num]seraf vacancies, where
situation has become alar-
ming”. It also asked can the
state deprive “its employee a
chance of better career op-
tion to better his prospects
inlife”,

The HC said it had come |

across four such pleas in the
past (in which resignations
were turned down by the sta-
te). And in all cases, the HC
had said that it had held the-
reis no provision in the ser-
vicerulesthatallows thesta-

te “with an absolute discre- |

tiontorejectaresignation or
to compel an employee to re-
main in service, in spite of
resignaﬁon having been
submitted”. “We thusrecord
our dissmmmval with the
manner in which such legal-
ly unsustainable grounds
are repeatedly being taken
by the State to refuse resig-
nation of staff serving the
WBMES...” the HC said.
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" ‘Nearly 1/3rd staffers face”
age-related discrimination’

Mostly Prevalent During Recruitment, And In MNCs: Study

Getty Images

Mumbai: Overall 31% of
employees in India have ex-
perienced agerelated dis-
criminations across sectors
with the highest prevalence
reported in multinational
companies, a study said on
Monday.

The ‘Ageism in the Work-
place’study by talent compa-
ny Randstad India revealed
that 31% of emplovees in In-
dia have experienced dis-
criminationsduetotheirage
and such discriminations
are mostly prevalent during
recruitment process, espe-
cially in job advertisements
of organisations.

About 61% respondents
said job advertisements in
India have age biases (quali-
fying age criteria or years of
experience), itadded.

In India around 42% of
employees interviewed,
aged below 55 years, have ex-
perienced or witnessed
ageism or age related dis-
eriminations at their work-
places, compared to 29%
aged above 55 years, said the
study:

The data suggested that
younger age groups faced
more age discriminations
than older age groups as
there was a general lack of
trust in the youngest age
¥

The data suggested that younger age groups faced

more age discriminations than older age groups as
there was a general lack of trust in the youngest
age group's abilities and skills while the oldest age
group experienced the privilege of age-based and

seniority-based respect

group's abilities and skills
while the oldest age group
experienced the privilege of

age-based and seniority-
based respect.
Surprisingly, 42% of

women reported experienc-
ing or witnessing ageism,
compared to 37% of men,
clearly a reflection of how
ageism at work intersects
with other dimensions of di-
versity, itadded.

“Ageism is one of the
most  overlooked uncon-
scious biases made at the
workplace aecross levels.
Overcoming ageism re-
quires a conscious effort to
recognise and challenge
stereotypesto createan envi-
ronment where experience
and fresh perspectives are
equally valued. By fostering
an inclusive culture that em-
bracesemployees of all ages,

organisations can harness
the full potential of their
workforce, driving collabo-
ration, innovation, and
growth,” Randstad India ma-
nagingdirector and CEQ Vis-
wanath PS said.

The Ageism in the Work-
place’ study is based on qual-
itative survey including Fo-
cus  Group Discussions
(FGD) and individual inter-
views among Human Re-
source heads and C-suite ex-
ecutives across age groups,
sectors and regions in India.
It also included quantitative
survey among 956 respon-
dents across job levels, in-
dustries and locations.

The study further re-
vealed that the sectors with
the highest proportions of
respondents who had experi-
enced ageism were pharma,
healthcare and life science
(43%), business process out-
sourcing or IT-enabled ser-
vices (43%), and construec-
tion, infrastructure, and real
estate(41%).

Most. employees from
multinational corporations
(MNCs) headquartered
in India reported higher
instances of ageism, with
MN% affirming they faced
age-related biases, the study

said. AcenCiEs
/.-;
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7 School water '
. tank collapses,
~ kills 10-yr-old

: Balasore: Al0-year-oldboy Na-
¢ rayan Tudu, died after the wall
i of a water fank collapsed on
hmatamwateschmlmm

i dium School in Padmapur,
: stsyedmtheschuolhosteiNa i
: summer vaaation on Sunday
: He was rushed to the district
i headquarters hospital, where
i the doctors declared him dead-
i .Police have registered a case.
I The Balasore collector has or-
i deredan inquiry.
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/ Girl, 9, from Kerala grievously hurt in London shooting

nineyear-old girl from
L\ Gothuruth in EKerala’s
4 X Ernakulam was shot
Wednesday in a drive-by shoo-
ting ata London restaurant.
Lissel Maria is reportedly
fighting for life. She had been
having dinner inside the res-
taurant with her family when,
according to reports, the at-

4\ tacker on a motorbike opened

Lissel Maria was having
dinner inside the pa
with her family when an
attacker on a motorbike
opened fire on three men
sitting outside the

premises, injuring her

fire on three men sitting outsi-
de the premises, “Lissel is the
daughter of Ajeesh and Vina-
ya, who hails from Gothuruth.
Her grandmother lives here,”
said Jomy Josy, Gothuruthu
ward member of Chenda-

“At9.20 last night, on Kings-
land High Street in Hackney, 3

men and a 9-year-old girl were

shot when a firearm was disch-
arged fromamotorbike,” detec-
tive chief superintendent Jam-
es Conway said in a video post-
ed on X for Hackney Police. Co-
nway added: “We donot believe
that the girl and the men injur-
ed were known toeach other: As
withany child, she wasan inno-
nate nature of guncrime.” T



THE Timgs of Tnpm Page 310 of 373

TJUNE 3 2ey

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Actor Swasti.
ka Mukherjee and her
sister, Aujopa, were ta.
ken aback when they
discovered their names
had been removed from
the voters® list at a pol-
ling station in Golf Gar-
den on Saturday. “It is

l[}qery frustrating and ir-

ritating. My sister and I
went to cast our votes at
a girls® school in Golf
Garden where we were
told that our names we-
renoton the voters’list,
Thave lost my voter's ID
card but my sister has
hers. Wedon’t know how
this happened,” Muk-
herjee wrote in a Face-
book post on Saturday,

In another instance,

retired justice Narayan
Chandra Sil, who had
£0ne to cast his vote at a
booth in the Metropoli-
tan area under Kolkata
North parliamentary

‘constituency, discove-

red that his name had
been deleted from the
voters’list. His neighbo.
urs protested and the re-
tired judge was eventu-
ally allowed to vote,

=

LS a e Py
“Actor, retired judge names missing
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/ After schools,
IGI, Delhi hosps
get bomb threats

“wo dozen establish-
ments in Delhi, inclu-
ding several hospitals, on
Sunday received hoax ema-
ils about a bomb at their
premises, promoting mas-
sive mobilisation of diffe-
rent units. A similar email
was received at IGI airport
too. Police carried out sear-
chesand sanitisedall areas,
but nothing suspicious was
found. Two weeks ago, seve-
ral schools had been sent
such mails. Police suspect
thesamesetof senderstobe
behind the latest threats. v
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Contract talks with France on Rafale
buy for Navy to klck off this week

Rajat Pandit@timesgroup.com
. New Delhi: India will kick

i off official contract negotia-

: tions with France this week
: for the mega acquisition of 26

! Rafale-Marine fighters for

i over Rs 50,000 crore, with the
i Navy keen on inducting the
! supersonicjets foritstwoair-
¢ craft carriers as soon as pos-
: gible due to the expanding
Chinese threat in the
Indian Ocean region.

A team of French govi of-
ficials, fighter-manufacturer
Dassault and weapon sys-
tems integrator Thales,
among others, is arriving on

Propased dea.ls for !BU.DMmﬂ!
were granted acceptance of
necessity on July 13 last year

May 30 for talks with the Indi-

an defence ministry’s con-

tract negotiation committee
(CNC). This comes after MoD
and Navy evaluated the letter
of acceptance (LoA) submit-

with ‘Weapons,

tedhy]i‘rancemnecinra-
to India’s letter of re-

qzaest (LoR) for the acquisi-

tion of 22 single-seat. jets and
four twin-seat trainers, along
simulator,

“It took time to examine
the voluminous LoA with its
offer, technical specifica-
tions, costs and other details.
The CNC is headed by an offi-
cial from the MoD acquisi-

it 2

tions wing and includes rep- :

resentatives from the Navy,”
an official said.

pDesi fighter..P 7

-
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* Pond fill-up: KMC to file FIR
~against cops if they fail to act

Saikat.Ray@timesofindia.com

: Kolkata: If a local police station
: did not take any action on compla-
i ints by the KMC against thefilling
¢ up of water bodies, the civic body
i would file an FIR against the offi-
¢ cer-in-charge concerned at Lalba-

i zar, mayor Firhad Hakim said on

i Saturday He clarified that in case
: policefailed totakeactioninitially,
i thecivic officials would lodge a se-

: cond complamt but if cops did not

: act on it even the second time,
¢ KMC would go to Lalbazar.

On receiving a complaint from
: acitizen during the weekly inter-
i active session of ‘Talk to Mayor’,
: Hakim said there were instances
¢ of policestationsfailing totake ac-

i tion despite complaints and FIRs
: lodged by the KMC on coming
i across illegal filling up of water
 bodies. “We need to conserve wa-

- ter bodies in the city This is top
priority. We cannot be lackadaisi-
cal in this matter. Our people will
havetobemore vigilant. But police
have to be proactive as well. If we
seethat noactionis takendespitea
first FIR, we will file another FIR.

If thereisnoaction even after that,

we will lodge an FIR against the
OC of the police station at Lalba-
zar,” Hakim said.

In the past 12-14 months, more

SRRV

dumping waste and debris in them

We need to conserve
water bodies in the
city. This is top
priority. We can’t be
lackadaisical. Our people
will have to be more vigi-
lant. But police have to be
proactive as well

than 60 water bodies of varyingsi-
zes have reportedly been filled up
in Behala to Joka, Tollygunge to
Jadavpufapdnelghbourh off

_ et s
sharks, usmgmnsmmoadahﬁs-

and demalition waste. Tewmt

the use of construction debris in
filling up of water bodies, a recyc-
ling plant was opened in Rajarhat
so that demolition waste could be
transpﬁrteﬂ there directly But the
plant has been lying idle for a year
now. KMC has approached the traf-

 fic division of Kolkata Police to in-

tercept trucks at check nakas and
stop those ferrying construction
waste, “Hakim had himself inter-
cepted one such truck last Dec and
asked police to seize the waste ma-
terial that he suspected was being
transported to fill up a water body
{in the Behala-Joka area,” an offici-
al pointed out,

The KMC environment depart-
ment has earmarked the Behala-
Joka belt and some neighbourho-
ods off EM Bypass as ‘red zones' in
terms of illegal filling up of water
bodies. Those areas apart, several
stretches in Tollygunge to Jadav-
pur are also being monitored. An
environment department official
said, “We have sent notices to ow-
ners of water bodies and some bu-
ilders, directing them to stop fil-
ling them up to protect the envi-
ronment. We havelodged FIRs aga-
inst such illegal activities across
several KMC wards. We have also
started reclaiming ponds that had
been filled up with construction

~Z

waste.”
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CM lashes out at Siliguri
civic body; dlssolves SJDA

Roshan Gupta@timesgroup.com

Siliguri: Chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Monday
lashed out at the Trinamool

. Congress-run civic body in

Siliguri for the town’'s drin-
king water crisis and anno-
unced the dissolution of the
Siliguri-Jalpaiguri Develop-

{ ment Authority (SJDA) for
: its utter failure in taking up

development work.

The moves found reso-
nance among the township's
citizens, with residents po-
inting to the prolonged scar-
city in drinking water supp-
ly. Siliguri mayor Goutam
Deb said he would follow the
CM's directives, “I cannot
commenton anything regar-
ding the meeting chaired hy

- CM Mamata Banerjee, We
i will only follow her direc-
; tions. At present, there is no

water problem in Siliguri.

There was some disturbance
i due the flash flood in Sikkim

last October. The river's em-
bankment at Gajoldoba was
damagei But the problem

f.—-
By TR

cM Mamata Banerjee speaks in
Nabanna on Monday

has been resolved now and
water supply has been resto-
red,” he said. He pointed to
silt deposition in the Teesta
during the floods but clai-
med the challenging situa-
tion had been overcome with
the help of the public health
engineering and irrigation
departments.

Residents, however, refu-
ted Deb claims and said the
water scarcity persisted.
“We have to fill buckets from
the pipelines near drains.
The water woes in Siliguri
happens throughout the ye-
ar. The problem intensifies

L TR P

during summer as most
wells go dry and we have to
rely on taps. We are forced to
buy packaged drinking wa-
ter to meet daily require-
ments,” said ward 46 resi-
dent Jordan Henry.

In Siliguri, water is
drawn from the Teesta-Ma-
hananda canal and carried
to the treatment plant. The
water is purified by the civie
body. Water flows from Ful-
bari to around 16 overhead
tanks and around four un-
derground reservoirsat dif-
ferent places of the town
through a network of pipeli-
nes, which are maintained
by the PHE. From the reser-
voirs, another network of pi-
pes carries water to all 47
wards. Ward 43resident Ran-
jit Sahani said, “The water
comeson time but there isno
tap. Mareover, when a pipe
leaks oribusts, there is an in-
ordinat delay in repair that

can from days to
'rnonths
» Continuedon P 4

R S ST T PP TP

P\
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ason Babu Sardar (44)

from Hasnabad owned a

horsebutwasforcedto se]l

it during the lockdown. He in-

tends to buy another from the So-
nepur fair this Nov.

“Many horse ownersbelongto

the low-income group who stake

everything in the races hoping to:
make it big," said Baitul Tarafdar,
an organiser of a horse race at
Kandihati in Minakhan in North
24 Parganas. The races offer cash
awards ranging from Rs 6,000 to
Rs15,000. Thetop race is in Joyna-
gar, considered the derby among
50-odd races held in a season, offe-
ringa gold chainto the winner.
“To maintain a horse costs

amund Rs 300 per day and mostof
. themhave more than onehm;e.e in"
their village homes,” said Habi-

bul Mollah Mondal, afarmer, who
also bought a four-year-old stal-
Tion frem Sonepur which is this
season’s top-ranked horse and
has won several races:

“Our forefathers were invol-
ved in this century’s old rural
sport and we are now carryingon
their legacy although there are
hardly any monetary returns,”
said Nur Islam Mollah (55), who
has been involved mhoﬁse racing
for twodecadesand isa fourth-ge-
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To maintain a horse
costs around Rs 300
per day and most of
them have more
than one horse in their
village homes

WWMW

boug a3-year-old stallion for Rs

from Sonepur fair. Aro-

und 165 ‘horses are participating
in various races this year “Our
horses can easily compete in
terms of speed, even on this une-
ven surface and without horses-
hoes, t:cumpared to the country 5
famous racecourse horses,” said
] whohashbentﬂ Kolkata's
s Royal Cah:utta Turf Clﬁb
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/ Cop dos & don'’ts after
- ]ewellery robbery spate

Dwaipayan Ghosh &
Mayukh Sengupta | vy

Kolkata: Install digital vi-
deo recorder of CCTV came-
rasatsecretspots, preferably
play ornaments of light we-
ight and install panic but-

tons: These are some of the §

advisory that Bengal Police
havesent out to jewellery sto-
res following the spate of ar-
med robberies at such estab-
lishments across the state. In
case of an attack, robbers
should not be challenged nor
any dangerous manoeuvre
be made, warned cops. “Di-
rect eye contact is taken as
provocation,” said an officer.

In the second such inci-
dent in two days, a jewellery
shop in Domjur, Howrah,
was looted on Tuesday:

Bengal Police, Kolkata
Police and Bidhannagar Po-
lice have also issued lists of
dosand don’tsforjewellersto
prevent a repetition. The
Bidhannagar Commissiona-
rate even met around 75 re-
presentatives of banks, pet-
rol pumps, jewellery stores
and retail chains on Thurs-
day at Baguiati, Bidhanna-
gar North and Bidhannagar
South police stations to
thrash out the safety measu-
resthey should adopt.

“These gangs first dest-
roy the DVR and the alarm
system. The only timea DVR
worked was when it was in-
stalled in another part of the
/

Biddhanagar cops held meetings with officals of banks, petrol
pumps, jewellery stores and retail chains on safety steps

store, the one in Ranaghat. It
helped police take immedia-
te action. The biggest advan-
tage of having the DVR else-
where is that the alarm can
be raised without the accu-
sed coming to know of it,” sa-
id an ADG. "Dummy DVRs
can be installed in full view,
butnot thereal one,” he said.

At Baguiati police sta-
tion, senior airport division
officersasked jewellerystore
owners to install CCTV ea-
meras with night vision and
to deploy armed security
personnel. The Bidhanna-
gar Police’s 50-point list has
beendivided into basic steps.
“The guards must be statio-
ned at a point, from where
they can keep an eye but out-
siders can’t reach them easi-
Iy: Police numbers should be
displayed in nearby buil-
dings, too. Besides regular
check of alarm devices, dis-
persal of unwanted persons
and restriction on use of mo-

biles is a must,” said an offi-
ceroneof the meetings.

Police said ideally, walls
and rooms of banks should
be such that they can with-
stand hitech gas-cutters.
The storageof CCTV footage
should be in cloud and door
chains should be used at any
‘cost, said Bidhannagar cops.

‘The Kolkata Police’s 12-
point advisory comes with a
request for regular security
audits. The advisory inclu-
des installation of high-qua-
and outside the shops.
“CCTV output should be pla-
ced in a separate location,
not in the store so that the
men monitoring the output
can alert police. Keep back-
up of CCTV footage in cloud
based storage or/and at a se-
cured and separate/hidden
place so that if the local DVR
is looted or damaged, the
CCTV footage is still availab-
le,”" police said.
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- Mineral Water: NCLT

¢ New Delhi: The National Com-
pany Law Tribunal {NCLT) has
i directed initiating insolvency
i Pproceedings against Hima.
. layan Mineral Waters, allowing
j Jammu&Kashmir-Bank.’spIes
i for default of a carporate guar-
' anteegivanforleeLElectdc_al&
; The Allahabad bench of
4 NCLThasaISnappomtechoo-
" pesh Gupta as the interim reso-
lution professional (IRP) for
this  Dehradun-based firm’s
. Corporate Insolvency Resoly-
i tion Process. Jammu & Kash-
i mirBank had claimed a defaujt
i of Rs 50 crore against Hima-
i layan Minera] Waters. acencies
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Tribunals allow tax relief for donations part of CSR spend

Lubna.Kably@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Delhi and Mumbai
benches of TTAT recently al-

Towed-adeductionuhder see-

tion 80-G of the I-T Act to two
corporate entities for dona-

~tions made by them, even tho-

ghsuchdonations were part
‘their CSR expenses.
During assessment, [-T of-
ficials had denied the deduc-
tion on the ground that dona-
tions, which are part of CSR
expenses, are not voluntary in
nature butareacomplianceto

bemadeunder the Companies

Act. Donations can only be vo-
luntary in nature, was the
stand taken by I'T officials.

rules, companies havinganet
worth of Rs500 crore or more,
or turnover of Rs 1,000 crore
or more, or net profit of Rs 5
crore or more have to comply
withthe CSR provisions. The-
secompanies haveto spend at
least 2% of their average net
profit for the immediately
preceding three fiscals on

~-Dnder section 135 0f the -
Companies Actread with the

Infant milk formula attracts 18% GST
Mumbai: GST-Authority for Advance Rulings (Rajasthanbench) has
held that Bebymitwasmnecﬂy1wyfngand collecting GST at18%
againstitsinfant milk formula products. These products, which had
variations based on age, were sold under brand name of Momylac.
The manufacturerapproached the AAR as some competitors were
charging GSTamy&tS%.TI}'EMR held that Chapter 4 deals with milk
products only. However, in the case of the applicant, milk was one of
the constituents of Momylac. The productalso contained cereals,
protein supplements etc — the ingredients varied based on the
infant's ageThus, the manufacturer had correctly computed GST ata
higher rate. Tax experts emphasise thatclassification norms need to
become simpler. In past, Gujarat AAR bench has held lassi to be
exempt from GST, but flavoured mllkwa held taxable at12%.

CSR activities. In the case of
Alubound Dacs a deduction
of Rs 15 lakh made under
80-G for donations to educa-
tional and charitable trusts
during 2019-20, was denied
during assessment.

The Delhi ITAT heard the
case of Interglobe Technolo-

gy Quotient, where during

the financial year 2019-20, Rs
78 lakh was denied on the
ground that the underlying
expenditure was not in the
nature of donation, but a

.-mq'ndatory CSR expense.
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Subrata Chattoraj| T

Kolkata: The Calcutta
High Court on Thursday

stayed the allotment of 98

cottahs  (nearly three

acres)of land by the Kolka-

ta Metropolitan Develop-
¢ ment Authority (KMDA)to
: an entertainment club in
i Rabindra Sarobar that en-
: joys the
! National Lakestatus.

A division bench of

Chief Justice T S Sivagna-
nam and Justice Hiranmay

Bhatitacharyya directed

the state and the private re-

spondent, a celebrity actor

: who had won several mat-

¢ ches in the celebrity crick-

i et league, to file affidavits

:  before the next hearing of
the matter on . July 25.

The division bench or-
dered that there should be
no physical alteration of
the area in question in the
meantime.

"HC stays land allotment for"”
~actor’s Lake cricket camp

“Public largesse can’t
be given away at the whims
and fancies of the executi-
veand thereshouldbe wide
publicity given before ta-
king such a decision, if at
all,” the Chief Justicesaid.

The KMDA had on
March 12,2024, issued anal-
lotment letter the aluh
patronized by 1 e
setting up a

- GREEN
CONCERN

ching centre for the under-
privileged children. i

The KMDA had let out
the Imd ::
monﬂﬂV rent of Rs
and Rs 3,000 a year for set-
ting up each cricket pitch
on the Sarobar land let ou
to cluh.

under the buffer zone of
the National Lake Territo-
ry. The petitioner feared
destruction of greenery, so
closeto Rabindra Sarobar.
Advocate general Kis-
hore Datta submitted that
there was no chopping of
treesso far onthe land. The
advocate general also poin-
ted out that vacant lands in

coa-  the Sarobar area had earli-
. er been let out for cricket

“and football coaching, Dat-
tacited onesuch plotletout
to Ashok Malhotra Cricket
Academy.

The Chief Justice as-

ked the advocate general
Whether an expression of

interest- from parties had
been invited before letting
out public land. The advo-
cate general didn’t reply,

‘The division bench no-

ted in the interim order
‘that “no procedure” had
been followed before let-

out publieland,

et
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Postpone new law i:ode;: i‘ripura rights body

Agartala: Tripura Human Rights Organi-
zation (THRO) has demanded that Centre
postpones the decision to introduce Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya Ad-
hiniyam replacing IPC, CrPC and Indian
Evidence Act from July1,

. THRO said that by introducing three

new criminal laws, Centre sought to unle-

ashattacks on civil rights. The definition of
sedition has been broadened and ‘Police

Raj’ would be established in the country, the,.

human rights body said. THRO also alleged
that the criminal laws were introduced in
haste without taking opinions of the larger
civilsociety and lawmakers, TNN

fg
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‘Got IT notice? File yoﬁi'

returns or face scrutiny

@tlmesgmup com

Mumbai: If a taxpayer does
not file an income-tax return
inresponse to an inquiry no-
tice, the case will be picked

. upforscrutiny.

This notice — under sec-

tion142(1)— seekinginforma-
i tion, is issued when a taxpay-
' erhasnot filed the tax return

oris issued to seek additional

. preliminary information re-
; garding a particular detail —
¢ say bank interest or long
i term capital gains/loss onsa-
¢ leof aproperty.

This guidance is part of

a comprehensive set of gui-
i delines issued recently by

' the Central Board of Direct

Taxes for compu]ser? selec-

tion of I'T returns for the

purpose of complete seruti-
ny. These guidelines, which

are issued annually, pertain

to the selection and wp:_gple—
te serutiny that is to be un-
dertaken during the cur-

i rent financial year and co-

| versurvey cases, searchand

. seizure cases, tax evasion
. cases, cases where no I-T re-
| turnwasfiled inresponseto
: anmquirynotice '

It also covers cases rela-
ting to non-registration or
cancellation of registration

5 ‘_ g
TAX MAN IS WATCHING

under various sections —
such as12A/12AB relating to
registration of charitable or-
ganisations to be eligible for
tax benefit. In addition, if in

an earlier year, an addition

was made to the taxpayers’
income on a recurring issue,
then subject to monetary li-
mits that have been lald
down, the 1T mﬁm ‘will by

KatanVajanl,achanemd'

accountant, ﬁxdtbameisnﬂ
significant «

position. “The guideline po-
ints out that all I-T returns fi-
led during FY24, will have the
outer time limit for issue of a

‘notice by June 30, 2024This is

pursuant to the amendment
carried out by Finance Act,
2021, which has reduced the ti-
me limit for service of notice
under section 143(2) to three
months from the end of the fi-
naneial year in which the re-
turn is filed.”
Completescrutiny isare-
gular feature carried out in
selective cases to ascertain
whether the taxpayer has de-
clared ineome correctly in
the I-T returns and has paid

~the taxesdue.

Completescrutiny which
istobecarriedoutduring the
current financial year, co-
vers cases of tax evasion,
where specific information

Jinthisregard has been provi-

ded by any law enforcement

‘agency — including the I-T
‘departiment’s own investiga-

tion wing and a I-T return
has been filed by the taxpay-
er Complete scrutiny will
enable the I-T officer to know

‘the income that has not been

declared in the I'T returns

ti’ s
N (esmpedassmsment)



TN TimBS of T Page 323 of 373
MAY 3, 2e2y

Meghalaya gets its
first woman DGP

Manosh Das | Tnn

Shillnng‘ Meghalaya got its first woman police
chief with the appointment of
Idashisha Non, 1g as the new di-
rector general of policeon Saturday.
She is set to take charge from May 20
g afterthepresent DGPL R Bishnoire-
tires on May 19.
“Breaking barriers and

history, she becomes the first trihaliadyﬁnm our
statetohold thmposition—amummt of immense
vride for all of us,” said CM Conrad K Sangma
while congratulating Nongrang,




GLOBAL LAW DESK

Mixed News with an undertone of Law




™ME Timgs of Trgg

P
TUY 4 re2 age 325 of 373

wyer detained :
after slamming

. Iran crackdown
. on hijab protests :
i DubaLAnaumpokenhanam
i lawyer who has publicly eriti- !
i cized how the govt handled :
i the 2022 protests over the de- :
i ath of Mahsa Amini has been :
i arrested, state media repor:
¢ ted Sunday. The unrest follo- :
i wed the death of the 22-year- @
i pld detained by the police for :
¢ allegedly not properly wea- :
¢ ringhermandatoryhijab.The :
¢ judiciary’s Mizan news agen- :
: ¢y said Sunday that Mohsen :
: Borhani had been previously :
: sentenced but did not give :
i further details on his case or
: jail time. Borhani, also a uni- :
i versity professor, hecame po- i
¢ pular on social media for his !
! critical views of the Iranian |
¢ govtduring the 2022 demonst-
'K rations that shook Iran. ap
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Hong Kong: Htmgﬂnngm
tional police ar
wd&txpwpha&mmedty
under a new se-
mmtylawfba:&llegedsediﬁ&
us intent, including a pro-de-
mocracy barrister already
behind bars. Security secre-
tary Chris Tang toid repor-
tersthesix weresuspectedof
ﬂﬂmﬂaFacebookpageto “ad-
vocate hatred’ against the
govts in Hong Kong and Chi-
naand against the judiciary
He said one of t‘hase ar-
rastedm()huw Hang-tung,
a prominent barrister ; ,,.
pro-democracy activist who
has been detained since Sept
2021 ata maximum security
prison. These were the first
arrests under a new batch of
national security laws that
were passed by the city's pro-
Beijing legislature in March
despite global outery. reureas
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45 die as Israel strikes campin
Rafah; Bibi admits to ‘mistake’

12 Women, 8 Children Among Those Killed; Attack Sparks Global Ire

Tel Aviv:Israeli PM Benjamin &
Netanyahu acknowledged Mo- ¢
nday that a “tragic mistake” g
had been made after an Israeli
. strike in the southern Gazaci-
, ty of Rafah set fire to a tent
camp housing displaced Pales-
tinians and killed atleast 45 pe-
ople, according to local offici-

'F[o
TN

nistry and the Palestinian Red :
Crescent rescue service, The :
ministry said the dead inclu-
ded at least 12 women, eight :
children and three older ad- @
ults, with another three bodies
burned beyond recognition.
Rafah, the southernmost :
Gaza city on the border with

als. Israel hasfaced surging in-
ternational criticism over its
war with Hamas, with even so-
meof its closestallies, particu-
larly the US, expressing outra-
ge at civilian deaths. Israel in-
sists it adheres to internatio-
nallawevenasitfaces serutiny
intheworld'stopcourts, oneof
which last week demanded th-
at it halt the offensive in Rafah.

Israel’s military had earli-
er said that it launched an in-
yestigation into civilian dea-
ths after it struck a Hamas in-
stallation and killed two senior
militants, Sunday night’s atta-
ck.whichappeared fobeone of
the war’s deadliest, pushed the
overall Palestinian death toll
in the war above 36,000, accor-
ding to the Gaza health mini-
stry, which does not distingu-
ish between fighters and non-

combatants in itstally 5 T hatred that will involve their
e e ourumostetiorts  Egyplian guard killed Houthis ‘attack’ 2US  childrenand grandchildren.”
not toharm innocent civilians, % ShOOﬁng mr deswe's! 3 Sh. Qatar, a key mediator bet-
last night, there was & tragic n on IPS ween Israel and Hamas in at-
mistake,” NetanyahutoldIsra: A member of Egypt's security Yemen's iran-backed Houthis  tempts to secure a cease-fire
¢l's parliament on Monday. ¢ +forceswas killedinashoo- saidon Monday they launc- and the release of hostages
«“e are investigating the inci- tingincident near the Rafah hed attacks on three shi psinthe  held by Hamas, caid the Rafah
dent and will obtain a conclu-  border crossing between Egypt Indian Oceanand the Red Sea, strike could “complicate”
sion because thisisour policy” and the Gaza Strip andan inves- and two US destroyers intheRed talks, Negotiations, which ap-
Mohammed Abuassg, who tigationisunderway, Egypt's Sea.The group, which describes  pear to be restarting, have fal-
rushed to the scene in the military spokesman said Mond- ilsatbackusamsofsolldarity tered repeatedly OvVer Hamas'
northwestern neighbourhood @Y. israel’s military had carlier  withPalestinians inlsrael'swar demand for withdrawal of Is-
of Tel al-Sultan, said rescuers saiditwasinvestigating reports InGaza,saidmeshinswerethe raeli forees, terms Tsraeli lea-
“pulled out people whowerein ofan exchange of fire between LaregoDesertandthe MSC Mec- dershavepubliclyrejected‘N o
an unbearable state”. “We pul-  Israeli and Egyptian soldiers. hela inthe Indian Ocean, andthe ighbouring Egypt and Jordan |
ledoutchildren whowere inpi- Israel seized control of the Raf- Minervalisain the Red Sea. It alsocondemned the Rafahstri-
aces. We pulled out youns and ah border crossing fromtheGa- did notname the destroyers. ke. Egypt’s foreign ministry
elderly people. The fire in the zasideof border earlier this mo- There wasnnimmediateconf— called ita “blatant violationof
camp was unreal.” hesaid. At nth asitstepped upits military irmation from shipping compa- humanitarian international :
least 45 people were killed, ac-  offensive inthe area, drawing niesortheUs military ofany law.” Jordan'sforeign ministry :
cording to the Gaza health mi-  criticism from EQypt. REUTERS attacks inthose areas. REUTERS called ita“warerime.” AP 7 ]

Egypt, had housed morethana

million people— about halfof
Gaza’s population —displaced :
from other parts of the territo- :
ry. Hundreds of thousands are

packed into squalid tentcamps

in and around the city. Netany- :
ahu says Israel must destroy
what he calls Hamas' last re-
maining battalions in Rafah.

The strike on Rafah bro-
ught anew wave of condemma-
tion, even fromsome of Israel’s
close allies, “These pperations
must stop. There are no safe
areas in Rafah for Palestinian
civilians. 1 call for full respect
for international law and an
immediate ceasefire,” French
Prez Emmantiel Macron pos-
ted on X, Ttalian defence mini-
gter Guido Crosetto, inaTVin-
terview, said such bombings
are “spreadinghatred. rooting
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Indian national NikhilC

_+ who has been indicted by US
+ autharities for his r@b‘tﬁ m‘e

. foiled attempt to assassinate

Khalistan separatist Gurpat- |

° want8inghPannun.

&
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WaahinstmDemﬁﬁraﬁs in-
tensified calls on Thursday
for US Supreme Court Justi-
ce Samuel Alitmtoatepmﬂ#:
intwo cases— oneon| Donal
Trump's bid for immunity
from prosecution and the
other on a charge involving
the Caprtol zittatrk after a
media report that another
provocativeﬂagﬂew outside
ahomeof thejurist.

A flagbearing the phrase
‘Appeal to Heaven' that was
carried by some Trump mp— ;
porters during the Jan 6,
2021, Capitol riot flew outsi-
de Alito’s vacation home on
LongBaaahisland, New Jer-
sey, in July and September
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/ V Fu‘st in US: Abortlon
pill sans prescnptlon
a cnme in L0u151ana

mmUSabomonpﬂlswtthp-
: uta prescription, after a new
% law added mifepristone and
rmsoprostolto thelistof cont-
: rolled substances 1 like highly
i addictivenarco

; Governor Jeff ‘Landry, 2
! Republican who opposes
. ahumonacoess, saidinasoci:
: al mediapost Fri Fridaythathe'd
; edtheblﬂ into law, just a
: da aﬁer the state Senate pas-
sedabxllbyaZBto'?vote.Th

i law goes into effect Oct1. “Re-

on sense,” Landry gaidina
post on)L“‘l‘hiSbﬂlprotects

ojar measures in other GOP-
;eq states, where lawmakers

Nt

have expanded limits on ac- |
cessto abortion since the Us |
Supreme Court overturned
the Roe vs. Wade d%&ffion
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At a gmduatlon event Blden

 faces silent anti-war protest

i Atlanta: US Prez Joe Biden re-
: newed his call for a temporary
i ceasefire in Gaza in a speech at
: Morehouse College’s gradua-
: tionceremony, wheresomepar-
! ticipants donned Palestinian
; coloursi mpmtest at Ismel 'smi-

i Taura Taylor, an assistant professor,
i stood with her fist raised and back

i turned to Biden during his speech.

i She also wore a keffiyeh scarf

i litary incursion, Biden’s add-
i ress at the historically black
: school in Atlanta brought him
i face to face with some of the
i campus unrest set off by the Is-
¢ rael-Hamas war. “What'’s hap-
: pemnginGazaanﬁIsraelish&

B

art-breaking,” Biden said Sun-
day, referring to the Oct. 7 at-
tack on Israel by Hamas
militants and the plight of “in-
nocent Palestinians” caught up
inTsrael’s military response.
Several students and facul-
ty members at the commence-
ment wore keffiyeh scarfs,

B \which have become a symbol

of protest against the war. At
least one student draped a Pa-
lestinian flag over his gradua-
tion gown and a faculty mem-
ber wore a stole with the Pales-
tinian colours while receiving
an award on the podium. Lea-
ding up to Biden, class valedic-
torian DeAngelo Fletcher cal-

led for “an immediate and per- |

manent ceasefire” in Gaza du-
ring a passionate speech that
evoked the late civil rights lea-
der Martin Luther King Jr, a
Morehouse alumnus, Biden di-
dn't acknowledge the silent
protests and told the ceremony
it's his job to tackle “one of the
hardest, most complicated pro-
bléms intheworld.” sLoomeerc
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ICC prosecutor seeks arrest

warrants for Bibi, his def min
Top Three Hamas Members Also On List; A Panel Of

Three Judges To Consider Evidence On War Crimes

Jerusalem: The chief prose-
cutor of the International Cri-

minal Courtsaid Monday heis 3

seeking arrest warrants for Is-
raeli PM Benjamin Netanya-
hu and top Hamas comman-
dersover actions taken during
their seven-month war.

Karim Khan said that he
believes Netanyahu, his defen-
ce minister Yoav Gallant, and
three Hamas members — Ye-
hia Sinwar, Mohammed Deif
and Ismail Haniyeh — are re-
spansible for war crimes and
crimes against humanity in
the Gaza Stripand Israel

Apanelof threejudges will
consider the prosecutor’s evi-
dence and determine whether
to issue the arrest warrants
and allow a case to proceed.

Israel is not a member of
the court, so even if the arrest
: warrantsare issued, Netanya-
i huand Gallant do not face any
: immediate risk of prosecuti-
i on.ButKhan'sannouncement
i deepens Israel’s isolation as it
. presses ahead in Gaza, and the
threat of arrest could make it
difficult for the Israeli officials
to travel abroad. Israeli fore-
ign minister Israel Katz said
the chief prosecutor’s deci-
sion to seek arrest warrants
against Israel’s politicians is
“q historic disgrace that will
be remembered forever”.

The Hamas denounced the
ICC prosecutor’s request to se-
ek the arrests of its members.
‘In a statement, it accused the
prosecutor of tryingto “equa-
tethevictim with the executio-
ner”. It said it has the right to
resist Israeli occupation, in-

Netanyahu and Yoay Gallant

Hamas' Yehia Sinwar, lsmail Haniyeh

Absurd to compare
Israel & Hamas: Bibi

I sraeli PM Benjamin Netany-
ahusaid thatthe decision of
the ICC prosecutor on Monday
toseekan arrestwarrant
againsthimwasabsurd and
that the move was meant to
targetall of Israel. “I reject the
disgust the comparison ofthe
prosecutor inthe Hague
between democraticIsrael and
the mass murderers of
Hamas,” Netanyahu said. “With
what audacity do you compare
Hamas that murdered, burned,
butchered, decapitated, raped
and kidnapped our brothers
and sisters and the IDF soldiers
fighting ajustwar.” reuTess

Biden: ICC arrest
bid outrageous

S Prez BidenonMonday

slammed the ICC prosec-
utor's application for arrest
warrants for seniorIsraeli
officials including PM Benjamin
Netanyahu, calling the move
“outrageous”. “There s no
equivalence - none - between
Israel and Hamas,” he saidina
statement. His secretary of st-
ate, Antony Blinken, also critici-
sed the move, raising questions

_overthe court's jurisdictionas

well as its process in making
this application. He added that
it could jeopardize negotiations
to achieve a hostage dealand a
ceasefire. REUTERS

cluding “armed resistance.”
Both Sinwar and Deif are beli-
eved to be hiding in Gaza as Is-
rael tries to hunt them down.
But Haniyeh, the supreme lea-
derof the Islamiemilitant gro-
up,isbased in Qatarandfrequ-
ently travels across theregion.

On Israeli actions, Khan
said “the effects of the use of
starvation asa method of war-
fare, together with other atta-
cksand collective punishment

against the civilian populati-

on of Gaza are acute, visible
and widely known.” Of Ha-
mas’ actions, Khan said hesaw
for himself “the devastating
seenes” of the Oct 7attacks.
The ICC was established in
9002. The UN General Assem-
bly endorsed the ICC, but the
court is independent. Dozens
of countries don’t accept the
court’s jurisdiction over war
crimes, genocide and other
erimes. They include Tsrael,
the US, Russiaand China. ap

r’f‘ :_>
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T" Hong Kong court
bans protest song,
calling it a ‘weapon’
ong Kong court Wednes-
day granted a govt request
to ban a popular pro-democra-
cy anthem, raising further con-
cerns about free speech in the
China-controlled city. The deci-
sion could give the govt power
to force Google and other tech
firms to restrict online access
to the song in Hong Kong. At
issue in the case is “Glory to
Hong Kong”, which emerged in
2019 as an unofficial anthem
for democracy protests and a
flashpoint for the authorities,
who considered it an insult to
China’s national anthem. The
song has been banned from
schools and has drawn angry
official rebukes when played,
apparently by mistake, at inter-
national sports events. The
court said the anthem was a
“weapon™ that could be used
to undermine national security.
It was the first time a song has
been banned in the city since

Britain handed the territory
back to Chinese rule in 1997.

US rapper Macklemore
releases ‘Hind's Hall’in
support of anti-war stir

US rapper Macklemore has rel-
eased a song in support of
Palestinians that also praises
students across the US protest-
ing against Israel's war in Ga-
za. “If students in tents posted
on the lawn / Occupying the
quad is really against the law /
And a reason to call in the
police and their squad / Where
does genocide land in your
definition, huh?” Macklemore
raps in “Hind's Hall". The song
is named after the building at
Columbia University that stud-
ents recently occupied and re-
named after a six-year-old girl
killed in Gaza. Macklemore
admonishes the US govt, telling
Prez Joe Biden “blood is on
your hands”. He also criticises
the music industry for being
“complicit in their platform of
silence” while casting Drake
and Kendrick Lamar's rap beef
as trivial in light of actual war.

PLo
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“After backlash, public drug
use is back being a crime in

Canada’s Brit

Ottawa:CanadagovtonTuea-

gramme allowing people in
British Columbia to possess
smallamountsof drugs, inclu

ding heroin and cocaine. wit-
hout fear of eriminal charges,

Atthe request of the province
and after public and political
backlash, people in the pro-
vinee are no longer permitted
tousedrugs in public places.
Under the changes, which
went into effect immediately,
adults will still be allowed to
bossess small amounts of dr-
ugs. But they will now have to
use them in legal residences,
at safe injection sites and at
other harm reduction centres
established by health authori-
ties. The recriminalisation of
public drug use in British Co-
lumbia underscores the diffi-
culties that govts face as they

‘grappie with the opioid crisis,

ish Columbia

= |
day walked back part of apro- §

A province that as a global
pioneer in harm reduction took a
step back after political backlash

Even inaprovinee that has be-
en a global pioneer of the ha-
rm reduction movement, an
approach that seeks to reduce
risky behaviour rather than to
punish drug users, there are
1o easy answers. The provin-
ce’s coroner estimated that th-
ere werearecord 2,511 toxic dr-
ug deaths last year. The goals
of decriminalising possession
were to enable police officers
to focus their time on large
drug distributors rather than
users and encourage users to

beopen totreatment, nyr /
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"’Pakmmtorders
- transfer of Imran’s
 wife to same jal

Islamabad. Thewﬁeuf form-

houseag;isttntbesamejaﬂas
: herhus dlswgegssaid,wh
i ere the pair will :

i &ibi'. |
i oan, nhavebothbeencanwated
Yoo cnrruptiunand ;
' gEl ,'.'lq,wsm;heleaﬂ
uptoFeb's generalelection.
“Shehasalready been shif-
ted to a female ward of thejail
on her own reqnest, Intazar

declared a sub-jail — on the
outskirtsof the capital for the
past three months. Khan is al-
50 serving a concurrent 10-ye-
ar term for leaking:.sme se-
crets. She had epeatec
requests to be s
commoner” and taken to the
prison, a spokesman for the
R party said. s7 p
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TNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi: Canada arrested
a fourth Indian national on
Saturday for the killing of
Khalistan separatist Har-
deep Singh Nijjar. Three oth-
er Indians were arrested ear-
lier thismonth.

Like those arrested earli-
er, Amandeep Singh, 22, ares-
ident of Brampton (Surrey)
and Abbotsford areas of Can-
ada, has been charged with
first-degree murder and con-
spiracy to commit murder.

Indian govt sources main-
tained that while Canada has
informed Delhi of the ar-
rests, no information has
been shared yet by it to link

‘SUFFICIENT INFO'

> Govt sources say
Canada still to share info linking
Nijjar killing to Indian officials
 There's evidence & sufficient
info to charge Singh with murder
& conspiracy, says Canada's IHIT

thekilling withany Indian of-
ficial. Centre had said last
week that there had been no
“formal diplomatic commu-
nication” on thearrests.

The Integrated Homicide
Investigation Team of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Po-

lice said Singh was arrested
on May 11 for his role in Nij-
]ar’s killing. He was already
in the custody of the Peel re-
gional police for unrelated
firearms charges, a release
said. “This arrest shows the
nature of our ongoing inves-
tigation to hold responsible
those that played a role in the
homicide of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar,” said superintendent
Mandeep Mooker, THIT offi-

cer-in-charge. “THIT pursued
the evidence and gained suffi-
cient information for the
British Columbia prosecu-
tion service to charge Aman-
deep Singh with first-degree
murder and conspiracy to
commit murder,” the police

q

Nijjar killing: . Canada arrests 4th Indian,

charges 22-yr-old with first-degree murder

statement said. No further
details of thearrest can bere-
leased due to ongoing investi-
gations and court processes,
it said. [HIT investigators on
May 3 arrested three Indian
nationals - Karan Brar (22),
Kamalpreet Singh (22) and 28-
year-old Karanpreet Singh --
for the murder of Nijjar All
three live in Edmonton and
have been charged with first-
degree murder and conspir-
acy tocommit murder.

Ties between India and
Canada have come under se-
vere strain following PM Jus-
tin Trudeau’sallegations last
Sept of the “potential” invol-
vement of Indian agents in
thekilling of Nijjar.

cC v K
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*Canada arrests \
and charges
another PIO for

. airport gold heist

" Ottawa: A 36-yearold Indian-
‘arrested

B

at Toronto’s Pearson Interna-
tional Airport, almost a month
after thearrestof fiveothersin-
volvedinthe theft—thebiggest
in the country’s history.
On April 17,2023, anairear- |
gnwntamarearryins:nmth- H
an 22 million Canadian dollars
worth of gold bars and foreign
currency was stolen from a se- |
cure storage facility usingfake
paperwork, Peelsregional poli-
ce said. The gold and currency
had arrived on an Air Canada
flight from Zurich, Switzer- :

R

O

i clutGm\rerattheairportmm
?, ronto as he flew in from India,
. accordingto the police. The po-
' lice had issued a Canada-wide
" warrant for his arrest earlier
He is charged with theftof over
CAD 5,000 and conspiracy to
aommitanmmctabiaoﬁbnm-
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" Murder talking @o:: in ‘Mini Bangladesh’’

,ana

@zammm_.a:?no_.:

Kolkata: The news of the
gruesomemurderof Bangla-
deshi MP Anwarul Azim
Anar has become a talking
point in the “mini Bangla-
desh” of New Market-Sud-
der Street-Free School Street
area which is frequented hy
thousands of Bangladeshis
for tourism and healtheare.

The details that have
emerged have terrified both
the tourists and establish-
ment owners in the area who
depend heavily on the visi-
tors from the neighbouring
countries for their liveliho-

“ od.

The number of tourists

arriving in Kolkata has de-

L ettt MR, e T

Marquis Street is full of hotels

Biplab uraanx ee

by Bangladeshis

creased in the past few weeks
due to the general elections,
“The news and the ac-
companying details are very
&m::.uu..ﬁ. We have been co-
ming to Kolkata for the past
12 years but never has anyt-
hinglike this happened befo-

re," said Kamal Raza Neel,
who has been visiting Kolka-
ta for more than a decade for
treatment and tourism at a
city hospital.

The incident is on What-
sApp chats of Bangladeshi
nationals. “My relatives ha-

The news and the
accompanying
details are very
disturbing.

We have been coming
to Kolkata for the past
12 years but never has
anything like this hap-
pened before

Kamal Raza Neel | tourist

vebeenforwardingall thede-
tails and updates about the
incident to me. The entire
episode is very unsettling,”
said another resident of
Bangladesh who arrived ear-
lier this week.

“Mini Bangladesh” has
several hundred hotels
which cater to visitors from
Bangladesh. In several cases
visitors have been staying at
the same hotels during all
their visits.

“Many guests have been
staying with us for years as
they have developed a com-
fort factor But we have been
very cautious ahout all the
official paperwork which is
required by our local agenci-
es. We are extra cautious in
cases of newguests. The enti-
re hotel is under CCTV sur-
ﬁm:?:gmhnﬂmwmmwmﬁmnw
if any stranger steps inside
the hotel,” said Sweety
Singh, QEBE.E. Central Kol-
kata Guest House on Mirza
Ghalib Street. \

...............................................................................................
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/~ POK poet missing after criticising Pak military in police custody’

OmerFarooq Khan | Tnn Syeda Urooj Zainabsaidinape- § 3 in Balochistan 3 case if the missing poet’s fa-
tition tothecourt that her husb- h E __ﬁg ﬂn m E —_ﬂ_— E mily was satisfied with the av-
Islamabad: A poet-journalist and had been “under pressure pﬁ least four Pakistani citizens were killedandtwoothersinjured  ailable information. “T will
from Pakistan-occupied Kash- fromgovtagencies”formonths when Iranian forces opened unprovoked firing onavehicleina send the file for the formation
mir reported missing within due tohis perceived support for border town of Pakistan’s restive Balochistan province, accordingto  of a larger bench to look into
days of publicly criticising the incarcerated former PM Imran  authorities. The incident took place late on Tuesday in Tehsil Mashkil ~ how he went missing.”
powerful military wasrevealed Khan's PTI. Shealleged thatthe Bacha Rai, a source said. The source from the provincial paramilitary The petitioner’s lawyer,
to be in police custody on Wed-  38-year-old, whose roots are in forces said authorities werein touch with their Iranian counterparts Imaan Mazari, said it wasnoco-
nesday after Islamabad HC POK's Bagh district, was ab- over the incident, for which no explanationwasavailableasyet. pn incidence that Shah had been
summoned law minister Azam  ducted by ISI from their home : . - writing against the military’s
Nazeer Tarar along with the inRawalpindionMay15forhis was in the custody of Dhirkot ef the court on his whereabo- response to anti-inflation pro- |
sector commanders of ISl and anti-establishment stand. police in POK. uts. Isiamabad’s police chief testsinPOKonsocialmediabe-
military intelligence, and the At Wednesday’s hearing, Officials of intelligence said his department couldn't fore he mysteriously disappea-
%Eﬁ interior ministry Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani agencies skipped the hearing, interveneas POK was outside red. “Yet another citizen went ;
secretariestoa hearing. was informed that Shah, who leaving it to attorney general its jurisdiction. Justice Kaya- missing, for which an FIR was :
Ahmed Farhad Shah’s wife worksasa freelancejournalist, Mansoor Usman Awan to bri- ni said he would disposeof the registered four days later”
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of jail next time

New York: The judge in Do-

nald Trump’s criminal trial fi-

ned him $1,000 and held him in

contempt of court foraloth ti-

me on Monday for violatinga |

gag order and warned that

further violations could land

the former prez in jail.

Justice Juan Merchan said l
the nine $1.000 fines he had im-
posed so far did not seem tobe |
deterring the wealthy business
mogul from violating the order,
which bars him from speaking
publiely about jurors and wit-
nesses in the first criminal trial
of a former US prez. “T do not
want to impose a jail sanction
and have done everything [ can
toavoiddoingso. ButIwillif ne-
cossary,” Merchan said.

Imprisonment would be an
unprecedented step in the his-
torie trial, which stems from a
hush money payment made to
pornstar Stormy Daniels inthe
final weeks of the 2016 election.

Tmunphaspleadedmt guil-

Merchan impcsei& the 10th
ﬁneforanAprilmmtarviewin
which the former prez said:
“That jury was picked so fast—
95% Democrats. The area’s
mostlyall Democrat.” ReuTers.

caensn
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Does Weinstein’s acquittal
mean end of MeToo?

Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein, possibly the most emblematic
figure of sexual abuse outed by the #MeToo uprising seven years ago,
has been let off by a New York court of appeals. This is the latest in a
string of acquittals, including that of Bill Cosby and Mario Batali. Does
this mean that MeToo has lost, or that it had been excessive in its sweep?
Not at all. With Weinstein, nearly a hundred women had spoken up about
their experience of sexual assault and harassment. The court’s acquittal,
though, hinged on the standard of evidence — the testimony of many
women was not allowed to factor into the specific charge of one.

WHAT METO00
MEANT TO WOMEN
It was a dam breaking,

as one woman spoke out
about sexual assaultin
public, and all the others
found their voices, one by
one. It was a spill of urgent
testimony, enabled by social
media. Women spoke of
their pain and degradation,
and despite institutional
hostility and denial, they
found community in each
other. The scale and truth of
the abuse could no longer
be pretended away. One
third of all women have been
subjected to sexual violence,
and harassment and
belittlement is pervasive.

QUEST FOR JUSTICE IS FAR FROM OVER

Many have been disheartened by the Weinstein case, asking why evidence that demonstrates

a defendant's propensity to commit sex crimes, even when those allegations aren’t part of the
crimes charged, is inadmissible. But the court of public opinion has shifted, and that is MeToo's
success. It has exposed the domination that often distorts sexual encounters between men and
women. Many of us can spot patterns now — how victim-blaming works, how the system excuses
and actively defends men. We now notice how jokes and comments function, how pop songs

and movies build up a climate of male entitlement. This deep
misconduct, and the distribution of power that underlies is, will go on. The quest for justice, once
sparked, is not so easily subdued.

T ET—— -

| FA 1T SET OFF A TSUNAML...

| There has been a wave of women's activism around the world,
| from large demonstrations in the US and across Europe to South

| Korea and Japan, NiUnaMenos in Latin America, Aurat Marches

in Pakistan, and many others. India, too, saw many powerful
harassers being outed. While the MeToo discourse in the media
focused on high-profile ‘scalps’ and individual falls from grace, it
also led to legal change. In the US, state legislatures introduced
more than 3,000 bills that supported gender equity and workplace
safety and so on, of which 382 were passed.

E1...AND IT ALSO SPARKED A BACKLASH

But social progress is not a straight line, movements for justice

' have to gather strength, and power always roars back. The backlash
against women has gained greater force in recent years. Reactionary
forces around the world try to dilute equality-seeking laws, place
traditional ‘family values’ over women's sexual and reproductive

| rights, and champion ‘men’s rights’ as though their oppressive

| dominion has not been the norm. Popular influencers in the

| ‘manosphere’ demand a return to a status quo that stifled women.

WHAT WAS METOO ASKING FOR?

For the world to believe women. This doesn’t

mean believing all women as a blanket rule. It
means overriding our automatic reflex, instilled

by patriarchy, to disbelieve women. In most cases,
it took a tumble of testimony, several women'’s
stories, to cast doubt on the reputation of a single
man — why is a woman's word still worth so much

{ less than a man's? How can any lone woman expect
By justice, with such structural hostility? The impulse
‘38 that tells us that a woman accusing a man must be
driven by vengefulness or some other power-trip, or
that #MeToo is mab justice, is the tinted lens that
doesn’t let us see injustice, clear as daylight.

reckoning with sexual violence and
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-theordmthaUS’CIAabo-
“tﬂmmythatmmnﬁac-

Wthathewasjustdokghj&
Job s a reporter accredited
by the foreign ministry to
WDﬁtmRuasia,TheKmmnn
declined to comment.

After several hours of clo-
Sedpmwedings,themtaa
idthenextsession would ta
Placeon Aug13, reurens
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/ USSCblocks opi(jid sett..

f’{z

ement that

immunity to Purdue cos Saclder famlly

Washington: The US Supre-
me Courton Thursday blocked
OxyContin maker Purdue
Pharma's bankruptcy settle-
ment that would have shielded
its wealthy Sackler family ow-
ners from lawsuits over their

role inthenation’s deadly opio- -

id epidemic. The 54 decision
reversed a lower court’s
that had upheldtheplantogive
Purdue’s owners immunity in
mhangeforpaymguptnssbl-
lion tosettle thousands of law-
suits accusing the firm of un-
lawful misleading
of OxyContin, a powerful pain
medication introduced in 1996,
The ruling represented a
victory for Prez Biden’s admi-
nistration, which had chal
lenged the settlement as an
abuse of bankruptcy protec-
tions meant for debtors in fi-
nancial distress, not people
like the Sacklers who have not
filed for bankruptcy. Conserva-
tive Justice Neil Gorsuch wro-

Thedealhadrequlr!dﬂreﬁaﬁtm
ruling - t6 sy up to $6 billion to settle

ﬂmusardsoflawmntsmslngﬁne
arketmgullfsf i y

m oxvmnﬂn.amﬁs

pain medication introduced in 1996

tetheruling, which was joined
byfe]loweonservaﬁveJusb(:es
Clarence Thomas, Samue.l Ali-
to and Amy Coney

well as liberal JusﬂceKetanji
Brown Jackson. “The Sacklers

haven't filed for bankruptey |

andhmnotplamdvirmany
allthelrassetsonthetahleﬁ)r
distribution to creditors, yet

they seek what essant[ally am- i

ountstoadischarge," he wrote.
Justice Brett Kavanangh

; thaiwas;otneabeﬁeuuwm

rvative Chief Justice John Ro-
herts and liberal Justices So-
nia Sotomayor and Elena Ka-
gan. “The decision is wrongon
thelawand devastating for mo-
re than 100,000 opioid victims. |
and theirfamilies,” he said, !
_ Purdue filed for Chapter 11 |
: in 2019 to address
itsﬁahts,maﬂya]lof which
stemmed from thousands of |
lawmitsallesmgﬂmt()xyccn
tin helped kickstart an opioid
epidemicthathas caused more
than half a million US overdo-
se deaths over two decades. At
issue in the case was whether
Usbankruptt:ylmletal‘miu
e'sre .

settlements involving claims
afmassimm‘y REUTERS&NYT
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“‘Concerning rise’ in hate speech,

antl-conversmn l -

Washington: There has been
i a “concerning increase” in
i anti-conversion laws, hate

: speech, and demolitions of

¢ homes and places of worship
: for members of minority

! communitiesinIndia, USsec-

! retary of state Antony Blin-

i ken said on Wednesday at the

i release of the annual State
¢ Department report on inter-
! nationalreligious freedom.

: “InIndia, we see a concern-
ing inerease in anti-conver-
sion laws, hate speech, demoli-
¢ tions of homes and places of
i worship for members of mi-

i nority faith communities. At
¢ the same time, people around

: the world are also

i hard to protect religious fme—
: dom,” Blinken said.

Ten of 28 states have laws
i restricting religious conver-
: sions for all faiths. Some of
i these states also impose pe-
: nalties specifically against

¢ forced religious conversions

: for the purpose of marriage,
i thereportsaid.

: During the year, some
i members of religious minor-
i ity groups challenged govt’s
. ability and willingness to
protect them from violence,
investigate crimes agamst
members of religious minor-
ity groups, and protect their
freedom of religion or belief,
it stated.

The report reieased by Blinken
said US officials continued to
raise concerns about religious
freedom issues with their Indian
counterparts in 2023

India has previously re-
jected the US state depart-
ment's annual human rights
report on the country, saying
they continue to be based on

“misinformation and flawed
understanding”.

Observing that PM Modi
has reiterated calls to enact a
uniform civil code at the na-
tionallevel as called for in the
Constitution, instead of a
system of separate personal
laws for religious commiuni-
ties, the state department
said Muslim, Sikh. Chris-
tian, and tribal leaders and
some state government offi-

cialsopposed theinitiativeon

the grounds it was part of a
projecttoturn thecountry in-
toa“Hindurashtra”. en

-- 111 Indla" US

NewDa]iﬂ.Indiathmnﬁes
Foundation (IMF) criticised

the United States Commission
on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) on Thurs- i
day, arguing that its latwtne-,
port undermines credibility
and understanding of India’s |
religious freedom landscape,
reports Manash Gohain. |
The IMF also criticised US |
secretaryof state Antony Blin- |
ken, accusing him of bias in .
his references to increase in |
“anti-conversion laws” and
“hatespeech” inIndia, and qu- |
estioning thefairnessof asses-
sing free speech and hate spe-
ech based on country of ori-
gin. The foundation also accu-
sed the USCIRF of harbouring
a divisive agenda towards In-
dia.IMF claimed USCIRF suf-
fers from an “anti-India bias” |
and highlighted a disconnect
between “independent, bipa,r
tisan US federal govt agency”
and the UUS State Department.
IMF accused the report of |
helhginﬁuencedbyNGOs and
activists “whohavebeenatthe
receiving end of regulations
thathavenothingtodo withn}
ligion orreligious identity”,
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7 Drop cases against *

(q

Arundhati: UN body

United Nations: Thetop UN
human rights official on
., Thursday
voiced con-
cern over the
use of anti-

: ] lence ecritics
and urged authorities to
. drop cases against author
Arundhati Roy over her
comments on Kashmir
“#ndia; Weare concerned by
the use of #UAPA anti-terror
law to silence critics. Repeat
call for review of law & re-
lease of human rights defend-
ers detained under it. Urge
authorities to drop cases
against” Arundhati Roy and
Sheikh Showkat Hussain
over comments on Kashmir,”
the UN Human Rights Office,
led by high commissioner
Volker Turk said on X.
Earlier, Delhi LG V K
Saxena had accorded sanc-
tion to prosecute Roy and
former Central University
of Kashmir professor Hus-
sain under UAPA for alleg-
edly making provocative

Roy gets PEN
Pinter Prize 2024

Arundhati Roy wason
Thursday honoured with

_ the PEN Pinter Prize 2024 for

her“unflinching and
unswerving” writings.
Established in2009 by the
charity English PEN, the prize
defends freedom of expression
and celebrates literaturein
memory of Nobel laureate
playwrightHarold Pinter.Roy
expressed her delightat
being named thisyear’s
winner.amidan
“incomprehensible turn”the
worldis taking. “lam
delighted to acceptthe PEN
Pinter prize. | wishHarold
Pinter were withus today to
write about the almost
incomprehensible turnthe
world is taking,” said
62-year-old Roy. p1i

speeches at an event in 2010.
Roy, a Booker Prize-winning

author, and Hussain had been
named inan FIR registered on
October 28, 2010. TN

-
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:ﬁunter Biden’s criminal trial begms |

in aftermath of Trum

{ Wilmington: The criminal
: trial of Hunter Biden kicked

i off on Monday in federal co-

: urtinDelawareasPrezJoeBi-
i den'ssonfaces gun chargesin
i ahistoric case that begins fo-
i ur days after Donald Trump
i became the first former US
¢ president tobe convicted.
H Hunter Biden, 54, arrived
¢ at the courthouse for the first
¢ trial of the child of a sitting
: president. in which he will fa-
i ce three felony charges ste-
: mmingfrom his purchaseand
i possession of a revolver in
i 2018. He has pleaded not guilty
i Itisone of two criminal cases
¢ hefaces, with federal tax char-
! ges brought separately in Ca-
¢ lifornia, FirstLady Jill Biden,
i Hunter Biden’s wife Melissa
i Cohen Biden and his half-sis-
¢ ter Ashley Biden were in at-
i tendance at the frial in Wil-
E mington, before US district
Judge Maryellen Noreika.
t\ Jilland I1love our son and we

Hunter arrives at the court with
his wife Melissa. First lady
Jill Biden also attended the trial

msopmudnfthemanham
today,” Joe Biden said inasta-
tement, addingthat a lotof fa-
milies have loved ones who
have overcome addiction.
Trump was convicted by a
jury in state court in New
York on Thursday of 34 felony
counts of falsifying docu-
ments to cover up hush mo-
ney paid toa porn star toavoid
a sex scandal shortly before
the 2016 US election that put
him in the White House.
Hunter’s trial gives Repub-
licans a chance to shift atten-

conviction

= tion away from Trump's legal
= troubles. Trump is due to be :

sentenced on July 11. He has !
pleaded not guilty in three
other pendingcriminal cases. !

In the case brought by US

| special counsel David Weiss,a |

Trump appointee, last Sept :
Hunter was charged with ly- :
ing about his use of illegal :|
drugs when he bought a Colt :
Cobra 38-caliberrevolverand :
with illegally possessing the
weapon for 11 days in Oct :
2018. Weiss, whohas investiga-

ted Hunter since at least 2019,
also brought the tax charges. !
1f convicted on all charges in

the Delaware case, Hunter fa-

cesupmaﬁyearsmgaﬂ thou-
@deimdantsgmerallyreom

ve shorter sentences, accord-

ingtothejusticedepartment. !
Noreika began screening :
potential jurorsfor theirabili- :
ty to commit to sennnglen.gm
of the trial, likely to run thro-
ughendof next week. ReuTers /
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Rome: Amanda Knox, an Am-

erican who was convicted and
then exonerated of murdering
her housemate while they we-
restudying in Italy, on Wednes-
day lost another trial in an Ita-
lian court against slander ch-
argesrelated to the2007 killing.
Knox was convicted by a court
in Florenceon charges thatshe
had slandered a man whorana
bar where she worked by un-

justly aceusing him of Killing
her housemate, 21-year-old Me-
redith Kercher, in 2007. Knox
was sentenced by the court to
three years in prison, time she
hasalready served.

Knox was initially found
guilty of slandering the man,
Diya Lumiumba, also known as
Patrick, in 2009, a conviction
that was upheld by various Ita-
lian courts. At the time of the
killing, Lumumba ran a bar
called Le Chic where Knox
worked part time.

( Knox declined to speak to

Amanda Knox breaks down outside
the court in Florence on Wednesday

reporters after the ruling Wed-
nesday. Her defence team said
they would most likely appeal
toItaly’s highest court.
Speaking to a courtroom
packed with journalists earli-
er, Knox, referring to her
comments about Lumumba
in 2007, described “the worst
night of my life,” and said she
had been bullied by the police
into accusing an innocent
man of murder. She told the
court, speaking inTtalianand
with her voice cracking at ti-

mes_,tbatshehadbeenaﬁ'igh-

2 tened 20-year-old who had be-

3 entrickedand was“psycholo-

gically destabilised”.

The hea:mg Wednesday is
the latest turn in a legal jour-
ney whose echoes continue to

reverberate nearly 17 vears af- -

ter the murder of Kercher, a
British student. Knox became
ahouseholdnamein 2007 when
she was arrested with her boy-
friend at the time, Raffaele Sol-
lecito, then 23, for the murder
of Kercher during what prose-
cutors described as a sex game
gnnewrong All three werestu-
dying in the picturesque cen-
tral Italian city of Perugia.
Knox was convicted in 2009 of
the killing by an Italian court
butaequittedonappeal.shem-
turned to the US in 2011 while
her case bounced between va-
rious courts until she and Sol-
lecito were exonerated by Ita-
ly’s highest courtin 2015.
Speakingtothecourt, recal-

ling the events that led her to

her roommate

accuse Lumumba, Knox said
that Kercher had been the “vie-
tim of horrible violence.” In
the days after Kercher’s death,
Knox said she had been “under
shock and exhausted” and had
never felt “so vulnerable in my
life.” It was at that point, she sa-

id, during a nightlong interro-
gation, that the police pressu- :
red her into naming Lumum-- !

ba, with whom she had exchan-

ged some texts that night. She

said onecop had slapped her:

TLumumba, who now lives

in Krakow, Poland, did not at-

has not commented. Although
Knox recanted her statements
accusing Lumumba, he wasar-
rested, held in prison for two
weeks and released only after
one of his clients provided an

alibi. Lumumba sued for slan-

der; and Knox was found guilty
and sentenced to three years,
whichshe served during her fo-
uryears in prison. nvr A

. .
/7 Amanda Knox convicted in slander retrial
in Italy over 2007 killing of



THE TimeS of TwoA

e BRI

Page 356 of 373

/Israel targets’ US lawmakers

. ’l\alAviv.Ismelorgamsedandg ;

e

PJ._

with covert influence drive

Ordered By Diaspora Mlmstry, Op Used Fake Profiles For Pro-lsrael Posts: Report

paidforaninfluence campaign
last year targeting US lawma-
kers and the American public
with pro-Israel messaging, as
itaimed tofoster support for its
actions in the war in the Gaza
Strip, according to officials in-
volved in the effort and docu-
ments related to the operation.

The covert campaign was
commissioned by Israel’s mi-
nistry of diaspora affairs, a
govt body that connects Jews
around the world with thestate
of Israel, four Israeli officials
said. The ministry allocated
about $2 million to the opera-
tion and hired Stoie, a political
marketing firm in Tel Aviv, to
carry itout, according to the of-
ficials and the documents.

The campaign began in Oct
and remains active on the soci-
al platform X. Atits peak, it us-
ed hundreds of fake accounts
that posed as real Americans
on X, Facebook and Instagram
to post pro-lsrael comments.
The accounts focused on US
lawmakers, particularly ones
who are black and Democrats,
with posts urging them to con-
tinue funding Israel’s military.

ChatGPT, the Al-powered

chatbot, was used to generate

Israeli rlght -wing activists scuffle with a Pa.lestlnlan freelance journalist
during a march commemorating Jerusalem Day on Wednesday

Israel: Gaza offensive won't stop for talks
srael rejterated on Wednesday its refusal to halt the Gaza offens-
ive for aresumption of hostage-release talks with Hamas, after
mediator Qatar said it had given the Palestinian militants a US-bac-
ked truce proposal. “Any negotiations with Hamas would be condu-
cted only under fire,” defence minister Yoav Gallant, said in remarks
after heflew abroad a warplane toinspect the Gaza front. Onthe
other hand, Hamas political head Ismail Haniyeh said the group will
deal “seriously and positively” with any agreement thatis based on
the total halt of war, complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza. reuters

many of the posts. The campa-
ignalsocreated threefake Eng-
lish-language news sites featu-

ring pro-Israel articles.

The Israeli govt’s connecti- documents about the campai-

on to the influence operation,
which NYT verified with four
current andex-membersof mi-
nistry of diaspora affairs and

gn, has not previously been re-
ported. FakeReporter, an Israe-
1i misinformation watchdog,
identified the effortin March.

Last week, Meta, which ow-
ns Facebook and Instagram,
and OpenAl which makes Ch-
atGPT, said they had also fo-
und and disrupted the opera-
tion. Thecampaigndidn't have
a widespread impact, the two
companies had said. The fake
accounts accumulated more
than 40,000 followers across X,
Facebook and Instagram, Fa-
keReporter found. But many
of those followers may have be-
en bots and didn't generate a
large audience, Meta said.

The secretive drive signals
the lengths Israel was willing
to go to sway American opini-
on on the war in Gaza. The US
haslong been oneof Israel'sst-
aunchest allies, with Prez Bi-
den recently signing a $15 billi-
onmilitary aid package for the
country, Butthe conflict has be-
enunpopular with many Ame-
ricans, who have called for Bi-
den to withdraw support for Is-
rael in the face of mounting ci-
vilian deaths in Gaza. Israel’'s
ministry of diaspora affairs

‘denied involvement. Stoic di-

dn’'t respond for comment. nyt /
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”US Supreme Court unanimously ”
rejects bid to restrict abortion pill

Washlngton. The US Supreme &[T

Court on Thursday rejected a
bid to restrict an abortion pill
widely used in the United Sta-
tes to terminate pregnancies.
The court, in a unanimous
opinion, said the anti-abortion
groups and physicians chal-
lenging the medication, mife-
pristone, lacked the legal stan-
ding to bring the case.
Abortion rights are one of
the key issues in the Nov polls
and theadministrationof Dem-
ocratic Prez Joe Biden had ur-
ged the court to maintain acc-
ess to the drug, which was app-
roved by FDA in 2000, His oppo-
nent Donald Trump leads a
Republican Party broadly favo-
uring blocks to abortion access.
The mifepristone case was
thefirst significantabortion ca-
se heard by the conservative-
dominated Supreme Court sin-
ce it overturned the previously
long-held constitutional right
to abortion two years ago. “We
recognise that many citizens,

The justices rejected the lawsu
saying the plaintiffs did not have
standing to sue. Medication
abortion accounted for 63% of the
abortions in the country last year,
up from 53% in 2020

including the plaintiff doctors
here, have sincere concerns
about and objections to others
using mﬁepﬁstone and obtai-
ning abortions,” said Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, who wrote
the 90 opinion. “But citizens
and doctors do not have standi-
ngtosuesimply because others
areallowed toengage in certain
activities,” Kavanaugh said.

The conservative justicesa-
id the federal courts were “the
wrong forum for addressing
the plaintiffs’ concerns about
FDA's actions” and they could
present their objections thro-
ugh regulatory procedures or
through the “political and elec-
toral processes”. Abortion op-
ponents have been seeking to
restrict nationwide access to
the pill, claiming it is unsafe
and that anti-abortion doctors
were being forced to violate
their conscience by interve-
ning on patients who suffered
complicationsafter usingit.

Medication abortion acco-
unted for63 % of theabortions
in the country last year, up
from 53% in 2020, according to
the Guttmacher Institute.

Some 20 states have ban-
ned or restricted abortion sin-
cetheSC in June 2022 overtur-
ned the landmark Roe v. Wade
ruling that enshrined the
constitutional right to abor-

tion for half a century. ae
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rd Thailand’s bill, which am-
First in Southeast Asia And 3" In Asia To A ek
commercial code, calls marri-
Allow Such Unions After Nepal, Taiwan s
awmakers in Thailand bill's passage underscores two people age 18 and above,
voted on Tuesday to app-  Thailand’s status as a relative without specifying gender. It
| rove a marriage equality haven for gay couples in Asia. also gives LGBTQ couples
;h]ll, a move that puts the cou-  Only Taiwan and Nepal have : | equalrightstoadopt children,
ntry on a clear path to becom-  legalised same-sex marriage. claim tax allowances, inherit
ing the first in Southeast Asia In some Asian countries, mﬁ&mﬂ :mtee property and give consent for
tolegalisesame-sexmarriage.  gay sex is a criminal offense. o iies and the Constitutional medical treatment when their
Thailand's Senate passed the Indonesia, where gay marria- Court and receives royal assent areincapacitated.
billby130votesto4, withsome  ge is illegal, made extramari- from the king, a formality that is The bill has been contenti-
‘abstentions, on Tuesday after-  tal sex illegal in 2022. In 2019, widely expected to be granted ous since its first version was
noon. It was approved by the Brunei made gay sex punis- bt introduced over 20 years ago.
House of Representatives in  hable with death by stoning. It ing in the air. Gloria Gaynor’s ~ While Thailand is one of the
‘March. The legislation would  later said it would not carry  “T Will Survive” played at the most open places in the world
becomelawafteritisreviewed out executions, after wide- rallyaswellasa’QOs-styleTh for gay couples, it is socially
bya Senatecommitteeandthe  spread international protest. ai pop song called “History”, conservative in other ways. In
Constitutional Court and re- After the bill's passage, withthelyrics:“Historywon't ~ Feb, lawmakers dismissed a
ceives royal assent from the hundreds of supporters gat- repeat anymore, history’sab- proposal to let people change
king, a formality that is wide-  hered in downtown Bangkok out to change its course, cha-  genders on official docume-
1y expected tobe granted. to celebrate the milestone de- nge toward equalitx" PM Sre-  nts. Butamajority of theThai
“After 20 years of tryingto  spite the punishing heat, wa- ttha Thavisin said he would  public supports the marriage
legalise this matter,” activist ~ vingflagsand throwingcolor-  host acelebrationforactivists  equality bill. Last year, 60% of
Plaifa Kyoka Shodladd said in ~ ful balloons at a Pride rally A on Tuesday, thoughhesaidhe adults in Thailand said they
the Senate chamber after the  paradebeganwiththebangof — could not attend the event be- backed legalising same-sex
vote, “finally, love wins.” The a firecracker and confetti fly-  causeof aCovid infection. marriage inasurvey. Nyt
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“Hindujas \

~ ‘appalled’
by jail term;
file appeal

London: Britain’s wéalthi

i tion, sentemeordemﬁm."
“Per Swiss law procedu-
: res, the lowarmun‘sjudge» !
i ment is rendered ineffecti-
i ve and inoperative as the

: presumpﬁen of innocence

¢ is paramount tmﬁlmiun

i lessafinal ju

113;1 be on said. /

“tmay netaﬁﬂtheme.

: no complainants left

f\mmrem:dtneymam
red in the court that they we-

: re led into signing state-

i ments that they didn't un-

¢ derstand. 'I‘heyha&nm!:na

i intended tonor initiated pro-

: medmﬁuoftbmaﬂmha"

! ja family members treated

i them with ‘respect, dignity

andhkefaxmly’ the spoke-

¢ Spersonsaid.

Eaﬂ;erunhﬁdm;inam

i tement issued on behalf of

" were sentenced to bemam
fourandfour-ﬂnﬂahaﬁ ye-
. arsinprison, en
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/" Probeinto1985

- Kanishka bambing

- remainsactive&
ongoing: Canada i

Ottawa: Investigations into 1.
the bombing of the AirIndia

rorism" probe, ahead of the
deadly bombing's 39th-anni-
versary memorial, :
The Montreal-New Delhi |
Air India ‘Kanishka’ Flight
182 exploded 45 minutes be |
re it was to have landed at |
London’s Heathrow Airport
on June 23, 1985, killing all
329 on board, most of them
Canadians of Indian de-
scent.Itwash]amedonSikh |
militants in retaliation to |
‘Operation Bluestar’ to flush
out militants from the Gol-
dm'ns-mplemm

25
5
H
S

impacts of the bombing “ha-
ve not diminished with ti-
me”. Hesaid thatthetrauma
it caused has impacted gene-
rations. “"We must never for-
get those innocent lives lost
tothistragedy and otheracts }
_ of terrorism,” hesaid. et
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4Ii'ans top court overturns

overturnedadeath senten-

ce against popular rapper
Toomaj Salehi who was jailed
for backing nationwide pro-
tests sparked by Mahsa Ami-
ni'sdeath, his lawyer said Sa-
turday, “Salehi’s death sen-
tence was overturned,” the
rapper’slawyer Amir Raisian
said inaposton X,addingthat
the Islamic republic’s top co-
urt had ordered aretrial.

In April, an Iranian court
sentenced Salehi to death for
the capital offence of “cor-
ruptiononearth”, Raisian sa-
id at the time. The rapper was
also found guilty of “assistan-

I‘rans supreme court has

rapper’s death sentence

ce in sedition, assembly and
collusion, propaganda aga-
inst the state and calling for
riots”, thelawyer said.

Salehi, 33, was arrested in
Oect 2022 after publicly back-
ing demonstrations which
had erupted a month earlier,
triggered by Amini's death in
police custody.

“The Supreme Court pre- |

vented an irreparable judici-
alerror,” Raisian said, adding
that the court also ruled that
Salehi’s “previous sentence
(6 years and three months)
was also without compliance
with the rules of a multiplici-

ty of erimes.” aep i
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“US top court upholds'

law that disarms
domestic abusers

Washington: The US Supre-
me Courtruled Friday that the
government can take guns
away from people subject to
restraining orders for domes-
ticviolenece,limiting thesweep
of a blockbuster decision in
2022 that had vastly expanded
Second Amendmentrights.

Indeed, Friday's decision
amounted to a retreat from
what had been an unbroken se-
ries of major rulings favou-
ring gun rights that started in
2008, when the court first re-
cognized an individual consti-
tutional right to keep firearms
in the home for self-defense.

In the 2022 decision, the co-
urtestablished aright to carry
guns outside the home and an-
nounced anew test toassessall
sorts of gun control laws, one
thatlooked to historical praeti-
ces to judge their constitutio-
nality That new test has sown
confusion in the lower courts,
with some judges striking
down laws that had beenonthe
books for decades.

The case decided Friday,

Justice Clarence Thomas,
author of the majority opinion
in the 2022 decision, New York
State Rifle & Pistol Association
v. Bruen, was the only dissenter

United States v Rahimi, as-
ked whether a Texas man co-

uld be prosecuted under fede-

ral law making it a crime for
people subject to domestic
violence restraining orders
topossessguns. Chief Justice

John Rgberts, writingfor the
majority in the 8-1 decision,

said the answer was yes and
that Second Amendment
rights havelimits. nvr

¢
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” Death for Christian man in
Pak for sharing hateful posts

Multan: A court in Pakistan
sentenced a Christian man to
death for sharing what it said
was hateful content against
Muslims on social media after
oneof the worst mob attacks on
Christians in the eastern Pun-
Jab province last year, his lawy-
er said Monday, adding he will
appeal the verdict.

In Aug 2023, groups of Mu-
slim men burned dozens of
homes and churches in the ci-
ty of Jaranwala after somere-
sidents claimed they saw two
Christian men tearing out pa-
ges from the Quran, throwing
them on the ground and writi-
nginsulting remarks on other
pages, authorities said.

Ehsan Shan, though not pa-
rty tothedesecration, wasaccu-
sed of reposting the defaced pa-
ges of the Quran on his TikTok
account, his lawyer Khurram
Shahzad said. He also said he
would appeal against the death
sentence issued Saturday by a
court in the city of Sahiwal in
Punjab. Amir Farooq, a police
officer who arrested Shan, said

prices hiked in Pak
Weeksafter—slasrﬁngm'e_pri-
ces of fuel ahead of the Eid
ul Adha festival, the Pakistan
govt Monday sharply hiked their
prices for the next fortnight.
According to a notification, the
prices of petrol and High-Speed
Diesel (HSD) were raised by Rs
7.45and Rs 9.56 per litre respect-
ively, the Express Tribune report-
ed. The new ex-depot petrol
pricefor July1to 15would be Rs
265.61 per litre compared toRs
258.16in the previous fortnight,
up by 2.9%, the Dawn reported.
However, petrol would be
available for over Rs 266 per litre
inthe retail market, itsaid. on
the other hand, the new ex-depot
price of HSDis Rs 277.45 per litre,
or 3.6% higher than the Rs 267.89
overthe pastfortnight. pri

the man shared “the hateful co-

ntent at a sensitive time when
authorities were already strug-
glingto contain violence.” ap >
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'Video shows NY officer fatally shooting boy; I3,
- on ground. Pollce say he pointed a replica gun

- New York. Video released late

| Saturday shows an officer in
i upstate New York fatally shoo-
i ting a 13-year-old boy who had
i beentackledtothe groundafter
i heran from police and pointed
i areplicahandgunatthem.

The teen was Killed a little
i after 10pm (local time) Friday
i inUticaafter officers in thecity

¢ about 400km northwest of Ma-

i mnhattan stopped two youths in

i connection with an armed rob-

i bery investigation, police said.
! The youths, both 13, mat-
ched the descriptions of the
robbery suspects and were in
the same area at around the
same time the day after, police
said. One was also walking in
the road, a violation of state
traffic law. The body camera vi-
deo rel@sedbypuﬁeeeaptures
an officer saying heneedstopat
them down toensure they don’t
have any wveaponsin their pos-
session. one of
the two, identified hy police as
as Nyah Mway, runs away.
Authorities froze frames of
the video where a runnjngNy-
ah Mway appears to point the
gunat thepursuing officers. Po-
l]ice also edited the video to in-

5

The inconsolable mother of 13-yr-old
Nyah Mway at city hall in Utica. The
boy was identified as a refugee born
in Myanmar and a member of the
Karen ethnic minority community

sertared circle around the wea-
pon to show it to viewers. The
officers believed it was a hand-
gun, policesaid, but it was later
determined to be a replica of a
Glock 17 Gen 5 handgun with a
detachablemagazine.
“Duringa ground struggle”
with the teen, one of the office-
rsfired asingleshot that struck
the boy in the chest, Utica poli-
cechief Mark Williams said.
The teen was given “imme-
diate” first aid by the officers
and taken to Wynn Hospital,
wlmpe l‘teaied, the chief sa:.d,

the teen “is in all aspects a rea-
listic appearing firearm with
GLOCK markings, signatures,
" detachable magazine, and seri-
al numbers,” Lt Michael Cur-
ley, a police spokesperson, said
viaemail. “However ultimately
it firesonly pelletsor BB's.”

A bystander video posted to
Facebook shows one of the offi-
cers chasing after Nyah Mway
Tt also shows the officer pun-
ching the teen as two other offi-
cersarrive. A gunshot rings out
asthe teen ison the ground and
the officers quickly standup.

The officer who fired his
gun was identified as Patrick

Husnay, a six-year veteran of

theagency. Husnay and officers
Bryce Patterson and Andrew
Citriniti were placed on admi-
The police body camera vi-
deo shows a chaoticscene.
Nyah Mway points the rep-
lica handgun at the officers

while he runs from them. The

opens fire. Officers initially
thought Nyah Mway may have
shot himself, and Patterson sa-
vs, “Tdon’t know if he shotme.”
It is not clear whether he is re-
ferringto Nyah Mway or hisfel-
low officer. Patterson was not
struck. Bystanders scream at
thepolice throughout therecor-
dings, and at one point an offi-
cer yells back: “We're trying to
save him right now!” The other
youth was detained in the back
of a police vehicle and was not
involved in the shooting.

The police department rele-
ased the body camera videos
following a public outery as the
shooting roiled Utica, a city
with a population of 65,000. It is
home to more than 4,200 people
from Myanmar, according to
The Center, a nonprofit that
helps toresettle the refugees.

Nyah Mway, who local me-
dia reports said wasan 8th gra-
der at Donovan Middle School,
was identified asarefugee born
in Myanmar and a member of
the Karen ethnicminority.

The policedepartment isco-
nducting an internal investiga-
tion to see whether officers fol-
lowed policies and training. ae

-
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THush money: Prosecutors agree to delay
Trump sentencing after immunity ruling

New York: Manhattan prose-
cutors on Tuesday agreed with
Donald Trump's request to
postpone his criminal senten-
cing so that the judge oversee-
ing the case could weigh whet-
v her a recent US
Supreme Court
ruling might
imperil his con-
viction, new co-
Lo i
show. It is up to
thejudge to determine whether
topostponethe sentencing, tho-
ugh with both sides in agree-
ment, adelay seemed likely.

A delay would represent &
surprising setback for the case,
which led to thefirst conviction
of an American ex-president.
The sentencing was likely to be
the only moment of criminal
accountability for the twice-im-
peached and four-time indicted
former president whose other

U S Prez Biden said Monday the Supreme Court ruting on presid-

- ential immunity seta“dangerous thatcould turn
presidentsinto kingsand called on the American people to “dissent”
by rejecting Donald Trumpin Nov’s election. Inremarks from the
White House, Biden said the courtdecision meant Trump was highly

unlikely to go on trial before the Nov. 5 election for his roleinseeking
to overturn the results of the 2020 election. “This nation was founded
ontheprinciple that there are no kingsin America. Each, each of usis
equal before the law. Noone, noone is above thelaw. Noteventhe
presidentof the US," Biden said. He said the court's decision meant
there were now virtually nolimits on whata president couid do.

casesare mired indelay.

Trump, who was convicted
of falsifying business records
related to his cover-up of a sex
scandal during 2016 prez cam-
paign, was scheduled to besent-
enced on July 11. He faces up to
four years in prison, though he
could receive as little as a few
weeks injail, or probation.

On Monday, the planned
sentencing hit a snag when the

SC granted Trump broad im-

munity from prosecution forof-
ficial actions taken as preside-
nt. Although the Manhattan ca-
se does not centre on Trump's
presidency or official acts —
but rather on his personal acti-
vity during the 2016 campaign
__ his lawyers argued Monday
that prosecutors had built their
ease partly on evidence from
histimeinthe White House. nvt
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UN body calls
Imran arrest

‘arbitrary’, Pak
slams report

Omer Farooq Khan | TN

Islamabad: Pakistan on Tu-
esday denounced a UN report
that termed the detention of
former PM Imran Khan as
“arbitraryand in violation of
international law”, asserting
that the arrest of the cricket- :
er-turned-politician and the
cases against him were an :
“internal matter” of the cou- :
niry Imran, the founder of :
PTI party, has been in jail sin-
ce Aug last year following his !
conviction in a Toshakhana :
case. The Election Commissi-
on subsequenily disqualified
him for five years, ahead of @
Feb elections. He is also faci-
ngprosecution inothercases. i

In an opinion released on :
Monday, the Geneva-based :
UN Working Group on Arbit-
rary Detention coneluded th- :
at Imran’s detention had no :
legal basis, and appeared to :
havebeen intended todisqua- :
lify him from running for po-

TP T SR E LR E L PR

litical office. The “appropria-
te remedy would be to release

him immediately”, it said.
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With the matter said. The fede. :
ral agency determined in May
mﬂ*B"Eﬁlghadbreaeheaam
deferred-prosecution ~ agree.
ment that wasput in place after
| lod 346 people in 2018 and 2019, |
Theplanemaker has deniedthe
b , and the DoJ n{mhas g
Under the 2021 deal, the compa.
ny was asked tooverhauled it
compliance practices and sub.
had also agreed to pay $25 bil.
Hontosetﬂeﬂle,m ey
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” Apple is
under new

first company charged
EU competition law

™

Commission executive vice.

pple is imposing unfair i
LXrestvjctions on develo- 3 4 president in charge of compe-
i 4 Apersof applications for tition policy. She said Apple’s
i its App Storein violation of a App Store policies make deve-
. newEuropean Union law me- lopers more dependent on the
ant to encourage competi- Ccompany and prevent consu-
tion in the tech industry, re- mers from being aware of het.
gulators in Brussels said on 7 ter offers. EU regulators said
Monday: The charges further  EU regulators said Apple was the charges were preliminary
escalated a tussle between Putting E‘"la':mt” restrictions on and gave Apple a chance to re-
Apple, which says its pro. COmpanies tha make games, spond. A final decision will be
ducts are designed in thebest  MUsic services & other apps announced by next March,

interest of customers, and thatmakegames, musicservi- Apple defended its practi-
. EU regulators, who say the ces and other applications, ces, saying its rules and fees
. company is unfairly usingits  Under the law, Apple cannot are a fair trade for providing
- sizeand considerable resour- limit howmmpanias'mmmu- such alarge platform to reach
i cestostiflecompetition, nicate with customers about consumers. Developers can
Apple is the first company  salesand otheroffers and con- point consumers to websites
: tobecharged for violating the tent'avaﬂabléoutsiﬂeﬂmApp tomake purchasesoutside the

i DigitalMarkets Act,alawpas-  Store, Thecompany facesape-  App Store, the company said,
: sed in 2022 that gives Europe-  naltyof upto10% of global re- “Throughout the past se-
i an regulators wide authority  venue, a fine that could Boup  veral months, Apple has ma-
i to forceﬂlelargest“onljnega- to 20% for repeat infringe- de a number of changes to
i tekeepers” tochangetheirbu-  ments. Apple reported $383 comply with the DMA in re-
i siness practices. After initia- billion inrevenuelast year sponse to feedback from de-
i ting an investigation in “Today isa very important velopers and the European
i March, EU regulators said  day for the effective enforce-  Commission,” Apple said.

: Apple was putting unlawful

. restrictions on companies

ment of the DMA,” said Mar-
grethe Vestager European

“We are confident our plan
complies with the law.” nyr

f

—
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International trafficking

Dwaipayan.Ghosh

2

dah station while she was

racket: Couple held in Delhi

@timesofindia.com

i Kolkata: The state CID, af-
! ter investigating for a
month, has arrested a cou-
ple for their involvement in
trafficking  Bangladeshi
: women, by luring them
i through IMO, & social me-
: dia platform. The racket
i originated in Dhaka and
i Chittagong and operated in
. Ranaghat and Kolkata befo-
rereaching Delhi.

The CID's anti-human
trafficking unit said accu-
sed couple Buddhadeb Gan
(31) and his wife Sonia Fakir
(28) claimed to be residents
of KalyaniinNadia. “Wera-

The accused were
presented before at the
local Saket court in
Delhi and their transit
remand was granted

ided an address near Go-
vindpuri insoutheast Delhi
on Friday, The couple tried
to flee towards the railway
station but were arrested,”
said an officer.

The accused were pre-
sented before the Saket co-
urtin Delhiand their trans-
itremand was granted,

On May 8, a 30-year-old
Bangladeshiwomanwasre-
seued by the RPF from Seal-

‘boarding a train to Dhan-

bad, During interrogation,
she said Sonia had directed
her to come to India for bet-
ter employment.

She had travelled to the
international border and
reached Ranaghat where:
another person helped her
inreaching Kolkata.

A case under IPC 370
was registered by Sealdah
GRE

This case assumed sig-
nificance after the Ranchi
Sadar police nabbed three
Bangladeshi women last
month. Cops claim there
might be a connection bet-

o

ween the two cases.
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" After E-Yf_cohf;memeﬁt, .
Assange to be a free man

4/ lian Assange will

the US territoryof Saipanin

\1 rikiLeaksfounderJu- ady served at a hearing in

plead guilty on Wed-
nesday toviclating US espio-
nage law, in a deal that will
set him free after a 14-year

i Assange disembarks at Bangkok
: en route to US territory of Saipan

i Britishlegal odyssey andal-
! low hisreturn home to Aust-
ralia. He is due to be senten-
ced to62monthsof timealre-

the Pacific.
Assange, 52, has agreed

to plead guilty to one crimi- |
nal count of conspiring to |

obtain and disclose classifi-
ed US national defence docu-
ments.

of alegal saga that has seen
Assange spend more than fi-

ve years in a British high-se-

curity jail and seven holed
up in the Ecuadorean em-
bassy in London as he fought
accusations of sex crimes.in
Sweden and battled extradi-
tion to the US, where he fa-
ced 18 criminal charges.
Assange left Belmarsh
prison early on Monday, be-
fore being bailed by London
high court. reuters Pg Opp

The deal marks the end
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UN human rights body wants case
sanction to prosecute raises lega

Shyam Rajan Agarwal

Yesterday, author-activist Arundhati
Roy was awarded the prestigious Pen
Pinter prize for her “unflinching and
unswerving” writing. Alongside the
\ award was UN’s call to New Delhitodrop

= casesagainstRoyandalsoreview India’s
anti-terror law UAPA.

The backstory | In 2010, a complaint was filed by activist
Sushil Pandit, basis which Delhi Police registered a
caseagainstauthor-activist Arundhati Roy and Sheikh
Showkat Hussain, former professor at Central
University of Kashmir.

Both were booked for their speeches ata conference
‘Azadi, The Only Way' in Delhi’s LTG Auditorium on
October 21, 2010. FIR was registered under IPC sections
153A (promaoting enmity between different groups).
1538 (making imputations/assertions prejudicial to
national integration) and 505 (statements ‘conducing’
topublicmischief) and under UAPA section13. Roy was
accused of stating that Kashmir was never an integral
partof Indiaand advocating its secession.

Delhi LG VK Saxena granted sanction to prosecute
for the IPC offences in October 2023. Sanction to proceed
on the UAPA offence was granted recently.

Time limits | The first question is whether LG’s order
may be rendered defective on account of delay. His
sanction to proceed on IPC offences was granted under
CrPC section 196. This prescribesno time limit for passing
an order to either grant or deny sanction to prosecute,

However, since each IPC offence is punishable by
imprisonment of up to three years, prosecution would
be barred by ‘limitation’ — because CrPC sections 468
and 469 cumulatively state no court will take cognisance
of an offence beyond a period of three years from date
of offence or date of registration of FIR. Offences
under UAPA section 13 are punishable by imprisonment
of upto7 years, sono limitation applies.

Missing steps | But there exists another strict time limit
that LG seems to have given the go-by. UAPA section 45(2)
provides for an independent authority to review evidence
against theaccused. This authority is to submitareportto
the state or Centre. Only after considering this, can govt
decide on granting or denying sanction to prosecute.

Section 45(2) additionally envisages time limits
within which the independent authority is to submit
itsreport, and for govt's decision. These are prescribed
under UAPA Rules, 2008, which provide 7 days each to
the independent authority and to govt, Despite these
strict timelines, LG granted sanction to prosecute 14
yearsafter the case wasfiled.

Precedent set| Kerala HC in Roopesh vs State of Kerala
& Others held that timelines stipulated under UAPA
wm&on\ﬁwv.amnﬂxr?memm.waﬁwznﬂcQE:mnﬁm
Non-compliance would render the order invalid. UAPA
carries serious consequences for the accused, thus
it must be interpreted strictly and literally.
Govt cannot be permitted tosit over a request
for sanction indefinitely. Kerala challenged
HC's judgment in the Roopesh case before
SC, which observed that the question of
law would remain open and permitted state
to withdraw its petition.
Thus, thisquestionregarding validity =
of a belated order granting sanction to
prosecute is yet to be conclusively §
decided, Thatsaid, allowing sanction for
prosecution 10 or 20 years after registra-
tionof FIR isamockeryof thecriminal
justice system.

No call to arms | The case also tests
the extent to which free speech
may be accorded protection. A
YouTube clip of Roy's 2010 §
speech shows her stating
Kashmir isn't an integral
part of India, but she did
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s dropped against Arundhati Roy for her speech 14 years ago. The very
| questions about belated prosecutions and right to freedom of speech

not expressly advocate secession. Nor was thereany cal
to takeuparmsagainst thestate.

Does a person’s opinion, howsoever unpalatable
regarding independence or freedom for a particular
Bﬁg.E‘w_“mmﬁﬁﬁoﬁgnﬁgmﬁaﬂogom.mnsgﬁo
an offence under UAPA?

UAPA's definition of “unlawful activities” is wide
and includes any speech that questions India’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity or causes disaffec-
tion against India. But it can beargued that UAPA ought
to be interpreted on its object and purpose, which is to

combat terrorism and terror organisations. It isn’t inten-
ded to be applied to penalise speech. Indeed, applying
G»%?Emoﬂmﬁmmwma&ﬂbﬁamm%ﬁamﬁ?a.

Disaffection no ground | The anti-terror law ought to be
interpreted in consonance with right to freedom of
speechand expression under Article19(1)a).
This right may only be restricted for
grounds specified under Article 1%(2) -
notably, disaffection against India
isn’t ground for restricting free spe-
ech under the Constitution.
Law on sedition under IPC section
124A, worded similarly, was interpreted by
SC in Kedar Nath vs State of Bihar to
mean that only speech that tends
to incite violence would fall
within itsambit.
Recently. SC even stayed
: operation of section 124A
@ after noticing its rampant
: misuse by law enforce-
ment to curb dissent.
™, UAPA deserves to be
¢ similarly read down.
The appropriate way
to deal with Roy’s ideas is
tocritique them openly, rather
than using the strongarm of law.
The writer is advocate, Supreme Court




