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Kautilya Centre for Law and Economics (KCLE) is established under the aegis of the National Law University, 

Tripura (NLUT). This Centre is brought into existence with the primary objective of fostering research in the 

interconnected realms of Economics and Law, with a specific focus on comprehending the symbiotic 
relationship that exists between the state of the Economy and the consequent impact it exerts on the legal 

framework governing economic activities within the nation. The Centre is dedicated to offering innovative 

solutions to the contemporary challenges encountered in the realms of  Economics and Law  , thereby aiming 

to contribute significantly to the enhancement of these fields.

National Law University, Tripura, is established by Act No. 3 of 2022 of the State of Tripura. It is the 25th 
National Law University of the Country and is located in the smart and green capital city of Agartala. The 
foundation of the University was laid by Her Excellency Smt. Draupadi Murmu, Hon�ble President of India. The 
Chief Justice of the High Court of Tripura is the Chancellor of the University. The University offers a five-year 
integrated B.A.LL.B.(Hons.) degree programme at under undergraduate level, Master of Laws (LL.M.) and Ph.D 
at the post-graduate level. The University is committed to making rapid progress in establishing itself as a 
torch bearer of legal education in the north eastern region of India. Our dedicated team of faculty members 
holding doctoral degrees from reputed universities across India under the guidance and supervision of its 
founding Vice-Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.) Yogesh Pratap Singh reaffirms this vision of the university.

The rich tapestry of ancient Indian jurisprudence, particularly the Vedic traditions, offers profound insights into 

law, ethics, and governance that remain relevant today. Despite the influence of Western legal systems on 

contemporary Indian law, the ancient legal traditions of India continue to provide a deep reservoir of 

knowledge that can contribute to modern jurisprudence. Recognising this, the National Law University, Tripura 

has established a �Centre for Study and Research in Vedic Jurisprudence� (CSRVJ) to explore, research, and 

revive these ancient legal traditions in the context of modern legal education.

( HYBRID MODE )
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The Arthashastra of Kautilya (Chanakya) stands as one of the most profound treatises on statecraft, governance, 
law, and economics everproduced in the ancient world. Written over two millennia ago, it is not merely a political 
manual but a comprehensive guide to justice, administration, diplomacy, and ethical governance. Kautilya envisioned 
a legal order where dharma (righteousness), artha (prosperity), and nyaya (justice) were harmoniously balanced 
to ensure societal stability and good governance.

In today�s India guided by a modern constitutional democracy, the principles laid down in the Arthashastra 
continue to hold remarkable relevance. Its insights into administration of justice, rule of law, accountability of 
rulers, protection of citizens, and state responsibility resonate deeply with contemporary legal frameworks. The 
text also offers valuable perspectives on corruption control, taxation, economic regulation, espionage, and ethics 
in governance all of which remain crucial to modern policy and law. Against this backdrop, National Law University, 
Tripura proposes to  a National Conference on �Kautilya�s Arthashastra: Ancient Wisdom and Contemporary Legal 
Thought� to explore the intersections between ancient Indian jurisprudential wisdom and the contemporary legal 
order.

The conference advances the University Grants Commission�s vision of promoting Indian Knowledge Systems by 
fostering interdisciplinary dialogue among law, economics, and political sciencewhile also enriching legal pedagogy 
and research. By situating ancient principles of dharma, artha, and nyaya within present-day constitutional 
and regulatory frameworks, the conference not only deepens scholarly understanding but also contributes 
meaningfully to debates on governance reform, legal philosophy, and public policy in contemporary India.

The Tripura Law and Training Institute is an autonomous body established by the State Law Department to provide 
specialised legal and administrative training for government professionals, including judicial and administrative 
magistrates, police officials, and civil servants. It is designed as a hub for modern judicial education, and it offers 
practical instruction through courtroom exercises and tutorials to help officials manage day-to-day legal challenges 
within their departments. The institute is governed by a body headed by the state's Law Secretary.
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Theme 1: Kautilya�s Arthashastra � A Foundational Text in 
Governance and Law
� Structure, authorship, and interpretive evolution of the 

Arthashastra.
� Principles of governance, justice, and ethics in the 

Mauryan polity.
� The King as the fountain of justice: duties, accountability, 

and moral responsibility.
Theme 2: Arthashastra and the Concept of Rule of Law
Administration of justice and the role of judges in Kautilya�s 
framework.
� Legal procedure, evidence, and punishment in ancient 

India.
� Comparative study: Kautilyan jurisprudence and the Indian 

Constitution.
Theme 3: Statecraft, Economy, and Legal Regulation
� Economic governance, taxation, and public finance in the 

Arthashastra.

� Anti-corruption mechanisms and administrative ethics.
� Corporate accountability and regulation of trade and 

commerce in ancient India.
Theme 4: Security, Espionage, and Public Order: The Legal 
Dimension
� Internal security and law enforcement systems.
� Espionage, surveillance, and state intelligence: ancient 

and modern perspectives.
� Rights, duties, and safety of citizens under Kautilya�s 

model.
Theme 5: Kautilyan Thought and Modern Indian Legal 
Philosophy
� The philosophical foundations of dharma, nyaya, and 

artha in modern jurisprudence.
� Ethical leadership and constitutional morality: lessons 

from Arthashastra.
� Relevance of Kautilyan statecraft for contemporary gover 

-nance and policy reforms.

� To revisit the Arthashastra as a foundational text in ancient Indian political and legal thought.

� To examine the relevance of Kautilya�s ideas in shaping modern Indian legal and administrative systems.

� To foster interdisciplinary dialogue among legal scholars, historians, economists, and policymakers.

� To encourage research and pedagogy on ancient Indian jurisprudence within legal education.
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