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Rohingya
trafficking

racket kingpin in
TriBura arrested
Bisrrendu Bhattachariee I rrur'r

{gartala: A North Ttipura
rourt on MondaY remanded
lhe aileged kingpin of a hu-
nan trafficking racket oPera-
ing in the state in Police cus-
ody for three days. SP (North)
|hanupada ChakrabortY sa-
l, "Based on the information
:om a Rohingya detainee, Po-
Lce arrested Surukh Ali, the
ingpin of a human traffick-
ng network including Bang-
ldeshi nationals and Rohing-
'a operating in North Tripura
nd Unakoti district. "

According to police, Ali's
;ang had rented accommoda-
:ions in various locations in
Unokoti to provide short-ti me
lodging for infiltrators who
had crossed the border from
Bangladesh. The human traf-
iickers in Tripura followed
:he same method to run their
rperations, he stated. The SP
;aid that police had arrested
l5 Rohingya in North Tripura
rn July 4 and 5, who were plan-
ring to board buses to Guwa-
rati and then take a train to
Jyderabad in search of jobs.

Cops learnt about the net-
rork while lnterrogating
ihem. CM Manik Saha held a
meeting with top BSF and poli
:e authorities in the presence
cf the chief secretary andissu-
ed directives for effective mea-
sures to stop all illegal activiti-
es along the India-Bangladesh
border Saha asked the authori-
ties on how despite the strong
rarbed wire fencing along the
ndia-Bangladesh border and
he deployment of a largenum-
,er of BSF jawans, infiltration
ontinues inthestate.

Page 2 of 373



Tvt( fyn{.} uP trr.r glg
TuLtl d) L*zr

i

t
I

I

I

I

I
I

i

I

i
I

l

l

i

i
l

l

I
I

I

I

)

I

I

l

i
I
I

i

t

l
I

1

I

i'
i

1

1

I

l

:

rr""':{

man in
custody for

raping minor

Agartala: A 45-Year-old
day labourer was reman-
ded to police custodY for
three days in TriPura's
Khowai district for alle ged-

Iy raping his 13-Year-old
stepdaughter over the Past
threemonths.

Accordingto SDPO Pus-
han Kanti Majumder, the
accused has confessed to
the crime. The survivor's
cause of injuries, the SDPO
said, can only be ascertai-
ned after medical tests and
forensic investigation.

"Allegedly the teen was
abused several times but
couldn't divulge her ordeal
to anybody RecentlY' Police
learned the matter from I

her school and immediate-
ly the accused was arres-
ted," Majumder stated. rr'rr'r
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l3-yr,old heldp

for sending
bomh threat to
DelhiairPort

New Delhi: A 13-Year-old
bov was apprehended for
sending a hoax bomb threat
email to IGI AirPort on Ju-

ne 1?. The boY was insPired
bv a similar incident invol-
ving another child afew da-

vs earlier, which he had se-

Ln on social media. He clai
med to have sent the email
purelyforfun.

Police said that on June
u. thev received a comPla-
int from DIAL (Security &
Visilance) regarding a

Uoirb threat email targe-
ting aflight scheduled from
Deihi to Dubai, leading to
the registration of a case'

According to deputy
commlssioner of Police,
the airPort was Placed on
hish alert and a full emer-
n"ir., *ut declared due to
ihe severitY of the threat'
"The guideiines ouilined in
the SOP were adhered to,
ensuring safetY of all Pas-
sengers at the airPort' Sub-

sequent investigations con-

firmed that the threat email
was a hoax," she stated'
Technical surveillance tra-
ced the origin of the email
to Pithoragarh, and the su-

spect was identified as a
Class IX student. The boY

used a Phone Provided bY

his Pa.et ts to tend the emali
iI and PrompttY deleted the

, address. rrux
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Pool death: 14-day iudicial
custody for kid's trainer

Kolkata: The trainer of Barrackpo-
re Nonachandanpukur Athletic
Club swimming pool training cent-
re, Kaushik Kinkar Ghosh, who was
on Saturday arrested over an alleged

pore's Battala and a class'IV student

ning while he, along with other stu-
dents, was taking lessons in the pool.

who had ioined the swimming
drowned on Tuesdayin 2023,

Athletic Club, however, said,
club authorities will also look

club
eve-

"The
after

The victim's mother had lodged a
complaint with Titagarh police sta-
ti0n against the trainer.

Uttam Das, the chairman of Bar-
rackpore Municipality and the pre-
.sident of the NonachandanPukur

I

the developmentof the infrastructu-
re of the swimmingpool to avoid anY
kind of untoward incldent
further. "- Sanjib Chakraborty
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arrest'Red
link'who

HC on'fake kills'

Yvant-
poliee tea]Ir, Gari-

on ma

under
liv-

a
irl"

garhsaid statement,

four to flve rhe SP
were 1&

'"arii";. ?rJ{r.

"Whil6 Pottam is elaimed
to have been wad<ing for
Moolvagi Bachao *rganisa-
tion, there have been arr€sts
rnade earller kom this same
outfit. Fottam was linked
,rdth ,h* M*b181 *tt?fiy tet-
wt:rb, *nd was ths\y ,xban
supwtx. Ylwte wer* cases
t*gzetsd, ln her n*me for
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Goast Guardlndian detains lran boat, rescues lndian Grew

New Delhi: An lranian fish- tionbytheboafsowner. check f9-r "agv antinational they had decided to escape

ins vesset has been aetriruo 
"'eri", iri" rcc in'iercepteo u.iiuitv'. onitilit' ;;,i ;; from Iran to lndia using the

hv Indian coast e,rr.a thefishingves*r*."'t"Tilli il@:v."'irt..t"*-ul"gto same boat' The vessel was

ribcl ort the coast of Kerala pore in a swlft .;;;;d- iiruiiiiu"iu,' rp""r", i,"oh- safelv brought to Kochi for l

after its six-memter tnji?i lti* r^t- or., surrouv'riiii , ii"ut.a ti,"rr. ,"r"4."^rii.,t"a further investigation on Mon- 
'

crew complained of expt;il;: ;;;; ;;;;a;a_ ahe' ;;;;''t; their passports. rhev said dav" he added' rNN
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detained for
killing imam

over sex abuse
Aimer: Six minor students of
a 

-maalrasa 
were detained for

allegedly killing imam of Mo-
hammadi Masjid, Maulana
Moharnmad Mahir (32), for
sexually abusing a student'
Police also recovered mobile
of Mahir and the roPe used to
stranglehim.

Foi the last 15 days, all the
students stuck to their story
that three masked men killed
MahA and threatened them to
.keep quiet. Ajmer SP said the
case was a challenge for Police
as nothing was emerging even
after insPecting hours of
CCTV footage antl checking
the background of Mahir.

"We took students into
confidence who revealed ev'
erything," he said. Bishnoi
said, one of the students was
sexually abused bY Mahir.
Disturbed with his regular
harassment, students
tomurderhim. rr'rn

decided

Page 10 of 373



Tvfi Tn€s a( T*alA
ftAy 2(, 2s2r1

Q5

attacks Christiam
in Falt's

Page 11 of 373



Thg TVr,$) o{ flwfuA
mAl ES, z"zh

tr
8 held in child 

\
trafficking racket
bust,11 rescued

Hvderabad: Investigation into
it',L sate of an infant in HYdera-

UaA iecenttv tlew the lid^off an

Int.i-ttut" 
- .hitd trafficking :

;;;fu; Ieading to arrest of :

"Inrrir.itont 
on Tuesday and i

iui."" or 11 children, aged be- ;

tween 23 days and three Years' :

irom clifferent Parts of Telan- i

--'-ihe 
operation was conduct- i

ed by Raihakonda Police after :

ttt."Lr"tto.rt. who werePart of i

iiiuiutx"t, were arrested earli- ;

erthismonth. :

Ahunt isstillonforthe'sup- :

pliers',thePolicestated' nru , '
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18 yrs for
scholar's

Aheli.Baneriee
@timesgrouP.com

Kolkata: Richard Johansson
(29), a Swedish comPuterPro-
qrammer. was sentenced to 18

vears in Prison iast Wednes-

dav bv a Swedish district co-

rrri. for the murder of Rosh-
ni Das (31), a research scho-

lar at Umea UniversitY in
Swedenlast SePt ather apart-
ment. Das was from Durga-
DUr.

According to Oskar So-

derberg, the lawYer who re-

presented Das's famiJY 'Io-
hanssondid not have anY Pre-

vious criminal record' and

had metDas throughadating

murder

the cause of Das's death was

bv strangulation and bY in-

nictine iePeated blunt and

sharp force trauma to her he-

ad and neck. "The violence
consisted of Richard Johans-

son strangling Roshni Das,

stabbing her with a knife, and
hittins her with an iron' a

rod. and a ski," the Court ob-

served..

ving with his cousin
priorto themurder. He
had been in Police cus-

seen Das with Johansson as-

ked the latter about Das's

whereabouts, Johansson sa-

idhehadkilledher.
The neighbours subsequ-

entlv called an ambulance
andihe Police discovered her
trody in her aPartment on

Sent30.

"'The familY regrets that
the murderer was released

from police custodY after alie-

sedtv aftackinghis cousin lf
-not for ttrat, PerhaPs Roshni
would have stitl been with
us,"saidSurradin. 7

app. "The two had met a few

times before the murder but
did not have a relationshiP'
The murderer had a
girlfriend tiving in Ger-

many"hesaid.
InNov while thePo-

lice investigation was

still in Progress, T0I re-
ported that Das's bodY
wasflown back to Inclia, retri
eved by flve familY members
and was taken to thei-r native
villaee Kandi, in Murshida-
bad. 

-Fotlowing Wednesday's
verdict. Roshni's cousin, Su-
pradip Das told TOI, "When
we received her bodY we co-

uld not recognise her face at

all. We were told after the in-

vestigation that her face had
treen slashed 41 times. Now
we are glad that justice has

been served swiftly Howevel
thefamilY is stillunder berea-
ve-ment. Roshni's mother,
Mamata, is stilI undergoilg
psycholo gical counseliing' "

According to the jrtdge-

mentbY Umea District Court,

Sweden flat,kincry

\
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( Siliguri RKM
' vandalism: Main

accused held
: najointoperation, SPe-
I cial Operation Group
and Bhakti Nagar police
on Saturday arrested the
main accused in the van-
dalism at the Ramakrish-
na Mission property at
Salagura on the outskirts
of Siliguri. Pradip Roy
was produced in a Jalpai
gurl court on Sunday and
sent to police custody for
three days.

This is the tenth ar-
rest in connection with
thecase.P4 ?

4
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salon execls murdeil
RebeccasamerYel@timesgrou p.com hul creek. In a 114-Page detailed ni'scar. " ...Thepresence of blood-

the car) and the DNAadditional sessions stain (in
G Deshpande said analysisreport confirmthatKir-

ti was not alive buthadbeen
killed," observed the court'

Thejudge said the Prose-
cution cannot be forced to
prove what had haPPened
inside the car when VYas got
into it and after her Phone

an accounts executive, wlth who
worked for the salon BBiunt Sa-

married Sahjwani being ex
posed. " ...the way Siddhesh and

Mumbai: A daY after convictlng
them for the murder of 28-Year- "the unbroken chain of
old BBIunt Salon executive Kirti links of circumstances"
Vyas in 2018 desPite herbodY nev- proved the crimebeYond
ei being found, a sessions court reasonable doubt.

on Tuesday sentenced her col- The court said all the
evidence - the dePosi-

ion in Andheri, feared losing his
job after being Put on notice bY

Vyas, afinancemanager, over his
poor performance, at work, and
about his relationshiP with a

judgment,
judge M

leagues Siddhesh Tamhankar
(33) and Khushi Sahjwani (48) to
life imprisonrnent bY relYing
strongly on corroborated cir-

tion of 39 witnesses; call Khushi were living their lives

data records; CCTV footage from was switched off at9.30am at Jija- clearly indicates anxietY about

March16, 2018, (the day VYas went mata Nagar in Worli that daY, add- separation, whlch motivated

missing)thatwas recoveredfrorn ing that her being with them bothof them to causeKirti'smYs-
cumstantial evidence.

to "the
They were also sentenced to variousspots;and theconductof leads only and onlY infer- terious disaPPearance," the

i seven years' rigorous imPrison- the accused - conclusively es- ence that she was"murdered bY judge said. Sahjwani. a Santa-

ment for destruction of evidence tablishedthatVYas wasstrangled bothof them". cruz resident, worked at the sa-

by dumping VYas's bodY in Ma- to death by the duo inside Sahjwa- Bhoiwada-based Tamhankar lon'sacademY €

2 getlife
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crash:

Teen driver's
dad,2 others

GiteshShelke&
MohammedAkhef

Pune: A Prominent builder
and father of the 17-Year-old
boy involved in SundaY's fatal
Porsche Taycan crash was de-

. tained on TuesdaY along with
his driver and an associate in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
240kmfromPune.
' The builder faces charges
for allowing his underage s

on, who lacks a valid driving
Iicence and ProPer training
and consumes alcohol, to
drive the car.

Police also arrested Na-
man Bhutada, 25, and Sachin
Kaatkar, 35, the owner and
staffer of a Pub in Mundhwa
Iocality of Pune, and Sandip
Sangle, 35, an assistant mana-
ger at another Pub, also in
Mundhwa. The men are char-
ged with serving liquor to mi-
nors without verifying their
age. TheY were remanded in
custodY tillMaY 24.

Pune coPs are transpor-
ting the builder and the two
others to the city, and he is
expected to be formallY arres-
ted and Presented in court on
WednesdaY

Pune Police commissioner
A Kumar said: "We will ques-

tion the other two PeoPle and
will take a call on whether to
makethem co-accused."

Aneesh Awadhia anil Ash-
wini Koshta' both 24 Years old
and from JabalPur in MP, we-

re killed inthe accidentnear a
pub in an uPscale Pune neigh-
bourhood when the Porsche
electric luxurY sedan struck
their bike from behind at
160kmph around 2.30am,
dragging Koshta for 50ft, ac-

cording to PoIice.

)'r}ied to outsmart us', P f
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Cops: Teen's

to outsmart
a

)Gontinued from Police found the
builder's driver and
an associate in a '

hotel and their
questioning led
them to a lodge near
chhatrapati
Sambhaiinagar
railwaystation
wherc the builder
was hiding

I
' ': 

'he underage driver was
i detained and Juvenile
,i. Justice Board (JJB) re-

Ieased him iater with certain
conditions such as writing a
300-word essay and assisting
RTO officers for 15 days. Poli-
ce have filed a review aPPIica-
tion against the Juvenile Jus-
tice Board's bail order, while
seeking to try the teenager as
an adu1t.

The matter will continue
onWednesday

A case was also registered
against the two pubs-the te-
enager and his friends visited

- for serving liquor to mi-
nors. "On TuesdaY evening,
we also detained a manager
and a staffer of Blak Marriott
for questionlng and wiil take
a cali on their arrest soon,"
DCP (crime) AmoI Zende sa-
id. The police are searching
for two more susPects. "The
builder attempted to out-
smart us after fleeing from
the city He sent one of his ve-
hicles towardS Mumbai and
another to Goa. He borrowed
a vehicle from an associate
butthisvehicle had an inbuilt
GPS device. Examining
CCTV footage from the huil-
der's bungalow, we found that

he had left in a car towards
Ahmednagar road. Based on
the vehicle's registration
number, we secured the GPS
coordinates and tracked the
vehicie to ChhatraPati Samb-
hajinagar," police chief Ku-
mar said.

Police found the builder's
driver and an associatePin a
hotel and their questiohing
led them to a lodge near
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagat
railway station where the bu
ilder was allegedlY hidint
"The builder had switche,
off his cell phone since Mon
day morning. Our teams mz
naged to reach the star hote
and the driver gave us the
whereabouts of his emPIoY-
er, " ACP (crime) Shailesh Bai-
kawadesaid.
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Kolkata: A youth was arres_
ted on Saturdayfor allegedly
rap_rng a woman whom hehad asked.to accompany
nrm to a friend's birthdai
party

Instead of going to a nar_ty he and his friend tookher
somewhere else. spiked heronnk and allegedly raped
her.

. Ih" two had been dating
for the past rhree months af_
ter meeting online.

Hossein, was arrested from
nrs tseniapukur home.

He was on Sunday re_

T.glged in police cuitody
tilln4ay 17. Cops are looking
tbr his friend.

. It-was alleged that Hosse_
ln. alter a few dates, asked
rne woman to meet him as he
said would take her to a fri_
end's birthday party at Ta-
gore Park in Kasba.

- "The woman has compla_
rned that she was not taken
to any birthdayparty, but so_
m_ewhere else,.'said a police
91ti9qr. Ile.added, .Accompa-
nred ty his friend. Hossein
gave her a spiked drink and
atter she.fell unconscious,
the two allegedly took turns
:9 l?pu her. We are looking
Ior the other accused. Hosse-
rn rs rn police custody and we
are questioning him.,,

4

Opposing

Afterthewoman lodged a
complaint at the Kasba poli-
ce station, the youth. Fazal

qgvt counsel Subhashis
Ehattacharya said in court
that the woman had first ca_
me across the accused on so_
cral media on Jan 25.

They becamefriends and
started dating and going out
rogether.\.

E

Hossein's bail,

0 I 0

0 tl
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furest last option: HC

relief M CO\M killing case
Prayagraj: .,Irrational 

andrndlscriminate arrest,, is agross violation of human
rrg_rrts. Allahabad High court
nas satd while granting anticrpatory. bajl recently- to aman . charged with cowstaughl-er in an FIR in Var_
a.nast.- Justice Siddharth cri_rlctsed the practice of arbit_
fl{_-i!.9rt.. underscoring
rne tmportance of protectin!
Person,al l"iberty and the n""d .ror restraint in the use of ar.

iTjJ.",L:;'JI#*"d#:*"

(q

'Most arrests in
India unnecessary'
)Continued from P I
t ustice Siddharth conclu-
$ dudthutp"..onalliberty
I is a fundamental

't'ight that should only be
restrlcted when absolutely
necessary The court's deci
sion referenced the case
of Joginder Kumar vs State
of UP

The Supreme Court in
this case referred to the
third report ol the Natio-
naI Police Commission,
which revealed that a
sigrrificant portion of ar-
rests in India were unne-
cessary or unjustified,
contributing to corruption

withinpolice.
The report inilicated

that such arrests accoun-
ted for 60% of unnecessarY
detentions and 43.2 % of jail
expenditures.

"There is no definite
period fixed for police to
arrest an accused against
whom FIR has beenlodged.
The courts have repeatedly
held that arrest should
be the last option for
police and it should be
restricted to those excep-
tional cases where arres-
ting the accused is impera-
tive or his custodial inter-
rogation is required," Jus-
tice Siddharth said.

\
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Delhi LGV when

1

l

Page 21 of 373



ThA lmbs o( IniUrA
nA\ 1) Lo >ri

?+

I

I

I I

Page 22 of 373



*f]48 
TT tvtr S cF frvOTrt

{u{tE 1* )_

Po
a

rsche crash: Teen's Parents,

_{u

sent to 14-daY iudicial custodY
Pune:AsPecial courtonFridaY sent edmortuarystaffer, wasarrested.Ma-

parents of the 1?-year-old Porsche kandar handed over Rs 3 lakh cash to

Taycan driver and their aide whofa-

cititated contact with doctors at

Pune's Sassoon General Hospital to

maniPulate the teenager' 's blood al-

cohol rePort, in judicial custody for
14 days. The trio was sent to Yerawa-

da Central Jail, rePorts Asseem
Shaikh.--- Cri*" branch had arrested the

t""., .iutfr.., u clty-based builder, and

mother, whose blood samPle was

r*^pp"a with that of her son' Ash-

i"oie illat anOar who liaisoned' on

itre Uuitaer's Uehalf. with Dr Ajav Ta-

ware. ttre hospital's suspended head

of forensic iciences dePartment'

ihrough Atul Ghatkamble, a suspend-

Ghatkamble, Police said'
--- 

Acloraing to police, Dr Shrihari
Harnol, the hospital's suspended ca-

suafty meAical officer, switched the

blood samPles at Taware's instruc-
tl-*. iorl.6 ut.ested Taware, Harnol
unO Cttrtt u*ble and recovered Rs

i.s t*ft from Harnol an'l Rs 5o'o0o

irom CtratXamule. Earlier, ACP

i.iir""l Satish Govekar produced the

narents anO Vfakandar before special

Ioutr toUo*it g the end of theirpolice
remand. Govekar filed a report rec-

ommenaing judiciat custody for the

pri'.iiti *a i tnree-dav extension of

ilrtaxandar's police remand' Addition-
ui p"Ufi. Prosecutor Anil Kumbhar

said Makandar's questioning was es

ru.rtiut to lAu.rtify the place where the

.onio"u.v was hatched. and sought

iitn.?*pofi."to identify thosepartof
ii. iir" pio.".*tor said that after the

"".id."t, 
Makandar was Present at

ietarvuau Police station, the juve-

nileiustice board office' and Sassoon'f'.lnroituf. 
Prashant Kulkarni' the

iu*'r.i ..p.ut.nt ing Makandar' told

tire court'ttrat his client's questio-n-

i"r *rt not necessary because he

fiu-a U""n in Police custodY for 10

Irv..-fu*v"ti Prashant Patil and

iUia nl"rrni aPPeared on behalf of

the teen's Parents.
After hearing both sides, special

judge U M Mutlhalkar sent the trio to
judiciai custody

aide
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mitted Biti Hotra Mohanti, son
of former Odisha DGP and con-
victed and sentenced to seven
years imprisonment for sex-
ually assaulting a German
tourist at Alwar i.n 2006, to sur-
render at Cuttack in Odisha in-

i
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ps rescue trader's
days after abducti

Taken From
i.rom the victim's father as Additional CP (I) Mur- rik MukhoPadhyaY aliasDa- :

fety
ransom over the teiePhone' Sharma. said the fa- vid and one Vivek Agarwal

lidhar
of the victim were the first to be arrested'

Atotal of eightPersons have milymembers

been arrested inthe case. At - identi-fied as Mohammad Later, six others - identiii

GO

New Mkt,
Found ln

son 4
0n

Bypass H sedlvthrealened to kill Idan
i"f thu .unto* wasn t Paid'

Ashutosh RoY, Suraj
Singh,RohitRoY Md:

Alquama, Aman Kumar
Kundan Srivas-

"Prima facie, we have fo-

Ieast one susPect is still at Irfan contacted police ed as

large. Investigators have re- whenhe didn't returnhome Kumar

otel Sleuthsfrom

portedly confiscated the ve- atnight.
hicleused forthe abduction. The abductors had alle- GuPta and

tav-were arrested.

Dwaipayan.Ghosh Irfan's father had lodged a

@timesgrouP.com ce station and anti-rowdY complaint with the Police.

Kolkata: Police on MondaY squad (ARS) of the detective Cops tracked the ransom rapur, whose operations

rescued the son of a Tiljala department joined hands to call's network tore- stopped after police raidedlocation
it. Davidhad given a loan of

businessman who had alle- rescue thevictim, ,relyingon achthevictim.

gediy been abducted from both local sources and tech- "The kidnaPPers hatl Rs 16 lakh to the victim, but

theNew Market area onFri- nical ieads. The incidenthas made several ransom calls he was not rePaYing it clai-

day He was rescued from a led cops to review the man- from various locations in ming that he had no moneY

hotel iri MukundaPur off ner inwhlch the crime was Kasba and NarendraPur' as the call centre was shut.

Bypass. committed. The opposition before finally being Hence. Davld hatched the
areas

The abductors hadalle- PoliticalParties have raised at a hotel in Mukun- consPiracY " cops said, ad-
traced

gedly demanded Rs u Lakh questionsabout the citY's sa- daPur, 'i cops said. One Gau- ding probe is underwaSt b

und that the victim used to

run a call centre in Narend-
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gets 20.year
Rl for sexually
assaulting boy

Pankul Sharma llrru

Dehradun: A speclal pocso
Act court in Dehradun sen-
tenced a 3O-year-old woman

saulting her
16-year-old.
step-nephew
in2022.

This con-
viction un-
der Pocso Act is the first of
its kind in Uttarakhand and
a rare instance in the coun_
trSl Prosecution counsel AI_
pana Thapa saidthe convict-
ed woman is married with
two children and is the sur_
vivor's father's step-sister.

"After a physical
relationship with her step-
nephew for months, she be-
came pregnant and gave
birth to a child. On finding
outaboutherpregnancy the
boy'smotherliledan FIRun-
der the Pocso Act against
her at Vasant Vihar police
station in Dehradun on JuIv
5,2022. Atthat moment, shl
was eight months preg_
nant," Thapa added.

Theprosecutionpresent-
ed the forensic scientific lab
report which confirmed the
boy as the "newborn,s bio
logical father" and it cited
the findings that it was evi-
dent the woman had.,devel-
oped sexual reiations with
her minor nephew,,.
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0annami out
of iail after
3 msnths

Poulani.Roy@ti mesg roup.com

Kolkata: Krishna Damani. So-
uth Point Trustee, walked out
of prison on Wednesday a day
after he got bail from Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate. Da-
mani, who spent three months
injail, will haveto appear in co-
urtonMonday

The bail has been granted
on five conditions - including
restriction on entering the So-
uth Point Schoo.lor interfering
with any work reLated to the
school or the schoo'l society in
anymanner.

Damani was arested on
Feb 8 for allegedly siphoning
off more than Rs 10 crore from

the school account. Kolkata Po-
Iice had filed a charge sheet
against him under multiple pe-
na'l sections. including crimi-
nal breach of trust, misappro-
priation, cheating and falsifl-
cationof accounts.

On Monday the Supreme
Court expressed anguish over
bail being denied by the Caicut-
ta High Court. A vacation

. benchstateditwas"shocking"
that such matters were now in
the Supreme Court. On Tues-
day his bai-I was granted at a
bondof Rs5,000.

"The decision comes as a
huge relief for Mr Damani who
suffered for over three months
in custody in a false and frivolo-
us case... purely on account of
malice, vendetta and vengean-
ce," a press release issued on
behalf of Damnairead. Z
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several women,
in a rape case.

the city in the small hours
," of May31. crr a.\
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Dhananiay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday calied Calcutta
High Court's denial of bail to
South Point Education Socie-
ty lrusree Krishna l)amani a
"shocking state of affairs".

"It is a magistrate-triable
case. How can a person be
kept in custody? See the coun-
ter tiled by the state. Shouid
the accused continue to
remain in custodv fbr 10
years?" a vacation bench r:f
justices A S Oka ard Satish C

Sharmaasked.
"It is very surprising that

people are not granted bail
even in such a case, more so
when the charge sheet has al-
ready been fiIed... as if these

@
are some crimes against the
nation," the bench said.
"Such a situation has arisen
only because two powerful
private parties are fighting.
(It is a) very sorry state of af-
fairs." the bench sard, refer-
ringto the Birla-Lodha tussle.

The bench ordered cops to

produce SPES trustee Dama-
ni before the trial court with-
in a week after imposing aP-
propriate conditions. "This is
shocking that such matters
are now comilg to the SC," it
sald. The Bengal government
counsel pleaded that the SC
could expedite the trial in-
stead of granthg baii but the
bench i-nsisted thatnot grant-
ing bail in such a case was
"unheardof".

Senior lawyers A M
Singhvi, Mukul Rohatgi and
Mahesh Jethmalani aPPe-

aredforDamani.

: SC slams Cal HC for
bail to South Point trustee
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Calcutta HC bench
of justices SabYasa-

,. ':, chi BhattacharYYa
and Sugato Majumdar on
May 3 had denied bail to
Damani saYing there was
"danger of the accused ab-

sconding if released on ba-
il" and referred to "the me-
ans, posi
tion and
standing of
the accused vis-d-vis the

HC denied
bail on May 3

funds. falsification of
cuments and misuse of

do
of'

fice for personal gains".
"These grave offences

appear to have been com-
mittetl in collusion with
others and have been une-
arthed by a threadbare in-
vestigation bY the MP Bir-
la Group," it added.

A statement issued bY
SPES, whose
governing
council is

presided bY Justice Kal-
pesh S Jhaveri (former
Orissa HC Chief Justice),
has termed the allegations
agai nst Damani "frivolous
andfalse". "The complaint
ls motivated with intent to
defame and harass the
trustees of our school and
to generallY demoralise
the management, senior
staff, teachers as well as

our students," it added.

prospective witnesses ln
the case as weII as the lik-
elihood of the offence be-

ing repeated and evidence
beingtamPeredwith".

TheMPBirlaGroup,
headed by Harsh Vardhan
Lodha, had issued a state-
ment that Damani was ar-
rested "in connection with
a criminal complalnt re-
gistered for defalcation of
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Porsche teen's
bail nixed' in

custodytilllun 5
Asseem Shaikh &

Vishwas Kothari I irru

Pune: Juvenile Justice Board
on WednesdaY cancelled the
bail of the 17-Year-old son of a
builder involved in SundaY's
Porsche TaYcan crash while
aliowing police's aPPlication
for reviewing the board's ear-
Iier order on SundaY to set
himfree.

Police had sought cancel-
lation of bail arguing he sho-
uld be tried as an adult for
drink driving and smashing
his car into a two-wheeler at
160kmph, leading to the death
of two tech ies. JJB sent thej u-

venlleto an observation home
tiIIJune5.

) Bail conditions- P 4
\
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ffiail comditions such as writing
300-word essay sparked outrage
)Continued from P I

: fie tr,.lt i: came i dalr after Maha-
. rashti'i deputy CM Devendra
r Fadria'iis explesseri "shock and

surprise" ov,rr tire brrar'il releasing the
teen on bail 1r{ln.irtio}rs such as wri-
ting a l3{Xt-ivcn1 essa5, on aocidents, vi-
siting the R'l'O to stuciy traffic rules,
and assist R'I'[l officr,rstbr'15 days.

'Ih$ ,IJB'c order Lrad led to a count-
rywide outl age i,imid charges of lavo-
uri'tjsrn lerrleiled by thr: oplrosition.

Additiurrrd utmnissioner of police
Manoi ilatil sairl aiter the J.IB's ordr:r, a
cornrniti.ee u'ili ru"rvr'ne set up unde| Sec-
tion 15 ol .hrv'eiiile "fusiice (Llare and
Protoction I Ii ct to i it{ i !1i1.{_}r1he teenager

at the observation home and carry orlt
ps1-chological tests and counselling.
Secticx-r 15 empowers JJB to conduct a
prellminary inquiry to determine
u,hethera child in conllict with law is to
be sent for rehabilitation or be tried as
an aduit. "Based on this committee's re-
port, a ca-ll will be taken on whether the
teenager is to be treated as an adult for
trial," Patil said.

Special assistant public prosecu-
tor Monali Kale told TOI that police
had primarily argued that the teena-
ger needed proper rehabilitation as
he r,vas addicted to alcohol. "He is yo-
ung, and considering his future, he
can be referred to a psychiatrist for co-
unselling as and when required."
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No bail for boy who made obscene videos of girl, 14

Dhananiay.Mahapatra
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Making an ex-

ception to the norm that
chlidren in conflict with 1aw

should be granted bail irre-
soective of seriousness of
the crime, SuP-reme Court
denied bail to a Uttarakhand
school student accused of
circulating obscene videos
of his classmate, a 14-Year-

o1d girl, whicir allegedly dro-
ve her to suicide.

On Jan 10 this Year, Juve-
nile Justice Board (JJB), Ha-

ridwar, had rejected the bail
nlea of the 'child in conflict
with law'. who had been boo-

ked under Sections 305 and
509 of IPC and Sections 13

and 14 of Pocso Act'
After JJB's decision was

upheld bY lJttarakhand HC'
the boy through his mother
moved SC seeking bail' Se-

nior advocate Lok Pal Singh
argued that his Pa.rents were
ready to take care of him. He

the youngappealed that
child should not be kePt in a
reform home and that his

re with the imPugned order
passed bY the high court at
ihis stage." The girl had gone

missing from her residence
on Oct22last Year and herbo-
dv was later recovered' Her
fither lodged a Police comP-

laint alleging that the boY

had shot obscene videos of
her and circulated the clips
among students. Fearing ig-

nominY, she took her own li
fe,thefathersaid' '

custody be given to his mot-
her. Butthe aPex courtbench
of Justi,ces Bela M Trivedi
and Pankaj Mithal on Mon-
day examined the HC judge-

it was right inment and said

)'Bad comPanY" P 14
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HG Primafacielaunder
case against Sisodia

Denies Bail,
Says Excise

Policy Process
Scuttled

Abhinav.Gary
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-

urt dismissed Manish Siso-

. dia's bail Pleas on TuesdaY.

saying the Prosecution ma-

de out a "Prima facie case"
of moneY laundering aga-

. inst the former deputy CM
in the excise PolicY case. It
can't be ruled out that Siso-' 
dia, if released onbail, maY

influence witnesses and
tamper with evidence as he

. is "an influential Person in
the power corridors of Del-
hi govt", the court added.

Dismissing the AAP lea-
der's bail Petition in cases

lodgedby ED and CBI, Justi-
ce Swarana Kanta Sharma
said, "The case at hand is a
grave misuse of Power and
breachof PublictrustbYthe
applicant who was serving
as deputy CM of DeIh i at the
relevant Point." The court
pointed out that the materi-
al collected during investl-

#ffifle,#$* &F TRUST'
p Failed two
mobile

ruled out. Might
inf,uence witnesses, manY

of whom are public servants

,.' No delay bY trial court' or
prosecution. Not fault of ED'

cBl &trial court that there
is voluminous record
of investigation

" Acccused insisting
on physical insPection

of thousands of
documents

gation showed that Sisodia
"subverted" Process of ma-

king the poticy bY "fabrica-
ting" publicfeedbackto suit
his "predetermined goal".

HC said Pre-drafted ema-
ils with sPecific suggestions
aligning with his own inter-
est were sent to the designa-
ted feedback email address
of the excise dePartment
"under the guise of Pubiic
feedback or oPinion bY indi-
viduals who were instruc-
ted to do so bY the applicant
Manish Sisodia himself ".

Justice Sharma termed
it a "decePtive act that was a

calculatedmove to create an
illusion that the excise Poli-
cy was formed after careful

consideration of feedback
received from the Public-
...but in realitY, the feedback
was manufactured to justify
the applicant's decision to
formulate excise PolicY in
defiance of the expert com-
mitteerePort".

HC said the alleged cor-
ruption in th'is case "origi-
natedfrom Sisodia's desire"
to create aliberaiPolicy that
would benefit select indivi-
duals in return for a sub-
stantial amount as advance
kickbacks. Justice Sharma
read out a few Portions of
the verdict and noted that
Sisodia's Plea doesn't Pass
the "triple test" for bail un-
derthePMLA.

" ED material shows he

subverted Process of
making excise PolicY
by fabricating Public
feedback. Bid to
benetrt select lew for
advance kickbacks

of power
by

18
Suhranalhtfra

What Justice Swarana Sharma

said, dismissing bail Plea:

ryv
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given by Madras HC

to 8 PFI memben
in UAPA case

SGcancels

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgrouP.com

New Delhi: Observing that
national securitY was of Para-
mount importance and reaso-

nable restrictions couid be

impose& on civil iiberties of
peisons underUAPA in the in-
terest of the countrY's sovere-
imty and integritY, SC on
WetlnesdaY cancelled the bail
granted bY Madras High Co-

urt to eight PFI members and
directed them to go back to
iaiL

A bench of justices BeIa M
Trivedi and Pankaj Mithal sa-

id HC committed gross error
in not considering the eviden-
ce in its ProPer PersPective
and in recording a Perverse
finding to the effect that there
was no materialto suggestthe
commission of anY offence.

\
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9 days on, MLA

Revanna gets bail

{

in kidnapPing case
: 'D(S) MLA from Holenarasi-
i loora HD Revanna, arrested

i "i". 
daYs ago on charges of

i kidnaPPing a woman in Man-
i dva district's KR Nagar, was
, eianted conditional bail on

iltonaaY bY a sPecial court for
, elected rePresentatives in
i Bengaluru. He walked out of

i Bengaluru central Prison on
i trreiduy. Revanna, son of for-
i -e. PM }In Deve Gowda, is
i the first member of the for-
i *et PM's familY to be arres-

i ted in a criminal case and lod-
:. gedinPrison.
.te....
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gets $
interim bailin

harassment case
*. court in Bengaluru on

;'-3-Thursday granted in-
terimbailto JD(S)MLAand :

former Karnataka minister

rassment case.
The case of sex-
ual harass-
ment of a 47-

tered
his son andMP Prajwal Re-
vanna at the Holenarsipur
town police station in Has-
sandistrict on April2B. praj-
wal reportedly left for Ger-
many on April 27 and is

. stillatlarge. nlN-,,
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'n-daybail for Keiriwal, but
Del cM cannot attend office

. New Delhi: In a big relief to
embattled Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Keiriwal, the
Supreme Court on FYiday
granted him interim bail in a
money laundering case at the
peak of the election season but
barued him from visiting his
office or the Delhi secretariat
and signing official flIes un-
less absolutely necessary for
obtaining the lieutenant gov-
ernor's approval.

Setting him free for 21 days
to campaign for the remaining
phases of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions aAer 50 days of custody
in the money laundering case
linked to the alleged Delhi ex-
cise scam, the court said he
shall surrender on June 2, a
day after the last phase of the
seven-phase poll gets over:

The fourth phase of polling
will be held on May 13. A wave

:: l::t::i:: 
..'*: 

:::::: :::

i CM Arvind Kejriwal addresses party workers after being released
Tihar jail in New Delhi on Friday

the j ail superintendent.
A bench of justices Sanjiv

Khanna and Dipankar Datta
rejected the vehement argu-
ment of the Enforcement Di
rectorate (ED) counsel that en-
larging Kejriwal on interim
bail to campaign in the elec-
tions will be without a prece-
dent. The court did not concur
with his contention that inter-
im bail to the AAP national
convener for campaigning
would be like giving "premi-
um of placing the politicians
in a beneficial position com-
pared to ordinary citizens of
thiscountry".

"S/hile examining the
question of grant of interim
bail/release, the courts always
take into consideration the pe-
culiarities associated with the
person in question and the sur-
rounding circumstances. In
fact, to ignore the same would
be iniquitous and wrong," the
bench said, addiag that the
Lok Sabha elections are the
"most significant and an im-
portant event this year". nrr

> 'Not a thr€at', P 5

Can Campaign
For Remaining
LS Poll Phases

INDIA bloc parties as the news
spread like wildfire, with his
AAP terming it a "triumph of
truth". "Truth can be troubled
but not defeated. The decision
of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
is welcome. The dictatorship
will end. Satyamev jayate,',
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, also an accused in the
money laundering case, said
inapostinHindionX.

Kejriwal's release from

jail, however transient, is
expected to give a boost to
the AAP's Lok Sabha
campaign in Delhi where poil-
ing is scheduled for May 25,
with its foremost leader hit-
ting the hustings.

While imposing a stringof
bail conditions on Kejriwal,
the apex court directed him to
furnish bail bonds of Rs 50,000
with one surety of the like
amount to the satisfaction of

P-L

oFFtc€ or ?ili
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Gourt grants
bailto 3 in
PMLA GASE
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