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News Relating to Arrest (Criminal Law Section)
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pura manin

custody for
raping minor
stepdaughter

: A 45year-old

: day labourer was reman-
: ded to police custody for
i three days in Tripura’s
! Khowaidistrictforalleged-

: ly raping his 13-year-old

i stepdaughter over the past
: threemonths.

According toSDPO Pus-

: han Kanti Majumder; the
! accused has confessed to
: the crime. The survivor's
i causeof injuries,the SDPO
i said, can only be ascertai-
¢ ned after medical tests and
: forensicinvestigation.

“Allegedly, the teen was

abused several times but
¢ eouldn’t divulge her ordeal

i toanybody. Recently, police

i learned the matter

¢ her school and immediate-

dpeeen

ly the accused was arres-
ted,” Majumder stated. i
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_Rﬂw A,as-mmld ‘Wwom-

Pottam faced 12 warrants

on basis of cases registered

' against her, Bijapur 8P Jiten-

dra Yadav said. “She has been
actively working as an urban

link for Maoists and was liv-

ing in Ralpur under a w

name. She was in-

volved inviolentincidentsby suppor
Mnois:s ‘attempted murder, reg
S0n, instigating public

nOn 0
Llheﬂlesmndammdthenr
rest, calling Pottam an “activ-
ist”, and describing heras a
“tharn in eyes of police Sor

to PUCL ‘members. Activist
‘and human rights defender

aresidentof

Sungeta Pottam,

to ha‘Fs m mrkmg for
Mmlvasd Bnehao_mmiaa

age in Blspur |
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Porsche teen’s mom arrested,”

Times News NETWORK

ik

if she indeed gave her blood

slapped with forgery charges

Pune: The mother of a 17-
year-old boy involved in the
May 19 Porsche Tayecan crash
in Pune was arrested late Sat-
urday afternoon for allegedly
giving her blood sample in
placeof her gon’s for the alco-
hol test to determine if he
 was driving under the influ-
i encewhen the luxury electric
i car fatally hit two software
i engineers on 2 bike at
i 160kmph.
: Pune police crime branch
' initially detained the 49-year-
old woman around 6.30am at
her Wadgaonsheri bungalow.
“We have recorded her state-
ment. She said doctors at the
hospital had asked her to give
herblood instead of her son’s.
She pretended not to know
why the doctors told her
that,” Pune police commis-
sioner Amitesh Kumar said,
following her arrest later in
theday.
W\ The boy and his friends

The car was allegedly r&cingax
160kmph at time of the accident

had visited two pubs that
night before the accident
around 2.30am, according to
police. The mother was ar-
rested on charges of forgery
and destruction of evidence
after DNA analysis revealed
the blood sample did not be-
long to her son. A Maharash-
tra govt-appointed commit-
tee reported that a woman
and two elderly people pro-
vided blood samples instead
of the boy's after the acci-
dent. “We will take her blood
samples afresh for DNA fin-
gerprinting tests to confirm

for the test,” a senior erime
branch officer said.

Police were unable tocon- .

tact the boy’s mother for four
days. “The woman had gone
to Mumbai. She returned to
Pune late Friday night. Our
team went to the bungalow af-
ter we came to know about
her return,” a senior crime
branch officer said.

Upon detention, an officer
handed her anotice to be pre-
sent at the observation home
to record her son’s statement
in her presence. ACP (crime)
Shailesh Balkawade said:
“Our team recorded theboy’s
statement in the presence of
hismother.”

The boy's 50-year-old fa-
ther, a prominent builder,
was arrested on May 21 foral-
lowing his underage son to
drive the Porsche despite
knowing the teenager lacked
adriving licence.

»Much evidence, P 7 /‘
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|ndian_ Coast Guard detains Iran boat, rescues Indian crévi |

New Delhi: An Iranian fish-
ing vessel has been detained
by Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) off the coast of Kerala
after its six-member Indian
crew complained of exploita-

tion by the boat’s owner.

~ After the ICG intercepted
the fishing vessel west of Bey-
pore in a swift sea-air oper-
ation late on Sunday night. a
team boarded the boat fo

check for “any anti-national

activity”, officials said on
Monday. “The crew alleged
their Iranian sponsor had ill-
treated them, and confiscated
their passports. They said

they had decided to escape
from Iran to India using the
game boat. The vessel was
safely brought to Kochi for
further investigation on Mon-
day,” headded. ™
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/ 25 arrested, 450+
booked after mob
attacks Christians

in Pak's Punjab

Lahore: Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on Sunday ho-
oked over 450 people and arres-
ted 25 of them under terrorism
anﬁothermargaafarat_taeking
members of ity Christi-
an community and police pers-
onnelon the issueof alleged de-
sacrannnafareligimmbmk,
Anmrmmbhd’bymdi-
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Vg heldin child
trafficking racket
bust, 11 rescued

Hyderabad: Investigation into
the sale of an infant in Hydera-
bad recently blew the lid off an !
inter-state child trafficking |
racket, leading to arrest of
eight persons on Tuesday and
rescue of 11 children, aged be- :
tween 23 days and three years, }
from different parts of Telan- :
ganaand Andhra Pradesh.
The operation was conduct-
ed by Rachakonda police after
ﬂlreepersons,whowerepmof :
the racket, were arrested earli-
erthis month. :
A hunt isstillon for the‘sup-
pliers’, the policestated. mn
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Vﬂ'ummm
vandalism: Main
accused held

I'najejntopetatiﬁn, Spe- !
cial Operation Group i
and Bhakti Nagar police :
‘on Saturday arrested the :
main accused in the van- |
dalism at the Ramakrish- |
na Mission property at :
Salaguraon theoutskirts
of Siliguri. Pradip Roy i
- was produced ina Jalpai-
guricourton Sunday and 'f!
sent to pa]me custeéyﬁor !

l:he@se P4 ;?-
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- Cuffs on main acc

Roshan Gupta | rnn

Siliguri: In a joint operation, -

the Special Operation Group

(306) and Bhakti Nagar police

arrested Pradip Roy on Satur-
day evening — the prime acey-
sed in the vandalism at the Ra-
makrishna Mission property at
Salagura on the outskirts of Si-
liguri.

/" Roy was produced before the
S

Pradip Roy was produced in
Jalpaiguri court on Sy nday
and sent to police custody
for three days

Jalpaiguri court on Sunday and
sent to police custody for three
days. This is the 10th arrest in
connection to this case,

The Ramakrishna Mission
property, located in ward 8 un-

der the Siliguri Municipal Cor-
poration was allegedly vandali-
sed by helmet-wearing, armed
miscreants in the early hours of
May 19,

Police had filed two FIRs
one registered by the mission

Aauthority and the other by the

prime accused. However, four
days after the incident, police
escorted the seerétary of RKM,
Siliguri, Swami Shivaprema-

sed in Hills RKM property va

nanda to the property and the
property related papers were
handed over to the mission aut-
horities on May 23.

According to the cops, Roy
Was trying to escape but he was
arrested from Siliguri junction
on Saturday evening,

“Initially; five suspects were
arrested by Bhakti Nagar poli-
ce, followed by the apprehen-
sion of three more ind ividuals,

Subsequently, Alok Das alias
Chottu, the alleged mastermind
was arrested from the Khola.
chand Fafri area on Friday. Fol-
lowing his arrest we received a

ndalism

4z
y
3
i
i
-
:
‘'

tip-off and arrested Roy on Sa. :
turday evening, We have arres- :
ted 10 persons in connection to :
this case, including Roy who is ;
the kingpin,” said an official :
with the Siliguri Metropolitan

police,

&

T
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Rebecca.Samervel@timesgroup.com

! Mumbai: A day after convicting
i them for the murder of 28-year-
i old BBlunt Salon executive Kirti
i Vyasin2018despite herbodynev
i er being found, a sessions court
on Tuesday sentenced her col-
i leagues Siddhesh Tamhankar
: (33)and Khushi Sahjwani (48) to
i life imprisonment by relymg
! strongly on corroborated eir-
cumstantial evidence.
: They were also sentenced to
i seven years' rigorous imprison-
 ment for destruction of evidence
k by dumping Vyas’s body in Ma-

X

hul creek. In a 114-page detailed
judgment, additional sessions
judge M G Deshpande said
“the unbroken chain of
links of circumstances”
proved the crime beyond
reasonable doubt.

The court said all the
evidence — the deposi-
tion of 39 witnesses; call
data records; CCTV footage from
March 16, 2018, (the day Vyas went
missing)that wasrecovered from
various spots; and the conduct of
the accused — conclusively es-
tablished that Vyas wasstrangled
todeath by theduoinside 8ahjwa-

Pé

2 get \ife term for Mum salon exec’s murder

ni'sear “..Thep of blood-
stain (m ‘the car) and the DNA
analysis repesrtennfirmthamir
ti was not alive but had been
killed,” observed the court.
The judge said the prose-
cution cannot be forced to
prove what had happened
inside the car when Vyas got
into it and after her phone

‘wasswitched off at9.30amat Jija-

mataNagarin Worlithatday, add-
ing that her being with them
leads to “the only and only infer-
ence that she was*murdered by
both of them”.

Bhoiwada-based Tamhankar

an accounts executive, with who
worked for the salon BBlunt Sa-
lon in Andheri, feared losing his
job after being put on notice by
Vyas, a finance manager, over his
poor performance, at work, and
about his relationship with a
married Sahjwani being ex-
posed. “...the way Siddhesh and
Khushi were living their lives
clearly indicates anxiety about
separation, which motivated
bothof themto causeKthl Imys-
terious disappearance,” the
judge said. Sahjwani, a Santa-
eruz resident, worked at the sa-
lon'sacademy. S
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Porsche crash:
Teen driver’s
dad, 2 others
detained

GiteshShelke &
Mohammed Akhef

Pune: A prominent builder
and father of the 17-year-old
boy involved in Sunday’sfatal
Porsche Taycan crash was de-

. tained on Tuesday along with
his driver and an associate in |
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
240km from Pune.

The builder faces charges
for allowing his underage s |
on., who lacks a valid driving
licence and proper training
and consumes alcohol, to |
drivethecar. !

Police also arrested Na-
man Bhutada, 25, and Sachin |
Kaatkar, 85, the owner and |
staffer of a pub in Mundhwa
locality of Pune, and Sandip
Sangle, 35. an assistant mana-
ger at another pub, also in
Mundhwa. The men are char-
ged with serving liquor to mi-
nors without verifying their
age. They were remanded in
custody till May 24.

Pune cops are transpor-
ting the builder and the two
others to the city, and he is
ted and presented in court on
Wednesday.

Pune police commissioner
A Kumar said: “We will ques-
tion the other two people and
will take a call on whether to
make them co-accused.”

Aneesh Awadhia and Ash-
wini Koshta, both 24 years old
and from Jabalpur in ME, we-
rekilled in theaccident neara
pub in an upscale Pune neigh-
bourhood when the Porsche
electric luxury sedan struck
their bike from behind at
160kmph around 2.30am,
dragging Koshta for 50ft. ac-
cording to police.

b “Tried to outsmart us’, P 14/



Cops: Teen’s dad tried
to outsmart us after
fleeing from the city

pContinued i'mm P1

e underage driver was
I detained and Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB) re-
leased him later with certain
conditions such as writing a
300-word essay and assisting
RTO officers for 15 days. Poli-
cehavefiled areview applica-
tion against the Juvenile Jus-
tice Board's bail order, while
seeking to try the teenager as
anadult.

The matter will continue
on Wednesday.

A case was also registered
against the two pubs — the te-
enagerandhisfriendsvisited
— for serving liquor to mi-
nors. “On Tuesday &vening.
we also detained a
and a staffer of Blak Marriott
for questioning and will take
a call on their arrest soon,”
DCP (crime) Amol Zende sa-
id. The police are searching
for two more suspects. “The
builder attempted to out-
smart us after fleeing from
the city. He sent one of his ve-
hicles towards Mumbai and
another to Goa. He borrowed
a vehicle from an associate
butthis vehicle had an inbuilt
GPS device. Examining
CCTV footage from the buil-
der’s bungalow, we found that

Police found the
ana_ts‘n‘ﬁatelila
hotel and their
questioning led
them to a lodge near
Ilatrnpntl

rnﬂmystaﬂon
where the builder
was hiding

he had left in a car towards
Ahmednagar road. Based on
the wvehicle’s registration
number, we secured the GPS
coordinates and tracked the
vehicle to Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar,” police chief Ku-
mar said.

Police found the builder’s
driver and an associateyin a
hotel and their questjajng
led them to a lodge near
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
railway station where the bu
ilder was allegedly hiding
“The builder had switche
off his cell phone since Mon
day morning. Our teams ms
naged to reach the star hote
and the driver gave us the
whereabouts of his employ-
er,” ACP(crime)Shailesh Bal-
kawade said.

Page 18 of 373
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Youth arrested for
date-rape in Kasha

Sarthak.G@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A youth wasarres.
tedon Saturdayforallegedly
raping a woman whom he
had asked to accompany
him to a friend’s birthday
party.

Instead of going to a par-
ty. heand his friend took her
somewhere else, spiked her
drink and allegedly raped
her.

The two had been dating
for the past three months af-
ter meeting online.

Afterthe woman lodgeda
complaint at the Kasba poli-
ce station, the youth, Fazal

............................................

Hossein, was arrested from
his Beniapukur home.

He was on Sunday re-
manded in police custody
till May 17. Cops are looking
for hisfriend,

Opposing Hossein’s bail,

ARRESTED FROM
BENIAPUKUR

govt counsel Subhashis
Bhattacharya said in court
that the woman had first ca-
me across the accused on so-
cialmedia on Jan 25,

They became friendsand
started dating and going out
together.

It wasalleged that Hosse.
in, after a few dates, asked
the woman to meet him as he
said would take her to a fri-
end’s birthday party at Ta-
gore Park in Kasba.

“The woman has compla-
ined that she was not taken
toany birthday party, but so-
mewhere else,” said a police
officer. Headded, “Accompa-
nied by his friend, Hossein
gave her a spiked drink and
after she fell unconscious,
the two allegedly took turns
to rape her. We are looking
for the otheracensed, Hosse-
inisinpolice custodyand we
are questioning him.”

-
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 Arrest last option: HC'

1

relief in cow killing case

: _Pra_yag_rai: “Irrational and
indiseriminate arrest” is a
8ross violation of human
rights, Allahabad High Court
h_as said while granting anti-
Cipatory bail recently to g
man charged with @ cow
slaughter in an FIR in Var-
anasi. Justice Siddharth eri.
ticised the practice of arbit-
rary arrests, underscoring
the importanee of protecti
personal liberty and the need

for restraint in the use of ar-

rest powers by police, reports
esh Kumar Pandey.

/s

,_Mohammad Tahish Ra-
2a’s counsel argued that this
was his ﬂ_rs‘t offence and that
the charges were false, ex-
Pressing concern that his elj.
ent could be arrested at any
moment. The state counsel
contended that given the ge.
riousness of the allegations,
gnncipatqry bail should not

. ranted. He argued that
'sfearof arrest was unfo-

dedear ed on any |
substantive evider, N

ce,
P Arrests unnecessary’, poy

o

»Continued from P 1

dedthat personal liberty

is a fundamental
right that should only be
restricted when absolutely
necessary. The court’sdeci-
sion referenced the case
of Joginder Kumar vs State
of UP

The Supreme Court in
this case referred to the
third report of the Natio-
nal Police Commission,
which revealed that a
significant portion of ar-
rests in India were unne-
cessary or unjustified,

“!f ustice Siddharth conelu-

contributing to corruption

‘Most arrests in
India unnecessary’

within police. i

The report indicated :
that such arrests accoun- :
ted for 0% of unnecessary :
detentionsand43.2% of jail :
expenditures. ¥

“There is no definite :
period fixed for police to :
arrest an accused against
whom FIR has been lodged. :
The courts have repeatedly :
held that arrest should :
be the last option for !
police and it should be :
restricted to those excep- !
tional cases where arres- :
ting the accused is impera- !
tive or his custodial inter- !}
rogation is required,” Jus-
tice Siddharth said.
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“Considering the facts... dam-
ages,ageandaﬂmém(éf theae-
cused), lamnotineli toglve
excessivepunis'hmen,t,_”

' OnMaym.thswm'thadeb-
served that Patkar's statem.
entsc&ﬂiugsamﬂt\“m%.t_ﬁf’
and alleging his involvement
in hawala Sactions were
not only defamatory per se but
also crafted to incite negatjye
perceptions about hirm, o



22 of 373
The TimEs of Tnpm Page

MAY ?r} Lo 2y

03

" False rape case:
‘Woman gets jailed -
~ for1,653 days

lice as wel] as the court she
@timesgroup.com had been kidnapped anq
; raped by Ajay in Delhj.
Bareilly; Additional distriet Divulging details about
court in Bareilly booked a the case, additional distrjct
Woman under section 195 (giv- government counsel Suneel
ing false or fabricated evi. . Pandey told TOI, “Ajay was
dence with intention to Pro- - booked under sections of
cure conviction) of IPC for Wwrongful confinement, rape
changing her statement ang and Pocso court on the com-
turning hostile in a confine- plaint of the girl’s mother
mentand rape eage, ADJGya- The girl had initially told the
nendra Tripathi sentenced  court she had been sedated,
her to 1,653 days in jai] along confined and raped by Ajay.
with Rs 5.9 lakh cash fine on After four years, she changad
Satumayevening. her statement nd told the
The eourt said, “Due to court that Ajay was innocent,
SWrVivor/  aceused’s false The sessions court booked
Statement, an innﬂcent'man her under section 195 of [pC,
spent 1,653 days (4 Years, 6 The court haq also said the
months and g days) in jail, victim had changed the state.
The Bovernment and judici- ment in favour of theaccuseq
ary ensure strict action in formoney."

women-related complaints Pandey further said, “On
but that doesn’t mean that Ebbruary:&,shetﬂld-the court
women, who intend tg take  she haq given the statement
undue advantage of the law, as she was pressured by her
be given to impact the mother, who didn’t like Ajay
rightsof the men,» due to his Proximity to her ej.
In 2019, Ajay Kumar aligs der sister Hep husband tolq
Raghav was allegedly booked thecourt he haq asked to com-
forkidnappingand raping his bromise in the case a5 he was
colleague's sistep The gir], fed up with the case trials anq

then 15 vears old, had told Po-  shechanged herstatement »
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Pune: A special courton Friday sent
parents of the 17-year-old Porsche
Taycan driverand their aide who fa-
cilitated contact with doctors at
Pune’s Sassoon General Hospital to
manipulate the teenager’s blood al-
cohol report, in judicial custody for
14 days. The trio was sent to Yerawa-
da Central Jail, reports Asseem
Shaikh.

Crime branch had arrested the
teen’s father, a city-based builder, and
mother, whose blood sample was
swapped with that of her son. Ash-
fagque Makandar who liaisoned, on
the builder’s behalf, with Dr Ajay Ta-
ware, the hospital’s suspended head
of forensic sciences department,

Lthraugh Atul Ghatkamble, a suspend-
=

edmortuary staffer, wasarrested. Ma-
kandar handed over Rs 3 lakh cash to
Ghatkamble, police said.

According to police, Dr Shrihari
Harnol, the hospital’s suspended ca-
sualty medical officer, switched the
blood samples at Taware’s instruc-
tion. Police arrested Taware, Harnol
and Ghatkamble and recovered Rs
9 5 lakh from Harnol and Rs 50,000
from Ghatkamble. Earlier, ACP
(crime) Satish Govekar produced the
parents and Makandar before special
court following theend of their police
remand. Govekar filed a report rec-
ommending judicial custody for the
parents and a three-day extension of
Makandar's police remand. Addition-
al public prosecutor Anil Kumbhar

|t vaansnassammmsamasin

" porsche crash: Teens parents, aide

sent to M-day judicial custody

said Makandar's questioning was es
sential to identify the place where the
conspiracy was hatched, and sought
timeforpoliceto identify thosepart of
it. The prosecutor said that after the
accident, Makandar was present at
Yerawada police station, the juve-
nilejusticeboard office, andSassoon
hospital. Prashant Kulkarni, the
lawyer representing Makandar, told
the court that his client’s question-
ing was not necessary because he
had been in police custody for 10
days. Lawyers Prashant Patil and
Abid Mulani appeared on behalf of
the teen’s parents.

After hearing both sides, special

judgeUM Mudhalkar sentthetrioto

judicial custody.

X4
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Cops rescue trader’s son 4
days afte

Taken From
New Mkt,
Found In

Bypass Hotel

Dwalpayan.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Police on Monday
rescued the son of a Tiljala
businessman who had alle-
gedly been abducted from
the New Market area on Fri-
day. He was rescued from a
hotel in Mukundapur off
Bypass.

The abductors had alle-
gedly demanded Rs 12 lakh

..........................................

from the victim’s father as
ransom over the telephone.
A total of eight persons have
been arrested in the case. At
least one suspect is still at
large. Investigators have re-
portedly confiscated the ve-
hicle used for the abduction.

§leuths from Tiljala poli-

8 ARRESTED

ce station and anti-rowdy
squad (ARS) of the detective
department joined hands to
rescuethevictim, relying on
both local sources and tech-
nicalleads. The incident has
led cops to review the man-
ner in which the crime was
committed. The opposition
political parties have raised
questions aboutthe city'ssa-

r abduc

foty Additional CP (I) Mur-
lidhar Sharma, said the fa-
mily members of the victim
_ identified as Mohammad
Irfan - contacted police
when he didn’t return home
at night.

The abductors had alle-
gedly threatened to kill Irfan
if the ransom wasn't paid.
Irfan’s father had lodged a
complaint with the police.
Cops tracked the ransom
call's network location to re-
ach the vietim.

“The kidnappers had
made several ransom calls
from various locations in
Kasba and Narendrapur
areas before finally being
traced at a hotel in Mukun-
dapur.” cops said. One Gau-

tion

rik Mukhopadhyay alias Da-
vid and one Vivek Agarwal :
were the first to be arrested.

Later, six others — identifi- -

ed as Ashutosh Roy. Suraj :
Kumar Singh, RohitRoy, Md
Alguama, Aman Kumar |
Gupta and Kundan Srivas-
tav— werearrested.
“Prima facie, we have fo-
und that the victim used to
run a call centre in Narend-
rapur, whose operations
stopped after police raided
it. David had given a loan of
Rs 16 lakh to the victim, but
he was not repaying it clai-
ming that he had no money
as the call centre was shut.
Hence, David hatched the
conspiracy,” cops said, ad-
ding probe is underway.
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Damani out
of jail after
3 months

Poulami.Roy@timesgroup.com L

Kolkata: Krishna Damani, So- |
uth Point ﬁustee,mwa]kﬂﬁ out
ofpman a

after he got bail from E&’:g |
Metropolitan Magistrate. Da-
mani, who spent three months
injall.vdllhmﬁoappearmm
urt on Monday.

The bail has bmgt\anteﬁ'
on five conditions — including
restriction on entering the So-
uth Point School or interfering
with any work related to the
schmlortheschwl society in

(m SCHOOLCASE

' the school account. Kolkata Po
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7 Sharjeel gets sedition case baj]*

ot o nsel for Sharjeel Imam submitteq
that he had u

A\

Times News Network

New Delhi: Delhi High ¢g-
urt on Wednesday granted
Statutory bail to JNU scho-
lar Sharjeel Imam i

volying alla.
gationsof se-
dition ang
unlawful ge-
: tivities, He
will emain in jail as he has
not been granted relief in
the larger conspiracy case
related to theriots,

In Feb this year, a trial
courthad denied Imam bail
in the sedition and UAPA
Case against him for alle-
gedly making inflammato-
Ty speeches ip Aligarh
Muslim University and Ja-

The
that

and-sevmmonﬂls-of

four years

incarceration out of

ﬂn‘menmnofmrhnummﬁsomnent

8one half of the maximum
sentence of seyen years
that could be awarded to

him, if convieteq. A divi-

sion bench of Justices Sy-
resh Kumar Kait and Manoj
Jain allowed the appeal af-

The prosecution appo-
sed the plea on the ground
that Imam had not undergo-
ne half the sentence. Accor-
ding to the Prosecution, the
delayed period of pre-trial
detention was solely attri-
butable to Imam, on whose
instancetheuia.lwg"sstayad
in 2022 The counsel for
Imam submitteq before the
bench that he had already

undergone four Years and
Seven months of incarcera-
tion out of the Seven years
of maximum imprison-
ment. Earlier thig year, the
trial court haq said that
“although Imam didnotask
anybody to bick up wea.
bons and ki]] people, his
speeches had mobiliseq the
public, which disrupted the
city” and might have been
the main reason for the out-
break of the riots.
“Through inflammato-
Ty speeches, the applicant
skilfully manipulateq the
real facts and incited the
public in order to create ha-
voc,” additional se-ssions
judge Sameer
said in the order. .

Bajpai haqd
—Z

rg
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7 Shocking’: SC slams Cal HC for
denymg ball to South Point trustee

@tjmesgmup com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday called Calcutta
High Court’s denial of bail to
South Point Education Socie-
ty trustee Krishna Damani a
“shocking state of affairs”.
“It is a magistrate-triable
case. How can a person be
kept in custody? See the coun-
ter filed by the state. Should
the aceused continue to
remain in custody for 10
years?” a vacation bench of
Justices A'S Oka anc Satish ©

Sharmaasked.

“It is very surprising that
people are not granted bail
even in such a case, more so
when the charge sheet has al-
ready been filed... as if these

» Denied bail on May 3,P 2
are some crimes against the
nation,” the bench said.
“Such a situation has arisen
only because two powerful
private parties are fighting.
(It is @) very sorry state of af-
fairs,” the bench said, refer-
ringtothe Birla- Dcldhatnss,‘;e.
The berch ordered cops to

produce SPES frustee Dama-
ni before the trial court with-

in a week after imposing ap-

propriate conditions. “Thisis

shocking that such matters

are now coming to the SC,” it
said. The Bengal government
counsel pleaded that the SC
could expedite the trial in-
stead of granting bail but the
bench insisted that not grant-
ing bail in such a case was
“unheard of”.

Senior lawyers A M
Singhvi, Mukul Rohatgi and
‘Mahesh Jethmalani appe-
ared for Damani.



"HC denied Damani

bail on May 3

Continued fromP1

A Calcutta HC bench
\uf justices Sabyasa-
chi Bhattacharyya
and Sugato Majumdar on
May 3 had denied bail to
Damani saying there was
“danger of the accused ab-
sconding if released on ba-
il” and referred to “the me-
ans, posi-

the accused vis-a-vis the
prospective witnesses in
the case as well as the 1ik-
elihood of the offence be-
ing repeated and evidence
being tampered with”.

The M P Birla Group,
headed by Harsh Vardhan
Lodha, had issued a state-
ment that Damani was ar-
rested “in connection with
a criminal complaint re-
gistered for defalcation of

Vo

funds, falsification of do

cuments and misuse of of
fice for personal gains”.
“These grave offences
appear to have been com-
mitted in collusion with
others and have been une-
arthed by a threadbare in-
vestigation by the MP Bir-
laGroup,” itadded.
A statement issued by
SPES, whose

“ﬂ!{mﬂmm
. standing of couneil  is

hastm-medmaanegm;mns
‘against Damani “frivolous
and false”. “Thecomplaint
is motivated with intent to
defame and harass the
trustees of our school and
to generally dmnm'alise

t, senior
staff, teaehm as well as
ourstuﬂmm *jtadded.
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Z Porsche teen’s

- bail nixed, in
custody till Jun 5

Asseem Shaikh & |
Vishwas Kothari | Ty l

i Pune: Juvenile Justice Board
: on Wednesday cancelled the
: bailof the17-year-oldsonof a
i builder invelved in Sunday’s |
¢ Porsche Taycan crash while
¢ allowing police’s application
i for reviewing the board’s ear-
i lier order on Sunday to set
i himfree.

Police had sought cancel-
i lation of bail arguing he sho-
i uld be tried as an adult for
! drink driving and smashing
i his car into a two-wheeler at
: 160kmph, leading to the death
i of twotechies. JUBsenttheju-
i veniletoanobservation home
: till Junes.

P e R L R R
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J@ rest by ED ina
 ingcase related to alleged il -1
 Jegal acquisition of 8:8acres

\ inRanchi reportsDhanan-
. jay Mahapatra. A vacation
: ‘bench of justices Dipankar
. Datta and SC Sharma crl
| tiqued Soren for suppress
 court had taken cognizance
 of the charges against him
. and his bail plea had been
 dismissed, Soren’s lawyer
 Kapil Sibal was allowed to

wthdraw the plea. .// . ..
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“No bail for boy who made

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Making an ex-
ception to the norm that
children in conflict with law
should be granted bail irre-
spective of seriousness of
the crime, Sup-reme Court
denied bail to a Uttarakhand
school student accused of
circulating obscene videos
of his classmate, a 14-year-
old girl, which allegedly dro-

vehertosuicide,

On Jan 10 this year, Juve-
nile Justice Board (JJB), Ha-
ridwar, had rejected the bail
plea of the ‘child in conflict
with law’, who had been boo-
ked under Sections 305 and

509 of IPC and Sections 13

and 14 of Pocso Act.

After JIB's decision was

upheld by Uttarakhand HC,

the boy through his mother
moved SC seeking bail. Se-
nior advocate Lok Pal Singh
argued that his parents were
ready to take care of him. He

obseene videos of girl, 14

mﬁm-m ‘home and that his
custody be given to his mot-
‘her. But theapex court bench
of Justices Bela M Trivedi
and I’ankaa Mithal-on Mon-
LC j_ut‘,lge

wearenot_ : inadtomrf&

re with the impugned order
passed by the high court at
this stage.” The girl had gone
missing from her residence
on Oct22 last yearand herbo-

dy was later recovered. Her
father lodged a police comp-
laint alleging that the boy
had shot obscene videos of
her and circulated the clips
among students. Fearing ig-

nominy, she took her ogm li-
fe, thtefa.thersaﬁw

» ‘Bad company’, P

=5



keeps bad company’

» Continued from P 1

ustice Ravindra Maithani
of Uttarakhand High Co-
urt on April 1 had given a
soned order declining bail

to thejuvenile.

He said, “For a child in
conflict with law (CIL), every
offence is bailable and such
CIL is entitled to bail irre-
spective of the offence being
classified as bailable or non-
bailable.”

However, he added, “Bail
may be denied if there arere-
asonable grounds for belie-
ving that his release is likely
to bring the ‘child in conflict
with law’ into the association
of any known criminal, expo-
se him to moral, physical, or
psychological danger, or if
his release would defeat the

endsof justice.”

Perusing the social inves-
tigation report about the ju-
venile in the case in hand, :
High Courtsaid heis anundi- i
sciplined child keeping bad
company and that he requi- :

red strict disciplining.

" The reportalsostated that
onrelease, therecouldbefurt-
heruntoward incidents invol-

ving him.

“Having considered the :
social investigation report, :
the medical examination re-
port,ﬂ-nereportﬁ'omthescho- ;

ol, this court is of the view
that the best interest of the
child would be served if he is
notgranted bail. If he isrelea-
sed on bail, itwoulddefinitely
defeat the ends of justice,”
Justice Maithani had said
while rejecting hisbail.

Page 37 of 373
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ﬁc: Prima facie launder

case against Sisodia

Denies Bail,
Says Excise
Policy Process
Scuttled

Abhinav.Garg
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt dismissed Manish Siso-
dia’s bail pleas on Tuesday,
saying the prosecution ma-
de out a “prima facie case”
of money laundering aga-
inst the former deputy CM
in the excise policy case. It
can’t be ruled out that Siso-
dia, if released on bail, may
influence witnesses and
tamper with evidence as he
is “an influential person in
the power corridors of Del-
hi govt”, the courtadded.
Dismissing the AAP lea-
der’'s bail petition in cases
lodged by EDand CBL Justi-
ce Swarana Kanta Sharma
said, “The case at hand is a
grave misuse of power and
breachof publictrust by the
applicant who was serving
asdeputy CM of Delhiat the
relevant point.” The court
pointed out that the materi-
al collected during investi-

—eeee
"WIISUSE OF POWER, BREACH OF TRUST'

What Justice Swarana Sharma
said, dismissing bail plea:
» Case involves grave misuse
of power and breach of public
trust by Manish Sisodia who
was serving as deputy CM and
held 18 portfolios, says Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma
» ED material shows he
subverted process of
making excise policy
by fabricating public
feedback. Bid to
benefit select few for
advance kickbacks

gation showed that Sisodia
“subverted” process of ma-
king the policy by “fabrica-
ting” publicfeedback to suit
his “predetermined goal”.
HCsaid pre-drafted ema-
ils with specific suggestions
aligning with his own inter-
est were sent to the designa-
ted feedback email address
of the excise department
“under the guise of public
feedback or opinion by indi-
viduals who were instruc-
ted to do so by the applicant
Manish Sisodia himself”,
Justice Sharma termed
ita“deceptiveactthat wasa
calculatedmove tocreatean
illusion that the excise poli-
cy was formed after careful

» Failed to produce his two
mobile phones — possibility
of tampering with evidence on
ball can’t be ruled out. Might
also influence witnesses, many
of whom are public servants

» No delay by trial court, or
prosecution. Not fault of ED,
CBI & trial court that there
s voluminous record

_of investigation

' » Acceused insisting

physical
of thousands of
documents

consideration of feedback
received from the public-
_..but inreality, the feedback
was manufactured tojustify
the applicant’s decision to
formulate excise policy in
defiance of the expert com-
mitteereport”.

HC said the alleged cor-
ruption in this case “origi-
nated from Sisodia'sdesire”
tocreatealiberal policy that
wotuld benefit select indivi-
duals in return for a sub-
stantial amount as advance
kickbacks. Justice Sharma
read out a few portions of

P14

the verdict and noted that

Sisodia’s plea doesn’'t pass
the “triple test” for bail un-
der the PMLA.



M’Q\i 'L\"\J pE ]

Page 39 of 373

*SC cancels bail

given by Madras HC
to 8 PFl members
in UAPA case
AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Observing that
national security wasof para-
mount importance and reaso-

; nable restrictions could be

imposed on civil liberties of

. personsunder UAPA in thein-

. terestof the country’s sovere-
| ignty and integrity, SC on
' Wednesday cancelled the bail
i granted by Madras High Co-
i urt to eight PFT members and
i directed them to go back to

ail.
Abenchofllmrieesnelam
anka Mithatsa

id HC committed gross error
: innot considering the eviden-
i ce in its proper perspective

i and in recording a

: finding to the effect that.there
i wasnomaterial tosuggestthe

\ commission of any offence.
-

-

_P1
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> 9dayson,MLA *
~ Revanna gets bail
in kidnapping case

(S) MLA from Holenarasi-
i | pura HD Revanna, arrested
i nine days ago on charges of
i Kidnapping a woman in Man-
i dya district’s KR Nagar, was
. granted conditional bail on
. Monday by a special court for
i elected representatives in
: Bengaluru. He walked out of
i Bengaluru central prison on
i Tuesday. Revanna, son of for-
i mer PM HD Deve Gowda, is
i the first member of the for-
i mer PM’s family to be arres-
¢ tedina criminal case and lod-
i gedinprison.

A
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\
Revannagets f‘
interim bail in
harassment case

court in Bengaluru on

-Thursday granted in-
terim bailto JD(S)MLA and
former Karnataka minister

vanna at ﬁie Helenarsxpur
town police station in Has-
sandistricton April28. Praj-
wal reportedly left for Ger-
many on April 27 and is




MAY 1\, Loy

“Twé Tumés of TipA

Page 42 of 373

21-day

. Can Campaign
. For Remaining
- LS Poll Phases

+ New Delhi: In a big relief to
embattled Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal, the
Supreme Court on Friday
granted him interim bail in a
money laundering case at the
peakof theelection season but
barred him from visiting his
office ar the Delhi secretariat
and signing official files un-
less absolutely necessary for
obtaining the lieutenant gov-
ernor's approval.

Setting him free for 21 days
to campaign for the remaining
phases of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions after 50 days of custody
in the money laundering case
linked to the alleged Delhi ex-
cise scam, the court said he
shall surrender on June 2, a
day after the last phase of the
seven-phase poll gets over,

The fourth phaseof polling
will be held on May 13. A wave
of jubilation swept across the

bail for Kejriwal, but
‘Del CM cannot attend office

AT D)

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal addresses pa
from Tihar jail in New Delhi on Friday

N e

rty workers after beng released

INDIA bloc parties as thenews
spread like wildfire, with his
AAP terming it a “triumph of
truth". “Truth can be troubled
but not defeated, The decision
of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
is welcome. The dictatorship
will end. Satyamev jayate,”
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, also an accused in the
money laundering case, said
inapostinHindionX.
Kejriwal's release from

jail, however transient, is
expected to give a boost to
the AAPs I.ok Sabha
campaign in Delhi where poll-
ing is scheduled for May 25,
with its foremost leader hit-
ting the hustings,

While imposing a string of
bail conditions on Kejriwal,
the apex court direeted him to
furnish bail bonds of Rs 50,000
with one surety of the like
amount to the satisfaction of

.......................................................................................................................

thejail superintendent.

A bench of justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
rejected the vehement argu-
ment of the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) counsel that en-
larging Kejriwal on interim
bail to campaign in the elec-
tions will be without a prece-
dent. The court did not concur
with his contention that inter-
im bail to the AAP national
convener for campaigning
would be like giving “premi-
um of placing the politicians
in a beneficial position com-
pared to ordinary citizens of
this country”.

“While examining the
question of grant of interim
bail/release, the courtsalways
take into consideration the pe-
culiarities associated with the
person in questionand thesur-
rounding circumstances. In
fact, to ignore the same would
be iniguitous and wrong,” the
bench said, adding that the
Lok Sabha elections are the
“most significant and an im-
portant event this year”. em

P ‘Not a threat’,P5
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SC: Kejriwal not
convicted yet,
is not a threat

to society

o bench said no doubt,
serious accusations ha-
vebeen made, but Kejri-

:axeunderconsideraﬂma

more holistic and libertarian
view is justified, in the back-
ground that the 18th Lok Sab-
ing held,” the bench said.
Ruling that Kejriwal’s ca-
se is “not an exception”, the
pench said power to grant in-
terim bail is commonly exer.
cisedinanumberof casesand
ia:_ltnrim bail is granted kee-

PR e oL L
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